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ersTAnt ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY HAILE, STATE ATTO 

EWERAL’S OFFICE, NASHVILLE, TENN., HAS ADVISED THAT SU 

AY TO BE GIVEN HEARING BEFORE JUDGE ROBERT M. MCRAE, J 

EXPECTED TO TEST USDC, WDT, MEMPHIS, OCTOBER 22, 1974. 

| 
ny ARE HERBERT I. MCDONALD, A BALLISTICS EXPERT FROM 1 

f Yo, AND HAROLD WEISBERG, AN AUTHOR WHO HAILE STATES 

OF PRESIDENT JFK 

MR. HAILE HAS REQUESTED HE BUREAU ‘eve HIM ANY mh 

AVAILABLE WHICH WOULD ASSIST HIM IN CROSS EXAMINATION O 

NCDONALD AND WEISBERG. HE WILL KEEP SOURCE OF SUCH INF 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL BUT NEEDS ANY INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT 

HAVE A BEARING ON THEIR VERACITY, COMPETENCY, AND rhan 

IF SUCH INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE TO THE BUREARS IT IS 
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To: SAC, Memphi (44-1987) : 

From: Director, FBI 7544-38861) —~ 5SIbb 

ay 
ReMEteletype dated 10/7/74. 

Enclosed are two copies each of two 
newspaper articles concerning Harold Weisberg. Also 
enclosed are two copies of a list of materials furnished 
to Harold Weisberg by the Civil Rights Division, U. S. 
Department of Justice, on 6/24/70, as a resul t of a civil 
action filed against the Department of Justice and the 
Department of State in which Weisberg demand 
the legal papers which were employed in the e 
James Earl Ray. 

Bufiles reveal that Weisberg has wr 
letters requesting unsuccessfully that the Bu 
available to Weisberg certain records concern 
matter, as well as records concerning another 
investigation conducted by this Bureau. 

A copy of enclosed material may be 
‘Henry Haile, State Attorney General's Office, 
as requested in referenced communication. 

Bufiles and indices Albany Division 
information pertaining to Herbert I. McDonald 
available informat 
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-before the U. S. Court of Appeals to gain access t 
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Airtel to SAC, ME 

RE: MURKIN —~ 

NOTE: The Memphis Division advised in referenced communication 

that a hearing for James Earl Ray is scheduled on 10/22/74 to 

determine whether Ray was coerced into entering a guilty plea 

on 3/10/69 to the murder of Martin Luther King. , 

Attorney Henry Haile, State Attorney General's 

Office, Nashville, had requested that the Bureau furnish 

him, on a confidential basis, any information available 

which would assist him in determining the veracity, 

competency, and bias of 2 witnesses who will testi for Ray, 

Harold Weisberg, an author, and Herbert I. McDonal 

expert from Ithaca, New York. Memphis Division re ommended that 

any pertinent information be made available to Hai 

A review of Bufiles reveals that Weisber 

written several books critical of the Warren Commi 

FBI, Secret SBrvice, and various police agencies. Gleaned 

from these files are copies of two newspaper artic 

to Weisberg which might be of assistance to Attorn 

analyzing the credibility of Weisberg as a witness 

first is an article which appeared in the Montgome 

Sentinal, Thursday, December 15, 1966, entitled "' 

is Man on the Go," which makes reference to Weisbe 

of an FBI, Secret Service coverup before the Warre 

Commission. The second article, which appeared in 

Star," October 25, 1973, reveals that Weisberg had 

County 
itewash' Author 

g's theory 

"The Evening 
lost his bid 
FBI files 

pertaining to the John F. Kennedy assassination. 

Bufiles also reveal that Weisberg was furnished all of the 

legal papers utilized in the extradition of Ray from Great Britain, 

including material submitted by the States of Tennessee and 

Missouri, affidavits from witnesses, as well as affidavits from 

Special Agents of the FBI linking Ray to the assassination. 

That Weisberg is in possession of this material might be of 

assistance to Attorney Haile in further assessing the credibility 

of Weisberg. 

On 10/8/74, ASAC George Steel, Albany Division, advised 

that indices contain no reference to Herbert I. McDonald. 

On 10/9/74 Ca 
Office of Legal 

Counsel, reviewed enclosed material and advised that this material 

could be furnished to Mr. Haile, State Attorney General's 

Office, Nashville, Tennessee. 
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faz Moy 19:5 % , Weiner, 

trareiSs across the contr: 
apyvares 02 national teie-: i 

programs as well as acd! 
particzpatien Tacio Shoe: 
Caliorsia, Onio, Hitacis 
Pen:sylvania. 

He is corficent his foi 

wa to the first voiume 

: help sharpen the eriticis: 
the Warren Comsa.issiic 

the aftermath Of the FRe-:: 

assassination, . 

*My second boox brin.- 

fo a new poist,”-be said 
week at Cog c’Or, the tir: 

- town farm where heonce rz: 

*geese. “It may sourd imac 
ftut this dates everyone's 
dren my on. 

4 i fe «turning point in ' 

tnote thing was my app-ara 

on a television show in : 
York in July,” ceelared vi 
berg, puffing on a cizariiic 
squinting behind sliver ris: 
glasses. 

> Four lawyers were lytir 
wait to tear meup. it: 

1 -] rough. Ht took mean hour; 

a half to leach them sile:c: 
golden,” he laughed. ~ 

sparks really flew. - 

* Credibility Basis 

“But that show laid the bs 

for credibility.. It opeacd : 

eyes of the most inficer.: 

!minds in New York. Pc-: 
‘Fealized thal those who : 
Sgmnething is wrong are re: 
Seeking the sanctity of - 

See WEISBERG on A7 
"amee oe 

tome see ey ; ee eet 
° oot. Te anne 
. Sue aa ey pe eden its be es weeny 

Warren Commission Critic eisberg 

In the Limelight . 

4 | Whitewash? Autho: 

. Is }4an on tie Go 
: : _Harole ‘eisbere, Montgomery County" 'scritic . 
; jo: the \.arren Commission report,:is.a maf 
: on the go these days, - 
i His pace has picked upsteam 

-, Since he published his second 
book, “Whitewash I: The FBI- 
Secret Service Cover-Up,” 

t early this month. 
Vast week he spent four dawn 

to post-midnicht days in New 
York, followed by a stopover in 

. _ Philadelphia for a Sour-hour 
. Fadio broadcast. 

Tals week he's off and 

Yy- 7106 [- <9 bk 
ENCTASTIRE: | 

running -asain on a week- 

trip through the mid-west 

on to the West Coast, Stons 
clude. Chicago, Ml., Maci 
Wise., San Francisco, 
and Los Angeles, Calif. 

Weisberg’s original 

“Whitewash: The Report 
the Warren Report,” was 
of the first in the current 

a—e—iof attacks on the commiss 

placed hica fn the 

spotlicht. 
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Continues isca Page x ¢ \ 

society. T-43) uasausns arel 

saying we aes! Lave rhe truth.” 
Weisberg eurivutes his suc-| 

feesS aS B Critic te “a rogers: 
refusal to de anything bat fee] 

Freality and Geal with .othin5: 

but fact. [ru the orty onsl 

who's dealt oxiensivety wits 
the commission's Lacings,” hey 

yadtied. { 
Convinced his first beck, 

\ 

fe ogee ° 

a visors 
_ ". 

3 
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Scoulda’t wall” until a publisher 

could be found to put it aul, 

Weisberg financed the: 
operation himset. | 

To date 22,500 buoks have, 

heen printed in four editions: 

and Dell Pedlishing Co. has 
ae come out with a paperbact 

e{ition guaranteeing a mini} 
minum of one-quarter million oa 
the first printing. - 

“whitewash H° had 10,069 
printed fn the first edition, 

copies of which are being cis- 

tributed to stores and = in- 

dividuals. . 
#A lot of peopie wrote ages 

ago and asked us to send the 
next bock 3s soon as it was 

out,” Weisberg explaincd, He 
estimated he has received over 

3000 letters. ; 
Many fans already are inline 

for the third book, “Whitewash 
MMi: The Archive,” which tf in 

e works, Weisberg added. 

His current trip across the 
cubntry is in the usual whirl- 

wind fashion. The acenda is 

crowded with television and 

Yadio appearances, press con- 

ferences, speeches, semi:ars, 
bull sessions, avtographing 

sessions and meetings with 

wholesalers. 

*One morning I’m supposed to 
a 5:30 TV appearance after 

3 a.m. radio show,” Weisberg 
eclared. *Can you imagibe 

juch a schedule? But 1'l1 do {, 
too.” . 

zaterest Abroad. ss | 

* weisberg is concentrating on 

the International as weil as the 

natignal interest in the XAcnnedy 

nsaasination, * . 

His first book is being dis- 

xibuted throughout the 

English-spoaking world in the 

Del edition. 
; 

tt has been serialized b 

“Arriba,” a newspaper in 

Madrid, Spain, and “Pano- 

rama,” a_—sésdarrge German’ 

magazine. Anitalian publishing 

company has contracted for the 

book and is coming -out wit 

an Italian edition next month 

Weisberg said. . : 

Weisberg is satisfied that hi: 

oubts about the Warren Com- 

hission finally are reaching) 

people. In addition he is de- 

lighted with the many ne;r 

friends be has made 

his books. . 

“Lit (his wife) and I have so 

many new friends pow,” he 

smilel, = bing bis close- 

crop, dt on heir. "So many 

peopl. b. . antten us. 6 ft 

«people are wonderful,”| 
Weisberg declared. “At every 

point along the way there's 

teen someone there wafting with 

Vnand outstretched to help. 

eople want to be helpful and 

at’s what counts.” «- = 97" q 

‘lL 
Established 1855 
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Author teri Jretsber2 

has lost his eis belee th: 

U.S. Court of Arsests here 

to pain necess te PLE files 

on the assassinativa of for- 

mer President John F. 

Kennedy. 
In an 8-1 eccision an- 

- founced yesterday, the 

court upheid a bvrer ceurt 

ruling that the Fl] anaiysis 

of bullet fraginents and 

scrapings from ths essassi- 
nation scene dij not qualify 

for relense to the public 
under the feder2] Freedom 
of Inforraation Act. 
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filed by Chicf U.S. Appeals 

Court Judge David Lazeion. 

He said that without some 

look at the FBI analysis, 

“the public will have to rely 
entirely upon the Justice 
Department's opinion that 
the results of the ... tests 
are adcquately shown in the 

report of the Warren Conr 
* gnission.”° 

Weisberg, who has writ- 
ten four books on the 2assas: 

sination, has maintained 

that the Warren Commis- 
sion report was a “white- 
wash" and did not tell the 

; full story behind ks Preg- 
j dentedeath. 

Y2 2426 ~ SG6E¢ 

A dissentine opinion was” 

mechanism for the public to | 

‘The Washington Post 
Times Herald 

The Evening Star (Washington) 

The Sunday Star (Washington) - 

Daily News (New York) 

| Sunday News (Kew York) ——_ 

New York Post 

The New York Times —.____ 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 

The Wall Strect Journal 

The National Observer 

People’s World 

man OOF 25 1572 
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I. 
of Tennessee and Missouri 
Material Submitted by the States 

A. Application for Requisition for Inte rnational 
Extradition for James Earl Ray executed by the Governor 
of the State of Tennessee and directed to the, 
of State of the United States. 

g, Secretary 

B. 

International Extradition of James Earl Ray 
‘Petition for Application for Requisition in 

dressed to 
the Governor of the State of Tennessee by Fhil M. Canale, 
Jr., District Attorney General, 15th Judici District, 
State of Tennessee (atteching various other documents 
described below). 

C. Affidavit of Dr. J. f. Francisco, 
attesting to the cause of death of Martin Lut 
attaching autopsy report. 

’ D. Affidavit of Robert V. Wenzler, with 
stating results of survey of area where Martin Inuther King 
was killed. 

14-3796 /-FF 6 
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E. Affidavit of Guy Warren Canipe, 5r-, by 8 

storekeeper, With exhibits, ‘concerning his finding of 

a package with tae rurder weapon in it. 

F. Affidavit of Inspector N. E. Zachary, Memphis 

Police Officer, with exnivits, regarding his on-the-scene 

investigation irmedietely following the murder his 

aiscovery of various physical evidence. . 

G. Affidavit of Captain R. L. Williens, Hemphis 

Police Officer, regarding inspection of Ray's in 

boarding house end discovery of. physical evidence there. 

H. Affidavit of Cordra York, Sr., Memphis sporting 

goods dealer, regarding sdentity of binoculars. 

I. ‘Affidavit of Jemes D. Hamby, Memphis Police 

_Officer, regarding recovery of bullet from Martin Iuther . 

King's body during autopsy. . 

1 Ray 
J. Copy of Tennessee indictment of James 

for merder of Martin Luther King. 

‘ 
* . 

\ KX. Certified copy of déath certificate o Martin ~ 

" Qather King. , . - . 

| King. - L. Certified copy of autopsy report on Martin Inther 

M. Certified copy of sections of Tennessee lavs. 

N. Certificate of Fred 1. Wilkinson, D: 
the Missouri Department of Corrections, 

nal record of Ray. 

\ 0. Certificate of James H. McAteer, Mis 
of Court, describing record of conviction and 

Re e 
Aon 

P. Certificate of James C. Kirkpatrick, 

tor of 

of Missouri crimi- 
” 

4 Clerk 
sentence of 

Missouri 

Secretery of State, setting forth Missouri statutes. 

Q. Affidavit of Fred T. Wilkinson, Director of Missouri 

Department of Corrections, regarding criminal record of Ray 

ani certifying that fingerprints and photogrephs attached to 

his prior certification were those of Ray. 
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II. Material From Private Persons 

« Acewmileted by the Depertuent 

of gustice — sort 

A. ACTidavit or Don2rlda F. Rood, gun salesmc 

Dirminghes, Alebar.2, staving he sold veapon to in 

attached protegrern (Ray). 

B. Affidavit of Chorles Quitzan Stephens, resident 

of toardin; hous2 from which skot wes fired, describing 

Rey's activities in poarding house. . 

C. Affidevit of James H. Lave, friend of King, who 

wes also en employee of the Cor:mnity Relations ervice 

of the Justice D:partnent, who vas in the next m from 

King, describing shot and discovery of King's 

Dp. Affidavit of Henrietta Hagenaster » hote 

regarding hotel registration of Ray in Memphis. 

E. Affidavit of John Webster DeShazo, customer in 

Birmingham gun store, Sdentifying attached-pho 

Rey as man he saw purchase gun. 

F. Affidavit of Tomas Reyes Lau, barte 

operator, identifying attached photograph of 

he had under alies of Eric Stavro Galt. 

G. Affidavit of Anna Christine Kelly, VYenphis hotel 

clerk, regarding Ray's registration at hotel. . 

Til. Material Prepared by the Departnent 

of Justice for the Signature of Far 
Personnel + . ee : oe °° 6 os . . 

A. Affidevit of Iyndel L. Sheneyfels, FBI Agent and 

Protosrapnic Expert, comparing photographs of os Earl Ray 

under various aliases and identifying his as the same person. 

B. Affidavit of George J. Bonebrake, FBI Agent ani 

Fincerprint Expert, comparing fingerprints on er weapon 

and binoculars with Ray's fingerprints end ide tifying them 

es the sexe (attaching fingerprint cards as bits). 

C. Affidavit of Robert A. Frazier, FBI Agent and. 

Ballistics Expert, comparing murder bullet with weapon and 

establishing that bullet came fron that or & 6 



@ric S. Galt (Ray) at hotel. 

Ins Angeles, regarding Lau's identification | 

c) 
”_ 

e 

D. Affidavit of Robert G. Jensen, FBL 

ee ee NE ae Sn 

sent in 

Kermhis, des::ibing ‘eapons and physical evidence turned ( 

over to hin %y Keignis Police. 

E. Afficevit of Robert G. Jensen, FoI ent in Y 

Memthis, with exhibits, describing registration card of 

F. Affidavit of James H! Mortimer, FBI Agent and 

- Handwriting Specialist, with handwriting exhibits, 

identifying signature on hotel registration card as 

game as docunents at partending school. 

G. Affidavit of Theodore J. A'Hearn, FBI Agent in 

of Galt (Ray). 
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