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- Date: ~
T FBI, lenmphis ro1 rue D711 18, 1958
Re: L.ab. No.

PURKIN
Specimens received 4/8/(38 | . .
CLOTIING RSO MARTIN LUTITTR KIKG, JR,
Q76 Shirs
Q77 Necktie
Q78 Buit coat
Q79 Trousers ,
QC0~081 Pajir o? goeks .
QE2 Undershorts
— Qa3 Underchirt
Q34-Q35 Pair of shoes'
-Resulis ©f exanination: | - -
There iz a large hole in the risht front

The Q77 nrccktie

hes been forcibly torn opart 4n the right front neek

portion also,
were largor than a bullet of .20 caliber size
in shape as 2all o2 the yarans were brokcn, not

The objeet or objeels cauginz the donage
L%

s

&

cut,

nd irrozular
One

or rore scuuents of bone could not be clininated as the

cause of the damage,

The rizat lavel of the Q78 coat has
areas on the guriace of the fabric,
torn by some object or objects, but the donoge
extend through the lapel, The torn areas vary
to 1" 4in lenzth and the condition of the yarn

three danaged
These areas have boeen

does not
fren 3

Indicates

the object or objects struck the coat f£rom above and prcbably

glanced off the coat.

Due to the sizes and ragged ecdges of

the dannged

“arcns of the Q7S chirt, G77 vechtie and 978 ouit cont,
it was not possible to vecognize any bullet holes or to
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deternlne from visual exanination whethor or pot a bullet
or any bullet Irageents had passed through o struck these
itoms, :
Ko bullet holes wers found 4n Q79 through §35.
. Tho cdaes o2 the hole torn in the QU5 shixrt
collar, the edzes of the throe tears on the cpllar of the
Q73 suit coat ond the rmatorisl near thoe ends of the Q77
pecktie were contaninated vwith troces of lead vaich could
have ccne froa o bullet or frea bullet fragnants.  The lead
-contanivation ol theme itons could not bLe asspeisted with
- & particular bullet or lecad source. o
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AIRTEL
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI

ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

-

SUBJECT: UNSUB, aka
' John Willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
VICTIM
CR

(00 Memphis)

Submitted herewith in separate enclosure
clothing Dr. KING wore at the time of the shooting

was removed at St. Joseph Hospital in Memphis and

to the Memphis PD by Det. E. S, BERKLEY, Memphis I

turned over to SAC ROBERT G, JENSEN, Preliminary
indicates what appears to be bullet entry in coll

y 1s the

r, This
brotght

D, and
examination

r of

"shirt and collection of large amounts of blood on|clothing.
This being submitted to Laboratory as possibility exists
it may determine point of entry at which bullet entered
KING's body. Laboratory also conduct serology examination

and any other examination deemed appropriate by L

(5)- Bureau (Enc 1) (AIR FREIGHT)
1 - Memphis
RGJ:mnr
(4)

boratory.
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