FBI withheld records on and about me, etc. W 9/26/84

62-109060~5900 was disclosed by the FBI after my request to respond under PA was
ignored by it and the 4G. It is a particularly interesting record because it is one
of several I used on appedl to show that the FBI had wndisclosed records to which it
referred or on which it drew that it withkeld without claim to exemption, just did
not make any reference toe.

BEL, who may be Lenihan, begins with Hoover's favorites, vitriolic and diabolical,
red baits and theng says "Weisberg has been in touch with Soviet officials in this
country and has entertained these officials at his farm at Hyattstown, Maryland, where
Weisberg raises chickens." (Page 1, graf 1)

There never were any Soviet officials at my farm, my home, ever. This is a corruption
of what I'll ge into but I must note that the only possible source is electronic sur-
veillance, probably wiretappinge. Now for what Zeally happened:

&% the time of the Nixon-Khruschev so-called kitchen debate, one of my then
customers, Bill Costello, formerly of CBS News, suggested that I challenge the Russians -
to peacful competition in poultry husbandry. I'd won just about all the prizes there
were 3p raising and cooking chicken, so he seng '§§ the USIA, where I was warmly
received (except that I got a parking ticket!) ‘b?}a 2% head who suggested that I
add a paragraph to what I had drafted in the form of a letter to Khruschev., This guy,

. %ho had a German accent and I think was named Walter or Walters, wanted me to go
farthur and invite the Khruschevs to our famm,and I added that. USIA apparently got
good use Gf it and before long I got a call fom a guy at State whose name I recall as
Hillis Lowrie. He wanted me to go farthur, to offer to help the Rgssians raise better
chickens, including by going there to do it. He said they could take care of all
expenses other than transportation and asked me to ask poultry groups to arrange that,
I did that and all else he asked, and then the thing was dropped and I was not told
wny. But I suspect the FBI might explain. The Northeastern Poultry Producers Council,
headquartered at Trenton, run by a Pennsylvania Dutchman named Richard Awmons (recaollection
not checked on neme) agreed to provide transportation. Well, I did hear further about
the Khruschevs. She was going 0 come on a Saturday when he was with Ike at °amp Davids
He would not have time, Then I heard that she had been delayed in Virginia, if I recall
correc%hile visiting people named Thayers She didn't come.Nor did anyone else.

Pursuant to Stg;be's request I also arranged for the Russian agricultural attache
to be taken through the mill that made my feeds This was discussed with him on the
phone and in the end he could not come, I never saw him in person. I think the resson
he could not come was a 1imitf on the mileage they could travel from their official
agsignments,

So, although nothing came of any of it after use by FOIA, which loved it, if the
FBL wanted to misuse its telephone intercepts, which I presume were on the embassy, not
my farm (unless that also was arranged later, as was not impossible), they could distort
the earlier conversations inte this lie, quite defamatory in context,

Another similar record of which I have a clear recollection of sending to Shea is
onein which FBIHQ also alleged that I had a personal relationshipfubth a Soviet
national inside the embassy. Never happened, never true. I was there only on business
and on a very few occasions only. I'm sure I can recall them and it was not of this
nature. In the end it was unfriendly, and the FBI's mail intercepts for the CIA certainly
reflect this.

The FBI's representations of what I said also are off. For example, p. 2, largest
graf, the dltgens picture referred to was taken during the assassination, not beforcis
it, and I think the FBI{itself identified the time as that of Zapruder Prame 253, It says
first shot at Z 210, What follows is cute, Lovelady's supposed identificathon of the



/

shirt he was wearing at the tige of the assassination. Dallasfias care?l{ess and in
error or juat lied, as I showed in WW II with their pictures ‘and those of the shirt
on the man in the doorway. later lovelady's wife phoned me and told me that she
wanted to sell the shirt he was ectually wearing to me for $5,000, as reported at the
end of the index in WW IIT, all of the rest of which had by the time of her call been
printed. It is obvioks that the FBI's shirt, ver Iﬂbroad stripes, couldn't be in the
Altgens picture anywhere. But we later found Ti—nythe overexposed Martin footage)

a shirt identical with what Yrs. lovelady described.

They follow this with a dguble lie, that Oswald did not have high security
clearences, and noiethey refer to no sources But that Oswald held gny clearence is
not in the FBI's reporting on his personnel records,vhich I have. He did have
the clearancés I reported, then only on the basis of what a Marine mate had told
me off the air on a call-in talk show, (I now have proof from Navy, not FBI or CI4)

The FBI's investigation is described as showing that Oswald was "highly sympasthetic
%o Russiaf and Marxism," Their investigation actually shows that Oswald denounced the
USSR Communist leaders as "fat, stinking politiciens" #n his writings, which the FBI
translated. (UsS. Communists "betrayers of the working class." Some "red," huh?)

This memo concludes by reporting that the FBI had earlier "furnished dass data
concerning Weisberg's scurrilous backefgound to the White House and 4ttorney General."
(Scurrilous; grossly or obscenely vulgar or abusive. Byn foul, vulgar, opprobious,
Toarse, abzé.ve.)

An attached form reflects sending copies of the fat®ications, defamations and
other falsehoods to both intelligence committees, citing Senstudy file 62-1163%95-
1454, which was not provided to me in response to my request.

Thoge terrible people sure set out to ruin the reputations of gll they did not
like or who disagreed with thems

They didn't even try to be up to date. I had liquidated my farming almest four
vears earlier and was living outside the city of Brederick then this was writtens
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S ‘The Joe Pyne Show which appeared on Washington TV Station !
- “*Channel 5 from 10-12 p.m., 12/10/67, had among its guests ]
j. Harold Weisberg, author who has written a number of books highly - b
critical of the Warren Commission, Set forth below is a sunmary
of the data discussed by Weisberg and Pyne: ‘ -

" BACKGROUND OF WEISBERG:

_ Weisberg is the author of the book entitled "Whitewash-
‘{The Report of the Warren Report." This book is a vitriolic and ’—)

“jdiabolical criticism of the Warren Commission, the FBI, the
- JSecret Service, police agencies and other branches of the United 7
{States Governmment. It contains inaccuracies, falschoods and
-: gleliberate slanting of facts to fit VWeisberg's purpose. Weisberg
‘*pvas One of ten employees fired summarily by the State Department
# Huring 1947 because of suspicion of being a communist or having o
' jcommunist sympathies. Later he was allowed to resign without =
““Pprejudice but was not restored to his former position. Weisberg
~has been in contact with Soviet officials in this country and has
ntertained these officials at his farm at Hyattstown, Maryland,

her ais . ) - - o
bihere Weisberg raises chickens REC 67 ta-/07060 0O
‘WEISBERG'S CURRENT ALLEGATIONS: '

Veisberg alleged that there are a number'%lnfseaglpsln
 {high.positions in the U. S. Government who know the jdentity_of the-
‘jlindividuals who killed President Kennedy but are suppressing such

1ntarmation. He alleged that officials of the Warren Commission,
~ |FBj, CIA, and several other U, S. Government agencies are involved
~:¥in’this suppression of evidence. N
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pRan ' Weisberg alleged that a Cuban .refugee informed the Warren
',;\;ommission shortly after the assassination that Leon Oswald and two
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Mexicans had visited her at her residence in Dallas on
ePtember 26 or 27, 1963. NWeisberg claims the Warren Commission
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan
RE: JOE PYNE SHOW R
--62-109060

ignored this woman's information. The woman is Sylvia Odio, an anti-
Cuban refugee. Odio's allegation was completely investigated and
results disseminated by us to the Warren Commission. Odio is a mental
case and Oswald was on a bus en route to Mexico when Odio clains she
’Fwt Leon Oswald.

R

Weisberg claimed James Altgens, Associated Press photographer,
»1tbok a picture at the time the Presidential motorcade was passing the
front of the Texas School Book Depository just a second or two prior to
the assassination. VWeisberg claims this photograph discloses an
-L@pdividual who appeared to be Lee Harvey Oswald standing in the doorway
Gf ‘the Depository building.  This is an old allegation made by Weisberg,
Mark Lane, and others. The individual standing in the doorway of the
. |Depository building is Billy N. Lovelady, an employece of the building.
1 Loyelady has identified the picture in question as one of him. This
has been corroborated by a number of Lovelady's fellow employees who
were beside him at the time the picture was taken. Weisberg attempted
‘{to discredit Lovelady by pointing out Lovelady claimed to be wealing a
ifferent shirt on the day in question to that depicted jin Altgen's
hotograph. Lovelady has since clarified this statement and has
ldentified the shirt he was wearing in the doorway.

Weisberg claims that just recently he received a call from
an unidentified individual who told him Lee Harvey Oswald possessed &
"*Top Secret Crypto clearance" while in the Marine Corps. The
allegation is absolutely false. Oswald never held such high security
W.lclearance. He did, of course, hold a clearance for certain classified -
‘,da;a which was published in Marine training documents and the like.

ﬁeisberg claims that Oswald was not a communist. He claims
that ‘Oswald's communist-like activities and defection to Russia were
simpIy mechanics used by Oswald to conceal his true political feelings.
Our: investigation of course disclosed that Oswald was highly sympathic
to W?BSla and Marxism.

| __%g};wvrmus :

: It was obvious that Joe Pyne, host of the program, was
completely unable or unwilling to recognize Weisberg's false state-
ments. As ajresult, Veisberg had an excellent platform to expound
{his false nllegations and continue his scurrilous attack.upon the
U. S. Government and its agencies,

Acr ION:

Sl For information. We have previously furnxshed data concerning
Weisberg s scurrilous background to the White House and Attorney General,
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