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" AF Efforts Help Cancel
IBM-USSR Computer Deal

International Business Machines disclosed recently
,in a surprise announcement that the Corporation’s
application to supply a computerized reservations
system, valued at more than $11 million, to the Soviet

T RS |4.|\|| -

travel agency, Intourist, has been rejecied by the

Commerce depariment.

Young Americans for Freedom, the national con-
servative student organization, has been waging a
campaign to inform the American public of the poten-
tial danger the proposed computer facility soca
w.b»zn to Sovict citizens.

Intourist, the Soviet travel agency, hasa reputa-
tion of being a KGB front organization. The con-
servative student organization, in voicing its oppo-
sition to the proposed sale, fearcd the computers
would he used by the KGB to spy on Soviet citizens
and Americans visiting the USSR,

A spokesman for IBM told HumaN EVENTS that
the proposed computer facilily was a System/370
Model 158 which is a more advanced system than
any in the USSR. The 370 is IBM’s latest and would
have been one of'the largest cver purchased by the
Soviet Union. “Here is where the danger lics,” he

"added. The larger the system the more easily it is

divertéd to other uses. According to the spokesman,
the NATO allies cxpressed concern and interest over
the size of the facility. Incidentally, IBM has already

m_:g& a similar model to the Kama River foundry

:. the USSR.

The facility, once reprogrammed, would Fave the
capacity to do most anything withits large data banks,
“You would have to let your imagination run wild,™
the spokesman said. Due to the high-grade quality’

of the system,  Soviet authorities could cmploy
the facility to store information not only on tourists
but on the movements of their own citizens. The sys-

tem could also be diverted to military purposes, The -

corporation spokesman said “the movement of

troops and supplies ”r_,ocm: the aid of a computer -

isn't a_:oqo_: than Bo<_=m tourists in and out of a
country.”
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SUBJECT —(6)

1. The attached report of the interview of 29 January l’“’/ v
'/

1976 was prepared by SAGEEEEWFO/FBI. Since the interview NYEH £ ..
was not recorded a transcript will not be available. ‘X ) 1%

2. An original and seven copies have been made of this
memorandum and attachment and are being given the same distri-
bution as previous Operationzl Memorands. °

Bruce L. Solie d
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Sy
\({]%/V On January 29, 19?6. asset was intervievwed by Special

Agent— FBI, Asset was shown photographs and

Lists #6317 through #6331, The lists contain names and biographic

data omose photographs were displayed to asset. -
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- view was not recorded a transcript will not be available.

2. An original and seven copies have been made of
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Bruce L. Solie
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