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Set forth hereinafter is an article concerning Sigmund
liikhailski (liikhailskiy) which appeared in the May 3, 1963,
issue of '"Time" magazine. ( ¥ )Qk

z "Sin Along with Slﬂ‘i)([,()

-

o some of the younger staffers in Britain's Moscow
embassy, smooth, chaiming Sigmund Mikhailski was living nroof
that a Communist needn't be a cad, 4n interpreter, smiling
Sig was hired to 1954 and soon made himself a regular Man
Friday around the chancery offices on Sofiiskaya quay.  Ilhen _

' no ‘one elsa could get Bolshol ballet tickets, Sig did, He
was equally skillful at producing haw-to-get goodies, or
black-riarketing their clothes or Vestarn currency for a handsome
profit. He always went out of his way to help the lonely ones,
showed then the sights, even took them to restaurants where
they invariably met Russians who seemed not at all afraid to
talk freely with Westerners.(\¥;)@(

"Jlder embassy hands were skeptical about Sig, knowing
that he was probably a Soviet spy. “fter all, local help in
Miscow ruust be nired from U.P.D.K., the government personnel
agency for foreign employers. But if the embassy fired Sig, they
reasoned, he would probably only be replaced by another spy who
inight be a2 bainder to boot. In any case, the younger Britons,
who invited him to their parties and went to his, felt certain

that he hated the Xussians. 'You see', explained Sig, 'I'm a
Pole.' lie made a determined bass at every new Nnglish girl he
met--and at the hovs as well. Vhen they resisted, he axplained
mournf:iiy that life in Moscow was hard on a passionste Pole. ?{Jp‘)

QTx;]."r‘
> -l

aszﬁm



PR T"Unusual H& benir; _ Alas,ipoor{Sigi One day in ? o
"1956,vwith no advance: warning. the British: fired him. Not et
without cause, "¢ Sig s saga finally came to light last week‘_; ﬁ%"&”i
“in al remarkably bland’ Xeport.by the judicial“tribunél that P
“hasg’” sPent three ‘months’ investigating the-Fatést ‘British:’
”spy scandal.. the’ stange case’ of ; William“John Vassall.uv
 homosekual Admiralty ¢léik ‘who had.been assigned €0’ the '
fNoscow embassy for two years, and had:been” -spying for the
Russians for seven, “Vassall's superiors, and all but.one. w"
“of “the officers who" Picked him out of 40 - applicants for. the”

‘-4Moscow assignment, -Were, exonerated by the; tribunal, which
ffijudged ‘him - weak"but ndt overtly queer‘h However,,admitted

the_report, Vassall's young colleagues Ad” b:

: ridiculed his: effeminate ways and c
passionate Pole so n
for'Vera Vassal

: “Eager to share his iew conquesﬁar
Vassall to other’ gay_types.7.u1wsh3117ne

. WrOte: to an older man-in, London, 'the many
f’extraordinary happenlngs that. ge on hefre,
' few people' ‘He .did not ‘apparently regard it a
ew 'an'fr‘i,'e'nds .photx graphe




""l‘he manufa.cture'of compromising situations >
,concluded the: Judges report last week,’.'must be regarded
-as oneé of, the" regular instruments ‘hy ‘nich the 'Soviet éret
_‘ervi'ce.seeks ro: suborn and enlist British '
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