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(P4  NiV 

16C?  al s a former officer of the Soviet Committee 
for Staffillt (KGB) whose bona fides has not been estabc 
lished, but who has furnished reliable information in the \101, 

9,  past. (p) 	
N 5  

blD 
der 

S) 
another Government agency which conducts 

An elligeglilliestigations, advised that on December 9, 1968, 

11141 
 was shown the following excerpt from a book by Robert 

M. S usser, entitled "Soviet Leaders," published by Thomas 
Y. Crowell Company (pages 91-92), pertaining to Aleksandr 
Nikolayevich Shelepin: 	j 

"The appointment to head the secret police was a 
turning point not only in Shelepin's career but also in the 
history of the secret police, the party, and the Soviet Union 
itself. It marked the successful culmination of a drive, 
originally launched in the early 1950's by a faction in the 
party associated with Alexander N. Poskrebyshev, to capture 
control of the secret police. 

1) 
 

"Shelepin's service as head of the secret police 
was marked by extensive personnel changes, in which young 
party and Komsomol members replaced older secret police 
veterans; a reduction of personnel, to a considerable degree 

e7, 	 c" pe-ry g.4,717u-c- 
44.-x 

.71. 	A 'ries- 



offset by a vigorous drive to establish c
lose 	ties 

with ordinary Soviet citizens; and a well
-publicized return 

to the principles of work which had alleg
edly guided the 

secret police in its. early years, as formulated by Lenin
 and 

Felix E. Dzerzhinsky, for the purpose of
 refurbishing the 

somewhat tarnished public image of the s
ecret police. Another 

major policy, re-establishment of morale 
which had been shaken 

by the revelations of Khrushchev's secret
 speech, found 

expression at a national conference of l
eading workers in the 

state security organs held in Moscow in 
May 1959. Although 

Shelepin's speech to the conference has 
not been published, 

its tone and content can be inferred fro
m the resolution 

adopted by the conference, which express
ed the determination 

of the state security service to deliver 
decisive counterblows 

"to the subversive activities of the agg
ressive imperialist 

states." Mit., 

"Shelepin also bore primary responsibili
ty for the 

investigation of secret police archives t
o decide on questions 

concerning the rehabilitation of victims
 of repression under 

Stalin. This work, carried out in close 
cooperation with 

party historians working under the direc
tion of Boris N. 

Ponomarev, enabled Shelepin to provide e
vidence that lent 

strong support to Khrushchev's renewed a
ttack on the Stalin 

cult and the antiparty group at the Twen
ty-second Party 

Congress in October, 1961. IN  
"During his two-year tenure as secret 

police chief, 

Shelepin laid the foundations of a territ
orial and organizatio 

machine which later facilitated his move 
to positions closer 

to the center of power. Available eviden
ce indicates that he 

was able to establish a working alliance,
with a number of 

influential ideologists and political fig
ures in the party, 

including Mikhail A. Suslov, Frol R. Kozl
ov, and Ponomarev. 

y 
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He also established links with the party orgenizationarof 
several of the union republics, notably thole of Georgia, 
Uzbekistan, and Byelorussia. 

kir
*IA),

%)lf  
"Shelepin was careful, however, to cover the traces 

of his factional activities--understandably, since they would 
have been regarded as disloyalty by Khrushchev, against whom 
Shelepin ultimately used the strength of the position he had 
systematically built up. Shelepin himself condemned faction-
alism in strong terms in his speech to the Twenty-first Congress 
in February 1959, saying with regard to the antiparty group, ft
.  . . the factionalists were overtaken by the fate that awaits 

all factionalists. The party threw them aside. . . ." 
19 

"During these years Shelepin took an increasingly 
active part in Soviet foreign policy, not only in his official 
capacity but also as a politically significant figure in his 
own right. The Sino-Soviet rift, which began to emerge as a 
major determinant of Soviet polity in 1959, engaged his 
special attention, as suggested, among other indications, by 
his presence on the delegation which accompanied Khrushchev 
to Peking in September 1959. It appears probable, in fact, 
that the principal causes of the split between Shelepin and 
Khrushchev, which can be dated approximately to late 1959, 
concerned foreign policy and that the disagreement centered 
particularly on Khrushchev's handling of the Sino-Soviet 
dispute and hisolicy of seeking a limited detente with the 
United States. 	yLD 

"At the plenary session of the Central Committee 
of the CPSU held immediately following the party's Twenty-
second Congress in October 1961, Shelepin was elected to the 
party Secretariat. To weeks later (November 14), he yielded 
his post as secret police chief to his former close associate 
and successor in the Komsomol, Sentichastly. T

it'7te) 
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d) 

SUbseqUent events make it clear that this change represented 

no loss of power for Shelepin; rather it can be interpreted 

as a shrewd move to free himself from the onus of being too 

closely identified with the secret police--a serious handicap 

in the bid for supreme power, as Beria's fall sufficiently 

indicates--while at the same time maintaining closeco trol 

of the secret police through a trustworthy protege. 

"As a secretary of the Central Committee, Shelepin's 

special spheres have been identified as "the police, the law, 

the procuracy, and the judicial organs, as well as party-state 

control functions." It was the latter function which provided 

him with the opportunity for his next major move. An extensive 

publicity campaign in the Soviet press in 1961 and 1962 

culminated, at the November 1962 plenary session of the Central 

Committee, in the establishment of the Party-State Control 

Committee of the Central Committee and the Council of Ministers 

of the Soviet Union. This body combined for the first time 

since 1934 the investigative and supervisory agencies in the 

party and government and recreated under a new name the 
Commissariat of Workers' and Peasants' Inspection atabkrin) 

which had served as one of Stalin's principal organizational 

bases in his drive for power in the 1920's. Shelepin was 

named chairman of the committee and at the same time a deputy 

chairman of the Council of Ministers.".((u, 
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