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MR. AND MRS. JOHN THUNE 
'Freedom is a priceless thing' 

Czech, Polish, East German, 
Hungarian and Soviet youths. 
We were the only Americans 
in camp. 

During this week we had 
participated in the Crimean 
Small Olympic Games. We 
placed second behind the 
U.S.S.R. in the tram stand. 
ings. 

The Soviets had placed 
some pressure upon us to sign 
a resolution hacked hy all the 
other nations presinit that von- 

dem n ed the "imperialist 
American 'aggressors" f o r 
most of the wrongs in the 
world and that the leaehijigs 
of I.enin are Ila! only way for 
mankind; This resolution was 
to be a pad cf a large art 
festival to 	held in the 
vamp. I told limn a resound-
ing lio and thal thus was an 

After IWO 'day:. of negnlia- 
lows. a siiitf.k resolohon was 

See Back Page. Col. 

:1 • %ritkiligoa 

i'•':t .: • 

4-. 1 	••• ; 
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0. t 

■;;P"  

a. 

Russian Poloce GrillisW T 

gland YMCA Leader 
"1 Thom, general executive of the Metropolitan 

• YMCA of Alameda County, underwent two nights of 
. interrogation by the Russian secret police during the 
Metropolitan Y's 11th International Adventure tour 
of Europe and the Soviet Union. 

"It wars like something .out of .a spy movie," 
'flume Old The ribune today in a telephone interview 
from Rot "just liter the group arrived there. 

Thos s. 	't) Gum!, 1tu.sia, July 9, with his 
wife, Elesror 	Bay Area youths, including the 
ThunR77m, I r. Armstrong. 14. Thune said he 
beard a niglit-i me lock on his door, and when he 
ativommil it he was surgounded by four plainclothes 
policemen and -iken to an interrogation .room. "They 
threatened to kill me or harm my group if 1 didn't 
cooperate," Thune said. "But I refused to sign any-
thing." 

After four hours of accusations, threats and ques-
tions about the FBI, the CIA and the U.S. military 
structure. Thune was warned not to mention the inter-
mgalion to anyone. He was then released. 

'The following day Thuile and his group traveled 
about 71411 miles to Kiev, .where he was picked up 
again. Ills wife was held, too. They were questioned 
separately by interrogators who insisted the Thum 
sign confessions written in Russian. Both refused. 
The group was allowed to leave Russia the follow-
ing day, and Thune reported the incident to the 11.S. 
consulate in Vienna, Austria. 

. 	Is his story, written July 17 in Vienna: 

By JOHN THUNE 	. 
Special to The Tribune 

It was late in the evening, face with the dreaded Soviet There was a sharp knock on secret police. 
the door. Before I could col- 	Our YMCA group of 22 led my. thoughts the door- young men and young women, opened and there I was, :Mr- plus my wife and me. had just 
rounded by four Soviet secret. completed two weeks in the policemen: 	 U.S.S.R. We had visited Len- 

This was my tItii visit: 	ingrad. Moscow and now we 
the Soviet union with YMCA  were terminating a week's 
youths in the last pi years. I , slay in the Soviet youth camp 
had always worried that au- Sputnik in Gum( on the 
thorilies might provoke an shores of the Black Sea near 
"iimiderit." Now that moment Yalta. 
haft (1/111f! -- I was face Ic, 	Ito this camp there were 

AKLAND TRIBUNE - 23 July 1970 
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Russian ops 
uiz Bay Man 

Continued from Page I 
adopted that eliminates' the 
who-ewes to America and 
that Lenin wax 	only 
way." We had mute enure. 
gems help from the Czech 
and gmgatian leaders 
drafting this ameaded does-
melt. The Soviet Hiders In 
Camp Sputnik mewed la lw 
pretirrbed over this U.S. "vie. 
tory." • 

We were making travois 
among the young people nr. 

lIns was giving me 
seine anxiety for I felt the See 
via authorities might !provoke 
an -Incident." 

On our last night in camp 
we were notified dint we 
would be leaving the next day 
at S a.m. instead of the sched-
uled 1 p.m. I team even 
more apprenhensive. 

That night. on July IL there 
was the knock on my door. I 

Another report. Page 7.K 

was surrinuelett by four secret 
policemen. More were outside 
the ground Mew window and 
many more were in the hall. 
way. I was declared an enemy 
of the Soviet state. 

My bags were searched. 
They confiscated some Ameri-
can and English 
and magazine arts es 
with a MCA information pa-
per on the Soviet llnion. tfooe 
could be considered "anti - So-
siet." 

I was taken upstairs and in-
terrogated by two secret pie 
lice (or most of the night. 
was told that I was a very 
clever 'man" and to "stop 
heating around the bush" and 
eaten*. 

1 (dart was lead that 
could be killed and HMI my 
young son, Brad. who was 
traveling with us. and meta-
hers of the group could be 
harmed if I did not cooperate. 
The chief intenrigallor said to 
me. "You foolish Americans 
with all your freedom. In our 
stale we will control our peo-
ple and you tool" 

I was told to leave the room 
and to return in a short time 
at 4:30 a.m. with all the liter-
ature our young people had 
hrought will them from 
America .- without arousing 
suspicions. Also. at 4:30 a.m. I 
would be required to sign a 
"confession.** 

RetUrrung at the designated 
time. I turned over a small 

handful of booklets. The only 
thing that might have been 

*considered anti - Soviet by 
stretching the . imagination 
was a paperback copy of Lev. 
Ines "Mainstrect 
We had been actkoad of dis-
tributing anti - Soviet 'item 
lure. We had not. 

A Ming duramenl. typed and 
wad Ia me in Ilicriaa. wan 
played before me for my sag 
hatter.% I was MOU1Mandril IY 
!ARIL I refused. Icy the way. I 
do Not andendand Ihnsuio. 
They continued le "e mule. 
age" Inc. I motet* refused. 
Then they said It would not be 
necessary for me to sign as 
they would sign their own 
names attesting to my 

Then I was informal that 
these conversations would 
continue upon my arrival in 
Kiev that night. I was WPM 
warned that 1 bad better coop- 

On the night of July 10 in 
Kiev my wife and I were 
A11,1111 In retire wiles Ike tete. 
phone rang. We were in-
harmed that we would he 
packed up in a few minutes 
and taken in the 
1:Ingig fur questioning. 

rri log at the Hotel 
Ukraine my wife and I were 
taken to an upstairs room and 
seated at a table illuminated 
with a dim light hanging 
ahove. lien we were viciously 
interrogated by the same two 
men who bad been the prima-
ry men talking to me in Gur. 
we the Malt before. They 
again slated that 1 wax a very 
clever man and they knew alt 
shout me. 1 tried to question 
them Meant my life. In Mon 1 
was brewpiely informed. "We 
an- sicking the questintot " 

My wit'e was ordered from 
the teen for separate interru-
pt:tie. There was obvintudy a 
r-icrophone communications 
setup lartwecn the Interraga-
IMn roams and a central 
hcaikmaricvs. Advice was 
routing ahnost continuously 
over a telephone from another 
hIsurCe. 

My wife teas taken to anoth-
er dimly lit room and severely 
questomed by Iwo other men. 
A variety of persons would 
come in and out of the room. 

'Ito• polwe wanted to know 
all about her 'activities in her 
program posttitm at the inter-
national House at the Univer-
si:v of California at Berkeley. 
What did site know about the 

Soviet x I rodents' She was 
finnly urged In Mee*" me 
la "sties" ." 	 • 

After several beers of in 
tense queloiming we Were rv- 
leaned on the morning of July 
II without having signed any 

 I never did understand 
the full lenticular* of the 
Inimpid up "vonfeocion." 

It as n01. -Jones Ih Note 
that at leal MOW 41 oar Astor 
roost." had tweis a "r,sof 
trawl ' M oar yolk. at ramp 
Spate* our the 1142,4 Sea. 

	

The ualy Indium* sneident 	j 
was the Intensive march of all 

	

my wiles pwasernions at the 	t 
Kiev airmai an July 12 priie 
to our departure to Vienna. 
Mgr*. They even neanited 
the lining of her wan and 
probed her fare moms. 

Upon my arrival in Vienna I 
literally Waled the greund. 
Entedom is a wireless Ohm! 

New bud nor young prank• 
have been informed of this in-
cident with the turret 
there seems to he a genuine 
apperriatiou of Mine. These 
youths have Woe to realise 
that there In a weal defier-
care hetweett Ihe !mildly So-
viet nuns nit 11w street win is 
reeking a better life and the 
leaders of the Soviet Wale 
with their reproodve 

The Soviet Dear let an the 
mum is the Middle Eant.'mur 
presence an the shores id the 
Static Sea, their Inandiag 
paint, may havh heightened 
their nurvellianco of as. • . 

ii 
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