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Russian Police Gri

@@E«ﬂand YMCA Leader

didin Thuue, general executive of the Metrapolitan
"YMCA of Alneda County, underwent (wo nights of
-interrogation hy the Russian secret police during the
Metropolitan Y's 11th International Adventure tour
of Furope and the Soviet Union.

“IL wos like something .out of a spy movie,”

‘une tald The Fribune today in a telephone interview
from Romg justiafier the group arrived there.

" Thure ™ lin Gurzuf, Russia, July 9, with his
wife, Flearor PRITZ2 Bay Area youths, including the
Thunes™ o, 1) Armstrong, 4. Thune said he
hesiard & mipht-thoe kgock on his door, and when he
atitewered QL e lwas sdecounded by four planclothes
policeigen aned
threatened (o Kkill me or harm my group if | didn't
comperate,” Thune said. “But | refused to sign any-
thing.™

Alter four hours of accusations, threats and ques:
tions about the FBI, the CIA and the U.S. military
structure, Thunc was warned not to mention the inter-
rugation to anyone. He was then released.

*The following day Thune and his group traveled
about 300 miles to Kiev, where he was picked up
again, His wife was held, too. They were questioned
scparalely by interrogators who insisted the Thunes

sign confessions written in Russian, Both refused.

The group” was allowed fo leave Russia the follow-
ing day, and Thune reported the incident Lo the (.S,
consulate in Vienna, Austria,

. his b5 hin story, written July 17 in Vienna:

8y JOHN THUNE -
Special to The Tribune

iken o an interrupation. room. “They -

policcmen!

It was lale in the evening.
There was a sharp knock on
{he door. Before I could col-
fect my . thoughts the door-
opencd and there [ was, sur-
rounded by four Soviet secret

This was my (hifd visi{ fo
the Soviet Union with YMGA

youths m the last 10 years. I,

hiad always woarried that au-
thorities might  provoke an
“incident. Now that moment
had come -~ | wis face fo

facc with the drcaded Soviet
secret police,

Our YMCA group of 22
young men and young women,
plus my wife and me, trad just

. complefed two weeks in the

US.S.R. We had visited Len-
ingrad, Moscow and now we
were  terminating a week's
stay in the Soviel youth camp
Sputuik  in Gurzuf on  the
shares of the Black Sca near
Yalta,

fn this camp there wore

R i,
! t"“;‘*‘\' il

e

< fe
AER N o, ant

.
Taean

e

A &3 derndies < N p AR
he . 253 L AL Ll *

. Y e
ot meiatlin cs b Jﬁgsm,

MR. AND MRS. JOHN THUNE
‘Freedom is a priceless thing’

Czech, Polish, East German,
Hungarlan and Sovicet youths.
We were the only Americans
in camp,

During this week we had
participated in the Crimean
Small Olympic Cumes. We

.placecd sccond behind the

USS. in the team stamd.
ings.

The Soviels had placed
Some pressure upon us to sign
a resolutiva backed by alf the

other natians present it cou-

demned the “imperialist
American  ygressors” for
mast_ ol the wrangs in the
world and that the teachipgs
of Lenin are thie only way for
mankind.: This resolution was
to be a part ef o large art
festival 1o be held in the
camp. | tald them o resound-
ity o and thal thes wis an
insult.

Alter twa “days of nestolia-
fions, a smeple pesolutien wirs

See Back age, Cal. &
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Russi

an

Quiz Bay Man

Continued frem Page |

adopied that climinated the

refercaces to America  and
hat lenia was the  only
way."” We had some coura-
geous help from the Crech
and Hungarian leaders in
drafling this amemded docw-
ment. The Saviet leaders in
Camp Sputpik sonited (o be
preturbed aver thes USRS “vie
tory”

We wrore wuking  fricids
Akt Uy, pecqgde ne
cuttge. Thes was givig e
senee anxudy for 1 felt the So-
viet authorities might provoke
an “incidom.™

On our last night in camp
we ‘were nolified (hat we
would be leaving the next da;
af §aum, inslelad of the sched-
uled 1 pm. [ hecame even
more apprenhensive.

That night, en July 9, there
was the knack on my door. 1

Anaother repart, Page 7.

was surrgwind hy four seeret
policemen, Mare wore atside

way. | was declased an enemy

uf the Soviet state.
My bags were scarched.
liscated sume Ameri-

1 (alsa) was teld (hat {
cwuld be kithed and thut my
son, Brad. who was

bers of the group coutd be
farmed if 1 did not cooperate.
The chicl infervagalor said to
me. “You foalish Americans
with all your frecdom, In our
state we will control our peo-
ple and you too!™

I was told to feave the room
and to return in a short time
al 4:30 am. with gl the Jiter-
aure our youns people hid
hrought with them from
America - withnl srousing
suspicions, Alse, al 4:30 ., |
would Ix: required 1o sign
“canfession.™

Returnmng at the designated
tinte. 1 turned over a small

handful of booklcts. The wnly
thing that might have been
considered anti - Sovict by
stretching  Ch e imugiantion
was a paperback copy of Lov-

inc's “Mainstreet USSIL"

We had been accuned of dis.
iributing anti - Soviet Wera-
turc. We had nat.

A long ducwnent, typed and
read o nwe in Hussion, was
el lirfore gne tor sy 2y
wature, § was evapmianded (o
i 1 erefusedd. Ry the way, |
o wndorstand 1w,
They  comtinged to  “encimr-
age™ e, | resolutely refused.
Then they ?id It would dl: be
necessary for me lo us
they would xign (heir own
names attestiag to my
“guilt.”

Then 1 was informed that
these conversations would
cuntinue upon my arrival in
Kicv that night. | wax again

- warned (hit I had botter coop-

crate,

On the night of July 10 in
Kiev my wile and | were
alwant 10 relire when the tele.
phone rang. We were in.
fornd that we would be
prcked up in n few minalos
ad taken fo the {ietel

lz_lt‘gimlwmiunin.. wecking
Arriviag at the llolel

Ckraine my wife and | were

taken lo an upstairs room and

gllled .td‘lmuhl'ie luminated

th a ght  haaging
Incrrogaicd by the

by the same two

men who bad been the prima-

ry men talking to me in Gor. .

2uf (he night before, They
again stated that [ was 2 vory
clever man and they knew ail
aliutt e, 1 trind to question
them abot my life. 1o rlarn 1
wax brusguely informed, “We
arv asking the questions *

My wi{e was ordered from
ke roen for separate interrn-
gation, There was ohviously u
teicrophane  comsnunicatiens
selup betwesn the interroga-
tin roams and a  contral
headquariers, Advice was
coming  alnest  continuously
uver a lelephone from avather
source. M

Aly wife was taken o anolh-
er dimly lit room and severely

queshianed by twa ather men. -

A variely of persens would
Cntne i and onl of tie eeom,
The jalice wanted te knaw
all about her activities in der
program posiva at the inter-
witivnal House at the Univer-

sity of Califurnia at Berkeley,

What did she know abuut the

Saviet studenta? She was

fiemly wneed (o influcace oe
o “confess.™ .

Afler several bimex of in.
Iense QuEKtioning we were v
foused on the mernbeg of July
11 without having signed any-
thing. | pever did endersiand

H aen: wlere-dup o wde
That 3t bead some of onr timies
togaters bl foen 2 “penel
froew! * o uny yeaslic: 3t Camp

Sputark oo the Bileek Sea,

The only furthes  sncident
was the inteasive seareh of all
mny wife's peocxsions at the
Kiev alrpurt en July 12 prior
{0 our departure to Viewna,
Austria. They even scarched
the linlng of ber purce and
probed her face cresms.

Upon my arrival in Vienna {
likcrafly Gised the pround,
Frecdom ix a priceless (hing!

Now (bt our yownt prople
have been infarnwd of this in-
cident with the svrel golier.,
there srems te te 8 prmsine
apprecimton of e, These
sunths have begun ta reatioe
that there j5 u great difier-
e betwaen the toweadly So-
viel man on e sireet whe ix
a dedler life and e

Scaders of - the Swviet  stale
wﬁhltdrmptmvcpolk_-m.
" The Soviet flear is on the
mave in the Middie Faxl. Our
of the

\
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