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Extract from The 900 Days The Siege of Leningrad  
by Harrison E. Salisbury 

Chapter 3: 

"Twenty-five years after the Saturday of June 21, 1941, Admiral 
Kuznetsov was still trying to reconstruct what was happening behind the 
scenes in the Kremlin, in the Defense Commissariat, in the highest 
circles of the Soviet Government. 

"He recalled the day as an unusually quiet one. Ordinarily his 
telephone was busy with calls from commissars and high officials, 
especially fron those whom he liked to call the 'fidgety ones,' Vyacheslav 
A. Malyshev and Ivan I. Nosenko, the chiefs of the defense industries. 
The calls would come in a steady stream until about 6 P.M., when the 
top officials usually went home for dinner and a little rest before return-
ing to their offices. They were in the habit of staying on duty until 2 or 
3 A. M. in the event of a call from Stalin, who worked through most of 
the night. A commissar who was not at his desk when a call from the 
khozyain,l or boss, came through was not likely to be a commissar the 
following morning." 
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