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ATTTNTION EFUTOAL IXUTSTICATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL QIGWTS SECTION,
AOMROTCCTIOMAL NMNTT
T C:ansy SELTET CNAITTFE OF ASSASSINATIONS
mEmnTRL, Jampsy 6, 1977.% -
p PTUIFW OF DTNVTD FILES IFVCALS TYF FOLLOVING: /Q‘

DY °9.a1: ASSASSIMATION OF PPRCIDENT JOYM FITZEETALD

VENNTRV DALLAS, TFYAS, NOUEARER 22, 1963, AFO, 00: NALLAS,

TUIS SEVEY WOLNYT FILE WAS DESTPOYED wITY EYCTPTICN OF FH-S"?”

OF JULY 9, 1972 INM ACCO®DAMGE WITU TUF D‘°T°" AN QF_FILES A é?
. Ec- /I c(f}
PECOTDE PORRAN,  Algr §ERTALS et A e S A S S

STAST WITH STPTAL X3P, SFPIAL 3¢ IS A BUTEL DATED AMGUST 31,. - 1)
1975 ®TLATING DITTCTOP 'S PFCPOMSFS TO INOUIPITS FROM THT DALLAS -~ -=o. .

TI¥FE-YTPALD COMCTPNINR OSUALN'S NOTE LEFT AT NALLAS FRI OFFICF,
OTHF™ SEPTALS RTAL WITH LOCATING AND IMTEPVIEVWING CITIZENS
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PART TUDTE PN £6-021& CLEAPD
NN €2-pAKc: THT POTCINERT®S COMMISSION OF THE ASSASSINATIOM
QT TOECINENT YEFNTNY, BUFILE €2-179797, TYIS FILE WAS OPENED

ON SFPTEMPER 37, 1964 I'POM PECFIPT OF RIMAIRTFL WITH ARCVE
CaPTIONM, AFD CONTAIMS 12 SEPJALS ALL PFLATING TO THE WARREN

COMMISSICN PTPORT, M0 RULVY OR TAPE EYWIRITS CONTAINED THEREIM,
pEMYTS IMDICFS PFFLTCT 10 FILTS IDENTIFIAPLTE WITH
ManTNA K, OSWALD , ISP, SCRIP, AND OMLY REFEPENCES AS FOLLOWS
FO”:. LFT HARPIEY QSTALD , MM R9-4]: ISP C'RA, DN 44-377, 00:
napLLAc,
I¥ ADDITION, NN 157-27%, ENTITLED "MURYINT CONTAIRS 8
WLNMMES WITH ADDITIONAL 2 VOLUMES OF 1A OF MOSTLY PHCTOS ANMD
REMATNS INTACT,
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A2 LURCAU ToL&TYPe TU ALL SACS DATeD JANUARY 6, 1577, ‘/), B
\ "

Pare2iilCay cUrRcAU TeleTYPe IMNCICATZD ThHaT The KHOUSE /

SELECT COuITTEE UN ASSASS1uaTlUNS (HSC) HAD BE:il CREATEZD BY,
TRE M WZTH-FCURTH CCNGRESS TO INVESTIGATe THE DZATHS GF JOHN F,
KERELY an MARTLR LUTHER KING, JRe  J D [/ TAFO- %37'

I¢ CouncCTICSTI08 THIS }&Ec?'il.?vzsnemlou, THE — — —
BUREAU REwlcoTew RECLPIELTS TG PRePARE AN INVENTURY OF A JAN 18 1977
14TERIALS AVAILABLZ Ii THZIR OFFICES OK (1) THE ASSASSINTMION,mme s
CF PRE-IDENT JOH: Fo KENUILY, NOVEMBER 22, 1563 (2) Lt

HarVZY OSuWnALD, IS=R = CUBaj (3) {TARINA WNe ySwalb, IS-R, SuBIR;
/0,.,
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PnGZ FOUR nT (66-2242) ¢ F T O

THERZ WERE SZVeRaL PHOTOGRAPHS IN THi 14 SZCTION OF THIS
FILE OF JnCK RUSY AI0 ONe OTHZR IDIVIDUAL HAWTIONED IN THE
FILE, THERE WeRE KO BULKY £XHIBITS GR SUB FILeS IN THIS
CASE, (0) TAIS FILE CONSIST:D OF UNE VULUNE AND THERE WERE
84 SERIALS In Td: FllLz.

(5) (x) ol 62-2154. (B) THe PR=SIDENT'S COAIISSIOX
Oi THE Ab54o5iwnTiCH GF PRESIDENT KeblieDY (WARRLS COMMISSION .
(C) TAIS ATL&KTw FILZ WAS OPElicD AS A DEAD FIL: IN StPTEiBER,
1S64 w0 CCioIsTzi OF RCLTINc CURALSPUWDENCE DEALING WITH THE
WAAREW ClilaI55IChe THZRE WLRE HU TaPod, ELSUR LGES UR
TRAuSCAIPTS I THIS FILze THERL Wele NU PRUTUGRWPHS,

BULKY ExAlsITs Of SU: FiLes Ii THLS Fileso (D) THIS FILE
CONSISTED OF Gii VOLUic AED THERE WCR: SIX S:iRIALS IN THE FILE.

NG ATLAiTe FILeS RELATING Tu THZ ASSASSINATICN OF
PRESIDEWT JOKW Fo KENNZDY HAVE B2id DESTROYED.

IT 1S WOTED HOWEVER, THAT LN CONKECTION WITH THE
TGVEATCRY OF ATLewTa FILZS RELATIVE TO WARTIN LUTHER KING, Ja.,
Al HIS 4SSaSoliATION, ATLANTA Ii ITS TeLeTYPZ Tu F5IHg,
DECiWBER 12, 1975, CAPTIOMN:S ™w@4RTIN LUTHER KING, JR3 BUDED
CECEuBER 12, 1975%, LISTiw AR IWVENTURY GF aLl ATLANTA FILES
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P4GE FIVZ AT (S6-2242) L F T C
O GeATIN LUTHZR KING, JRe, FIS ivicDIAT: FaulLY, THE
ASSASSIRATION, £TCe wTLniiTh HaS NOTzu THAT CHZ FILE LISTED
Ii# THIS IWVESTGRY Hed BoiN D=5TROYED UNDER THE DEsIRUCTICY
OF FILZ5 A RECORWS PRCGRA4e THIS FILL KAS AT 9-167S, CAPTIONED
"UNEUBS WeRTLi LUTHER KLNG, Jit = VICTlae EXTCRTICH = AAGILAL
iATTER™, WHICK WaS A OKD VOLUé FILe GF 22 ScRIALS AND |
CCHTnlliZu ROUTIN: CORRZSPUIDENCE DealliG WITH A THReATENING
LETTER TG vinATId LUTHER KIwG IN 1565 FRO Al ISDIVIDUAL IN
CALIFOR LA
BT :
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GSA PPl (6} CH 100116

UNITED "STATES GO!RNMENT

Z//}M emorandum

7 éil?'
TO : Mr. Gallagheé-’ - DATE: 1/7@/76
! l - Mr. Held
1l - Mr. adams
FROM : J. S. Peelm 1 - Mr. Gallagher
1l - Mr. Peelman
) l - Mr. Lawn
SUBJECQOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 1 - Mr. Mintz
ON ASSASSINATIONS 1l - Mr, Moore

PURPOSE: To furnish for record purposes a copy of a

Aslec. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD lav.

Asst. Dir.:

Adm. Sory. 2

Ext. AHairs

Fin. & P,

Gon. lov.

idom.

lnspoction g
ntell. - )

Lege! Coun

Plen. & Evel. .

Rec. Mgnt.
Spec. lnv.
Treining

Telephone Rm. ____
Directer Sec'y ___

»

"Report Together with Additional and Supplemental Views of
the Select Committee on Assassinations, United States House

of Representatives."

RECOMMENDATION: For information and record purposes.

. APPROVED; Adm.Serv._____ Logal Caun.,..........
. Ext. Piiates P o-n hsp..
s Director._ /) FFeo 2 Proes . ‘ e
_&'—/ Jssoc Dl o 1 o b. 'r"'}' I e
" Dep. AD 5 N o . b -
fim Dot T
DETAILS: The House Select Committeg on Xssassinations, “\Cvﬁ“f‘
formed in September, 1976, (House Resolution 1540) was man- —
dated . . . "to conduct a full and complete investigation

and study the circumstances surrounding the death of John F.

Kennedy and the death of Martin Luther King."

As you are

aware, the FBI previously conducted extensive investigations
concerning the assassination of Kennedy at Dallas, Texas,
in 1963 and the assassination of King in Memphis, Tennessee,

in 1968. Regarding the King assassination,

Pled guilty to this murder in State Court in Tennessee

and presently is in!Jocal confinement. .- e
) wod b — /72

Attached is a copy of a "Report Together wi

James Earl Ray

o-’\u'

Additional and Supplemental Views of the Select Committee on

Assassinations, United States House of Representatives."

In the

beginning of this report Congressman Thomas N. Downing, Chairman
of the Committee, states that "I am transmitting herewith to

the House of Representatives the Report of the Committee
representing the results of the Committee's investiwation __
The

and study since its inception on September 17, 1976.

report includes the recommendations of the Committee with . .
respect to continued investigation by the House of Represenééélves

of the assassinations of John F.

Kennedy and Martim-fathale, e

King, Jr." The report includes a budget recommendation of
$6,531,050 for 1977 i
n .—-';%'
Enclosure t}¥' PP %
62-117290 \y-ﬁ{"‘_‘f-'»w‘-"'
HNH:sas_,'( L coNrrnuEp - ovER

2 8\1é77'/) Buy U.S. '&W'ﬂg! Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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PD0769 81504262 ) LI po—
‘- / T Al U IWVIST'GATION m'_ﬁ‘::,‘:
RR HQ / / - CATWINS SICTION Asst. Dir.:
’ Adm. Serv.
A T R Affairs
DE PD ﬁl? - . u””d' i ' g;:&f'“" B
/ : 2 ey "_ : Gm m‘-;
n!
FM PORTLAND (62-3144) 4 H Legal Comn.
Plan. & Inspo—
- Rec.
TQ/DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE N e —
’ Spec. Inv.
T ’ Trahzing —eeee
: R : v Telephone B
CLEAR Director’s Sec'y.—

ATTENT ION -GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS
SECTION, CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT
C:DHOUSE SELECT' COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS.
RE BUREAU TELETYPE, JANUARY 6, 19777
FILES OF THE PORTLAND OFFICE CONTAIN FOLLOWING FILES:
RELATIVE TO ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY: r{u}

L. .A. PD 89-21, BUFILE 62:0109666 REC26 42 //7)/0 B \ :
B. “ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY, T——

NOVEMBER 22, 1963, DALLAS, TEXAS™ © g JAN 19 177,
C. FILE CONTAINS INFORMATION RELATIVE TO CONIAGF smmmmm mmmmum

WITH INFORMANTS FOR ANY INFORMATION THEY MAY HAVE

CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY AS WELL

AS AN EVALUATION OF INDIVIDUALS IN OREGON WHD COULD BE

P



PAGE THREE PD 62-3144 CLEAR
| (STRIPPER) , AND INVESTIGATION RESULTING FROM INFORMATION
Lo RECEIVED BY PORTLAND OFFICE ALL OF WHICH DETERMINED TO BE

WITHOUT SUBSTANCE. FILE ALSO CONTAINS RESULTS OF LEADS
RECEIVED FROM OTHER OFFICE SUCH AS DETERMINING WHEREABOUTS
OF INDIVIDUALS TO BE INTERVIEWED.

THIS FILE CONTAINS NO TAPES, ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE
LOGS AND/OR TRANSCRIPTS, PHOTOGRAPHS, BULKY EXHIBITS, OR
ANY MATERIAL WHICH IS IN ADDITION TO ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE.

THIS FILE CONSISTS OF TWO VOLUMES, THREE INCHES IN
DEPTH, HAVING 193 SERIALS. NO PORTION OF THIS FILE HAS
BEEN DESTROYED.

NO PORTION OF THE FILE RELATING TO "MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., SM-C* (PD 18@-12198) (BUFILE 102-186672) OR
“MURKIN", (PD 157-388) (BUFILE 157-38861) HAVE BEEN
DESTROYED.

BT




. ‘ *EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION : Assoe. Dir. .

- . h 1CQ Dep. AD Adm._7

é  COMMUNICATIONS SECTIQN Dep. AD Adm.-
Asst. Dir.:

% Adm. Serv. ___

! .
; Ext. Affairs, __
_ e L EL 8 o n. Inv, ¥
) ' d -—
o i —|
/ M Legal Coun, L
. o Plan. & Insp.__...
M PARIS/( 1D ) Plan. & Insp—
TO DIBECTOR (62-11729® PRIORITY 202-20 M l&{ S —

BT ) m . Tr. ining

Telephone Rm. _
CLEAR

P2B156& JAN 77

Director’s Sec’y..

ATTENTION GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECT ION,
CONGRESSIONAL. INQUIRY UNIT
Oqouss SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS /
REFERENCE BUREAU CABLE, JANUARY 6, 1977,
(1> THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY \j;,;.
NOVEMBER 22, 1963 | U/
00: DALLAS BUREAU FILE 621050268 .
PARIS FILE 62-148 - DESTROYED JANUARY, 1973
(2) LEE HARVEY OSWALD
1S - R~ CUBA ‘
00: DALLAS BUREAU FILE 1 @5-82555
PARIS FILE 165-1867 - DESTROYED JANUARY, 1963 /5 ) \\‘_)
PARIS FILE 1 88-1976, CAPTIONED, mﬁkg:m-:, sn -REC-onTaswas 7"? \

LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM DATED MARCH 30, 1964, AT WASHINGTON, Jan 55,1977 .

ENTITLED, LEE MARVEY OSWALD, - W —_—
84 JAN?ZYU 14’77‘/%47




PAGE TWO PAR 66-17 CL E A R ¥
(3) MARINA N, OSWALD
1S - R
SOBIR : BUREAU FILE 100-126832 °

PARIS INDICES NEGATIVE.

(4) JACK RIBY
LEE HARVEY OSWALD - VICTIM
CIVL RIGHIS BUREAU FILE 44-24016

PARIS FILE 44-2 - DESTROYED JANUARY, 1973
(5) PRESIDENT®S COMMISSION.ON THE ASSASSINAT ION OF
PRESIDENT KENNEDY (WARREN COMMISSION)
BUREAU FILE 62-129090
PARIS FILE &-148 - DESTROYED JANUARY, 1973.
PARIS FILE 10@-2082, ENT ITLED, MURKIN, WAS DESTROYED JANUARY,
1973, h |
BT




N " FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESIaAl . -,
e / ‘ COMMUNICATIONS sacnom?c - ,I J? "/
) ld Tave e—— T
5 , JAN 133977 e -
//., L 0'1: o
s ' P‘ “ ' ) -
] ~ TELETYPE 5\ L
, ‘:?1 ; _:

P 1412302 JAN T7

FM TOXYO (62-36)
10 DIRECTOR PRIOR ITY. NR. 014-13

ATT"NTION’ GENERAL'INVESTIGAT IVE p1VviSION, CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION,
10NAL INQUIRY UNIT,.
cT COMMITTEE ON ASSA

aU CABLE DATED JANUARY 6,

DATED AUGUST 38, 1976s £NTITLED * MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.”
JLES SET FORTH IN y/

SSINAT IONS. 9/-
1977, AND TOKYO - CABLE

SEARCH OF TOXYO 1MW ICES CONCERNING F
H FILE AT TOXY0 1S

KENNEDY' o
10 CURRENT

REFERENCED BUREAU CASLE IV ICATES ONLY SUC
F PRESIDENT JOHN Fo

E 'ASSASSINATION 0
" 1ToKYO 62-36. TH1S FILE ROUTINELY DESTROYED PR IOR
PROHIBITION oN DESTRUCT 10N OF SUuC ADD 1TIONALLY,
s BEEN pDESTRO YED

as PREVIOUSLY NOTED, T0XYO MUR&MILE HAD AL
's‘cz (o - //7}&,\

UNDER DESTRUCTION OF FILES A RECORDS PRO

BT o :
e Bo JAN 18 W77 3‘

TOKYO FIL

H MATER IAL.
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LVOT769 0438129"Z » Ay D T ©
. . . . - . . A .o
[, A am o ok gom Born
RR Ha ) /// COMMUI'CATIORS SEIIEE T
LI\ Iden ——
ELY 7 - FEBLUER (O foms
e - Legal C
R 1288127 FEB 77 *E":ET% p,m&;gf;ﬁ
142) Rec. Mgt
Fiy LAsné;As (39-61) (RUC) P g-ui?gT‘
v pec. Iny, -
Traini
10 DIRECTOR (62-11725¢ ROUT INE raning
D‘ﬂetor'. s'c.’:

CLEAR | |
AT TENTIONs GENERAL INVEST IGATIVE DIVISION, CIVIL RIGHTS d b

SECT 10N, CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, .

= | HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINAT IONS, ‘
. REURTEL, FEBRUARY, 11, 1977, , (.
LAS VEGAS FILES REFLECT TOTAL NUMBER OF SERIALS:
FOR THE BELOW LISTED FILES3 \}}Q’

l. ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNED Y -

111 SERIALS
2, LEE HARVEY OSWALD - 64 SERIALS
3. MARINA N. OSVALD - WO FILE ST 114 3@’31\ |
A. JACK RUBY - 212 SERIALS (2 7s0, — \6 >
' - J

PRESIDENTS COMMISSION ON THE ASSASSINAT ION OF
'.-aa L -

- 18
Y o MMISSION) - 12 SERIALS. .
PRES IDENT KENNEDY (WARREW COMMISSION) - 12 SERIALS. . _ ... @
6. MURKIN - 217 SERIALS '; l,l
N | !
¢ ‘/ 67

4 F£822197
8 ,,,75770




RAEN : o C o _[N‘ ¥ Dir. ...‘-
SRV C - Vo . A A
, .

Dep. AD Ip¥ee
FEDERAL BUREAU UF INVESIIGATION Asst. Dir:

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION | Ko s —
PX0585 422 10% Ext. Affon

FEB 111924 Gen. |
RR HQ L) - Y% Tntell.
// . . Legal Coun.
DEPX ~/, ‘ . TRERTYPE —;B
R 112058Z FEB 77 %,;?;f:,"___’—+
Training .- ———
FM PHOEN IX (62 2134) (P) ' | Q%m‘—-\ Telephone Fm. —
. ’ _ Director’s Sec'Y e
TO DIRECJOR (62 117290) ROUT INE J
BT

CLEAR

2/18/ 17, , o
M\
RE BUREAU TELS TO ALL OFFICES DATED FEBRUARY 4, 1977, &\“
AND FEBRUARY 18, 1977.”“ /

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., ASSASSINATION.
44-371., PHOEN IX FILE NOT DESTROYED.

PHOENIX FILE

ASSASSINAT ION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENN

gEoEN / é

FILE 89-42. PHOENIX FILE WOT DESTROYEDX 11,/ 5_ //70cp __\“)
LEE HARVEY OSVALD, PHOENIX FILE 185-1529, PHOENIX
FILE NOT DESTROYED.

— m———
INVEST IGATION AT PHOENIX DIVISION RE—

11 g
MARINA N, OSVALD CONTAINED IN PHOENIX FILE 1e3-1529, w0 FEB 1S U1 4 |
JACK L, RUBY, PHOENIX FILE 44-213, PHOENIX FILE ==—"" _

NOT DESTROYED, | '{L,’,/,j:"‘
A

84 FEB22197T-. 37 W\ -4 T
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Afrtel

3/11/17
l - Mr. Lawn

<ZJ To: SACs, Miami
Memphis (Enclosure)

From: Director, FBI

C:QOUSE’SELECT'COHHITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
'

Re Miami facsimile dated March 18, 1977, which :
enclosed a copy of a newspaper article eaptioned, "King Panel
Might Call Miami Man," a eopy of which is enclosed for
Memphis. No information eould de located in FBIHQ files
reflecting receipt of the information allegedly furnished by
William Somerset relative to his c¢claim that he overheard a

death threat at a union affair in VWashington as set forth in-7
referenced article. // ~

‘ Miami pronptly revievw approprlatc files to deterninc

if there is any record of receipt of any such information

allegedly furnished dy Somerset. Also determine if your

office has any knowledge of the statement of Charles Sapp, in
' this article that "I ecan't remember the exact day he called

me, but I'm certain the FBI got an immediate report on the
tip because the agents were in our office evaryday, and they
got the same information I sent on to the Chief." If your
files do not reflect the receipt of any such information,
determine if there are any Agents still on active duty in the
Miamli Office who would have had any such eontact with the
Miami Police Department, and recall the receipt of any such
information. Do not eonduct any active investigation con-
eerning this newspaper article. SuLHM results.

MAR 171977

. Memphis review your appropriate files to determine
assec.0i__ 1L thoro is any record of the information allegedly furnished -
oer. A0 ain_ DY Somerset re the "threat at a union affair” as mentioned in
Dep. AD Iv.—  She cncloscd article. SullM results.

Asst, Dira:
Adm. Sorv.

ST e 1 S em) b2 - 19 290 - 18

Gon. v, (65 Sp SEE NOTE PAGE THREE.

tdont.
Inspoction o_—ariy L.

R LI .

nteil.
Loboretory .
Legul Coun. ’
Plen. & Bvel. . .SSP u{_"
Rec. Mgnt. "-.d“
Spec. lnvo

Training .
Telophone R
Directer Sec'y, f: _HL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT ]

o A uARSQ

13 MAR 21 1977

= . ] L?-'JC
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Airtel to SACs, Miami and Memphis :
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

. c%a)
William Somerset is formerm who Cb %(%
subsequently became an informant for the ami, orida,
Police Department. He was operated as an informant in v
criminal and racial matters from 1949 to 1961 when he was '
discontinued due to being indiscreet and unrealiable. On
4/12/63, the Miami Police Department furnished a report containing
information from Somerset which included an alleged program

(YD)

to assassin sons throughout the ted States -

Serial 157-1167-3 reflects

27/63, Sergeant Charles Sapp, Intelligence
Division, Miami Police Department, furnished a transcript
of an interview between a detective of the Miami Police
Department and Somerset. Somerset furnished information
that an individual named Brown had attempted to kill King.

- File 62-106833-185 reflects a transcript of a conversation
between Somerset and a J. A. Milteer on 11/9/63 at Miami,
Florida, as furnished by the Miami Police Department. This
conversation pertains to alleged threats on the life of
John F. Kennedy and that Brown had tried to get King. (Brown
appears identical to Jack W. Brown, Imperial Wizard, Dixie
Klan, Chattanooga, Tennessee). Bufile 62-109060~1525 reflects
Somerset furnished information to the Miami Police Department
on 12/2/63 about attempts on King's 1life which fell through.
Bufile 44-38861-4859 reflects that Somerset had made trips to
Atlanta and Memphis at the request and expense of a Florida
State Attorney's Office and the Miami Police Department to try
to develop information re the King assassination. He did not
indicate he had developed any unusual or pertinent information.
On the basis of information heard on the "street", it was said
that the chauffeur of King was suspected of "setting up Dr. King
for the assassination," however, Somerset was unable to identify
the source of this information.




i mmw 22178) - ( L. q t . .

1
i . v FBI |
.t TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDLNCE: CLASSIFICATION: ;
- [ Teletype [ Immediate {3 TOP SECRET :
: (O Facsimile _ ] Priority [J SECRET !
[ Airtel [.Routine (] CONFIDENTIAL !
: OJEFTO H
{7 CLEAR !
Date _ 3/25/77 |

r'ﬂ' --------------- .--"-'--------------‘-—-----—---T—_'

/4/V TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (62-6603) (P)

SUBJECT: QUSE \SELECT/COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS

Re Bureau airtel to Miami dated 3%1-7/ 77.

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of the
following described"Miami Magazine" articles:

1. Article entitled, "JFK, KING; The Dade County
Links" by DON CHRISTENSEN, whlch appeared in the September,
1976, issue of "Miami Magazine"

2., Article entitled, "KING Assassination; FBI .
Ignored Its Miami Informer", by DON -CHRISTENSEN, which
appeared in the October, 1976 issue of "Miami Magazine"

information concerning "Miami Herald" newspaper article,
dated March 14, 1977, captioned, "KING Panel Might Call

Also enclosed are seven copies of an LHM reflectir:c
Miami Man",

Enclosed for the Memphis Division is one copy each
of the foregoing described enclosures.

Miami FB1l records

contain any
at such a meeting.

n s
@- Bureau (Encs. 95“‘:

I Agents were present _
. b/ "(7-1/ J - i
“\N |- ¢
Memphis (Encs. 3). i M*/a/é\
4 - Miami (1 - 62-6603) (1 - 44-185 572

3
= — - d /
(1 -89-35) (1 -170-1) £ A s VIS or—

D‘JD mes 1-GFFI16E OF PPoFessroNAL tes L SABILI7
g{ov?‘ ransmitted l- C’éﬂéfCSS/aﬁ/ﬂL Tygui Vs
84 A (Num”r),? d ‘/ -l -2 )
. HNH /,6144'0’ e L2
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Miami, Florida
March 25, 1977

RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
‘ON ASSASSINATIONS

. An article appearing in the "Miami Herald"
newspaper, Miami, Florida, dated March 14, 1977, captioned
"KING Panel Might Call Miami Man", is attached hereto.

In regards to certain allegations and statements
contained in the "Miami Herald" newspaper article, the
following is noted:

Miami Office files contain no reference reflecting
receipt of the information allegedly furnished by WILLIAM
SOMERSETT relative to his claim that he. overheard a death
threat at a union affair in Washington as set forth in
said article. A

In connection with the statement in the article
by CHARLES SAPP, formerly of the Miami Police Department,
a review of Miami files does not show the receipt of any
égﬁgggg%%on from CHARLES SAPP furnished to him by WILLIAM

On March 23, 1977, Supervisor LEONARD C. PETERSON
of the Miami Office of the FBI, who was in periodic contact
with personnel of the Miami Police Department, Intelligence
Division, during 1968, advised that he did not receive
and knows of no other FBI empoyee who received any
information concerning a death threat against Reverend
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., during that period.

This document contains neither recommendations
_nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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FBI lgmm'ed
its Miami informer

Told of information uncovered in our investigation, a Justice Department
attorney — obviously taken aback — called the previously unpublished
police memo‘as interesting a piece of information as I've ever heard’

At 6:01 p.m. on April 4, 1968, a
single shot rang out in Memphis,
Tennessee. In that moment, the civil
rights movement lost its greatest
leader.

The assassin(s) who struck was
not alone in knowing that Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. was destined for
violent death. A Miami police/FBI
informer had learned of a plot and
warned his superiors the previous day.

This astonishing revelation is one
of several previously unpublished facts
contained in a series of 1968 Miami
Police Department memoranda
obtained by Miami Magazine in its
probe of Dade County’s link to the
assassinations of President John F.
}(ennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King

T.

Last month Miami Magazine
expcsed new evidence and raised new
questions concerning the Kennedy
killing. Much of our information came
from materials provided to law
enforcement agencies by professional
informant and two-bit union organizer,
Willie Augustus Somersett. In this
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Hluatration: Martin Keeloff

By Dan Christensen

report on King, Somersett, who died in
1970, is again the chief provider.
Copies of Somersett's debriefings,
contained in police memos on King,
were furnished us, almost as an
afterthought, by Dade Circuit Judge
Seymour Gelber while he was aiding
our investigation of the Kennedy
assassination. The Dade State
Attorney’s office cannot find its fileson
the matter, despite an exhaustive
search undertaken several months ago

. at Miami Magazine's request. Miami

police, through a public information
officer, would only say, “We don’t have
any files on that subject at all. I don’t
know if it was destroyed or what.”

\ L J

;‘Martin Luther King Jr. first went

ol
" A

hodedidin

ENCLDS

80 Bui)l P SN Jo K3214m0)

to Memphis in March, 1968 to help
organize the 1,300 mostly black
sanitation workers who had been
striking since Feb. 12 for higher wages
and better working conditions. While
there, he led a parade on behalf of the
strikers, represented by Local 1733 of
the American Federation of State,

}§ County and Municipal Enr:glloyeee

é;z /D2 /0-—!
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Violence flared and one black youth
was killed, 60 were injured and 200
arrested. Deeply disturbed, King
suspended his activities, but promised
to return to Memphis when the
-gituation calmed.
. L 4
Somersett’'s dour prediction in
i - Miami came in a confidential
. memorandum dated April 25, 1968,
P¥ written by former police Lt. Charles H.
v: Sapp and addressed to Miami’s late
..+ Chief of Police Walter E. Headley.
The memo begins:
“On Wednesday, April 17, 1968,
informant ‘88’ (Somersett’s police code

- name) went to Atlanta, Ga. in an effort
-~ to find more information concerning
- the death of Martin Luther King. This

. informant remained in Atlanta until

>: April 22 and returned to Miami on

April 23, 1968. Informant contacted me
(Lt. Sapp) and we met in thedowntown
_ area of Miami. This informant states

that on April 1, 1968 he was in
Washington, D.C., attending a
(National) Labor Relations Board

meeting, and when it adjourned he -

overheard a conversation between
members of the Longshoremen’s
Union and the Sanitation Workers’
Union in which they discussed the
sanitation workers’ predicament in
Memphis, (the crisis that brought King
to Memphis). One spokesman stated
that ‘when Martin Luther King returns
to Memphis, we don’t have any
alternative but to kill him. He has
stopped being a preacher and is
interfering as-a labor organizer and
has caused one riot in Memphis and
one man’s death and that he is hurting
the labor cause rather than helping it.’

“When the informant returned to
Miami on April 4, he heard by thenews
media that Martin Luther King had in
fact returned to Memphis and was
going to lead a parade the following
day. This informant feared that he
might be a suspect and questioned
concerning anything that might

Richard Gerstein: big assist

happen to Martin Luther King. He
went to a filling station and garage
operated by Mr. Frank Love, on the
corner of NE .1st Avenue and 10th
Street, and during a conversation, told
him that he believed that Martin
Luther King would be assassinated
that night and stated his reasons for
believing so. This statement was
allegedly made in front of Frank Love
(now dead) and two or three of his
Negro employees at the garage. This
occurred at approximately 4 p.m., after
which King was murdered at
approximately 7 p.m. (EST).

“On April 25 this ‘reporter (Lt”
Sapp) contacted Frank Love at his
place of business and Mr. Love
reluctantly verified the statements
made by the informant. Also, one of the
Negro employees, at this time known
only ss George, verified the
informant’s statement (George
remains unidentified today).”

What Sapp doesn’'t say in the
memo, but told me when I asked him
was that Somersett had madethesame

other motives.”
Kennedy was shot to death
Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles.

Sen. Kennedy’s name pops up, too

'An interesting sidelight appears in the April 25 memo in which Willie
Somersett’s prediction of Martin Luther King's assassination is recorded. In
the fifth and final paragraph of that memo, Somersett speaks of another
person who would soon be cut down by gunfire, Robert F. Kennedy.

The memo states: “Informant also learned that for some reason Senator
Robert Kennedy is being ‘guarded’ by members of the KKK at all of his public
appearances throughout his presidential campaign. At this time it is not
known if Sénator Kennedy is under surveillance for his own protection or for

on June 5, 1968, in the pantry of the

Seymour Gelber: initial leads

prediction to him, as well, the day prior
to the murder.

“He called me at my home the
night before King was killed to let me
know that if something happened he
didn’t want to be connected toit,” Sapp
recalled. (Apparently, Somersett
feared his background as a KKK
member and blatant racist made hima

suspect.)

I don’t think that I told the FBI
before Martin Luther King was
assassinated because the information
he gave me was 80 vague,” Sapp
continued, “but I know I definitely did
(tell them) after. We also passed on all
subsequent information developed.”

Did Willie Somersett, a veteran
FBI undercover informant, give the
news directly to the FBI prior to the
shooting? Says Sapp, “I couldn’t even
guessif hedid ... but he certainly was
working for the FBI during that time,
as well as with us.” v

Martin Luther King Jr. returned to
Memphis on April 3, 1968, and along
with his entourage, checked into the
Lorraine Motel.

That night, in a fiery speech before
2,000 followers, King seemed to know
what fate awaited him. “It really
doesn’t matter with me now,” he
shouted, “because I've been to the
mountaintop! And I don’t mind. Like
anybody I would like to live a long life;
longevity has its place. But I'm not
concerned about that now. I just want
to do God’'s will! And he’s allowed meto
go up to the mountaintop, and I've
looked over and I've seen the promised
land ... So I'm happy tonight; I'm not

Please turn to page 45
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worried about anything; I'm not
fearing any man!”

Within 22 hours this Nobel Peace
Prize winner would be killed on the
balcony of the Lorraine Motel by a
sniper's bullet that would rip into his
neck and jaw and sever his spinal

-~column. He would die instantly.

Two months later, after an
international manhunt, James Earl
Ray — habitual criminal, penny-ante
hood and escapee from the Missouri
State Penitentiary — was captured at
London's Heathrow Airport. On March
10, 1969, he pleaded guilty to first
degree murder in Dr. King’s death and
was sentenced to 99 years in jail. In
what has come to be called his ‘mini-
trial,’ Ray hinted of a conspiracy.

. &

By 1968, Willie A. Somersett’s
relationship with the FBI had been a
long and enduring one. Independent
accounts given by his brother, Rufus,
and Miami Detective Sgt. Sapp,
indicate the relationship began in the
early 19508 while Somersett served
time for white slavery in a federal
prison in Atlanta. In return for his
good works as a stool pigeon on the
inside, he was released early and
continued to sing for the federals

whenever they called. He later

expanded his clientele to include the
Miami PD, ostensibly, says Sapp,
because he feared and mistrusted the
Bureau.

Perhaps his most important role
came on Nov. 9, 1963 when he and
right-wing extremist Joseph A. Milteer
were tape-recorded by Miami police
undercover agents as Milteer described
President Kennedy’s impending
murder in Dallas. Almost incidentally
during that conversation, Milteer
spoke of an earlier plot to kill King in
Atlanta by one Jack Brown, a Klan
member who reportedly died in 1965.

After King’'s death in 1968, this
1963 tape-recording would help trigger
the Miami PD and Dade State
Attorney’s investigation into his
death. Judge Gelber, then an assistant
attorney general for Florida, says
another reason was a similar threat
made in May, 1964 by a former Miami
housepainter, (name withheld), who
Somersett reported, planned to kill
King on May 17, 1964 in Mobile, Ala.

In a letter dated April 9, 1968
Gelber wrote then-U.S. Attorney
General Ramsey Clark, telling him of
these threats. A reply, sent the
following week by one of Clark’s aides,
indicated the FBI had been informed of

_ Gelber’s statements. Gelber, however,

ever heard from either Clark or the

\ ¢'Bl again.
Throu hout the spring and -
summer o at the State of

Florida's expenle, Somersett
continued to explore the King
assassination in trips around the
South. In the additional memos we
have obtained (dated April 30, June1l,
July 3, July 8 and August 29) no
mention is ever again made of
Somersett's prediction. The proposal
for Somersett’s undercover investi-
gations, contained in the April 30
memo written by Sgts. Everett Kay and
E.W. McCracken, simply refers to the
1963 Milteer tape as the basis for
action.

“Informant ‘88" feels that by
contacting such persons as the above
(Milteer and Brown) information will
be gained as to what extent these
people, if any, are involved in this
assassination.”

The use of “concealed electronic
devices” to taperecord Somersett’s
conversations also was suggested.

It appears that Somersett, out of
contact with Milteer and Brown since
the Kennedy assassination when they
began to suspect he was an informant,
did not know of Brown’s death in 1965.
Despite using the tape-recording as a
rationale for investigating, there is no
real indication that Somersett ever
contacted Milteer on the Martin Luther
King Jr. matter.

According to former Miami Police
Sgt. Everett Kay, surreptitious taping
was tried only once, in Atlanta, and
failed to produce any results. No
memorandum on this particular
incident was ever located.

Perhaps Somersett’s suspicions
about Milteer were valid. In a trip to
Milteer’s home in Quitman, Ga., in late
July, I found a letter dated April 19,
1968 written to Milteer by Woody
Kerns, his close friend and political
ally (they both belonged to the right-
wing Conastitution Party).

In the first paragraph, Kerns, a
West Virginian, makes a cryptic
reference, apparently to the King
assassination.

“Looks as though you (Milteer)
and the hunted suspect were in the
capital area about the same time. They
found a car there — they say.” Kerns
evidently was referring to Atlanta,
where the FBI had recovered a car that
purportedly belonged to King’s killer.

That brief statement is the only
reference to King’s death found amid
the detailed correspondence Milteer
kept. More might have been expected
because Milteer hated King. But no
gloating . . . nothing.

Getting back to Somersett, the 5
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(..une 11 memo describes trips he made

to South Carolina, New Orleans and
Alabama. In South Carolina,
Somersett met with Belton Mims,
whom he called the first assistant to
the Grand Dragon of the South
Carolina Klan. The memo indicates
Mims said nothing of King, but did say
a plot to kill the late Congressman
Adam Clayton Powell was in the
works, and suggested Somersett see
Leander Perez, an extreme racist and
political boss in Louisiana, while he
was in New Orleans. When Perez, who
died in 1969, couldn’t be found, Willie
Somersett moved on to Mobile, Ala.,
where he talked with the former Miami
housepainter referred to earlier.

The painter didn’t speak of King
either, at this time, but did describe to
Somersett some terrorist acts he
claimed to have participated in
recently. He also told Somersett plans
were being formulated to kill Charles
Evers, brother of the slain civil rights
leader Medgar Evers.

In the July 3 memo, events turn
once again to Martin Luther King Jr.’s
killing. In it, “88" states that he
traveled again as an agent of the
Miami PD to Memphis on June 21 “and
began circulating around in order to
obtain information in regards to the
assassination of Martin Luther King. ..

“After getting settled in (a) room, I
went to the neighborhood where King
was killed and made friends with a
number of poeple, both Negro and
white, and had a few drinks with them
and began discussing this incident
along with other racial matters. I was
introduced to a man by the name of
Charles O. Stevens (sic) at Jim's Club. ..
who said that he had been questioned
with regards to the killing of Martin
Luther King and he had lied to the
police and FBI, saying he knew
something about it, whereas he did
llot."

Charles Q. Stephens, to whom
Somersett apparently referred, was one
of the State of Tennessee’s chief
witnesses against James Earl Ray.
Harvey Gipson, Stephens’ lawyer,
claims, “Heis the only witness whocan
directly connect Ray to the crime. They
couldn't have extradited Ray (from
England) without Stephens’
identification.”

Somersett’s statement severely
impeaches Stephens’ credibility, which
has already been under attack by
many critics because of his excessive
drinking. If Stephens truly perjured
himeelf, the already shaky case
against James Earl Ray is further
damaged. (As a result of his testimony,
Stephens is currently fighting a legal

ot
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In the same July 3 memo, Willie
Somersett also tells of side trips he
made to Whitehaven, Tenn. and

Southhaven, Mlu e luburbs ” .

Memphis. -

“l attempted to locate a fellow
(name withheld) who works as a
private detective and ham radio
operator in Whitehaven, Tenn. and is
supposed to be racially involved. I
could not locate him, but my
conversation with people around there
made insinuations to the fact that this
(man) and an unknown deputy sheriff
may have been involved in jamming
the radio somewhere in the Martin
Luther King case.”

Somersett was confused about this
incident. The CB radios were not
jammed after the shooting, rather false
broadcasts were sent out which drew
attention away from the south side of
the city, where, Ray claims, he fled
during his escape from the scene.
(Perhaps it should be noted here that
Ray, who has long since renounced his
guilty plea, does not deny having been
at the site of the crime. He contends
that he was simply an unwitting
accomplice and that he was later
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Returning to the memos, we find
that on the morning of July 8, 1968,
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King murder. “X says that the car that
was used to jam the police cars on

" relaying messages of the killing of

King on Aug. 4 (sic) was a car used by
Thomas Tarrants. X says that they
have information from the police that
Tarrants is talking to the FBI and it
looks as if several people may be
indicted by the federal government in
connection with a bank robbery and
murder in the state(s) of Mississippi

and Tennessee, including himself, X,

who allowed Tarrants to stay at his
home a week or ten days after the
killing of Martin Luther King.” Miami
Magazine has been unable to
determine if X's information proved
true.

In that same memo of August 29,
Somersett also tells of a meeting with
representatives of Jim Garrison, the
New Orleans district attorney who
gained notoriety for his sensational
JFK murder conspiracy trial.
Garrison's people were eager to obtain
the fruits of Somersett's 1963 labors,
but there is no indication that he ever
cooperated with them.

As in the case in Miami
Magazine's story last month on
President Kennedy's assassination, we
can only speculate on the real
significance of all this. The list of
specific questions raised is practically
endless, but revolves around one
central issue: What did the FBI do
about this information?

There is no evidence, on the record
or off,to indicate the FBI did anything,
for no mention of these incidents has
ever been made publicly before. When
given the opportunity to comment on
our findings, the FBI refused.

. Thomas L. Wiseman, FBI special
agent in Washington, “assigned in a
supervisory capacity to the Freedom of
Information-Privacy Acts section of
the Records and Management
Division,” says, in an affidavit filed in
response to a Freedom of Information
lawsuit by assassination researcher
Harold Weisberg, that “the only
suspect in the Martin Luther King
assassination was Eric Starvo Galt,
subsequently identified as James Earl
Ray.”

How can this be? Willie Somersett
was a long-time FBI informant and,
according to declassified FBI
documents, the G-men considered him
“reliable.” If so, how could FBI agents
simply ignore the bombshells he was
dropping in their collective laps? They

O e
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elaim, they conducted a thorough 7 3

investigation. They must also have
had grave doubts about the reliability
of star witness Charles Stephens.

No one has been as accurate as
Willie Somersett in predicting political
assassinations since the Soothsayer
warned Caesar to “beware the Ides of
March” two millenia ago. The FBI
knew this, but apparently did nothing
about it. A

Motivation for this non-action by
the Bureau may have come from the
lateJ.Edgar Hoover. Itis no secret that
Hoover despised King and used all the
power in his command to try and
thwart King.

This climate was hardly one in

‘which to conduct an impartial

investigation.

Because of the revelation of the
attempts to harass Dr. King, the
Department of Justice has been
reviewing the files compiled on King
both before and after his assas-
sination. Until now, Justice officials
have been saying that nothing has
been uncovered which would suggest
that the FBI's investigation of the
assassination was less than thorough.
Told of Miami Magazine's findings,
most specifically about Somersett’s
prediction, Michael Shaheen Jr., the
Department of Justice attorney in
charge of internal investigations in
Washington, was stunned.

“This is as interesting a piece of
information as any I've ever heard,” he
said. “I am very interested in receiving
it.”

There are also other people who
feel, for these and other reasons, that
the King case should be fully and
publicly reopened. The Rev. Bernard
Lee, executive vice president of Dr.
King’s Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, said, “We believe Ray is
not the lone assassin and that Dr. King
was the victim of a well thought-out
conspiracy. We had hoped Ray would
get a new trial, but that did not
materialize. There should be some kind
of new investigation.”

Judge Gelber believes, “All the
avenues haven’t been explored in the
King assassination. The investigation
was cut short by Ray’s guilty plea.
There was no Warren Commission to
publicly air the facts. What is
necessary is a legislative investigation
to satisfy the public that everything
has been looked into.”

Finally, State Attorney Richard
Gerstein, who has spent several hours
aiding us in our dual investigations,
noted wryly, “I don't believe any
person with even minimal intelligence
believes Ray acted alone or without
help.” A
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum | - (o

TO : Assistant Attorney General DATE: Aprﬂ ‘. 1977
CIVIL RIGHATS DIVISIOR :

FROM : Director, FBI

SURECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.;
ASSASSINATION OF JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY

Reference is madeto ___________ memorandum dated

{your file __ ).
There is enclosed one copy of WWt —an—Lig————
dated ___g/28/27 ot —iani;—Plorida- :

A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [ The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
gdvised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [J Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. ? This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc. ¢3) C W

1 =« Crintnal Division (encls, 3)
1 - Office of Professional Responsibility, U.8.D.J. (encls. 3)

NOTE: Also enclosed are copies of articles appoaring in the "Miami
Ragazine” in Soptember and October of 1976. ;
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UNITED' STATES Gu v ERNMENT -~

Assee. Din. _____
Dep. AD Adm.

Memorandum i

Adm, Serv,

. Ext. Affgies ___

The Associate Dire DATE: 3/24/77 ::.::--. _—
ident.

llup.cﬂ.n
Legal Couns _ :ﬂ;:—
- Legel Cm]

P Plon. & Evel.

OUSE SELECT. COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) :::"::'_"
Tre

Tolo;:: Rem. .

Dircacter Sec'y

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise of
meeting with Staff Director of captioned Committee,
Richard Sprague.

DETAILS: T

At the request of Deputy Assistant Attorney General
Robert Keuch, SA Paul V. Daly of this Division, accompanied
Mr. Keuch to a meeting with Mr. Richard Sprague on 3/21/77.
The subject of the meeting was to inform Sprague that
Mr. Keuch was named by the Attorney General to handle liaison
with captioned Committee and to raise in a general fashion
some problems being encountered in responding to Committee

request. _ 77/ ‘

Keuch informed Sprague that it is'his understandlng
that Chairman Louis Stokes of captioned Committee, in his
discussion with the Attorney General had indicated that
there was no concern by the Committee as to the FBI conducting
investigations and examinations of evidence in the assassina-
tion matters. Sprague requested that the Committee, however,
be advised of such examinations or investigations. Consistent
with this position, Keuch asked Sprague to make arrangements
for the FBI to conduct the firearms examinations of the
bullet in its possession which must be compared with a sample
bullet currently in the Archives. This examination has been

Enclosure/ENf:'--OéURE REC-128 éi___{/_éz!g_’ /89

Mr. Adams (enc.) RO APR 7 1977
McDermott (enc.)
Moore (enc.)

- Mr. Cochran (enc.)

- Mr. Leavitt (enc.)

- Mr. Mintz (enc.)

i 1

HE

Mr. Lawn {(enc.)
Mr. Coulson (enc;)

00 = = et [ | et

‘ Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Paymll Savmg: Plan rei/00
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Legal_ Counsel to the Associate Director
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

thwarted by agreement with the Archivist. Sprague stated that
the FBI cannot have access to the sample in question without
some agreement with the Committee. 1In the same context,

Keuch asked Sprague to furnish the FBI the tape and evidence
surrounding a news allegation that the FBI had attempted to
hire somebody to kill Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. News

media accounts state the Committee has possession of this
material.

Sprague stated that Stokes' statement was not
entirely accurate and emphasized the need to guarantee the
integrity of the evidence. He stated that he had no question
that the FBI would in any way mishandle the evidence but was
concerned that outside critics would make that allegation
and Sprague would be faced with continually refuting it.
Keuch asked in the alternative concerning the tape that if
the original cannot be made available to the FBI that the
FBI be furnished a copy. Keuch also informed Sprague that
it was the Department's position that Justice Department
personnel would be made available for interview only pursuant
to a written request over the Chairman's signature which would
state the topic of the interview and also a Departmental
representative would be present during the interview. The
representative present during the interview would be there
not to represent the interviewee in a legal capacity but
rather to advise the Agent or Department employee in what
areas he should respond to questions and what areas he
may not. Keuch also asked Sprague whether he was agreeable
to the procedures which the Department had furnished the
Committee for review on 3/18/77. Attached is a copy of
these procedures, these are procedures which we are operating
under at the present time in responding to captioned Committee and
deals only with access to information in FBI space. There
are no provisions for delivery. Delivery will be contingent
on the Committee adopting rules to protect information
it receives.

Concerning the procedures, Sprague stated that
he could not agree to them, that it was his position that
the Committee receive all information relevant to its inquiries
without excision and would not agree to anything less.
He also volunteered that anything the Committee might receive
which was relevant)regardless lilllll-:EIassificatioq,would be
disclosed by the Committee in a report or some other fashion.
He also stated that he did not accept the procedures which

-2
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Memorandum T

/ Adm. Serv,

Eat. Affgirs

TO :Mr. Fehl,ﬂ,"’ pATE:4/28/77 Fin. & Pors. —

ae: rn iy N SEE

! P ; l - Mr. Adams . :-':‘-lﬂi- —

j FROM :J. S. Pee 1l - Mr. Fehl :

L ? é\ 1 - Mr. Peelman Py
g l =« Mr. Lawn Plen. & Evel.
. OUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON l - Mr. Mintz :::: =
ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 1l - Mr. Daly Troining ‘1

Telophone Rm. __

. Directer Sec’y

PURPOSE: To recommend forwarding of attached memorandum to ,[/

the Attorney General. -1j 4

{ X -
SYNOPSIS: Since the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy
and Martin Luther King, Jr., the FBI has been investigating ~
various new allegations and rumors concerning the assassinations.
Results of these investigations have been made available to the
HSCA. During HSCA review and investigation of these
assassinations, it has been found in several instances that the
HSCA 1s conducting independent and parallel investigation and
has obtained evidence which i1t refuses to make available to the
Department or the FBI. Prior memoranda to the Attorney General
requesting the assistance of the Department has brought neither
response nor resolution to these requests. To avoid duplication
of investigative effort, it is recommended the attached memorandum
be forwarded to the Attorney General advising him that, unless:
advised to the contrary, the FBI will refer all allegations
relating to these investigations to the Department for
consideration prior to the FBI conducting any active
investigation.

RECOMMENDATION: That attached memorandum be forwarded to the

Attorney General.

\ APPROVED: =~ Adm. Serv. e Legal
y2 . Ext. Affairs Plan. & | -

n. & Pers. Rec. Mgt oo

\&/ \N\. :::rEEZZZZEO”{Lmnwh______ 0-&T-4FL=r~

' Dep. ADAQM. .. ident..._____ .  Spec.hvl . -
quADmv-Ebmh intell... gm.._uuunwjzg?f
-~ o AT -

Enclosure - —a—C J//77 ﬁC‘zﬁ S a4 NAY 4 1977
JCL:sas p ‘ ']0] CONTINUED - OVER === ===
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Memorandum to Mr. Fehl
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

DETAILS: Since the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy
and Martin Luther King, Jr., the Bureau has been investigating
and reporting various new allegations and rumors concerning the
assassination. The Bureau is currently making its investigative
results of both these assassinations avallable to the HSCA
through an agreement between the Department and the HSCA. During
the HSCA review and investigations into these assassinations,
additional allegations have been received. The Bureau has
continued to attempt to investigate all of these additional
allegations; however, has found in several instances the HSCA 1s
conducting independent and parallel investigation. The HSCA

has also obtained certain evidence which it has refused to make
available to either the Department or the Bureau.

- By memorandum dated March 11, 1977, we requested
the assistance of the Department in obtaining the test bullets

in the John F. Kennedy assassination investigation for comparison
purposes which National Archives had denied the FBI at the
request of the HSCA. This matter remains unresolved.

By memorandum dated April 5, 1977, we again requested
the assistance of the Department in obtaining all information
avallable pertaining to an allegation received by HSCA that
unnamed FBI Agents and police officers offered a Louisville
police officer $500,000 to kill Martin Luther King. This matter
remains unresolved.

In order to avoid duplication of investigative effort,
the Bureau proposes to refer all allegations relating to these
investigations to Mr. Robert L. Keuch in the Department for
departmental consideration as to whether any investigation 1is
required of the FBI, prior to the FBI conducting active inves-
tigation. Additionally the Department 1s being requested to
delineate the continuing jurisdiction of this Bureau in both the
John FP. Kennedy and Martin Luther King assassination
investigations. It is recommended the attached memorandum be
forwarded to the Attorney General advising him of the Bureau's

proposal.
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. Referenss 1s made to my letter dated Wareh 11, 1977, ¢

: with enclosure, under the captien "Assassination of President ?

Jdohn ¥. Kennedy, November 22, 1963, Inllas, Texas,” in whieh the
assistance of the Department of Justice was requested ia

g

- } : obtaining the test bullets frem the National Arehives fer \
= GORLAriscr purposes. : . — %
] B -
- Reference is also made to my letter Gated April S,
o 1977, wnder the saption "Assassination of Xartin Luther King, Jr.,°
- in whieh the assistance of the Departaent of Justice again was

/1§ *

requested in obtaining from the ESCA all information availadle
pertaining te an allegation received by the ESCA from & former
Louisville polise efficer who allegedly advised that he received
an offer from FBI Agents and poliee officers teo kill Martin \Q\‘
‘m' ‘l‘.. fﬂl’ ‘m.”’o o )
- / .

The ESCA €14 mot bdring this allegation pertaining S -
Dr. King to the attentiom of the FBI or to the Departasent, ner has Y
the result of its investigation deen furnished to the Department. |
At the request of the Bureas, the Atterney General amthorised the [ \
VBl te attexpt S0 interviev the individual whe made these -

J BRI SRS e et g
7 stat s te A
o s moé; REC -1:3- "2{&2 o~ RO

B In refusing to make avalladle the tion received

W . j_ b7 the ESCA pertaining to this sallegation, as has bDeen Pequested
It by the Criminal Divisien, Department ef Justice, the %ﬁf"

azain sttexpted to affirm its "primary investigative responsid '
ol e oiin these assassinatioms. beooehed '

T e The FBI eontinues to cﬁopcr;tcv“h the MSCA in

T maeste investizative results of both of these assassineti®™ T availatle,

-+ eear¥ith Becessary exeisiens, te the ESCA based en &n agreement reached
t1i mimbetween.the Dépirtment and the RSCA. Naterial available te the ESCA)(

191 mepemibtindes asoess to those volumes sontaining eurreat investigatiss in

o MAY 12 1977

i..i  w_both assessina investigations. | Sy 55540 R
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The Attorney General

-~ HBowever, while She VBRI eontinues te ¢ ey
with g$he RSCA, doth of these matters, as set out in the referenced :-
letlers, remain unresolved, eontinwe to impinge wpen eur in e

ts:nn responsidilities, and in sssense, raise the question @ >
s Sureau’'s eontinuing eriminal Jurisdiction in these - Lty

IR e ":_;— R i

As you are aware, in November, 1963, the FBI Snitiated
an immediate investigation ints the assassination of Presidess$
Joha ¥F. Xennedy based upon 2 request from President lgoden B, -
Johnson to. forver Director John Rdgar EKoover. Prior to the
assassination, no Federal statute existed eoncerning the killinag
of, or assault on the President. Mr. Hoover, in testinony defeore
the Fresicent's Cosuissien en She Assassinstien of Presidest =
Kennedy (Varren Commission) stated that President Jetnsem -
eonunicated with him within 28 Rours eof the assassination and -
requested the FEI S0 investigate. (Hearings deforse She President's
cm;:z;n on the Assassination of President Iemnedy, Yolune §,

Although the Bureau's investigative respensidilities
scncerning the assassination of President Xennedy would have -
logicelly ended with She terxination of the ¥arren Commission,
Director Noover, 4n his testinmony bdefore the Comnission, sgreed
with a statement by a Comnission Member, Representative Gerald R,
Ford, that ths responsidility to eonduct the investigatiem is met
an authority with a terminal point, dut an authority that goes
on indefinitely. (Hearings before the President’'s Cormission en
the Assassinatien of President Fennedy, Volume 5, Page 106¢.) The
FEI has eontinued $o investigate and report to the Departaent ‘
any nev allegatisns or informatien received songeraing she - -
assassination. o - oo

In reference to this Bureau's oriminel Jjurisdictien ia
the investigation ef the assassiration of Martin Luther King, W
mesorandus dated April 4, 1968, Assistant Atterney Genersl - - - S
Stephen J, Pollak, Civil Rights Division, requested that this
Bureau eonduct & full investigation intc a possidle violatieon ef
Title 13, 3ection 241, V. 8. Code, in eonnectiom with the shooting
of King in Nemphis, en that date, (PEI jurisdietion was Dased o
the possibility of a eonspiracy $o violate the eivil rights ef
Xing, narzely the right to travel interstate. Xing had traveled

$o Nenphis, en April 3, 1968, from Atlsnta, to take part im a il
dencnstration ssheduled fer April 8, 1968.5 ~— S e

7
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& On April 16, 1968, the Attorney Gemersl suthorised the
of & eomplaint eharging Galt with vielatien of Title 385
Seetion 201, U. 8. Cede, for eonspiring se interfere with N
$itutional rights of King. o R -

S e . . .

- individual whon he alleged to dDe his brother, entered into a -
, eonspiraey in Birmingham en Marsh 29, 1968, by reason of Sheir

Janes Rarl Ray entered a plea of gullty to sharges of murder
&nd received & 99-year sentense. o e e

‘ Foderal precess against Galt was disxissed en Decenber 2
1972, b7 U. 8. Comnissioner Masy Tayler, Northern Distriet of .
Alabana, based upen a motion filed by Ray's Atterney,
Bernard Penstervald, Jr. _ : I S

. . & review of the FRI's fnvestigation of the Ling ssssasinatien and
, Shis reviev was recently completed by the Office of Prefessiemal ,

Responsidility (OPR), U. 8. Departmeat of Justice. The OPFR -
issued & report of its reviev and reperted, among ether .
Shat *. . . the sum ¢f all the evidense of Ray's guilt peints ‘o
hin 30 exclusively Shas it most effectively makes the point @
ene slse was invelved . . .” (Report of the Department ef Justiee
Task Forse $o Reviev the FBI Kartin lLuther King, J¥., Seeurity
ernd Assassination Investigatiens, Page 109.) _ L

| L
Sinee the time of the Kennedy and King assassinations,

Sheae assassinations and has furnished the results te the

© Z| . Departneat. Xe viable informatien has been developed ts negite

She original fimdings of the PBI or the subdsegquent eonclusions eof
mwmcmu-unumm. . S

During the FSCA reviev and investigatien into these .

- assassinations, additional allegations regarding these assas~-
S sinations have been received. The FII Rhas ecmtinued to attespt to
- investigate all of these additional allegaticns; however, the FBI
. has found in several instanses that the ESCA eondusted independen’

L

L Y e T,
- o
. : P ¢

. W}f‘i“ On April 17, 1968, Pederal preocess was edtained and Jals
with esnspirasy (Sectiom 281) in shat he and am '+ -

purshase of the rifle later uwsed in the sheoting ef King. ... -

and parsllel investigations, the results ef whieh are neot availadle
te She FIX i - - Dy

N g B . 5 N T, s < - . . - i . - . - R col - .
S . O - Y .
. PRt B i . t+ = "
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On Nareh 10, 1969, in State Court, Meaphis, !'cnnum. o

In December of 1575, the Civil Mights Division begam =

She PBI has eontinued So imvestigate various allegatiens soncernisg

.;"‘f
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&g e u&:n Buresu mx:: Iunr:” s2at "‘:x”ii‘ LTS -
boen sbrogated, She position taken by She Department of hltj:&i"' %

tesS Mullets in the Joln P. Kennedy assassimation investigatiod er®
to obtain from the HSCA the information pertaining te the alleged . -
favolvenent of F3I personnel in & eenspirssy to kill Martim Lather
Kiag, appears to support She positiom of the NSCs Shas “primary .
investigative responsidility”® rests with that Ceanmitles, - - - .-

- Tharefere, in order So aveid duplication of tnvestizative
sffert and the attendant problems detween the PRI and She WD
that sould arise in the future, and wntil the Jurisdietion of -
this Burean in thess investigations 1s delineated 37 the Departmens,
unless you advise to the eontrary, the FBI will refer 813 - ;oo
allegations relating te these investigations te M. Rodert L. | s
8pecial Counsel So The Attormey General, for departmental - - s
sonsiderstion as to whether any Investigation 1s required of She

s OFr whether the Department desires to furnish Shese allegations
directly to the RSCA. Coples of eommunieations songerning - il C
allegations regarding the King sssassimation will alse de furnished
to she Civil Rights Division and the OPR. TR E i e e

¢
P ~

i - D.pn_t: Attor_né; General

1 - Assistant Attorney Oeneral | , R * )

1 - Offiee of Professional Bespocsidility - SR
1 - Office ef lLegislative Affairs O
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Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division
(Attention: Nr. Robert L. Keuch)

Director, FBI FEDIRAL GOVERNMENS

G%USE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Chairman, HSCA.
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an early date.
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" We are responding to the portion of referenced

Enclosed are two copies of a memorandum which
responds in part to this HSCA request.

Sommersett 1s being processed and will be made available at

Fehl
Peelman

1977

Lawn
Mintz (Att:
Daly)

: : s
Reference is made to a letter dated March 9, 1977,
to the Attorney General from U. S. Congressman Louis Stokes,

S

Information regarding
It 18 requested that you furnish a copy of

the enclosed memorandum to the HSCA to serve as notification
that this portion of their request is available for review.
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Office of Legislative Affairs (Enclosure)
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- l] - Mr. Fehl
’ l] - Mr., Peelman
. May 11, 1977

1l - Mr. Lawn
: - 2 - Mr. Mintz (Att:
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS Mr. Daly)
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

RE: MARCH 9, 1977, REQUEST OF HSCA POR INFORMATION
IN POSSESSION OF THE PBI PERTAINING TO
WILLIE AUGUSTUS SOMERSETT, JOHN LARRY RAY,
JERRY WILLIAM RAY, AND W. GUY BANISTER

N Reference is made to a letter dated March 9, 1977,
to the Attorney General from U. S. Congressman Louis Stokes,
Chairman, HSCA. This letter requested access to certain

FBI material to include information on captioned individuals.

As result of a meeting on April 14, 1977, between
Stephen J. Fallis and representatives of the Department of
Justice and FBI, it was agreed that the FBI, in partial
response to the March 9, 1977, request of HSCA, prepare for
HSCA access all information retrievable in FBI Headquarters
files concerni

All references to John Larry Ray and Jerry William
Ray in the PBI Martin Luther King, Jr., c¢ivil rights assas-
sination file (43-38861) and all references to W. Guy Banister
in the FBI investigation of John P. Kennedy assassination
file (62-109060), have already been available for HSCA review.

Based upon a review of FBI Headquarters indices,
all other pertinent information regarding John Larry Ray,
Asec 0. Jerry William Ray, and Banister have been processed and
om. spme_are available for HSCA access at FBI Headquarters. Material
Acst. Die.t regarding Sommersett is currently being processed and upon
g:::——-completion, you will be advised of its availadbility for

Fin. & Pors. ___ rev“' .

Ident,
Intell.

The following surmary of Banister's FBI service
Lo o _WaS Obtained through review of his personnel file. This
e sl —file disclosed that William Guy Banister, born March T,

::ﬁf:::1901, Vixen, Louisiana, made application for employment

Tecn v With the FBI on June 20, 1934. He entered on duty as a

e mic . JTA/gIw (9) K SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.  —
Dteemnrs soy T3\ MQJ«) ] ELETYPE UNIT (3 E é; | /A Go T
Dlnchv’tr&ey-d 3 ROOM T ENcLOSUR ) [~ 28 / F 81/ DO

¢



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

JuLY 187 EDITION (- o ) -
@8A FPuR isT CPFR) 101.11.8 L . ? Asesn. DIt
4 AD Adm.
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT o A e~
Agst. Dir:
- Memorandum e
v/ Fin. & Pors.
TO  : Mr. Fehm , DATE: 5/5/77 et
. Leborwtory .
1 - Mr. Adams e
 FROM :J. S. Peelmgn|, 1l - Mr. Fehl Rec
: | VL 1 - Mr. Peelman Spoc. toe
O 1 - Mr. Lawn T—~——
susject: HOUSE . SELECT . COMMITTEE 1 - Mr. Decker
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) 1 - Mr. Ryan
ST T 1 - Mr. Leavitt
1l - Mr. Daly

of Justice has

PURPOSE: To advise that the Departmen
furnished to this Bureau:

ele |17 JrA/and

requested that these documents be reviewe

for classification prior to any decision being made in m li:i,ngj
this material available to HSCA as they have requested. E\«\,

o
=
T SYNOPSIS: HSCA has requested N
& ‘
; °\ ‘ 4
: € epartment requested that this material be reviewed for a
: classification prior to a decision being reached in making 2
$ this material available to HSCA as they have requested. :§
L .
& RECOMMENDATION: That the Projects Unit, Records Management ~
Division, review this material for classification. ~ 3
;- g y ;’i
3 3 \Li APPROVED: Ad £
> 6 \ ‘ muv—— Fis. & Pors___  Ree, Mgn (/4 ‘é
- Dep. AD “—_- :::“."-———— ;pu. inv
| .= Dep. AD I-:Fi'g—*, h“nh-q“ r::l: :‘mt-.___
. Public Atfs, it " rmema
.. eicl8 G- 110490 :
REC18 1) & %y 19}’77
JCL/g 3%y [12) CONTINUED - OVER «— e e’
62-1172%0 1 - 44-38861 (Murkin)

1 - 64-42454 (Ramirez) ~
1 - 100-106670 (King) @_x
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

1y %
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Peelman to Mr. Fehl Memorandum
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

DETAILS: Mr. Robert L, Keuch, Special Counsel to the
Attorney General, advised on 5/4/77 that HSCA has requested
access to: 1

B0

les were made available by Mr. Keuch
to the Congressional Inquiry Unit on 5/4/77, at which time
Mr. Keuch requested that they be reviewed by the FBI for
classification purposes.

‘Review of this material for classification has
been coordinated with the Projects Unit, Records Management
Division.



) < O -

- . "c -
. e —— - l - Mr. Adams ;
ol mm 1 ~-Mr, Fehl]
37 l - Mr. Peelmah
Assistant Attorney General l - Mr. Lawn
Crimingl Division . June 5 1977
Attention: MNr. Robert L. Xeuch
. u 1 - Mr. Aldhizer
Direc l - Mr. Ryan
tor, FBI 1 - Mr. Leavitt
67 l - Mr. Daly

HOUSE SELECT COMMITY
“ON ASSASSINATIONS ;’fnsu )

.On May X, 1977, Kr. Robert L. Keuch, Special Counsel
to the Attorney General, made available to the FBI the De
of Justice file (two

ccess to these documents and, prior to any decision eoncerning
access, Mr. Keuch requested these documents be reviewed by She
FBI for classification purposes. g A T é’
[ : ‘:c -, ——
This letter 1s to confirm a meeting between Mr. Xeu
and representatives of the FBI on May 31, 1977, during which the
above documents were returned and the following observations

noted: . -
RECLR &2 - /17 490=—1—"

e 9

Bemans

ANTULIO ORTIZ RAMIREZ 7 JUN1

As requested, the FBI documents in this i
reviewed for classification purposes. 7This review disclosed tha
only three classified documents appeared in the file. These are
1isted below and the following observations pertaining to these
documents were brought to Mr. Keuch's attention on May 31, 1977:

N ection One, the FBI report of Speéial Agent (SA) \\
N dated May 10, 1961, in New York, has been CITXGBé:
\P eclassified an e Departxent has been advised. . RS

(el B YT
Assec. Dir. 0 ‘flﬁl M ”y‘ 'I . . .l ,’ nﬂr/
T liTAisas 1" SEE NOTE PAGE 4 P
R yro-
Cem. Inwe
. — APPROVEDY T Adm. Seve .  Lagal 8o
Grimclave_____ Pl & []
Dirsoler Fla. & Porse ____  Rec. Mg

Assec. Dir.__ tdont. $pec. lav.
Dep. AD Adm.____  iwdoB____ Tech Serve_

Intelf.

Leboratery ____
Legel Coun.
Plan. & Insp.

Rec, Mgnt,

Spec lnv. ‘%
Tech. Serve.

v Y f}»m - ')co/Ff- e

Telophone Rm.

Diaerads Sogirp a) ©) qu??ou TELETYPE UNIT (O T, :
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Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division
Attention: Mr. Robert L. KXeueh

-

(2) In Section One, FBI letter to the Office of Security,

Department of State, dated Hay ) onfidential) and in :
Section Two, report of SA , dated July 28, IDSL \
at Vashington, D. C., (Seoret) sannot be declassified because (LYY

z7v - they sontain classified information ef the Department of Stagte -~
7 ~and Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), respectively. It was - - .
suggested to Nr. Xeuch that the Department eontact direetly these
agencies to determine if fnformation in these documents warrants: . i,
eontinued olassifisation. Except for She State and CIA - . . '
information, all other data is unelassified in these two - . -
eommuniocations. - - - .. . . DT e T

_ POTTINGER REPOR® . . .t oo woanle .

L
© g

~
’

P . oo . : N

- This report enclosed a memorandum dy Robert A. Nurphy,
Chief, Criminal Seetion, Civil Rights Division. Both of these
documents, classified "Secret,” contain results of the Civil - .
Rights Division's review of our King investigation. At the time
of delivery, Mr. Keuch marked in red pencil portions of shis
gg:rt which he felt should be exoised prior to release to Sthe .

3

Pollowing eslassification review, it is recommended that
the Pottinger report and its enclosed memorandum by Murphy be
classified "Top Seecret."” The Pottinger report and its enclosure
were returned to Mr. Keuch on Nay 31, 1977, and sections of the .

. report wvarranting "Top Secret” eclassification were pointed out.

With regard to exeisions prior to release to the HSCA,
Kr. Keuch was advised that his recommended excisions are . =
satisfactory to proteet the primary Bureau sources reporting om
King. ¥r. Keuch was advised that additional exeisions are
believed necessary prior to release to the NSCA and that sertain
insecuracies were present in she report of Murphy. .

Rr. Keuch requested that these additional suggested ’
exeisions and inascuracies be set forth dy the Bureau in writing.
In response to this request, suggested additional excisions and
insccurscies are as follows s

_ (1) In a nusber of places in the report and its enclosure,
additional excisions are necessary to protect third agencies of - 4.
the U. 8. Government _gnd forelgn intelligence agencies. ' Sueh _

PN
X '-,-‘"s{,w.l*“?'*, i 3 y &
s S RB B RE Lagr% . 27N 3 R
- T o B X R

et

s

T \
d X
o A

b

. C.oeT .. . N . by
B T . . : ’ Lot s - Lo : -
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Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division
Attention: MNr. Robert L. Keuech

-

excisions will be coriuotent with the FBI's prcparation of
material for HSCA access, and for access to other congressional
committees.

ey LG e G e G

" (2) Page 3, Paragraph 2, Murphy memorandum — states . ' y
Q)

- . ghat the mnlttgaﬁon was continuously h:ndh: bl’:c 8 (X
- Actually _lupom: on of the ease -
S5 , e _"' RN T T

- (3) Page 30, Paragraph 1, Murphy memcrandum - contains _
information regarding which should be excised as( &(—VE
_& sensitive investigative téc L

R R T T T 3Y

que.

{}) Page AN, fuugraph 2, Murphy mmorandmi - states
that former Assistant Director William C. Sullivan took the tapes

nery and later gave a package to deliver to ( by y\
SA mu no knowledg® regarding to whom this TXC
pac to vered. In addition, he was unaware of the \

package contents or the purpose of its delivery. _

' (5) Page %6, Par h 1, Hurphy memorandum - (W.Mé)
incorrectly states that 8&%‘!&' the originator of the
Lorraine Hotel "COINTELPRO activity.

(6) Page A9, Paragraph 2, Murphy memorandum - contains
information which should be excised in order to protect an
individual who requested his identity be protected. .

) Mr. Keuch stated on May 31, 1977, that he will sdvise

FBIHQ prior to the release of this material to HSCA, if in fact
the Department determines to release this material to the -
Committee as the Committee has requested.

1 - Mr, Michael E. m‘n, Ir. : o .
Counsel, Offise of Professional Responsibility ==
Department of Justice : — Co

. bl . e
L 20 . 3 . . s T
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Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division
Attention: Mr. Robert L. Keuch

-

NOTE: Documents provided by the Department were reviewed for
classification purposes by SA W. N. Preusse, Projects Unit,
Records Management Division. ‘,7

By memorandum J. S. Peelman to Mr. Fehl dated 5/5/77,
receipt of these documents from the Department was recorded.
The Ramirez file consisted of two volumes but only three FBI -
documents were classified. Mr. Keuch agreed to contact State
and CIA concerning classification of information in two of these
documents. Ramirez hijacked an airplane to Cuba in 1961 and was
convicted for Air Piracy 3/4/76.

Although the Department requested review of the

" Pottinger report only for classification purposes, it 1s essential

that we record our concern that this document should not be
released to the HSCA without prior consultation regarding its
inaccuracies and need for additional excisions. It is particularly
important to call to the attention of the Department errors in the
report which relate to FBI personnel. No copy of the Pottinger

~report 1is being retained in Bureau files.

The Civil Rights Division's review of our King '
investigation was ordered by the Attorney General in November, 1975.
This review was continued by the Office of Professional
Responsibility of the Department and terminated in January, 1977.

FBI representatives meeting with Mr. Keuch on May 31,

1977, were J. C. Lawn and J. T. Aldhizer of the Congressional

Inquiry Unit.
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Assistant Attorney Genersl FEDERAL GOVERIONY

Criminal Division

(Attention: Mr. Rodert L. Keuch)

A ctor, FBI

'Z:yg

NOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

U. 8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

Reference 1s made to & letter dated
to the Attorney General from U. S. Con
Chairman, HSCA. This letter requested access

saterial in possession of the FBI.

——

notification that this

Enclosures - 2

1 - Assistant Attorney

Office of legislat

Voo SHELy

——
—
r

- - - Enclosed are two e¢opies
- that information eoneerning Somme
in accordance with the above limi
FBI Headquarters for HSCA revievw.

By letter and memorandum dated May
responded to a portion of this request and ad
information econcerning Willle Augustus Somers
William Augustus Sommersett), was being processed. L
: On June 28, 1977, Nr Robert L. Keuch, Specisl L v
Counsel to the Attorney General, advised ’
consultation with Robert J. Lehner,
HSCA, -1t was agreed that

of & memorandum advising
rsett has dbeen processed
tation, and is available at

- Mr. Pehl - T
- Criminal ‘I_nves;:. Di

(WYWa

1 )

2 - Mr. Mintz (Attn:
| . Mr. Daly)
pria . {
March 9, 1977, : .
gressman Louls Stokes, N
, \
» %
u’ 1917. we 2

vised that

ett (true name ¢
\

that, through 18-
Deputy Chief Counsel, &/
HSCA acecess to information on
Soxmersett would de limited to the period 1959 to present.

SaS .

L

-

It 1s requested you furnish
& copy of the enclosed mexorandum to ¢

he HSCA to serve as -
portion of their request is completed.

:25 )S
i 63~ 172927 7~ Jaryd
fairs (!.‘nc].oI : r" e o A\
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e I R o O
P o 66-16458 (William: Augldtys SommeMseft) o\ i,
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

UNITED STATES 80038_0? REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

MARCH 9, 1977, REQUEST OF HSCA POR INPOR-
MATION IN POSSESSION OF THE PBI PERTAINING
TO WILLIE AUGUSTUS SOMERSETT ~ -

) & letter dated March 9, 1977,
to the Attorney General from U. 8. Congressman Louis Stokes,
Chairman, HSCA. This letter requested access to certain

material in possession of the FBI. : - o

- As result of & meeting on April 18, 1977, between
Steven J. Pallis and representatives of the Department of
Justice and FBI, it was agreed that the PBI, 4n partial -
response to the March 9, 1977, request of HSCA, prepare for
HSCA access all information retrievable in FBY Headquarters
files concerning Willie Augustus Somersett (true name :
¥illiam Augustus Sommersett), John Larry Ray, Jerry William
Ray, and W. Guy Banister. PFBI memorandum dated May 11, 1977,
advised that pertinent material regarding John Larry Ray,
Jerry William Ray, and Banister was available for HSCA review
and that information eoncerning Sommersett was being processed.

On June 28, 1977, Mr. Robert L. Keuch, Special
Counsel to the Attorney General, advised that, through
sonsultation with Robert J. lehner, Deputy Chief Counsel,
HSCA, 1t was agreed that HSCA access to information on
Sommersett would be limited to the period 1959 to present.

Based upon a review of FBI Headquarters indieces,
information regarding Sommersett has been processed in
accordance with the above limitation, and is availadble for
HSCA review at FBI Headquarters. References to Soxmersett
in the FBI's investigations into the assassinations of _
Martin Luther King, Jr. (A8-38861), and John P. Kennedy
(62-109060), have already been available for HSCA review.

1 - Assistant Attorney Gonofnl
Criminal Division

Reference is iado to

)

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.%.
Office of Legislative Arrun% | o
1 - 66-16458 (William Augustus § ’

T/BIN (11) TOBR-EQTIARDER 70 " ’
2 S Foe Deciver : §,
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f?ﬂNOTE:' Sommersett was a Bureau informant from 1949-1961 e
-« Teporting on eriminal and racial activities. He was Als="3000
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS fiﬂ-““f;j;*:;*-
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA) T g

5 Fry

o~

MY -IN o . H .

"

indiscretion and poor Judgment, and that he was under =~ ©
suspicion as an informant by various state and union officials.
Following his discontinuance, Sommersett was used as an informant
by the Miami Police Department for several years during which
time he maintained pPeriodic contact with the Miami Office,
furnishing unsolicited information of interest to the Bureau.
Sommersett is deceased. : .

. In the King case, Sommersett furnished information
regarding threats by white hate groups to kill King. After
King was assassinated, Sommersett told our Miami Office that,
as an informant for local law enforcement officials in Florida,

the killing. Sommersett, as a Miami police informant, figured
into the Kennedy case when the pPolice recorded a conversation
between Sommersett and J. A. Milteer wherein Milteer discussed

killing Kennedy. This conversation took place prior to the
assassination.

The informant file of Sommersett consists of five
volumes, but with the 1959 cutoff date, HSCA access will
involve only about 1 1/2 volumes. Except for normal excisions
Ssuch as third and foreign agency material and identity of
informants other than Sommersett, only Sommersett's symbol
number will be excised from HSCA's access.

Articles appearing in the Fall 1976 issue of "The
Miami Magazine" disclosed Sommersett worked as an informant
of the FBI for about a decade. These articles advised that
sources of information regarding Sommersett's relationship
with the Bureau were Miami police officials and Sommersett's
brother, Rufus. Sommersett was also identified as a Bureau
informant in a "Washington Post" article by Jack Anderson on
1/19/77. Sommersett was known as a Bureau informant to the
Florida State Attorneys Office and in 1964 Sommersett related
in great detail his activities as an FBI informant to former
Florida Governor Leroy Collins, who at that time was associated
with the Community Relations Service, Department of Commerce..

: It has not been our policy to permit HSCA access to L.
informant files. However, in the case of Sommersett this %

can be done without establishing an undesirable precedent i

e A

because, as 1llustrated above, he has been publicly fdentified” l

TURS

-2
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Memorandum - M. 3. YigDermo® e
- 1 - Mr. H, N, Bassett Pm 8 P —
TO : Mr., McDermoth ’ DATE: 1/16/18 L ee——
1 - Mr. A, H. McCreight e
mox : H, N, Bassett 1 - Mr. D, Ryan e . —em
N 1-Mr. D. O. Coulsan -~ 20T
1 - Mr. G. J. Foster Tesining -
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5
Co L2

wepe —
i ‘ r -', .

PURPOSE: To advise of meeting on 1/13/78 with Mr. G. RoberyQlakey,

Chief Counsel and Director, House Select Committee
Asgsassinations (HSCA), and his current requirements which will heavily
task this Bureau's resources.

DETAILS: On 1/13/78 William Bailey, Deputy Assistant Director;

Danny O. Coulson, Legal Counsel Division; George J. Foster,
Unit Chief, Congressional Inquiry Unit; David Ryan, Section Chief, Docu-
ment Classification and Review Section, and I met with Mr. Blakey in my
office. Mr. Blakey indicated that while the Bureau has been prompt in
handling requests from his committee, he wanted to emphasize that the
vcrisis” will be in the next 60 to 90 days and that prompt delivery of the
material requested will be necessary since they will be conducting A

ngrand jury" type hearings. L=

Mr. Blakey commented he has met with CIA officials
regarding the need for expeditious delivery of material requested by the
committee and the Agency has agreed to endeavor to make available such
material within five days. To accomplish this deadline, the Agency has
placed ten full -time employees on the project. Blakey expressed the

opinion more material w‘ﬁl-gﬁbe requestedﬁ t.lbe5 ency than of the F

. AR 3 ¢ 2-/19492
Whel'#bked his est d Zﬂm volume of material to e™ = -

requested of the FBI, Blakey responded it would be somewhere in %e oK 26 T

vicinity of 500 volumes (100-150 pages per volume).

. Blakey stated the four prime objeétives of the committee aFe
to determine (1) if Oswald was responsible for the assassination; @)
Ruby was involved in a canspiracy; (3) if the Government agencies (FBI,

62-117290 | mUEDé

' CONT -
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Memorandum to Mr. McDermott - R
Re: House Select Committee on ' R

Assassinations (HSCA) : R
62-117290 . o

CIA, Secret Service, Warren Commission, etc.) acted efficiently and
properly; and (4) to prepare positive recommendations in accordance
with the committee's mandate. He stated a key issue in the committee's
endeavors relates to the credibility of the FBI and it was necessary for
the Buredu to make full and complete disclosure. The same basic
objectives follow as regards the Martin Luther King, Jr., assassination,

' with a prime issue being a determination as to whether James Earl Ray

acted alone and independently.

While Mr. Blakey assured of his complete cooperation in pin-
pointing areas of requests, there was no doubt the committee is going to
be demanding on a highly expeditious basis a wide range of material which
will severely task this Division's resources. Inasmuch as the Attorney
General and the Bureau have pledged complete cooperation, we have no
alternative but to comply with these anticipated requests. In fact, in
order to handle the current requests, we have temporarily assigned four
support persons from other Units in the Document Classification and
Review Section to assist the Congressional Inquiry Unit. Further, we
have assigned Records Branch personnel temporarily to expedite necessary
Xeroxing. It is very probable we may have to rely upon Freedom of Infor-
mation/Privacy Acts Branch personnel if the committee demands
accelerate as Mr. Blakey has indicated.

RECOMMENDATION: For information.
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O HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
E " REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL SAC'S.AND LEGATS DATED
NOVEMBER 24, 1976, WHICH ADVISED OF THE CREATION OF THE HSCA
AND ITS PUNCTION TO INVESTIGATE THE ASSASSINATIONS OF
PRESIDENT JOHN P. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
THE PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE'IS TO ALERT ABOVE LEGATS |
THAT THE HESCA I8 ACCELERATING ITS EFFORTS REGARDING THE POREION
ASPECTS OF THE KENNEDY AND KING INVESTIGATIONS.
BASED ON CONTACT WITH STAFF MEMBERS, THE HSCA IS
INTERESTED IN REVIEWING RECORDS or FOREIGN GOVE
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IVEST IGATIONS. AT 'FBIHQ THE LEGAL anxson AND conanz-;i_ L4
_‘ A1ns UNIT, LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION, Is HANDLING anzs.i:f“*;“‘f
THE ESCA. THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNTT (c1v), nsconns kS

~ MANAGEMENT DIVISION, IS PROCESSING ALL MATERTAL VHICH ISA L

BEING EITHER DELIVERED OR MADE ACCESSIBLE TO THE connzrrzf,“
POLICY IS TO EXCISE IDENTITY OF FOREIGN AGENCIES AND THE
INFORMATION WHICK THEY PROVIDED. NO IDENTIPICATION OF Anf
POREIGN AGENCY IS MADE TO THE HSCA UNLESS PRIOR APPROVAL IS
RECEIVED DIRECTLY FROM THE AGENCY INVOLVED. L

TO DATE, THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE HAS nnpustb HSCA
ACCESS TO ITS RECORDS OR T0 ITS RECORDS IN POSSESSION OF THE
FBI. HOWEVER, THE HSCA EFFORTS IN THIS REGARD ARE CONTINUING. -
THROUGH THE U. S. STATE DEPARTMENT, THE HSCA IS ARRANGING
DISCUSSIONS WITH BRITISH AUTHORITIES FOR RECORD ACCESS,
INCLUDING THOSE OF SCOTLAND YARD. HSCA STAFF MEMBERS HAVE
RECENTLY EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN IDENTIFYING ALL MEXICAN
AGENCIES WHICH PROVIDED INFORMATION ON THESE CASES.
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"AND DIRECTOR, BSCA 'FBIHQ ms . STRESSED THE sansmvn-r B |
'SURROUNDING THE FBI'S LEGAT omcss AND MR. amm HAS aIm;;"'f’f
" HIS ASSURANCES THAT THE HSCA HAS NO INTERES’I' ™ morm:znl;a -
THIS SENSITIVITY OR OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH m FOREIGN ,
GOVERNMENT OR AGENCY. T ,' ]

FBIHQ SHOULD BE NOTIFIED OF ANY CONTACTS THIS comm |
MIGHT HAVE WITH LEGATS. SHOULD ANY FOREIGN GOVERNMENT mnsss
CONCERN REGARDING COMMITTEE CONTACT RELATIVE TO DISCLOSURE = :
OF ANY INFORMATION WHICH THEY PROVIDED, THEY SHOULD BE -
ADVISED OF POLICY SET FORTH ABOVE. ANY QUESTIONS mam;no‘“- 1
ABOVE SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO FBIHQ ATTENTION: LIAISON/u{ﬂD cTv.
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