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6 January 1977

MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: mf October 1975 Telephone Conversations
C ) irector Colby, Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce and
(590(’”0'53 Mr. Justin McCarthy ~ ’
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vY . '
e 1. Attached herewith are“ of two telephone conversations
Q“’ between Director William Colby and Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce, and one between

Director William Colby and Mr. Justin McCarthy. The conversations took
place in October 1975 and discuss Mrs. Luce's concern that certain infor-
mation, from a former boat captain, a Cuban refugee, regarding the Presi-
dent Kennedy assassination, reached the proper authorities. While the
information have been provided to investigating
authorities, they may be of some assistance to the House Select Committee
on Assassinations as it investigates various allegations. .

- 3. A version of the telephone conversation Pwas published
in the Hashég%ton Star on 16 November 1975 (attached). A staff member of
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, on 10 December 1975, inquired

as to what the Agency thought of the story. The Agency oral response was

“that it had nothing to add to the newspaper story and that since this

query involved U.S. resident Cuban refugees, the FBI would be the proper

agency to contact. .
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dO"w‘ " 4, The attached ndicate that the matter was brought to (s
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\90 L the attention of Senator Schweiker and The Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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One day in the latter part of October, Clare Lucer
ceived a call from Sen. Richard: Schweiker, R.-Pa.,
chairman of the subcommittee investigating the War-
ren Commission Report. He wanted her to persuade
some Cutans she had known — Cubans who had known
Lee Harvey Oswald —to testify before his committee.
Mrs. Luce's efforts to locate the Cubans led to a some-
what blooccurdling warning. But let her tell the story ;
from the beginning. . '

“The year is 1951, a year of great American
trauma,” she began her narration to recent dinner

ests in her aqua-colored Watergate a artment. *'1
rad a friend named Bill Pawley who was rought up in
‘Cuba and who was Truman's amtassador to Peru and

‘Brazil. 1 got to know Bill ver?' well in India and China
where he had built up a voluntary outfit called The
Flyiné'rigers. Bill was also called in by the CIA to re-
cruit Cubans fcr the Bay of Pigs operation. Afterwards
he was a very unhappy man. - o

_*‘One Gay he called me up and said, ‘How would you
Jike to get in on the Cuban Flying Tiger operation?’ He
had in mind a flest of motorboats subsidized by Ameri-
cans and manned by Cubans who had been in the Bay
of Pigs operation — all these young kids who had been
stranded after the Bay of Pigs. : :

*] said, ‘Fine.’ So I helpad to finance a motorboat.
The three J2ds who mannad mine came up to see me
several times. They would leave the coast of Florida
2nd lard in Cuba and come out with jnformation. The
information they came out with was remarkably accu-
rate — that the Russians were building missile sites in
Cuba. I was told that the information was eventually
fed to Sen. Ken Keating 2nd was passed on to the
\Vhite House. You remember what an jmpression it
made and how accurate it was.

..

*THEN CAME THE MISSILE showdown. Soon after
the showdown ] got a telephore call from Allen Dulles |
saying the Neutrality Act had been invoked and all |
Americans must cease and desist in any further efforts !
wwards the liberation of Cuba. Of course, we desist—i

ed.” it
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. Teoyears later she and her husband Harry (Henry) :
12100 were Sitting in their New York gpartment listen- :
ing to the televised reporis of President Kennedy's §
»ivzssination when around midnight she received 2}
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. phone call from New Orleans. “It was the captain of |-
my motorboat,” said Clare, *A young mean not more
. than 25, a young student lawyer. He said, *Mrs. Luce, I

want to tell you aboyt Oswald.” .

“He said that immediately after the 1951 missile :
showdown, FBI men had come to Miami and told the ’
Cubans to break up all resistance {oups and disperse.
‘He and the other two members of his crew had moved .
to New Orleans where they started another “Free .

- Cuba” group. They had been there a year and a hali :
. when who made contact with them but Oswald!

«The Cubans all thought he was a kcok. Oswald
bragged about having been in Russia and said he was
an ex-Marine. He said he could shoot anybody and he
would be happy to shoot Cast{o. He had no money, he
was living with his wile in New Orleans and it looked

. like he was presenting himself as a hired gun. They
didn't like the cut of his jib so they turned kim off, But
they followed him and found he was in a Fair Play for
Cuba Communist cell to whose members he was giv-

"ing the same line. oL

%“And I remember this frem the telephone conversa-
tion — Oswald was telling the cell that he could shoot
anyone, including the secretary of the Navy. The Free
Cubans continued to tail bim and found that sucdenly
he had money, and he started going to Mexico City. He
made several trips. They centinusd their penstration

. of the Cuban Comraunist cell. He said they macde tape
recordings of some of Oswald’s meetings and they had

. taken photographs of him distributing handbills for the
Fair Play unit. The next thing they knew Presicent
- Kennedy was shot. . .

«THE YOUNG CUBAN WHO called me,” continued
former Ambassador Luce, *'said that there was a
Cuban Communist assassination team working some-
where — in Dallas, New.Orleans or wherever — Idon't

_remember, and that Oswald was their hired gun. Os-.
. wald, he said, had tried to report the Comnmusnist plans ;

to the FBI some time before the cssassination. But be- ¢
cause he was out for the dough they didna’t believe him. i
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1 suppose that the FBI must hear from a thousand
such ‘crackpots’ a week. . U -
“In any event, on the telaphone my young friend told
me that they had these tape recordings of Oswald and
photographs and what should they do? I said, ‘Go to
I and tell them everything you krow.’ That hav-
ing been said 1 put the whole thing out of my mind.
Comes the Warren Commission and says Oswald alone
was reszonsible and I forgot the whole matter. .
_**Then, in 1967, a fellow named Jim Garrison, dis-
trict attorney in New Orleans, hit the headlines charg-
jng that the assassination was 8 conspiracy. Al that
moment I was reminded of the information 1 had re-
ceived and 1 began to wonder whether or not the
Warren Commission had got all the facts. I couldn’t
remerbsr the names of the Cubans but 1 finally locat-
ed one crewman who was living in Miami ?ﬁam and I
gsked him what happened after he went to the FBL
“He said, ‘We turned over copies of everything. We
were then told.to keep our traps shut and that we
would be de osted if we said anything publicly.’ He
said one of the crew was deported to Guatemala, and
one was murdered — stabbed in front of a store.

- «THEIR INFORMATION, HE SAID, never appear- _

ed in the Warren Commission report. He said, ‘I am
marzried now, I live in Miami an
jnvolved in it ever again.” - _

_When Sen. Schweiker made his request of Clare
Luce less than three weeks ago, she telephoned anoth-
er Cuban friend to see il he could Jocate and persuade
the young man to testify behind closed doors. Replied
the older Cuban, if the testimony was behind 13 closed
doors it would still become public. :

“Americans think they are playing gameé," he told

her. “They don't know they are involved in a life or ~

death business. No, 1 won't tell you where he can be
found. The people working for a free Cuba would lose
their lives. A 1ot of them have already. They are not
interested in making ?olitical headlines for politicians.
You think the Bay o Pigs, the nuclear missiles, the
assassination of the presicent was the end of the story?
.1 tell you it is just the beginning. What you Americans

_don’t understand is, there are trained Communist ter-

yorists, assassination, kidnapping, bombing and sabo-
‘tage teams ali over the country and the world.” .

1 don’t want to get -

. ing story to Cub;
 Jeader was exploded into bits in his car inMiami. |

. — Wide Werld PSotos
Clare Bootke Luce N

...“Ayearof great American traums. "

The very dag gfter that conversation, observed;
Clare gravely, bombs went off at the State Depart--
ment here, at the U.S.-UN. mission and four banks in:
New York and at three places in Chicago. And close t0;

the same hour she was recounting the whole fascinat-
her guests, a Cuban, enti-Communist,
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[1— Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion.

m Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material
available for release to vou.
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(O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your
request. '

[J Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[0 Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be
advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation
with the other agency(ies).
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