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sere three ‘3
the car, and a bag of orabges’
. ﬂ_hym -the shelf .under-the

Taterto the day,
.10 prosecute : him - and;- &

. charges that ‘the-mysteriou:
'.Mennn mission really was
_{-sonspiracy to smuggle.

i,nut.mm:bnles out.of

. 3
= Three thmzs made O5F car
) _mum: from ot.hen com}

L. L.

<
K The dnver.

. ~'ru: wr.h sh:m ‘bl
- ‘—_—-’

R L 7ne-: Olds *crossed c
c maneowithonumrch (S

‘v -. That was the beginning of’

"1 the-Mexican caper of Fronk -
Fiorini,-alias Frank . Sturgis,”
Watergele bur;ltr.-gnd his! )

1edS utes ECIS

D—vur provisional sentence
in the

tice Department is preparing, X’
" other ‘South Florida men on} ]

‘Danbury, Conn..'nrvmg PYEE oAy

e,
| told hjm the mail concerned:.. |. et
an mﬁ-Cutm mmioq mwer. :

erica <P,
described hs 2" vens

gon for Airlift ‘International’
usa pa.rt-ume pnlot. s1id the

uftr.r' Sturgis "ns'ked
heleoild <use my-ad--
p get some mnﬂ. and I

- ‘l-—l-- P

’ mdswpsdﬂﬂibeﬂm& :
' 21-da as-s former, Cuban doctos

",ﬂe'd.lnto exile and '

3
" which anti-Castro Jeaflets
Jlegedly were dropped. from.
plane -over. Cuba. Sturgis - "
or Fiorinl<as he’ then was B
lmown W358 ;COD -
sial soldner -of fomme.

‘might
10‘;:::wtn‘vh; wanted adv
ture, danger, and high pay. "y 3.
. . .. men with two

“He told O e S wouid
ce for-this §ob,




-.." | residence at 2518 m 322nd .

- According 10 the indictment, . -
-] they continued “during July,
K -August and &pttmber of

{sbips snd stop trade with |
"fCuba, and wr.ntul!ly nmd. "
*| Cubs hselt.”

| Lurtis.
mer Marine, was impressed. .

f. *Frank paizted a beastiful -

.| phantom fiyer who bad drop- -

| ped Jeaflets over Cuba. .He -
KE xndvewugoing

ple

i vt.ntnn.

.There were more mectings. ~

‘1965 & .. ot -various Joca- -

tions.™ ‘imcluding Sturpis's .

iSturgis’ was*- pmcm. -ou*
jadictment -charges. a5 were
codefendants Jerry Buchanan’

and - Max Gonzalez . (also <
known as Max:Gorman)-and:

BLLE s 13

the others that he was m--'f
nizing a “Secret Army Orga- ..
alzetion” ‘to . Tattack Castro |

»
-
I
.
1

MSlmdalor- .

pi:tun. He said he was the

i
E

apdin:

“he - eaiting would - be

Cortis’s eventual -undoing,
for it was then that he rented

thst red-and-white Didsmo-
bile, vehicle indentification
mmbcr 35487!!)1 18437,

1

- *Frank salé, *You're goon

said, "What do" you mc an?’

m ‘car's. ‘rented in . my.
He uid. That's - all‘
i

Lar smn.s,_xnaeed said it
was all nght he was wrong. -
‘1n.1969, s Brmurd COunty
jun took &usl ‘20 minutes to*

* | find Curtis guilty of rinautho-’

rized use of the car, a crime’
for which he went 'to jail) .

ACOORDING 'ro the
indictment, the rented Olds
was one . of .t Jeast .three,

‘entered” Mexico “~with’

b -
(2

filtnu (e with tix Cubao, peo- . e
in the motnteins, anéd 50 |
per cem: of them would Mn
n;_ § --..;; &:. S
""He said it con)d be s one:;
‘way trip, but we could mlket
$60,000 in three years, and’
we'd have : & $10,000 insnr—

”"l thought’h wes an a
=<3 \-' —e

.Aeeotding to m.rus he I
md about 15 others signed.:

"2 4 formal contracts - with t.he

*Secret Army Orgenization,”
‘and - Sturgis stamped t.he
contracts with..a “potery’s’
oul.bul kem I“ m copm k

- FIE YEARS ‘ago his:

':-‘ ‘Fort Lavderdele, wallin

weckend, Curtis and other -
members of the group pre-..

to Jeave for Mexico.:.
Curtis yeaalls the cxx-enenee
as “just like going back ln

" { ghe scrvice. L. -
-1 - ] quit my job and sold 111'

ccr snd my truck. Jopur-
chased a rifle with a scope.
Then there was a delay,and I -
sat for e weck kb s mote\ n, -

. 4

A

c . eri e e e eemane e

A

Sturgis's self-styled army.
Max -Gonzalez © nllegedly
drove & new red - Chevrolet, -
4 and Lomen Ray Rruce trans-,

Chevrolet. The fvory Chevy,’
| like the Olds, was a . rented
a. Bt isn't clear where the
‘red one came from, and the
government doo.s ot dnm lt
was nolen (& ;

mvclmg in tﬁe vnﬁous cars
'§ had tq;rouped in Guadnk-
jare, Mexico,

ﬁghlers " “hung. —uouud»
Mc..:un motel™ -

Thep, Curtis’ uys. he und
Richard Brown were told
that “we had 1o go back to-
Texas and rent another car.
Frank had a typewriter with
a Jeather case. Sewn into the

ags, blank titles, birth certif-
jcate forms and blank nps-
tration forms.”

> Armed with the typewnler
Xit and & Gulf Oil travel card |

. {in the name of Charles Co- ;

--l
“In what the- U.S. “Atter- 3
ney’s office admits may be s A
seif-serving claim’: by “their : o
prospective witness, - Curus &

blames Sturgis for the tar LESS THAN g'ut hm.,
nainguphuexieo. -2 qa umw
: na 11 m-thwuntaqdn.hdw-’

have to take the rental car’} 1"’

South Floridy .cars that °

ported a new Avory-colored -

s { and boarded a yacht called
+ | the Amigo. The Mexican cap- ?

32T 'cans hijatked his ship: Curtis @

-According b
] Curtis, the cars disappeared
ané the “would-be * freedom ..

case” were Florida ™ Jicense -

I l- ‘il ares

nell, Cuntis and Brown went
to- anmlk, Tex., - and.
yented a 1668 maroon "Ford
Torino with a black nripe on
the side. .. -

*We put on a flofidu ug
und -threw "away the Texas
tag." Then they dnm the er:
into Mexico. '

-\o';mﬂm ‘dt"lth.hnl

l°in:togttwme it *
lwp' e oo ” ‘
lmwmmtmmm~
ful last week.~although smes-" I

. Efforts 1o teach Smuhm,' 5

iy

said, "Bob, you g0t th g0, back”
into Texas and get mother
‘{car. You have IS mimu .

.

. .bus? s
Brownsville. ' This time. be
used the Gulf card 10 pnd: up
a yed 1969 Mustang so new
that' the odometer showed
only three miles.. Averaging
110 m.p.h, Curtis sped back .
across the border. The - car’
had 800 miles on it when be .
gel to Guadaluar&. Fo .

"l r‘ELT kind of bnd nbvut
it, betsuse the yental iguy
said he: just hed -two, and °
somebody had taken one,’and .
what ] was thinking was," .
“Well, now . you d:m‘t have'_.

s

}‘imlly. the tnne came 1o .
hum:h -the . Jong- prmmnd I
commando nia The. group
moved to Progreso, Mexico, f'

" { tain later ‘chaimed the Afoeri-;

confirms it saving. theé “cap-2

[Ttain” and : his “mate ‘were*
forced ' at : gunpoirt-to - n!I
whm Sturgis told !hem.
~'The. -directiqns xpplnntly
wer:n'! “overly expert.”.Th
raiders never came r-ywhm
near Cuba. The Amigo.ran
.] aground on the reefs off Brit-
ish Honduras, and the"so}-.
‘diers ©of fortune found them-:
selves failed jo that conntry'l .
czpital, Belize. ,; -

g What happened after 1.hnt

s not altogether clear. Curtis
s under the impression that
-{| George Smathers, then s U.S.”
i..n.lol’ -from - fhnd.. n

Sturgis xroup +But "his sc. -

. BTy &

IR
elle™ .
e mt

{ ed~to; reach. Cube They.

Intervened on behalf of the -

body lo Washington stepped
fo “to ‘help because
Sandstrom, the Fort Laud.
dale hawyer, seys be pot
-call *from a man at the State
Department, - -

British Honduras and repre-

group).”,

v

and flown to the United

umnodupon their return. .,
* "]t seemed strange to me.

government; or they would
hlV! been ln t.rwble." .

" "SOME OF . THE npoﬁzﬂ

upon” his Tetum to- an!r
were skeptical as to whether,
-the reid actually was inteod-:

pomted out that to safl troxn i
‘Progreso, - supposedly .
Cuba, and to hit Hond\n: ;
instead Is to miss the ostenn-
ble u.r:et- by au.rly

beard, - the. chubby, duk
-baired Sturgis stood hu
<ground “The plan bad been to
rendezvous - with nnoxh:r
bout, he insisted. .

nid with about 40 men after,*
the rendezvous,” he said.

* Curtis, who cizims to have
been at Sturgis’s side during
.most of the mission, pever,

the uldmoml men -

States, where they were not ;

Sandstrom ssys. 1 gttbern':
(the raid).bad ‘the tacit ap- *
proval of somebody in the. :

e planned to suge the -'

wanting . to.
know if 1 could go down to .’

sent .them (the Sturgis -

* - 3t wasa't mecessary. Three " i -
_ata time, the men were freed '

Sportlng s ;uv-suuhd

-heard of the second boat o - - s
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e,
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P farLes Y . : -
- ' t e cew,"
.. .
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. N .

-
o= e

.:.- .: .-.:-" .-‘ - Ten s _:;s‘.‘-')._ e . el A:',Z ....' [ .
| o, Curtis “seys. bas ‘be "\ -2 uf Conis admits be ‘bas” ! Vo288
‘ever peen any of the “very:': ) N

* ¢ | plenty ‘of unanswered ques-
~high” pay be was promised. 1] |- tionsof hisown. il
:-:On his return to the states,, | .| : . Was the mysterious *Col.
he was interviewed by the |. | Quesada™.really justanother
FBI and told to go home. For: | = | -name - for , Sturgis, , alias
six months, the entire atfair*| \'\ Fiorinlt - % i -
oy B then'.i.St':::h
.waguely of higher-ups, telling _ -.
g ~1bem:yx‘a that he was seteiv- 3
1 1

tothe QA oyt oy

¢ 15 OF was the great ‘anti-Cas- s F:” [¥:
was ~charged ~with - stealing}l " 1 ¢ro expedition merely s high-" £*:{p
the yented Oldsmobile, 2nd Iy .original - cover. for. car.,; JE:

convicted - ‘of :'the " Jesser
charge- of

-

*. unauthorized

X< - {40 finance the expedition. He .-
Scan mission. He has agresd ' {was -sincere about .fighting *
to '”ﬂ : ;yt:m:x vu-‘;; +" {Castro — Frank's whole life ! -
ness, 3 feden i ' unists, = °
prosccutor has told him the o ablom aas how e
case involves more than 100
stolen ears. ' 50 S9N, o

c I . Ii - ""ﬁm;!‘
Buchanan’s argument that

*“He uﬁi’tbm‘ims (hw-‘
sands of dollars in Swiss and .-
: | Bahamss

Texas, Buchenan questioped
the -timing of the “indict-
e
sars, do they up thess -
tharges?’ be asked) .. 2z

Pressed 10 explain why 4. °
20k, the 'government ﬁve”:'\f'

{ South American countries, "

b av 53"He seally set us up.iand
i 1 'né coutd of got us all killed.”
- ke R

2

DG

*cats to get eround to prose. o Wi 4
ating oar theft; U.S.- Attor- 4 55 fn.l{::zgogga. _5 3]
ey Robert W, Rust of Miami . - : g

zplaincd that “we wanted to"i: &
aclude all possible evidence’;%: ¥,
nd that “some of the eviil: *
ence had to be gathered i\ =
‘exes, and some in Flarida,
vhich ma
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; , CONFIGENTIAL ,. on G
Lep. ‘rox’. Also a nsumber for is . mo lir. lloover is going

to suluit.

kir. pankin. lioy I assign 8677

The Chairi.an. Yes.

(Cosnincion Lxhibit iios. 860 and 867 werc marked for
identificction anC received in evidence.)

" whe Chairman. The Cormission will be in order.

uircctor licCong, it 15. custourxy for the Chairman to make
2 crort statement to the witness as to the testimony that is
¢ Lt 0 MG Givel.

1 will reed it ot thic tiue, o
[ ]

v, I'sCone wil) Le asked to testiry on wvhether lLee Harvey
vcuslu was ever an event directly or -indirectly, or an informer
©: ucting on behilf of .t"xc Central Intelliconce Agency in ‘.
any capacity st any tine, anc vhether he knows of any crodi.bf,
cvicence or of any conspiracy either douestic or foreign 1nvolvod
in the assassination of President Kenncdy, also with regard to at;
sujocstions and recossendations he oy have concerning improve-
sients or changes in provisions for the protection of the
prosident of tl.c l.mited Statos. .

Would you please rise and be sworn.

Lo ycu solcnly swear the testimony you are about to give

before this Conrigsion shall be the truth, the whole truth and
)
nothiing but tie truth, so help you Cog?

tir.1cCone. I do.

&:-—mfl 70 ~/lr

DECLASSIFIED BY 4{ 02/ B
Selfere \

oN .27 =% pc
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’ ' The Chairman. Will you be seat  please.
Mr. Rankin will conduct the examination.

TESTIMONY OF JOIIN A. MC CONE-

0 - - Mr. Rankin. Mr. McCone, will you state your name?

]
b
: ~ Mr. McCone., My name is John Alec HcCome.
Mr. Rankin. Do you have an official position with the
United States Government? '
Mr. HcCone. Yes, sir, I am Director of Central Intelligence.
Mr. Rankin. llave you been Director for some time? .
= Mr. McCone. Yes, a little over two anéd a ahalf years.
Mr. Rankin. Where do you live, Mr. McCone?
Mr. McCone. I live at 3025 Whitehaven Street.in Washington.

Mr, Rankin. Are you familar with the records and how they

are kept by the Central Intelligence Agency as to whothor'

a man is acting as an informer, agent, employee or in any other
capacity fér that agency?

Mr.lMcCone. Yes, I am generally familiar with .t.ho procedures
and the records that are l.naintained by the Central Intelligence
Agency. . )

_ Quite naturally, I am not !amllhx; with all of .the records

because they are very extensive.

Mr. Rankin. llave you determined whether or Dot Lee Harvey -

Oswald, the suspect in conne ction with the assassination of
President x;nmdy. had any connection with the Central Intelligence

Agence, informer or indirectly as an employee or any other

- conﬁfqml |
o - ' -

P Y



F com‘%nu €573
[' “ . capacity?
Mr. pcCone. Yes. I have deternzsed to my utisfncuon that
he had no such connection, and I would like to read for ‘the recor i--
Mr. Rankin. Will you tell us briefly t.he extent of your
inquiry? ’
Mr, McCone. 1In a form of affidvvit, I have gone into the

matter in considerable detail personally, in my inquiry with the
approériatepaople vithin the agency, examined all records in
our files relating to lee Havey Oswald. We had knowledge o'!

him, of course, because his having to to the Soviet Union,as . he
did putting him in a situation where his name would appear in -
our name file.

However, my examination has resulted in the oonclusion
that Lee Harvey Oswald l;as not an agent, employee or infémant of
the Central Intelligence Agency. The agency never coritasn,d _
hin, interviewed him, talked with him or received or poliéi}:od

_any reports or infornation from him or eomunicabd_ ﬂth_ ‘him- -
directly, in any other M. '

The Agency neve;: furnished him with any funds oz lbn.ey or
conpensated him dir;ctly or 1nd§t¢ct1y in any fashion, and Lee
larvey Osvald was never auociatcd ox connected dir;ctly or.
indirectly in any way vhatsoem with the Money.

When I use the term agency, I mean the Centul Intcuigcnu

- Agancy, of course. ' S

[

Rep. Ford. Does that include whether or not he was An the
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Un. 1 States, in the .Swtet Union ¢ iny place?

Mr. KcCone. Any place, the United States, Soviet Union
or any place. : -

Mr. Rankin. Mr, McCone, is that the affidavit you are
g?i.ng to supply the Comnission in connection with our request
for ’u?

Mr. McCone. Yes. This is the substance of 't.he affidaviti. °
which I will supply to you.

Mr, Rankin. Mr. Chairman, I ask leave to mark that Exhibit
870 and have it introduced in evidence as soon as'we raceﬁre it
from Mr. McCone as a part of this record,

The Chairman, It may be admitted,

(Commission Exhibit No. 870 was marked for {dentification

" and received i{n evidence.)

Mr. Rankin. Woudd you tell us about your procedures
in regard to having an agent or informer or any psrson acting
in that type of capacity? Does that have to pass through your ’
hands or come to your attention in the agency? .

Mr. McCone. No. It does not have to come .through, ny
peru;:nnl hands. |

Mr, Rankin. Without disclosing something that might be a
security matter, could you tell us how that is handled in a
general way ‘1n the agency? )

Nr. s;ccone. Mr. Helms, who is directly responsible for

that division of the agency's activities as a Deputy Director might

com'b@u -
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. explain that that would be permissible.
#} Mr. Rankin. Could we have him sworn then?

. The Chairman. Yes.

Would you raise your right hand and bs sworn.
Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give
b efore this Commission shall be the truth, the whole trith,

and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

Mr. Helms, Yes.
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TESTIHONY OF RICUARL | HELMS
#ix. Pankin. Hr. Helns, you hezrd the inquiry just directed

-

to Mr. licCone. g

CTould you answer the question directly?

tirx. uelms.v Yes, we hive a epecific procedure which we
follow in all cases where the agency is in eontaét for the purposes
©f acquiring intclligence or whatever the case may be, with an
dndividual. Ve not only have a record of the individual's
vanz, but vz also usuclly got inforuation of a biographical mature.
We then check this idcividucl's nare ag'ninst our record.

It that point we nakz o cCetermination as to whether we
" desire to use this Len or not to use him. It varies from case to
€Gasc a. to iow Liny officcre miy be involved in approving a .
specific recruitueni, Lut it invariably involves the man cvcr-.-".. ]
scab, his chicf on locoticn, arnd recponsible officers of the aqex{;y
4dn Wahington. )

lay I go off the record?

(Diséps§ion oft‘. the record.)

kx. -Rankin. lir. Melms, did you have anything to do on behalf
of your agency with deteruining whether or not Lee llaivey

Oswald was acting in any of the capacities I have described

in my questions to Mr. licConc?

-

Hr. lelms.’Yes, I did.
Hr. Rankin, Will you tell us what you aid in that regard?

kr. 4 lus, On Nr. IcCone's behalf, I had all of our records
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g

so;rched to seo' ~f there had been any eonta(..:s at any time prior
to sidont Neunecy's assussirnaticn  anyone in the Central
Intelligence Zgoncy with lec larvey Osvala. We checked our

card files and our personcll f£iles and all our records.

llovw, this check turned cut to bz mnegative. In ad&itien
I gnt in touch v.:'.th thosce officers vhe night conceivably have been
in pocitions of ressonsibility ot tim tires in question to see
if anybody had any recollicction of uny contect hQVing even been
suggested with thic nan, '

Yiide 2lso turucu out €9 Le ncyative, o thore is no
matziadl in the Central 1Intelligenze Mgency,either in the records
Oor at I.ict tliit I v ;ai.lu to estillish in thz nind of any
of the incividuale thet there wie ey contact had orxr .cven‘ con-
touplates witn hin. : ..

br. Fankin. 1. lHelus == *

sir. bulles. Could I asl: one cuecticn there.

Lo you recall or do you knov at what time the name of
lec Hurvoy Osvald vas carded, first came to your attention .so 4t
becanc a ﬁ@tger of rqcord, in the Agency?

kx. Nelms. Sir, 4 would vant to consult the record to be
absolutely accurate but it i£s my impression that the If.‘..rst time
thet his nane showed up on any agency records was when he
we:it to the Soviet Union.

- kr. Jankin, iir. llelns, in connection with your work you

have »urnljed information to the Comuission and we have requested

-e
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many thinys {rom your agency.

" “Can you tell the Coumission as \Eo whether or not you have
sup;lied us 21l the information the 2gency has, at least in sub-
stance in regard to lee llarvey Uswald?

lir. lelss., Ve have, all,

ep. Ford. Ha: o mawer of the Comnission staff had full
access to your filez on Lleeilervey Oswelc?

lr. e, Ue hos, sir.

len, "ord They havz had the oppertunity to personally
lock &t the entire file? '

lx. siclsine We dnvited thew to cone out to our building
ir lanrley @nd sctuilly put the file en the table so that they
couic ezudne it, |

The Chuuiriien. I was parsonally cut there, too, and was ¢’

offercu vae samc oprortunity. I did not avail myself of it be- '::
Cause of the tire elenent but I was cffered the same opportunity.

lx. kankin., . lLir. leclns, can you explain, accroding to
the linmditaticns of sccurity, the reasons why we exanined materials
but did not_:ai\:ays tal'(e.them. in a gencral.wly?

lir. Helnz, Yes, I can.

In our communica.tions betwean individuals working overesas
and Washington, we for security reasons have a method of hiding
tho-; identitics of individuals in telegrams and dispatches by
the use of spscudonyus - and cryptonyms., Fpr this Teason, we

never tllicw the original documents to leave our premises,

3 P el
- Fppor SR8
Nt 3 AR R
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uwever! on the occasion when the r‘cp’:esent.ativ.s of
t. “(.'o:.c.u'.ssion staff looked at thes. kiles, we sat there and
duuutified these pseudonyms and criptonyms and related them
to the proper nw.es of the individuels concerned, so that they
woulc kio. ciactly what this né:sagc saic,

#r, kinitdi. Bythict weans the reprsentatives of the
Ceraizoion wsre thle to potinfly thoaucclves ¢thet they had all of
tac inforiztien fer tic benzfit of the Xnission without dis-
cloting netters that vould be 2 threat to security, is that right?

P r.licli s, 1t i3 1y uncerstanding thet they vere ¢

Wive o UF G .. sicConz, C€o you have full authority

fror higicr mutuority teo welic full disclosure to this Cormission

of &ny irivruccion in the filec of the Central Intcluqencé. )
.3ceney? "’.. )
Xx. KeCene.  Thot is pight. It is my underctending that":._.
it is th. decize of higher wuthority thet this Commission shall
fiave acoess to all information of every mature in our £iles or in
the t:u‘.nc'-'.‘\of euplovees of Central Intelligence Agency.
Rci;. k!-‘ord. On ’ihe bacis of that authority you or the
dgcency hove nade o €ull vicclooure?
Hr, kcCone. Yhat is correct. )
i Mr. u.n!iin. Hr, liclus, I have ‘gxandcd you Exhibits 868
and B€Y directed to you acting for the Agency, the first one being

T tne Cougzission to you and the second one, 8695 being your
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" ewer in Tegerd to your full and /}::apleta Cisclosure in regard
\56 )yout records, isn't thot correci?

* Hr. lcl.s. That is correct. Hay I say, Hr. Rankin, that
any inforration though subgccuent to this correspondence which
we 1:ay oltain we will coartainly continuc To forward to the
Cou.ission.

dr. lenkin. Thank you.

tir. ChicZ Justiec, I ok doiv: to have those two Exhibits
86¢ &nd 69 received in evidence ot this :inme. |

The Chairien, whey may be eduitted under those numbers.

(Cotniscion Lxkibits lios. BLE and 609 were marked for
ddertification anc reccived in evidznce.)

liv. lankin. lir, KeCone, 3f I may :r.-ﬁzrn to you, I will now
ask you if you hive any credible inforaction that you know.y of
cr evidence cousing you to believe that there is any or was a.t;y.
coe~spiracy either dox.\clstic or foreign in connection with the

- &#ssdssination of Presidont Kennedy?

. licCont:., v, 1 have no information,, Mr. Rankin,

that woulid ilead rne‘to Lelieve or conclude that a conspiracy

eristed,

Rop. Ford. m'u the CI2 nake an investigation of this aspect
of the assassination?
] ., 1ir. licCone. Ve made an investigation of all developments
aite: the assassination which came to our attention which might

possibly have indicuted a conspiracy or an influence on Oswald
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£r.  in cxternal source, and wc det.  .nod after these investi-
gations which wcre made promptly and fLimrediately that we had
ao. evidence to support such an ascunption. ‘

" Ref. .'?crdl. Did thc Central Intelligence chncy‘hlv;
any contact with Osvwald during the period of his life !J;.the
Soviet Union?

Lir. I'tCohec. lio. iiot to ity knouledse nor to the knowledge
of those wiio would have bean in o position to have made such
contict, nor 2ecerding to tny recoxd ve hava, that ve have been
able to uncover, |

lep, Ford. bid the Centrul Intelligence Agency have any

perzonul contzct with Oswild gubzeouent to his return to the

. '

Unitcu States?

lir. lictonc. liv, not to uy knowlecdge. v

¥r. lankin, Ir. licCone, your sgency made a particular in- o’
vesticiticn in coancction with any allegations about a eonléita- .
ey i.nvolv::mg the Soviet Union or people connected with Cuba,

did you nég?\

lr. ~liECone. .Ye_s. We aid. Ue na'ndg a thorough, a
very thorcuyh investigation, of informction that cane to us con-
cerning an allegod trip that Oswuld made to Hexico City during
which tinc he iiade contact with the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City
.1.!;1 an attenpt to gain transit privileges from Mexico City to the

Soviet Union vis llavana.

We investigated that thoroughly.




conrmi&u _ 6582
bx. P.anlzl . bo you also fhc’-le dn yi r statewent that

)‘,4 found no eviduncc of conspiracy in all of that investigation?
¥x. kcCono. That is correct. \

dx. Rinkin, Znc also the investigation you made of tlu period
that lee UMorvey Osuald wes in the Soviet Union?

ix.licCene, uhat is right.

Kx. RPenkin, lx. licCone =-

r. bulles, Coud I ask onc question there.

Does your ancuer, lir. HeCone, include & megation of any
belicf that Oswald was verking for or on bchalf of the Soviet’
Union at ony tire when you werc in contact with him or knew
&.ovt aic acivitien?

ar. icConc. Ve heve no cvidence thit he was working for or
o bLuhalf of tiie Soviet: L‘nioﬁ &t ony tiuc. (e have no evidence

‘v

tu thut effect. .

I'ep. Ford. 1z the Centril Irtelliqence Zigency continuing “
.
any investigetion into this arca?

lx. lcCone. lio, because we hove at the present time, we
have no information dn our files that we have not exhaustively
invostig;tcil and disposed of to our néi.staction. - Haturally,
any rev information that ‘might cone into ovr hands @d be
investigated promptly.
tix. lielms, I simply wanted to add that we obviously are

interested in a'nythi.ng we can pick up applying to this case

and anything we get will be iumediately sent to the Commission,
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Y that we haven't ctopped our . Aries or picking up any
intonnauon we can from 'poople who might have some fnformtion.

This is on o cuntinuing basis. ' .

¥eop. Ford., In othar wé:ds, the casc {sn't closed. .

Hr. deluc. It 45 not closed as far es wo are concerned,

lir. kankin. Would that e true, iir. Helms, even cttct the
Caox-ission completed its report, you would keep the mttct .opcn )
i¢ vuere was enything krow thot developod in the future that oould
Lo prouerly presented to the auvthorities?

dir. llelas. Yes, I would aszwse fhe case vill never be
Liosi,

. ¢ lx. Featin, lir. leCone, do you hnvg any ideas about
dnproving the sccurity provisions for the President that you would
dike to relate to the Coraizcion? '1'"

ax. licConec. lell, this is in ny opinion & very 1mporunt o
question vhich I an sure this Caerission villl, has and will *
dievote a considerable anount of thought to it and lmdonbtodly
have sone recciduendations as pert of its roport.

U

l.r. Rarkin, Your agency does have an br.portant function
in goue aspects.

¥r. deCone, u;z have a very important function in connection
with the foreign travels of the President, and I would 1ike ¢o
l.htom the Couwyission as to hov we discharge that :olpons!.buity
by quickly revieuing the chronology of the Central !ntd.ugcm

Acenc’'s support of President liennedy's wvicit to Mexico City from
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thr "9th of Junc to the 2nd of July €2,

ix. Jankin,

".‘ . l.ccone .

The Chaixrian. Uirector, i éat & sccurity matter?

Will you pleese do that.

-

Ho. I think I ceh’handle this for the record.

The Chairran. Very well.

kx. licConz,

If I have to make a remark or two off the record

d will es that privilege,

That visit,

the 2&th of ipril,

es I said, started on the 29th of June., ©On

in anticipation of the visit, instructions

were truusiiteed to lickico for the Jeadassador to coordinate

planniny arnu infon:ationzl guidance for the advance party of the

decret Service.

e ached that the Secret Service be given information on

docal groupz and p
ments or  physica

ability of the iex

. .

essons vho woald cause disturbances, embarrags-

1 harn, an estinate of the determination and-"';

-

ican government to prevent incidents, and -

Precparation for special bricfings to the Lmbacsy officials and the

?
Sccret Service, an
‘ LS

d such adititional support and comnunications

personncl that wuight be required.

Phese instru

ction; were given two months before the trip.

On the 15th of lay, confirmed information we received that

the President would visit Hoxico on the specific dates. On the

1st of Junc the Sccret Scrvice was supplied by the Agency with the
L J

detailed survey of

lexican socurity forces that would be called

upon to protect the Prosident.,
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Frichdly anu &llicd governi . were informed of the vigit
ard their coopcration and pertinent informational support was
solicited. Froa this date through the 2nd of July daily
infornmation reports vere furnishcd to the State Departnent,:the
Secret Service, | thec LI and the nilitary services.

4hat is irc.: the 1st of Junc to the 2nd of July, a period
cf 31, 32 days, On th2 Eth cf Junc the Eecret Service advance
Jkby wis bricfcu irn detail .by 2 group of officers of the agency
Cis the liexicen novern:'ent's planc for the protection of the
iriicent, includiny current information on the size, strength
s capabilitics ef potential troullenalers.

ilezerdovs locaticns and times in the planned itinerary
verc identificec, pulitical ani econocaic $ssues that xight b_e
davoked by hestile elcionte for deronstrations wére specified,

tn the 11lth of June, the Sccret Service advance party le'l;t.‘
~Ur liexico suprorted Ly edditional sccurity personnel to asgist *
in eoordi'nating inforrationszl report and follow up activity requiread

L‘cp&giglly pscpared netional intelligence estimates on the
current sccurity concitions in Liexico was approved by the United
Statoe Intclligence koard on the 13th of Jlﬁm.

On the 15th of. Junc arrangerents were completed to reenforce
cowunications facilities. On the 24th of June a conference at
tlie State bepagtnent wac held at the request of the President
for raviewing sccurity nmcacurcs, and this meeting I attended

texernally, ad reported to the State Deptrtment on the essence
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of a1l that had .onc bofore. E
o Lueryensy contingerncy plan:;‘ mnl'e discucsed and a con-
sonsus was reched that the President should make the visit as *
télmu‘ulod. :
On the 27th of Jurc, a £inal undoted special
nutionul dntellijzence ectiicte vias preparcd,anc this indicated
fno basic chanyes in the scocurity essessmert that Hexican
qovu::t;.cr:t Wis preparcd to cojc vith foresceable security contine
gencies.
Ln tic Zith ol Ju.t, @ finil wricfing repcrt was prepared
for tlc director's usc which incicoted the security precautions of
the llexicon covern: ont Lod wllcetively forzotelled major organized

.i.nclc‘cnts, end our Ynlorru. estinite wis that the i’tcsident

would rececive ¢ great weles: e, .

“he report wus presented to the President personally by'.;..
the birector at noon in a finci »eeting prior to departure on tl;i:s
trip. )

Frow the 29t of June to the 2nd of July in Washington head-
guarters, Plnevndquartefs coiiponents renained on a 24-hour alert
for close 'izu;:port of thec embassy and the Sccret Servce.

$o, not only was the Central Intelligence Agency and the
various couponents involved in this for a poriod of two months
1!; close collaloration with the Secret Service, but by bringing
ix; the United ’ciatc§ Intelligence board we brought 4n all of

the intelligonce asscts of the United Sutos Governnment 4n



e Vg

.

CUNI"II%‘I' 1AL '
{ 6587

r ‘nection vith this particular ¢t ., I thought this procedure
uhich was followed zequlerly on all trips that the ?:os:ldcnt
aakcs out of the country would be of interest to the Caminion.
The Chairan. Thit is the normal format of your procedures?
kix. McCone. Yes.
%he Cicirman. Wher the President gocs abraod?
Ix. reConc. Yoz, I cclected this onc. The sane was true
©of his trip vo iia:acé or Puric or elsevhore.
Fr. Tanphir. I'v, eCone, 4r woux S:nvc:.'tig::tion of the Oswald
matter dic you une the sire approach 6: & cowperable approach
to & lizizon witn tl_xe otler inteclliqgence cqencies of govern~ -
sment. to try to discc;vc-: erccthing thot l:iqht' involve your jurisdic-
tion.,

ix. licConc. Yes. e were in very close touch with the’ -

Fodcral Burcau of Investigation and with the Secret Service on":
& 24-hour bacie ot all points, both donesticolly and foreign
where information had bLeen received which right have a bearing on
this pro!.:Jl.cm.
lix. Rankin, .As.sassination?
lx.lcCone. Ascessination,
Hr. Rankin. Do you have an opinion, Mr. McCone, as to whether
or not thc liaison betuceen the intellicenca agencies of the
Unitcd Etates Government might be improved if they had better

mechanical, computer or other facilities of that typre, and also

soie other ideas or methods of dealing with each other?

B 7« & f
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sir. wccof - There is & great deal if mprovement of.‘”‘

‘ormation 1:.i:at night be of dmpe. _Jsnce in a matter of this kind
through the usc of czxipute:s and mechanical neans of handling «
tilcs, and you, lr. Chief Justice, sav some of the == of
our hstallatipns and that was only a beginning of what really ecan
be donc,

The Cheirran., Yes, I did.

lr.cCeuc. T would certeinly urge that on all departments
©f government that are involved in this are adopt the most
kousrn Letuoul of euitiatit data progessing ;vith zespect to the
perscnnel files anc other file: relating to individuals. This
vould be helpful.

Lut I ohacize that & comuter will not replace the man,
and tiiercforc, ve st have at all levels a complete exchange of
inforuution and coopcration Lutusen egoncies where they lhir':;'t‘:hio
responsibility,and in geing throurgh this chronology, .4t . point'l'f
out the typc of exchanye and cooperation that the Central N
Intelligence och;lcy tries to afford both the Secret Service and
the l’-‘eu’c;al‘ Lurecau of Investigation in matters where we
have 2 céi:mé:n responsibility. .

I would like to eriphasize the very . great 1nportlncc of
this exchange, which is not alvays easily acconplished because
.tit is cuiersoue.

Sowetiret it becomes involved in distracting people from

othsr dutics, and so on and so forth.
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I have qiven & good dea) of aght tc the matter of

somc incentives to bring out informers, thinking ebout the old
ut'cnnor Statutes in which sane of thon are still on the books, )
in which people were rewerded for inforning when others conducted
thauselves in a da:aaging way.

kr. tullog, Snvygling eccecz?

lir. licConc. Snuqgline casns. onember there was a great
Tusa ©F inforieors during the wor vhere Pcople would inform on air-
czufi coutractors and building contractors who were eondn;zti;lq
Luedr vork iuproporly,and as I rainanbar .the lav, the informer got
& pircantaye of vhut vas recovered by the governnent. This law
wWas rescinded because of this rather unfalr thing.

but I bzlicve that sorething could be done,; called to ;he

attention of this Coauiscion, that under one of the clauses ",'.

ol th. Jtciic Lnurgy iict or arendnent to it, a rather - ',

sulstuntiel zo: :az‘d is offered for information leading to the appre=
hension of 2 purson that attoupts to iuport specizl nuclear
materials o‘.- nuclear weapon into the United States,

Vo

Bone such legilauon night be enacted vhich would make it
really worthwhile for a £enow who s0l1d a 'telescope, & gun with
& telescopic gunzight to a percon that he might be suspicious
©of would have an incentive to watclh him very carefully and maybe
in!;rm the autho;ities concerning that sale.

-M:. Rankin., 1Is it your belief, Wr. licCone, that the

~
ucthods for exchange of information between intelligence agencies
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©f the qovernm(..t could be materis"‘y smpr.ved.

féir. lxCone, I think the exchange I;etween the Central
xntelliqence Agency and the Federal Bureau of Investigation *
cl' the Socret Scrvice arc quite adequate.’ I am mot informed as to
wheothier the cxchange: betveen the Secrot Scrvice and the FBI are
eqgually accquate.

I have not gone into thet. I would have mo means to know,
Certeinly it is most ix;.portqnt that it be done.

lirs Dulles. looking back no: that you have the full
Tecoru, dov you {fucl tha;. you rcceive: fror the State Department
adequate inforiation at the tine that the:r vere avare of
L3ueli's cefecticn and liter activitiés ir the Soviet Union, did
yo;a yet &t the tite fulli inforcation from the Stat; Departfnnt. on
those particular guijucts? ".

lx. lieCone., ilell, 1 anm not sure that we got full into:-., _
taation, fir. Uuilcs. The fact it we had very little 1n£omati.on':
in our files, |

l:z."__ llelus, It wvas probably nininmal.

lep. Pord. ULy did that happen?

l;r..-u;:hus. 1 anmot sure, MNr. Ford. I can mly assume
that the State beportunent only had a limited amount, and it
intexcstingly enouyh is far enough back now so that it's wvery hard
to find cjcople who were in the lloscow Dabassy at the time familiar
v.tt.h the case, so 1n trying to run chis down one comes to a lot

of dicad cnds and I, therefore, would .not like to hazard any guess.

R 7 ‘.mu .
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kep. Ford., huse responsii ty ie it, is it CIin's
téspondibility to obtain the information or State Dcparmnt'l .
topponsibilitj to supply it to Central xnteuigence and ¢o otbm

kr.ilcCene, With respoet to a United States citizen vho goes
aLroed, it ic the reeponbility of thc State Department through
4tz various echelons, consuler service end eubassies and so
forth, i

For ¢ forzigqrer cc.dnt into the Uniteu States, who might
i1 of suspicious claracter, condne here for espionage, subversion,
<. sosciuction anld ocher acts of violex;c;, vz would, and we do,
&e.Co2nye this inforimction irnediately with the FDI.

fee Ford, Lut in thisn paz-ticuler cese Oswald in the

~oviet Luion whosne responsibility was it to transmit the ufomtion

whatever it wvas, to the Central Intcllignncc Agency? ‘o

]
0

‘Te lotonu. Uell, it would bt the State Departmant's PR

ro.ponzibility to do that. thother there roally exists an order *
or ordurs that information on ar: _Jlierican citizen returning

. . A
fro.: & foreciyn country be transnitted to Cls, I don't believe

1

[ ]
there erce guch reyulaticns which exist.

lx. llelns. I don't believe they do, either.

lx. lcConc, 1 an not sure they should.

kep, Ford. I wouldn't be your recomsendation that you, the
uo?hd of Contral ,Intclligence hgency, should have that information?

iir. bulles. In a case oi.’ an American defecting to a.

tr~onnist country shouldn't you have §t?

1 3
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bx. kocCone. Certainly eccrz -~ - typcs of information.

mtnt we ovght to be eaxcful of hero, would be to rather ehuly
dqﬁne the type of inforietion which should be tunmitud,
bccause aftor all, there are hundreds of thousands or ni.lll.ons

©f Juericens goiny back and forth Q;ety yerr, and those records
are the rccords of the iunigration scrvice, the passport division,

{x. Lullz:x, X woz thinkire of 2 pereon who having defected
miglt, of coursu, wave bocons an a;ant anc then reinserted into
thce United Strtes and 87 you vare infc:z td cf the first steps to
that you mdght Lud:, to prevent thc sc;:onu‘ step.

ix, iicCone, #ell, certainly information on defectors or
pPoszible reeruitiieats shiculd Lz, and I heve no question 4s being,
transnitted, | ..

kope Ford. Uhat I was getting at war whether the prooc‘ﬂ_lircl
were adequate or inadequute, vhether the acministration was pn;;se‘r
©r dipropoer &n this particular case, ancd if some files you have B
that sterted when he attompted to defect ars  inadéquate.why
we ouyht to know, and we ought to know:vhether the basic
tcgulntiona were :ight ©r wrong, whether the Administration was
proper or improper, 1:.hat is what I an trying to £ind out.-

1 would like your corment on it.

. Hr. kcCone., Well, I th ink the basic Tegulations should be
e:?amined very ctrefully to be sure that they are copper~riveted
down and absolutely tight., What I am saying, however, is because

of the vast-nutbor of Americans who go abroad and stay 4in foreign

.!(
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countries for il..efinite peri of time, i\. would be an
4 _ossiblc teck to transuit all fnToruation available 4in the
State Separtuont and Imrigration Service as files to the : =
ccittal Intelligence Agency. It would mot be a productive exercise,
uWhat must Le tr:m::x.&.tted and is being transmitted, while I cannot
Tecite tne excet regulations is infoniation that is, becomes,
knon to thz vurious e:bussius of guspicious Juericans that
wmiyht heave becn recruited and defected, and then returned so
that they wculd be agents in placc,

lep. Yoru., In this case, Oswald acteipted to defect, he .
did not, he subscerusntly sought tha right to return tc the ]
Unitud States, bz acd -:nt;ct with the Lrbassy. Was the Central
Xntélligonce &jencey inforiied of these steps.itep by step by ‘the
Departient of State?
kx. leCone. You micht ansuer that. o .
kx. liclus., ixr. Pora, .1.n. order to answer this guestion ..
Precicely I would have to have the file in front of me. I have
not looked'at it in soue tine so I don 't have it all that clearly
in mind. But it is my impression that we were mot inforwed step
by stcp, but thot I say that there is mo requiroment that I am
aware of that the State Departient should inform us and when
said a moment ago th'at we didn't have information from them this
wag not in any sensc a critical statement but a statement of fact.
but an mne;ican going to the Anerican Embasay would be handled
by tloe Libassy officials, either consular or othervise, and this
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uld be a matter well within th arview of the State Department
to keep all the way through, because we do mot have tc:ponllbluty
t:} the Contral Intelligence Agency for the conduct or bohavimr
or anything else of Ancrican citizens when they are abroad llnhu
there is soue s‘pecial consideration applying to an individual, er
wougong in higher authority requests assistance from us.

So that thc State Lepartmont, I think, quite properly would
¥ejard this matter was well within their purview to handle then~
sclves within the Lubassy or from the Embassy back to the Departmen
of State without involving the agency .1n it at that point in time
while these events were occurring.

kep. Foxrd, I think it coulcd be argued, however, that the
uniqueness of this individual ‘case was such that the Department

of State might well have contacted the Central Intelligence -, -

Agency to keoé' theu abreast of the developments as they P

transpired. This is not, and when I say this, I mean the q"'
Oswald case, is ;:ot an ordinary run of the mine type of case, It
is far f;pxq it. _
tvén back in ;.h_e time, woll, fran the time he went, and
particularly as tdee progressed, and he n;de application
to :etdxn, there is nothing ordinary about the whole situation.
Kr. HcCone. Ythat is quite correct, there is no question
Ebout that, o ’
Rep.Pord. and I am only suggesting that if the :ogulnttons.

were not ¢ icyuate at the time and are not now, maybe something
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ought “o be don! ' «bout it. :
" hr. Rankin. kr. HcCone, when you said thet supplying

sll of the infonuation about United States citizens vho went . =
cbjond and caie back to tha countty wouldnot be a profitable.
axercisc, did that comment includo the thought that such -n T -,
intruszion upon all citizens would be questionable?

#Hr, lcCone, Such an intrusion?

#ir. kankin, Upon their_ zight to trgvol.

ir. HcCone. Well, I thirk this would have a bearing on it.
I viu'ut bave that particular matter in mind when I made that
gtatusent, hovever. I wac just thinking of the -

ir. kankin. Burden?

kr. licConc. == of tha burden of vast numbers involved,

ix. hankin. Do you have any thought in regard to -
whethor it would be an intrucion upon their rights? o]

Lir, &acCone._ tlell, that would be a mattcr‘of how it was
handled. Certainly if it was handled in a way, the counterpart
of providing the infonsation was to inpose restrictions on then
then it vo_\_‘alé be an intrusion on their rights.

kir, Lankin., Yes. ~

ix, Chief Jisti.ee, that is all I have, except I wvant to in-
quire into soicthing off the zrecord after we are through,

i{ &on. Cooper. Hay I inquire?
. The chéim;n. Benator Cooper.
Cune Coopar. I missed the first part of Mr. McCona's testi-
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aony 4 went to answer a quoruu call. arhaps the question has
been asked.
- ‘ ; -
g 3t has becn brought into evidence that a mumber of ;
people in the lbassy talked to Osvald when hs f£irst defected,
and the various ﬁomunications with the imbassy and, of ;ou:u.
ﬁhén he left to coune back to the United Gtates.
flave we keen able to ascertain the names of officials in the
imbarsy or enployees with whom Osvalu talked on these various
occacions?
tir. licCone. I an not familiar with then, mo.
lx. H#lelus. Heither am I, sir.

jir. lictone. 1 preswae that the Department's: inqguiries

has covered it. .

sen. Couper. Is it possible to ascertain the naxes of",o'-

¢
[ ]

thoec eiployecs? ' v
tir. Rankin. Senator Cooper, Ican answer that. v
We have iz{qui xed of the State Department for that informa-
tion, anu are in the process of obtaining it all.
Seii. ‘Coopex. .'u_king into consideratinn your answers to
the previous guestion, would it have been possible in your
Yudguent to have sccured more conprehensive information about
fho activities of Oswald in Russia?

Hr. kicCéne. It would not have been possible for the

Centrel Intelligence Agency to have secure 4 such informa e

because we do not have resources to gain such information,
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The Ciu.l( an. Anything more? <
Congrossiuan Ford? o

& Rep.Ford. Did the Central Intelligance Agencyi. = -

' aty ..-

dnsugnte any aspects of Oswald's trip to Mexico?
- Jir.licCone. Yeg, we aid.

Fep. Ford. Can you give us any inforuation on that?

kr.licCone. Y¥Yes. Ve werc aware thaot Oswald did make @
trip to Mexico City and it wac our jndqm-cnt that he was there
in the interest of injuring transit pﬁvucgn and that he made
ccatact with the Cuban inbassy while ho was there.

Ue o not know the precise results of his effort but we
usswwoe becauvsce he teturnéd to thc United States he was unsuccess~
ful llc have exzidned to every extent we can, and using all
rasources availallec to uc every aspect of his activity and "e.
coulu not verify that he was there for any other purpose or t';ut

'-

his trip to Hexico was in eny wey related to his later” .
action in assassinating President Kennedy.

iep. Pord. Did the Centr al Intelligence Agency make
any l.nvesi:t,«igation of any alleged connection botween Oswald and
the Castro dove:mm.ntf )

Mr. McCone. ¥es. We investigated that in considerable
u.vee inforwation came to us through a third party that he had
qrr.tcd on a rather odd discussion with Cuban officials in the
cmun Lubassy 1n loxico City. Ihe allegation was that he had

r_c32va? under rather odd circunstances a rather nubt antial
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ano\. . of woney in the Cuban Lubassy, and the stateBants was

aade by one who claimed to have seen this transaction take p;ao:.
:

After a very thorough and detailed exanination of th}

1ol 4

tt;fox:x_aant, it t;’.nany turned out by the informer's own adnh.ucn

that the inforuation was cn.tizely erroneous, and was .-ldo for

the purposc of advancing the informer's own standing with the

Central Intelligence Xgency and the United States Government

and it vas subscquently xetracted by the infomer in its entirety.
lep. Ford., Vas thex any other c;videnee or alleged evidence--
Hr.licCone. Parenthetically, I'uight add a word for the

record that the date that the informer gave as to the date in time

of ‘this alleged transaction was inpossible because ‘through .’

other, fron other, information we determined that Oswald was

in the United States that particular time. v

#ep. Ford. Did the Central Intellgence Agency ever v
make an investigation or did it ever check on lir. Ruby's trip to *
Cuba or any eonn#tions he might have had with the Castro
Governmexlt? .

bz iicCone. u'ot_ to my knowledge.

tir. lelms. ue had no information.

bir, HcCone. We had mo information.
i Kap. Pord. Centr al Intelligence Agency has no information
of any connectfons of Ruby to the Castro goverament?

$ir. SicCone. That is right.

Rep. Ford. Did you ever make a check of that?



CONFIDN'MI. wayYy

dir. uc£a. ﬂecbockcdqu;:v *ds‘.oms.tvcm

wfi;fmtion and fonnd we did mot.

g fep. Ford. What wou:l.d that indicate, the fact that m‘
J'Aockou your records. o . : 1 .

" e bx. Nelus. Thet would indicate that if we had received -
inforuation that, from our own resources, that, the mbln.lm
involved with lir. luby in something thet would be mu'd;; as
subvorsive, that we would then have that in our ziu-, but we ~
reccived no such information, and I don't, by saying this mean®
that ne did not. I simply say we don't have any record of
this. . A

tixr. konkin, I night say off the record —-
{uiscussion off the rocord.)

kep. Ford. Yhat is all. : : - N
o'-,
The Chairman. Director, thank you very much, -!h" for v

couing and being with us and we appreciate the help your dopue-
went has given to us.
(ihersupon, at 12330 p.m., the Coomission recessed

subject ﬁ::o:_call of £he Chair,)
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Bep. Ford. Also a number for this memo Mr. Hoover is going

to suomit. f

Mr. Bankin. May I uﬁign 8672

The Chairman. Yes.

(COmission Exhibit Nos. 866 and 867 were marked for
jdentification and received in evidence.)

The Chairman. The Commission will be in order.

pirector McCone, it is cust.omary for the d\.aiman.to make
a short statement to the witness as to the testimony that .;1.
expected to be given. )

I will read it at this time. o

Mr. McCone will be asked to testimy ox.x whether lee Harvey
Oswald was ever an agent directly or indirectly, or an informer
or acting on behalf of the Central Intelligence Agency in
any capacity at any time, and whether he knows of any credible
evidence or of any conspiracy either domestic or foreign involved
in the assassination of President Kennedy, also with regard to an
suggestions and tccmmandat;ions he may have concerning improve-
ments or changes in. provisions for the protection of the
President of tl;e United States. .o

Would yo.\: please rise and be sworn.

Do you somenly swear the tutinony you are about to give
before this Commission lhall be the truth,.the whole truth and

nothing but the truth, 80 help you Gog? (g l/\S
Mr.McCons. X do, DECLASSIFIED BY 4_@3 ﬂD

- Py 6 W )

S1-92.. ocx. c/ﬂ/
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The Chairman. %ill you bhe se2t( please.
"Mx. Rankip will corduct the examination.
TLSTIEONY OF JONI! A. KC COIE

ir. Penkin. Kr. l'cCone, will you statc your name?

lx. licCone, hy name is John llec licCcne.

4r. Rankin. Do ycu have an official position with the

United Stetes Covesnrent?

¥, McConc. Yes, sir, I an: bDirector c¢f Central Intelligence.
$r. rertin.,  lave you Leen Lirector for some time?

lir. leConc. Yee, & little over tuo and ¢ ahalf years.

lir. lenkin. Vhere ¢c you live, Mr. lMcCone?

ix. ficConc. I live ¢t 3025 thitehaver Street .in Washington,
rr. Martirn. Are you feniler with the records and how they

arc kept by the Central Intelligence Agency as to whether -

.
.

a »mor is acting as an informer, agent, employee or in any otho:(f
capacity for that egency? v
krx.licCone., Yes, 1 am gencrally farmiliar with the procedures

and the records that arc maintaincd by the Central Intelligence
o _

Agency. - oL .
Juite naturally, I am not familiar with all of thc records
becouse they are very extensive.

Hr. Rankin. llave you determined whether or not Lee Harvey
O;Uald, tlie suspcct in conne ction with the essassination'of

Prcsident Kenncdy, had any connection with the Central Intelligence

Agence, informer or indirectly as an employee or any other

. —
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capacity? -

. licConc. ¥Yes. 1 have deten. ¢ to my satisfaction that
bhe_had no sucl connecticn, and I would like to read for the record --

dir. lankin. iiill you tell us briefly the extent of your
ingquiry? | |

kr. kecConce. In & fon. cf affidvvii, I hcve goﬁe into the
atter in cunsiderclle ¢ot2il nerzonclly, in ny inquiry with the
énpropriate mople witrin the 2cency, oxardined all Eecords in
our files relating to lec Havey Osueldé. tle hed knowledge of
a..ty of courue, Locauce his having tc to the Soviet Union,as he
dau puteine hic. in & rituvotion wherce hic neme would appear in
Cus Li... fide.

so.ever, 1y o Ination his rizulted in the conclusion

that bLze Marvey Ooocle was act an eyznt, elployee or informant of

the Central Intclliyense hgency. Thc ayency nover~conta?ted’:( .
Lir, intervicwoed hin, tolked with hir. or received or soliciicd 2:v
any reports or infor.itiun fron hin cr commanicated with him-
uircetly, ir any otuer manner.

The Agency never furnished him with any funds or money or
ccngencated hin directfy or indirectly in any fashion, and Lee
lUarvey Ucweld was never associsted or connected directly or
<iiirectly in any way uhatsogver with the Agency.

; tthen T usc the torm ag;ncy. 1 mean the Central Intelligence

Aygnncy, of coursc.

e Ford. Loes that include whether or mot he was .in the
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Unit~« States, in the Soviet Union ©r 'ny place?

: €574

“kir. kcCone. Any place, the United States, Soviet Union

o;.' any place.

kir. karkin, lx. kcConz, ic that the effidevit you are
goiny to supnly the Comxwiczion in connection with our request
toz.it?

br. LeCone. Yez., 2his is the tuistence of the affidavit. °
which I will cupply te you.

lx. Feorlin, !y, CLadrecn, 1 el loovs to nmark that Exhibit
870 onc have it irntroduzad in evidence as soon as we receive it
fro.: lixr. leCone ac & part of thic record,

She Chairrer, It 1oy be aduittod,

(Comission Lxhilit s, 879 waz nerled for identification
and receiveu in evidencc.)

x. kankin. Woudyv you tell us about your procedures .
in ruyard to haviw; an ecent or inforrer or any person acting
in that type of cepscity? Doee that heve to pass through your
h ands or coue to your attention in the agency?

.

fir. lcCone. lo., It does not have to come through my
personal hands, ] .

lr. Pankin, Vithout disclosing somett.ing that might be a
security matter, could you tell us how that is handled in a

géneral way in ¢the agency?

kr. 2NcCone. Mr. lielms, who is directly responsible for

that division of the agency's activities as a Deputy Director might
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explain thut thl would be permissible.

1y, larkin. Could we have hir gu~-u then?

The Cheirran. Yes.

Would you raisc ycur right hand and be svorn.

Lo you solci.nly swear the testinory you are about to give
b eforc thir Ce:mircien shall be the truth, the vhole trith,

and rothiny but the truth, 50 help you God?

e, leluaz, Yoz,

<
’ -
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| TESTIMONY OF RICI.IARD M; HEIMS

} Mr, Rankin., Mr. Helms, you heard the inquiry just directed
jr to Mr. McCone. | '

E’ C - 7 Could you answer the question directly?

pr. Helms. Yes, we have a specific procedure which we

follow in all cases where the agency is in contact for the purposes
of acquiring intelligence or whatever the case may be, with an
individual. We not only have a :;eord of the individual's .

nanme, but we also usually get information of a biographical nature,
'we then check this iddividual's name ag'ainst our record.

At th.at point we make a determination as to whether we
desire to use this man or not to use him. It varies from case to
case as to how many officers may be involved in approving a
specific recruitment, but it invariably involves the man over-
seas, his chief on location, and responsible officers of the agency
4dn wWahington. _

May I go off the record?

(Discussion off the record.)

F _ Mr, Rankin. Mr, Helms, did you have anything to do on behalf
of your agency with determining whether or not Lee nm
Oswald was acting in any of the capacities X have described R

@ in my questions to Mr. McCox.xo?

- Mr. lielms, Yes, I did.

Mr. Rankin. w;u you tell us what you did in that regaz;d?

Mr. Helms. O©On Mr, McCone's behalf, I had all of our records

- | coum),@m
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sea: 3d to see if there had been an; ,ntacts at any time oprior

to President Kennedy's assassination by anyone in the Central
. 1]

Intelligence Agency with lee llarvey Oswald. We checked our

card files and our personell files and all our tecords.

Now, this check turned out to be negative. 1In udc.ution__

I got in touch with those officers who might conceivably have been
in positions of responsibility at the times in question to see

if anybody had any recollection of any contact ha;ing ..‘cven been
suggested with this man. B

This also turned out to be negative, so there is no
material in the Central .Inteniqence Mency,either in the records
or at least that I was ;blg to establish in the mind of any
of the individuals that;. there wasany contact had or-.cve-n‘ con-
tempiated with hil;l.

Mr. Rankin, jr. lelms ==

Mr. Dulles. Could I ask one question there.

Do you recall or do you know at what time the name of
Lee Harvey Oswald was cu‘de;l, first came to your attention _.th it
became 'a matter of record, in the Agency?

Mr. Helms. sir,"I would want to consult the record to be *
absolutely accurate but it is my impression that the ﬁ.ut t.jnc
that his name showed up on any agency records was when he \
went to the Soviet Union. :

Mr. Rankin. Mr, Helms, in connection with youxr work you

have supplied information to the Commission and we have requested

o N bk S -
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many -<nings from your agency.

Can you tell the Commission as to whether or not you have
supplied us all the information the Agency has, at least in sub-
stance in regard to lee nnrvef Oswald?

Mr, llelms. Ve have, all.

Rep. Ford. lias a menber of the Commission staff had full
access to your files on Leellarvey Oswald? .

Mr. lh]mé.. ile has, sir.

qu. Po;«.l. They have had the oPpoﬂ:un!'.ty to personally
look at the entire file?

Mr. lHelsm. WVc invited them to come out to our building
in Langley and actually put the file on the table so that they
could examine it.

The Chairman, I was personaily out there, too, and was
offered the same opportunity. I did not avail myself of it be-
cause of the time element but I was offered th_e same oppbﬂ@ity.

Mr. Rankin, MNr. lielms, can you explain, accroding to
the linmitations of security, the :euoni why we exanined materials
but did not always take them, in a general way?

Mr, Helms, Yes, I can. |

In our comnunications between individualls working overeeas
and Washington, we. for security reasons have a uthod‘ot hiding
the 1dentitie§ of individuals in telegrams and dispatches by
the use of sﬁeMwm * and cryptonyms, Fpr this reason, n

'

never allow the original documents to leave our premises,

| comn\ﬁnu



conFmkmAL . 6579

However, on the occasion wh( .he representatives of
th‘e Commission itatt looked at these files, we sat there and
identified these i:uudonyms and criptonyms and related them
to the proper names ©f the individuals concerned, so that the}
would know exactly what this message said.

Mr. Rankin. By that means the reprsentatives of the
Cocnission were able to satisfy themselves that they had all of
the information for the benefit of the mmission without dis-
closing matters that would be a threat to security, is that right?

- Mr.Helms, " It'is my understanding that they were ¢
satisfied. B . | ' -

Rep. rord. i . NoCone, do you have full a'\'lt'hor:lty
frun higher authority to make full disclosure to this Cwm:lssion
of any information in the files of the Central Int.clugcnce .
Agency? '

Hr. McCone. <That is right. It is my understanding that
it is the desire of highet. authority that this Coommission shall
have access to all information of every mature in our files or in
the mind of employees of Central Intelligence Agency.

Rep. Ford. On the basis of that authority ‘you or the
Agency have made a full disc.‘lo-u"c‘? o

Mr. McCone. That is correct. - - .

. Rankin, Mr. Helms, I have handed you Bxhibits 868
and 862 directed to you acti.ng for tha Agency, the ﬁnt one belnq
from the Commission to you and the second one, 869 boing your

- tiwmre e
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a er in regard to your full and «...plete disclosure in togird

_to your records, isn't that correct?
* Mr. llelms. - That is correct. HMay I say, Mr. Rankin, that

any information though subioquent to this correspondence which

we may obtain we will certainly continue to forward to the
Camission.

HMr. Rankin, Thank you.

Mr. Chief Justice, I ask leave to have those two Exhibits
868 and 869 received in evidence at this time.’

The Chairman. They may be admitted under those numbers.

(Cormission Lxhibits Nos. 868 and 869 were marked ‘for
identification and received in evldei:ce.) .

Mr. Rankin. !r. McCone, if I may return to you, I will now
'Ask'you if you have any credible information that you know of
or evidence causing you to believe that there is any or was any
conspiracy either domestic or foreign in connection with the
assassination of President Kennedy? -

-Mr., McCone. No, I have no informatiomn,, Mr. Rankin,
that would lead me to béli.eve or conclude that a yonspincy
oxi;ted.' . | .

a Rcé. Ford. Did the CIA make an investigation of this aspect ‘
d . of the assassination? : \ '

_ ,lr. McCone. We made an investigation of all developments

t a'.rte: the 2suuinati.on which came to our attenuén which niéht

%i o possibiy have indicated a conspiracy or an influence on Oswald

R 'conm*@u

|8 : ————




o

comﬂﬁml_ a
. ’ 6581

fro. an external source, and we determined after these investi-
gations which were made promptly and immediately that_: we had
o evi;lcnée to support such an assumption. .

".Re_p, -_‘i!ord.' Dpid the Central Intelligence Agcnc;—'l,uve
any contact with Oswald during the period of his 1ife in the
Soviet Union?

ui. McCone. No. Not. to my knowledge mor to the knowledge

of those who would have been in a position to have made such .

contact, nor according to any record we have, that we have been

able to uncover.

Rep. Ford. Did the Central Intelligence Agency have any -

personal contact with Oswald subsequent to his return to the
United States? '

Mr. McCone. No, not to my knowledge.

Nr, kankin. Mr. MNcCone, your agency made a particular in-
vestigation in connection with any allegations about e conspira-
cy involving the Soviet Union or people connected with Cuba,

did you not? .

Mr, DlcCone. Yes, We d:l.d, Ve made a thorough, a
very thorough investigation, of information that oafn to us con-
cerning an alleged trip that Oswald made to Mexico City during
which tiue he made contact with the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City
in an ittamgt to gain transit privileges from Mexico City to the
Soviet Union via Havana. .

We investigated that thoroughly.

CONFID&QM.




. Mx. Rankin. Do y:u a:—l-lfinclude in your statement that
yor “sund no evidence of conspiracy all of that investigation?
\ Hr. licCone. That is correct.

Mr. Rankin. And also the :l.nvestigatioﬁ you made of the period
that Lee liarvey Oswald was in the Soviet Union?

Mr.McCone. That is right.

HMr. Rankin., Mr., HcCone ==

Mr. Dulles, Coud. I ask one question there.

Does your answer, Hr, McCone, include a megation of any
belief that Oswald was working for or on behalf of the Soviet
Union at any time when you were in contact with him or knew
about his acivities?

tr., HcCone. We have no evidence that he was working for or
on bghalf of the Soviet Union at any time. We have no evidence
to that effect.,

?Rnp. Pord. Is the Central Intelligence Agency continuing
any investigation into this area?

Hr. McCone. No, bccau;c we have at the present time, we
have no information in our files that we have not exhaustively
investigated and disposed of to m.n: -utiltacuon. . Naturally,
any new information thit.lnight come into our hands ;vould be
investigated prompély.

'Mr. Helms, I simply wanted to add that we obviously are

interested in anything we can pick ui: applying to this case o

' and anything we get will be immediately sent to the Commission,

connw
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s$0 ““at we haven't stopped our inqu’ =8 or picking up any
information we can from people who might have some informtion.
This is on a continuing basis.

Rep. Ford. In other Mds, the case isn't closed.

Mr. uelms; It is not closed as far as we are concerned,

Hr. Rankin.. Would that bo true, Mr. Helms,. even aftgr 't.he.
Coanmission completéd its report, you would keep the ntt;r ‘opc-n :
Af there was anything knew that developed in the future that could
be properly presonted to the authorities? -

Hr. lelms. Yes, I would assume the case will never be
closed. »

¢, kr. .Renkin. Mr. licCone, do you have any ideas about
improving the security provisions for the Presideant that you would
like to relate to the Comuission?

Nr. HcCone, Well, this is in my opinion a very impoxtant

question which I am sure ‘this Commission wlll, has and will

_devote -a considerable amount of thought to it and undoubtedly

have sone recommendations as part of ites report.

Mr, Rankln; Your agency does have an mportgnt tunctidx
in -'ome aspects, . .

Mr. McCone. We have a very important function in connection
with th'e foreign travels of the President, and I vould like to
infom the Qanmission as to how we discharge that raesponsibility
by quickly ;evicwlyzg the chronology of the Central Intoliigcnoe
Agency's support ;f President Kennedy's visit to Mexico City from

| conm%:. o
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