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; / DATE: APRIL 13, 6 P.M, 'cxzqu AL
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RA  DEPTEL 1775
iSC p
‘NR _MEMBERS OF STAFF OF PRESIDENT!S COMMISSION/REVIEWED WITH

A F.EGAL ATTACHE THE EXISTING INFORMATION ON LEE HARVE
iSA OSWALD'S ACTIVITIES IN MEXICO, CALLED ON ACTING SECRETARY

i OF GOVT ECHEVERRIA, AND MADE OFF ICIAL REQUEST TO FONOFF b' ~
(THRU EMBASSY) FOR REPORT ON INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY e
703 MEXICAN AGENCIZS INTO OSWALD'S ACTIVITIES,

'RSY L
MR COLEMAN RETURNED TO U.S. APRIL 12 AND SLAWSON AND WILLENS \E
DEPARTEQ.APRIL 13, :

ECHEVERRIA, WHILE FULLY COOPERATLVE IN CONVERSATION WITH A

SSION MEMBERS, FELT THA

LSO HE DESIRED
THAT REQUEST ¥OR REPORT ON MEXICAN INVESTIGATIONS SHOULD
MADE INITIALLY TO FONOFF, HE VOLUNTEERED TO APPROACH FONSECY
PERSONALLY IN EFFORT MAKE REPORT AVAILABLE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,
EMBASSY DELIVERED THE NOTE REQUESTING REPORT APRIL 11 TO FONSECY
GOROSTIZA WHO SAID HE PERSONALLY NOT WELL ACQUAINTED WITH DETAILS

THIS MATTER BUT WOULD DISCUSS PROMPTLY WITH ECHEVERRIA, _EMBASSY 'S
NOTE INCLUDED ASSURANCES THAT GOM REPORT WILL NOT BE MADE PUBLIC NN

wnTHOUT"F"—'T‘GFrms AINING GOM APPROVAL, 755/0‘/& NoTRE RDB%,& \2
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Dear -, E?:’.::kin:

Zeference is rade to coverage by this Burea.u ot
tio pudblic appea.ranceao:z Hark Lane,

. Turing the recent Eurcpcan trip by Lane, this
‘*"eau r:ceived from the Uaited Stiates Denartment v Ltate
2 copy o< & telegram classified "Coaliceniial® add-cosed
wo:she*locretary of State from the .-inrissn Legation,
-:dspez:, :Iunga.ry, daied fprdl 7, 2584, s:szrding Lasas's
«*peara__cz at ithe Congress of the Intcrro:izzal Associctioa
=J Democrutis Lauysss 2eld in Buceuest in c:ly April, 1964,

' ORIGINAL FLED /00 - Y0 F 7 3we

*artc.. -3 Znre ossorted tiat he coy photostatic copics o2
T inFosiioacive ra ~orts which Laze was using in his a:.tempta
ot suprs"*" Lis ckar-es that the assascsin of President Z:snnecy “E
.3 8tili =t large and that the case against Lee Farvc; Oswsld £

.3 I I‘h_\-“t— - &
| GRS W GNRy  AMSE

icw of the scoious roture of the 2l ~tig . | R
:I.ewed at arrreoimniely 10 a..m.‘%ﬂ""é‘ *'r“nég?r’ . }/ S
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J < b

1234, b7 - ...1 Agents Willl-a 3, Folkner aad J‘ohn P. -
Di Mareni c‘? the New York 0ifice oi thim Buredi, At me
tine lane: vus Ceparting fron h- 8 rzcidence at 164 ¥ost v
gath Strc::, zv York City. ‘ftes 4- =9 Special Agen':
identifics :..c.:.selves. Lane .eé-—t-u TR ‘-ui&a&:redcntial
numbers,.-. ' a ¥ ;
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emorandum | 1 - Battivan i —
: , (08 1 - Branigan
o V. Co.Sullivan) paTE: 5-16-64 Rk}
_ | © Trones
mom : D, Jo h@@ 1 - Liaison ieimes— ——
-/“‘ g 1 = Bartlety/ ¥ i——70—
) e, e
. $umjecT: LEE HARVEY OSWALD 10 &
' I8 - R - CUBA '
] -
: ' On 5-15-64 Mr. J..W. Scott, Deputy Director, Bureau of

Intelligence and Research, Department of State, advised Liaison
Agent Bartlett that Chief Justice Warren has made a request of
Secretary Rusk in connection with the Oswald case, Mr, Warren
requested that an attempt be made to have the Cubans furnish
information and documents in their possession concerning Oswald's
visit to the Cuban coigylato in Mexico City during the Fall of
1963. - ., /"" / - ‘ '
Jally B R SR Net (/350 5, 2 wdld .
Mr, Scott advised that it would be necessary to go
through the Swiss to contact the Cubans; therefore, State is
) sending a communication to the U, 8. Ambassador in Bern asking
that the Swiss be contacted in connection with Mr, Warren's .
request to determine if the Swiss are willing to contact the /
Cubans in an attempt to secure the requested information and -
documents, Mr. Scott said this communication will be sent out
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

SUBJECT:

1. Reference is made to your letter, dated 13 April 1964,
captioned '"Lc¢e¢ Harvey OSWALD, Internal Security - Russia -
Cuba', and tc the attachment which contained statements made
by one, Eugene J, HOBBS, HMC, USN. Your letter requestec
, certain information regarding subject’s Marine assignment at the
1 Naval Air Station, Atsugi, Japan, in 1957 and 1958, The remarks
furnished beiow are addressed to the contents of your letter and
to the stateraents in the attachment, ‘

2. The Atsugi Naval Air Station is located approximately
- 35 miles south and west of Tokyo, Japan., At the time in question,
Atsugi was a "closed" base in the sense that American and in-
digenous personnel entering the Station were required to possess

b (SOUSC HI3) o
Ut\, 4 ;’J,‘ . ! -
1 3 / F ~ " .~

N
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY .

WASHINGTON 28, D.C.

Director Qy
Federal Bureau of Investigation ./) ;
Lee Harvey OSWALD's Access to ‘

Classified Information About the U=2

S

-t S PG

mrvereyrr T

official identification cards., Within the Station, the flight line

areas were restricted, as is the case of all such Stations, and
certain hangar areas were further restricted for the performance

of classified functions,

3. The Joint Technical Advisory Group (JTAG) occupied
an area within the Station, consisting of 20 to 25 individual
residences, two dormitories, an office area, a power plant,
several Butler~type warehouses, and a club building used for
recreation and a bachelor officers? mess, The JTAG area was

not closed, but it was loq a'gpag,.%g rds from the main,

- 52nd LR oftr) .
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Station area and there was no occasion for the regularly assigned
Station personnel to visit the JTAG area. The club was open only
to JTAG personnel and their guests, Two of the living quarters
were occupied by the Navy commanding officer and his deputy
because the quarters at JTAG were of better quality than the
housing accommodations provided at the Station.

4. JTAG air activities were conducted from a clas sified
hangar area at one end of the flight line. OSWALD did not have
access to this area. Prior to the time in question, JTAG had
been publicized by Radio Peking as being a headquarters for
American intelligence activity. For this reason, and because
JTAG was obviously not a part of the Naval Air Station compiement,
there were rumors and gossip regarding the unit and its activities.
This condition was regarded as normal under such circumstances.
Being there at that time, OSWALD could have heard such gossip;
however, thcre is no information to indicate, nor is there reason
to believe, that he obtained factual knowledge regarding JTAG and
its mission. (For your information, an incident involving the
landing ¢f a U-2 in a rice paddy in Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan,
was reported in the press and aroused some public interest. That
incident, however, occurred in'December 1959, which was some
time after OSWALD had left Japan).

5. There were no Navy personnel assigned to JTAG.
Moreovzar JT:G did not participate in, or transfer any of, its
activities to a Station in Bangkok. Regarding the statement by
HOBBS that a Navy Commander was recruiting Navy Personnel -
for an assignment in Bangkok, it is noted that the Navy at that
time wa: -onducting certain air reconnaissance activity from.
Atsugi L.ing other types of aircraft.

6. The following should be considered with respect to
your source's assertions that OSWALD's squadron was in Cubi
Point, Philippine Islands in January 1958 where it kept its gear
in what the source now knows to have been a hangar for a U-2
airplane; and that the squadron was back in Atsugi, Japan in
May 1958. The term ''U-2'" was not known publicly and did not
3ain world-wide notoriety until the ill-fated Powers mission some
two years later. Therefore, it is highly unlikely that the term
ng-2" would have meant ar.ything to OSWALD, even if he had heard
it and had been 2tle to identify the term with any aircraft at Cubi
Point, at Atsugi or anywnere else. ’

L3 e
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7. To summarize: There is no evidence or indication that
OSWALD had any association with, or access to, the JTAG
operation or its program in Japan. This applies also to information
regarding the U-2 or its mission. Even if OSWALD had seen a
U-2 aircraft at Atsugi or elsewhere, this fact would not have been
considered unusual nor have constituted a breach of security.
Limited public exposure of the craft itself == but not of its nomen=
clature or mission -- was accepted as a necessary risk. It is
most unlikely that OSWALD had the necessary prerequisites to
differentiate between the U=2 and other aircraft engaged in
classified missions which were similarly visible at Atsugi at the
same time.

8. A copy of this memorandum is being forwarded to
the President's Commission on the Assassination of President
Kennedy.

Richard Helms
Deputy Director for Plans

CSCI - 3/781, 351

CC-President's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy
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ALL IEFCATIOH CORTAINED June 29, 3364
KEREN i3 LiiCLASS! BY COURFER BERVICE

r1ED '
DATPE.%BYME* 1 - Sullivan
W STk, /")"f}‘ p71C 1 - Malley

Honaraslo J. Lee -
Geongnpl Counsel _ Fﬂ’ / :11 = g‘;:gtg“ z &
The gdent's Comnmission 2z
20 ligrylond Avanug, Ne B "y °
Wa:licgton, D C. =
T 5
Dear Mr, Rankiat . . | gz O
o

There are enclog:d v copies ol &
State, Office o2 Security, ropct 4n the Lee Harvey Ocwalw
crns2 dated June 9, 1964, av Caracas, Venczuols, dea%ing in

part with reinterviov¥ of ¥:r. and ¥rs. Juan M, De Cubg. : e

faredo, Texas, on October

e 3, 1902, The De Cubas wore.
reinterviewed at our requ’ - ‘ S s

The encloged ro 1 39 mal:on veference to ‘the

Huracciole gisters, foruc. 1, vl CaracttS, Venczuela, who &reé

gaiad to presently regide is uezico City, Besico.
: In light of yocont davelo ments which have i
establiched that Oswald coporied fron Nuevo Loredo, Mexico,
on October 3 1963, by Transportcs dol Xorte bus and as the
furacciole sisters departed fron Fuevo Laredo, Mexico, OB
October 3, 1963, by air en yroute to Caracas, Venezuels, WO
do not intend to conduct further inquiry to jocate and .

uteﬂie' then. -
o | 'smcerély yours.' '

J; Edgar Hoover
o oqmayg 2 936
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Honorable J. Lee Bankin

. o

NOTE:

Stateé Department report establishes that the De Cubas
were on the Del Norte bus, It previously stated they traveled
by Red Arrow bus. The report is essentially negative, however,
both De Cubas recall young American, whose description they
furnished fits Oswald, being taken off the bus by EKexican
irmmigration inspector at Ruevo laredo which we kncw occurred
in the case of Oswald, Not necessary no¥ to interview the
Muraccioles for reason stated herein, :
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

M d 1 :- Belmont - " Comper ———

| . Memoranaum .a*;, R

. TO : W. C. Sullivan DATE: Jg&y 6, 1964 “?ééé%%?

'_ . _ _.:_s‘ e,d(bby ’yM ('«,- Ma1145 Tavel e
: 1 - Branigel/p,

FROM : W, A. pranigan .
'3\ Declassify on: oADR 1 - Edw

SUBJECT: LEE HARVEY OSWALD - - SRR ¥ )
INTERNALSECUBITY-RI‘J%-C
éu”“ﬁgﬁ; ; Rt/ % ;J%?'
By lett ated 6/30/64, the President's Commission requeste

that the Bureau clarify certain data regarding a photograph that vg:
um

shown to Mrs, Marguerite Oswald by Special Agent (SA) Bardwell D,
of the Dallas Office on 11/23/63. The Commission indicated that there

\ appeared to be some confusion in its records concerning the exact
picture shown to Mrs, Oswald anduﬁhe Director has inquired 1f we are

responsible for this confusion,

Cles

\BACKGROUND: Ex Trom GUSS ory.

4 Date of Declassificatienin ??
‘On the night of 11/23/63 SA Odum exhibited to Mrs, Marguerite

Oswald a photograph of an unidentified jndividual which was obtained

from C Intelligence Agenc CIA)
was un e Lo 11

° e .
oclate O Harvey Oswald, but later claime.

t u as

the individual depicted in the photograph was Jack L. Ruby. The pict:
shown Mrs, Oswald was definitely not Jack L. Ruby nor has the individu:
depicted therein been identified by the CIA. ﬂg &g

. On 2/11/64 we furnished the Commission a copy of the photo-

graph shown Mrs, Oswald by SA Odum and at_the re ed

out the background.data in the photograph

allas, when displaying the photograph to Se

on 11/23/63, al t CIA's request, deleted-identifying detail in the

 background of the picture. Bowever, they cut the picture in a slightly

l»difterent fashion from the way the picture w en the first copy. '
was furnished to the Commission on 2/11/64“r99\‘ m

By letter dated 6/9/64, we furnished the Commission a copy of

the exact photograph, same gize and same cutaway, that was shown
Mrs, guerite Oswald by SA Odum on 11/23/63, Attached are coples of
the photographs which we furnished to the Commission showing the slight

difference in the cropping of the backgroundVpw ) et th
. ., Yy L A 14 befoye
. ~~A"DED . Ik

alc
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: Memorandum W, A, Branigan to W.i!. Sullivan
. Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD
105-82555

|

\ There should be no problem or confusion in the Commisgsion's

S

records concerning these photographs which they have in their
possession, -Inspector James R, Malley contacted Mr, Rankin on 7/2/64
in an effort to arrange a conference to find out what the Commission's
problem is in connection with these pictures, Mr, Rankin indicated he
would call Mr, Malley back on 7/2/64 if he could arrange a conference
with the staff members of the Commission who have raised the questionm,
N Mr, Rankin was unable to arrange such a conference on 7/2/64,

— Inspector Malley again contacted Mr, Rankin at 10:30 a.m, on 7/6/64 in
' an effort to arrange the necessary conference and Mr, Rankin indicated

_,;f he would immediately advise Mr, Malley when a conference can be
~{1*( arranged. ()
* ) ACTION:
ST This matter is being very closely followed and the Director

- will be advised of the outcome of the conference., )
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT : . ‘() “
1 - Belmont

. 1 - Rosen
_ Memorandum - Rosen
© To W. C. Sullivan ‘m: July 7, 1964 %
Y opqude Y o e ey

1 o W, A, B%.&@ Cassified by :o/ml—ﬁl - Branigan
] s nec\ad" on: 1 -~ Edwards -
stz ' 1 - Lenihan
=% [~ SUBJECT: LEE HARVEY OSWALD - .
A INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA - CUBA g
ot | 2¢/FE] =5 %cm.ﬂw/
Ao Re:ferénce is madé % ' A.’gmigan to W, C.

Sullivan.dated 7/6/64 advising that we were arranging a conference

with th dent's Commission to ascertain what the Commission's
problen n C photograph of the unidentified

L3 individual taken by Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in Mexico City. )(
} Svecial Agent (SA) Bardwell D, Odum of the Dallas Office. {ff

& On 7/7/64 Supervisor Robert E, Lenihan of the Domestic
L $$ihtelligence Division, to whom the Oswald case is assigned, met
v & 1th Lr. J. Lee Rankin and with Commission staff members W. “J.

. p> [8Licbeler and Howard P, Willens, in this matter. SA Lenihan carefully
(sovcVea escribed for the Commission the circumstances surrounding the Bureau's
._p*{‘_ 1.3 cquisition of the photograph in question from the CIA and our investi-
eif ; ative activity in displaying the photograph to Mrs. Marguerite Oswald,
IR¥A Lenihan also explained for the Commission the fact that the original
by SA Odum to Mrs, Oswald was cropped by

Such photograph was exhibited to Marguerite Oswald 11/23/63 1:}

b ok
)

= P the photograph displayed
4 ElEhe Dallas Qffice at the rac
f‘- AT oung dg -

: [ )€)SA Lenihan
150 explalned the clrcumstances surrounding the cropping” 61 the
Photograph by Inspector James R, Malley when such photograph was
JMrurnished to the Commission by Mr, Malley on 2/11/64, Mr, Lenihan
¥@tointed out to the Commission members that the latter :photograph was
g irgently dispatched to the Commission on 2/11/64 upon oral request -
@:ron Mr, Liebeler and that the Bureau did not purport such photograph
to be the exact photograph that was displayed to Mrs. Oswald by

1 Mr, Liebeler readily acknowledged that he was aware that
the photograph of the unidentified individual furnished him by

Mr, Malley was not the original photograph displayed to Mrs, Oswald"
by SA Odum, Mr, Liebeler also added that he is convinced in his own
nind that no matter what photograph had been exhibited to Marguerite
Oswald by the FBI on 11/23/63, lMrs, Oswald very likely would have

. claimed such photograph was of J Ruby, 10T 5 7 O
"apl was ol - g /j A7
105-82555 3-1 ga} 4 , <£"
7
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Re:-- LEE HARVEY OSWALD
105-82555

Memorandum W, A, Branigan to W, C, Sullivan I S, I E

Mr. Rankin then carefully examined the original photograph
displayed to Mrs, Oswald by SA Odum, which Supervisor Lenihan had in
his possession, and the copy of the photograph which was furnished
to the Commission 2/11/64 by Inspector Malley. Mr, Rankin stated
that any reasonable man would immediately declare that the individual
depicted in the two photographs was one and the same, |)

Mr, Rankin then requested that, in order to make the
Commission's records complete in this matter, the FBI furnish the
Comnission affidavits executed by Inspector Malley and SA Odum
wherein each would clearly describe his cropping of the photograph
involved and why such photograph was cropped as it was by each, \V

Mr, Rankin added that it will not be necessary for the
Bureau to contact our Legal Attache, Mexico City, to obtain details
regarding the FBXsacquisition of the original photograph from the
CIA, Mr, Rankin stated the Commission would contact CIA directly
in is matter since it also desired to obtain additionaldata from

ACTION:

Affidavits are being prepared by Inspector Malley and
SA Odum in this matter and will be promptly furnished to the
Commission upon receipt,\) W
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

| '; : Memomna’uz/ g ﬂ-

*  rmona voh "o, 10 L ( . 010-100 ’ ( !

TO : Mr. W. C. Sullivan ATE: 9/4/64

) P4
Hrsgﬂ,__. Mr. D. J. Brennan, Jy‘&)/’a\/ 7

- SUBJECT: LEE HARVEY OSWALD
IS - RUSSIA -~ CUBA

{ Through liaison channels, CIA has furnished the Bureau -
< |copies of Oswald's application for & Cuban visa which was made Lf }
V

4
SRS @!l\lfs% Jﬁ‘f} subject visited Mexico City prior to the assassinatioz

P LAY *cm, advised: the Liaison Agent on 9/3/64, that-
)some weeks ago Fresident's Commigsion had asked the State Depart-

ment to explore the possibilities of obt'a'i'h:lng from the Cuban Govern-
ment any available material concerning Oswald'’s contacts with the
Cuban Consulate in Mexico City. The State Department acted on thisg
request through the Swiss Government. On 8/28/64, the Swiss Governe
ment made available to the State Department copies of (A) Oswald's

agglication for a Cuban visa dated 9/27 (63, and “3) aletter dated
10/1 » irom_the Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affa.rs to the Cuban
Consulate, Mexico City, making reference to Oswald's application. ,
These_documents were transmitted via State Department to the
Commission. On 9/2/64_ theé Jommission furnished copizs to CIA 32&
‘requested that cgrtamgxaminations be conducted. J
9/3/64, CIA informed t 88 that copies of the documents
were being made available to the Bureau. In addition to furnishing
us copies of (A) and (B) described above, CIA also furnished copies.

of translations of these documents, which translations were made by
State Departuent; this material is enclosed.

V D) ™ ~r ™=

/AN C -

sPrs Y TRY

With regard to the visa application, the document contains
routine background data and is signed "Lee H. Oswald.”" Also in- :
cluded on this same document are typewritten comments presumably
made by the Cuban Consulate em loyee handling the visa application.
These comments iqg}ndg_jhg,xpliowinzmsignir;paqt_§§g§em§g§s: "The i
applicant siates that he is a member of the American Communist
Party and Secretary in New Orleans of the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee . . . . He displayed documents in proof of his membership
in tle two aforementioned organizations and a marria ficate."

rzau File 305-82585: . - - S Clonat ot ™

AP T Tovermans
* Tl e W L

L AR S

AP Y oy genep

- 2\
znclo [T MO

' Vi .
B 1nong K e e Y g€
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1l "

Mr. Sullivan LA e
1M kr. Malley | sk UK
i o 1 = Mr., Branigan ol :--_’jfc} c;/(&'},...... C‘tw‘ \
1 = Mr, Stokes . v, L -
‘1 = Liaison NOT RECORDED . .
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y Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD
IS - RUSSIA - CUBA

” ‘
Memo Mr. Brennan to Mr. Su.livan SN iy

Also included on this document was a handwritten notation
Room 18 46-50-61."

e previously were orme
that Duran was e employee with whom Oswald had
made contact when he called at the Consulate. For your information,
no evidence .was ever developed indicating that Oswald had been a
member of the,Communist Party, USA (CPUSA). We do have evidence
‘that he manifested pro-communist views and we further know that he
had corresponded with the Communist Party. With regard to the

Fair Play for Cuba Committee, we do khow that he was a self-pro-
claimed member of that organization and had documents in his
possession which associated him with this particular group. If

the comments on the application are legitimate, it is suggested
that Oswald may have displayed copies of correspondence with_the
CPUSA and with the Filx Play for Cuba Committee and in this way
convinced the Cuban Consulate that he was affiliated with both
organizations. T

No requests have been made of the Bureau to conduct any
investigation or examination. We have transmitted copies of the
State Departmeat translations to our Dallas Office.

ACTION: A

For information.

e
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~~cified "Coni*

2d facts concerni

State Boparitnent
7= with Nsunzon

5 ¢ I Phid ¢V 2 3 : >
her tl. t Valtcr Xcunson of Ca.mdg,n, New Jcrsey, offcred to be of
ennizstance to Ilarina and invited her to live at kis hoxme, Palne
vote that Neuxnson told her Maxrina had met his con, Zdvard.

Tris er-corgs cignificant as Edward has never been out of tle
Savict wanion od we do rot know how leunson would krow of

bic mzats meeting with Marina, This is protaobly a figment

Of kig imazinstion, Dzllas has been instructed to reinterview
o~ d

are in, vwe will decide whether or not to coatact Reunson

ine and In»ina conceraing Neunson and when recults of i oervls
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OUTGOING TElEGRAM Department of State .
INDICATE: [ couscy
Ocuarct 10 ~ ° , NrJ
46-48 - -
| owe  ACTION: CIRCULAR 505 )
GIA ALL AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC FOSTS, Exeept LUXEMBOURG See 19 g 2afii'd
88, JOINT GTATE-USIA -
L FOR PRINCIPAL OFFICERS AKD BAO's.
H ' L ,
AF o o |
ARA smdetogirpouchtoad&essgesmsentatianandm
ggR copies one-volume Cormzission Report which extzemely sonsitive prior
gEA formal release by White House. Copizs will be seperately packaged, lebeled
NSC “EYES ORLY PRINCIPAL OFFICER", registered s=ad individuslly pouched. Bssential
INR
CIA. that each Principal Officer be recponsibls persomlly for intaf_u-ity of
gSA peckage containing copies from receipt until formal release. Despaten from
C% Uumwum@wiedpmmhbeingtmdsomc@iesunreuh
TRSY addressees earlier than two days prior to Washington releaee, Sorse addre;s?‘c%.
' necessarily will receive copies following formsl release. . @/

You vill receive specific motice of releusc tims and ident: Lﬁ;ins
Report chould be selectively presenmted to editors, jurists, Govermment
officials, other opinion-leaders at post discretion immedistely after repeat
‘after forval relesse time. N"’/OQ()?& -SH UR
USTA preparing in sddition: newsreel elips; pewspix, illuctre 20
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orrmu comnent, domestic and foreign editorial ccements, columns and
m congk!rba.ries. Also possibly lster 30 minutes TV documentary, and l6éom £ilm for
direct projection. Ma.xinnm post effort needed to assure foreign recognition

tha&; truth concerning assassination f'ully set forth in Commission's findings.

ADANA FRANKFURT
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b 7‘/ FBI 1 = Papich
Monornhle J, Ino Rankin 1 = Lenihan

Gogernl Comnneld

TheFreglilent'n Commisedion .
200 Maryland Avomme, N, R,
Washington, D, O,

Denr Mr, Ranking

FPursnant to the eonverantion of ﬂ'ﬂn Jana Vida Lo
of yuour stnff with Rpﬂuinl Agtont Roheort ®, Tonthan of thiw, 5

' .

Murean on Reptembny 22, 1004, throvae wore neldvored to the o :
Commimaion on Boptember 22, 1nn4, the following dntng 9 8 I >
| o

(1) 1Tve copien of amonded paga anven of the
repnrt of £pecinl Anent Jamon J, O'Copnox datad April 21, &
1004, nt Wiemd, Floxddn, ontitled "Fan lintvey Oamndd, Akey, 3
I0 =« Runnin = Cubn," Theno amonded pagoea atve to rﬂplavc
the two coplom of prrea raven and eight of thae repork of
Apocial Ar-nt O'Connor dnted April 21, 1984, which iwn in
the pommraninn of the Copminmion,

(2) Twn coplem of amonded pnre ona of thn

cport ot fipecinl Agont Jomem J, O'Connor dated Apral 23,
004, which deleten the olpanificntion "Aecynt, Growp 1,
"ealundod from automatic downprading and dnnlnnnixinntinu "
rhich eppears on page ona of tho eoplen of Apncial Aront
'Connor'es report presently fn poamcnsion of tha Commimmton,

A4S0 7.

With the inacrtion of tha amrndad papen,
fpenial Apant 0'Connoxr'm repnart hecomena nnolanaified,

1 Thim will confirm delivary of the aforementioned.
data to tho Cotmimnion on Septemhexr 922, 1964, .,~‘<<;///
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MMonorahle J, Tee Rankin

NOTE:

L R ]

Inatant repor
tinta claraifie

t of 8perial Agan

-21- 1ss Vida,
n membheor of the Uomminslon, contacted Inspector Mnlley

to nacertain 1f B ent 0'Connnr'sg report could he
declanaifind,

Thin merditicatio CiRand w trng Vi .
Commingrtion by fupervimor Lenihen 0-27-G4 nnd mhe nrcrrtained
from approprinte superiors such mndification antinfactory,
he requeated that amanded ppeeg he immrdintely furnighed
Comminaion an the report conld he ment to printera nftarnnon

of P-22-04, DPoaired amended page’ wore furnighed tha Commliansion
9-22-64 nnd thin lotter confirms such delivery. Copy of nmended
parcs one and seven attached along with copy of the %i\ inanl

report of Specinl Agent O'Connor dated April 21, 196 (F¢
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12:30 p.m,
_/MOM:  Dublin 30 p.m

ACTION Secstate 96 PRIORITY

DATE: September 21, 4 p.m.

Reference: DEPCIRTEL 505

In view unique identification wit te President Kennedy,

Irish will be intensely interested Warren Commission Report.

While not normally beneficiary USIA support, post urges

in this instance that all material prepared for press and

TV be expeditiously and abundantly provided, including at

least 35 copies basic report. °
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s AT Y NS 1 - Belmont Cattone '
7}, THEOT TN AONTATNID T Callahon ————
Memorandu@sz:; 15 1mes 3ETPIE) SXCERET M°"’-“S et
: ; NOEOD SUOGN OINENISE. v E E i
TO : W. C, Su#])fydn DATE: 9-22-64 /1R -
ave z . i
e ‘/’]o—% - DeI.DaCh ;m"l" _____."f H
FROM : W. A, %;h’:l,gan Classifiod by 0 - Callahan Holnes — —\Q
s Declassify on: OA ?¢ 1 - Sullivan Gandy
Af&& 2.‘1‘,2&,‘"1 - Rosen 1 - Liaison ‘
SUBJECT: LEE HARVEY OSWALD 1 - Mdalley 1 - Stokes N\
- INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA - CUBA ) / :
X . (.) it [ fﬂ}A y! :
' ' Tidaps e, L oys g etV 7 ‘}” »
This discusses Commission request on 9-22-64 tixat we /

4

‘ declassify a "“Secret" 18l-page summary memorandum dated 5-18-64

prepared in this case by our Legal Attache, Mexico City, and proposes ’

because of possible international repercussions that we take this 3
matter up with the Department of State. ;

At 1:05 p.m., 9-22-64, Mr. Malley received request from the -
office of W. David Slawson, staff member of the Preside~:'s Commission, .’

that we declassify our 18l-page summary memorandum prepzred in this Al
case 5-18-64 by our Legal Attache, Mexico City. This memorandum which = .
contains an elaborate Table of Contents and Index sumnarizes all of N

our investigation in Mexico through early May,

1964, Ir :reparing
he summarx Legal Attache classified i "Sec '

rotect Q 3

‘\”.

sensitive sccurity .

and, in a on, to protect highly
ntormants who provided some of th ta in the document. Some of '
these informants arw
All of the sources who provided inlorma ion as set for n bl

are protected therein by 31 informant symbols.

Enclosure ? ) B | b
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Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan R
Re: LEE HARVEY OSWALD Yo
105-825355

connection, when Mr., Slawson of the Commissi
staff members were

ordingly, the Commission members d

emees ST

OBSERVATIONS : SIATE

The action of the Commission at this time in requesting
the Bureau to declassify its summary of inve

in serious
1s _country and Mexico, T

RECOMMENDATION: o -bérﬁé

In view of the possible con it is d
t atter of the d&hssificationwcf_
wbe taken up with the Department of State. ached for
approva

8 a letter to State enclosing a copy of the summary in

55% ﬂf @g S

* This is the reason we should consult State Dept

question,

i & the decision is up to State. Suggest £47“,Qﬁgg;,f
Supervisor Bartlett deliver to State & get &n , thaﬂa
immediate answer, S v S
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(,* N S ET This docmm‘(‘ ,znsists of L pages.
- Number [~d2..9  _copies, Series— e
DEPARTMENT OF STATE pies, Seri ' ’

THE DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH
) WASHINGTON

. .
X

i e

% b 7C/F6 / September 29, 1964 ot

A s -84 Mllr‘* 3
"A i

VEMORANDUM FOR: The Homorable. y \
Jonn Edgar Hoover, Director K ,i" ,,/ Q:

R R

Federal Buresu of Investisation, M}M
U. S. Depmmnt o® .ustice.

\
3
i
?
i
'
i
.

SUBJECT . LEE HARVEY OSWALD
mrmm.smm-mssn-cum

e

I refer to your memorandum on the above subject dated _
qgcember 23 and bearing the file number (8) 105-82555s The {
~President's Comzission on _the Assassination of President Ken-edy s

asked that you declassify & memorandum of May 18, 1964, prepared
by your Legal Attache in Mexico City on the Oswald case, to
enable its inclusion in that portion of the Comnission's report
which will be released to the public. The Depertrent's posivion
on the desirability of your acceding to this requect was tele~-
phoned on September 26 by H. Bartlett Wells of INR/DDC to Mr.
John F. Wacks, who vas then acting as duty officer for the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. This memorandum will serve 1o

confirm that conversation.

Mr. Wells said that the State Départment considered that
declassification of the May 18 report, in the menner axd for the
purposes described, would not be likely to cause subsequent harm-
ful repercussions between the Goveruments of the United States and

Mex{ico.

Thus if the Federal Bureau of Investigation sees it to

eccede to the Commission's request of September 22, 196k, the

Department of State will have no objection. A ! 0(/0(/0
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zecpo..lovak Press 'Comm=nts

on Warre.n Comuﬁ.ssion Repo“f*tﬁw N
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T CRTLT — Czechoslcvak press covera,_,e of the Wa.rren “Commission Report hes been '
% gf - uoderate ko heawy. The general trend is critical disbellef with fanyy
S : -= +vo Commiscion's findings. ~Why, asked Rude Pravo (Sectember 2% and 29)
Fai ware Sen monins required for issuance of the report wnen the invesiigations
4 and the interrozations were comaieted and all was clea.r -by the bezinning
Q _of this yeaor. It asserted thatl ihe testimony of witnesses was full of
I [0 ‘:.radiction and that the Commizsion chose 16 publish only those por-
o tlons of the_ L.es'cino*ur favorable to its conclusions.
e ' s Rude Pravo also querieu +ne report's conclusions rezarding ine
T\

russer of snots fired, the irection(s) from vinich fired, and the guilt -\
of Osweld, It stated that the Cormission's proof" that Oswald was o(
ectuzlly in ine room from vinlen the fatal shots were ‘supposedly fired =
would not be upaeld- belore any

court in the world; that the. Com.ission
_offered no word as to Oswald's wotivation;

and that the report .,ained
“no indication nat he hated Keanedy or disazreed with- his politics. R

rewspaper eznpn.asized that Oswald confessed nothing despite a tu ;elve- | #
nour interrogetion; that the interrogation by Captain Fritz of ihe Dallés“
Police Force i:as not recorded; and that members of the FBI and Sec:'et'@ '

Service were p:-esen.. on];r intermi tent]y durins the intemgation.

W4k ;_,f‘, _,x-g,,‘“ e

; 40 draw his gun, since thes contentic

Bude Pravo ‘also sta.ted "t..‘e.t *Ehere wa.s no. satisfactory ‘explanati
_of.,;«w Officer fcer Tibbits stopped ‘Oswald on the street, or why he tri

on that the description broaaccst‘,._ 3
s radio matched Oswald more than any other person in Dellas

5. " 'L'ha paper concluded that the " report. 1s msufricieut‘%o’
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INITIAL WORLD PRESS REACTION TO THE

WARREN COMMISSION'S REPORT

SUMMARY

The Report of the President's Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy received heavy and prominent news coverage in most
countries. U.S. and foreign wire~service accounts were widely played and
many papers ran extensive selections of the text.

Editorial comment on the Report has been extensive in Western
Europe and in most of the Near East and South Asia. In Latin America,
it has been moderate to heavy. In the Far East, comment has been
light, and in Africa, sparse. As full texts of the Report circulate, as
reactions are cross-played as news and as the Report continues to
generate U.S. actions and discussion, foreign editorial attention continues.

Responses to the Commission's findings varied widely in the non-
communist press. That Oswald acted alone was singled out by most news
coverage and commentary as the Report's chief conclusion, but editors
showed a wide range of difference in accepting or re jecting it.

In most countries of Western Europe, --notably Britain, Germany
and the Scandinavian countries-=most of the press endorsed the findings
of the Commission and gave high praise to the thoroughness, integrity
and objectivity of its members. In France especially, and to a slightly
lesser extent in Belgium and Austria, critical questioning of the Report-~
ranging from skepticism to flat disbelief--outweighed favorable comment.

In Latin America, while the integrity of the Commission's
members was rarely doubted and the painstaking thoroughness of the
investigation was generally praised, reactions range from acceptance
to rejection, with many uncertain that the report will satisfy the dubious.
A prevalent theme was that "in the final analysis, history will have to
give the definitive version of what happened in Dallas."

In the Near East and South Asia, only the Indian press largely
accepted the view that Oswald and Ruby had acted alone. Belief in the
‘existence of a conspiracy, however, continued to command widespread

support in the Arab press and in Pakistan. Aegean-area papers generally
accepted the Report as above suspicion, but expressions of doubt persisted.
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In the Far East, comment runs the gamut from complete acceptance
to an outright attack on the validity of the report. Commonwealth countries
in the area call the report thorough and convincing, and hold that it should
dispel existing allegations and doubts. In the Philippines and Japan,
commendation of the Commission's work is coupled with doubt that it will
put an end to questions about possible conspiracy and motivations, and
some see popular legends emerging that are impervious to fact.

The available limited African comment has tended to accept the
finding that Oswald was solely guilty, although Ghanaian media have been
highly critical. In a number of African countries, broad news coverage
gave prominence to foreign wire-service accounts reporting qualified
acceptance or skeptical criticism elsewhere.

In other areas as well, cross-reporting of unfavorable comment
has been frequent, citing especially the critical statements of Bertrand
Russell, Thomas Buchanan and Mark Lane.

The Commission's criticisms of measures taken to protect the
President were widely noted and discussed.

Some comment held that the Report did much to clear American
society of charges of widespread lawlessness and violence, contending
that the Commission's work not only showed the "advantages of democracy
in the search for truth' but had also '"'destroyed the legend of an Evil!
America." Other comment saw the tragedy in Dallas as reflecting an
atmosphere of violence, political extremism and racial conflict: "When
all the Commission's recommendations are adopted there will still
remain the problem of too much extremism and too many gunsc. .

A recurrent note in discussion of the Report was the expression
of renewed sadness and regret for the loss of a man who had won world~
wide admiration and respect. '

(Accounts of area treatment and reaction,
with a section summarizing Soviet Union
and Eastern European propaganda treat-
ment of the Report, follow.)
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WESTERN EUROPE

The Warren Commission report was the top story in

all West European papers. Its publication was greeted
with banner headlines and a number of important papers
devoted several pages on successive days to publishing
its conclusions. Many papers supplemented their own
initial views by quoting extensively the opinions of other
European and American papers.

The communist and fellow-traveling press bluntly con-
demned the Report as a whitewash. Other European
papers followed country rather than party lines in their
assessment of it. In the majority of countries, the press
welcomed the Report and endorsed its findings. This was
not the case, however, in France, Belgium and Austria,
where critical questioning outweighed favorable comment.

Many papers pointed to the high integrity of the Commissinn
members and the painstaking thoroughness of their work to
support their own endorsement of the Report. There is
little evidence, however, that the Commission's findings
have forced any real change of view among those papers
where conspiracy theories initially found fertile ground.
Both supporters and skeptics pointed to the difficulty for
Europeans_to accept the idea that the Kennedy assassination
was committed by one deranged individual eager to make his
mark in history.

The publication of the Report also led to new questions, par-
ticularly among those critical of its findings. Texas Governor
Connally's disagreement with the Commission was widely
noted. Some papers alleged that Robert Kennedy did not
agree with the report and used this to buttress their own
doubts. Others gave sensational coverage to what they

called President Kennedy's premonition of assassination.

Many papers focused secondarily on the Commission's crit-
icism of those charged with protecting the President and on

"~ the alleged unbelievable ineptiness®of the Dallaspolice.’
Virtually all welcomed the Commission's recommendations
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for the improvement of presidential security meas-
ures. A few papers held that the Report served to
vindicate American society, but for a good number

of others it was an additional reminder of the tendency
to violence and extremism which they believe per-
meates the U.S.

Endorsement

In the majority of Western European countries, the press with a
few significant exceptions endorsed the findings of the Warren Commission
and gave high praise to the integrity and thoroughness of its members.
Many felt that the Commission had more than adequately considered all
possibilities and that its conclusions that Oswald and Ruby had each
acted alone would be the definitive version of the Dallas tragedy.

In Britain, the influential London Times described the report as
"thorough, painstaking, voluminous, frank and, above all else, scrupu-
lously careful in its analysis and conclusions." The liberal Manchester
Guardian believed that "only the most skeptical will continue to harbor
doubts about the assassination in the face of this massive report. The
event remains a ghastly tragedy, but no longer a mystery." These senti-
ments were widely echoed in other countries of Western Europe. Hamburg's
influential Die Welt wrote: "There was no conspiracy, no plot of American
extremists, no plan or participation of foreign powers ... At the same time,
American society has been acquitted of the charge of being a playground of
sinister underground forces. The integrity of the persons, both Democrats
and Republicans, who tried to find the truth during these long months speaks
for itself,''

In the Scandinavian countries the majority of papers agreed that the
conclusions of the report constituted the final answer to the riddle of
Dallas. In Oslo, Norway's largest paper, the Aftenposten, spoke for
much of Scandinavian press opinion in calling the report "convincing'' and
in concluding that it "'will go down in history as the truth about the dramatic
happenings in Dallas." In Italy, center and right-wing papers cited the
work's independence and objectivity and stressed the Commission's find-
ing that the assassination was a one-man job. Italy's Socialist Avanti was,
however, more cautious, contending that the ''presence of a third man
“cannot be'c’It‘e‘g‘ﬁﬁtatlyvxdude&:"*—The—Spﬂiahmpress generally accepted
the accuracy of the Commission's findings and held that the report cleared
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up most of the questions which had arisen., In Spain and Italy, however,
there are indications that the general public remains more skeptical than
the press comment would indicate,

There were only a few papers which openly admitted to changing their
view as a result of the report. The most notable of these was the influ-
ential Neue Zuercher Zeitung, which now revised its initial comment that
"until proof to the contrary is provided nobody can suppose that the murder
of Oswald does not point to the existence of a widespread conspiracy."
After publication of the Report the paper concluded that ''there can be no
doubt that proof to the contrary has (now) been provided."

Critical Questioning

Not all papers, however, endorsed the Commission's findings. Even
in those countries where the Report found greatest favor some criticism
was heard. Leeds! conservative Yorkshire Post found it curious that
'"very little attention seems to have been paid by the Commission to the
possibility that Oswald was inspired by communism, not of the Russian
but of the Chinese variety." The paper reasoned that Oswald's discontent
and failure as a human being made him ideal material for Chinese utiliza-
tion. In West Germany, the independent Muenchner Merkur held that the
Commission ""was unable to furnish conclusive evidence.' It concluded
that "for Washington, which hoped that the Commission would disperse all
the clouds that have gathered over U.S. domestic policy after Dallas, this
will be a disappointing result."

In France, Belgium and Austria criticism of the Commission's report
and open disbelief of its findings considerably outweighed positive judgments.
The skepticism in these countries was perhaps most neatly summed up by
the pro-Gaullist Paris-Presse. It held that the report ''will certainly con-
vince the great mass of Americans. But the French say to themselves
instinctively, 'We don't believe all that because it isn't believable!'"

The two leading Parisian papers -- elite-oriented Le Monde and rightist
Le Figaro -- voiced the opinion of many lesser papers in challenging the valid-
1ty of the Commission's conclusions. Le Figaro headlined: "Gaps, Contra-
dictions and Statements Hard to Believe in the Warren Report.' The paper's
Washington correspondent quoted James Reston's article in the New York
Times to buttress his own skepticism and strongly hinted that the Kennedy

family was having a private investigation _conducted. Robert Kennedy's
alleged statement that he had not read the report was sometimes interpreted
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by critics as casting doubt on the work of the Commission., Paris-Presse
even alleged that the former Attorney General had declared that Oswald
1"did not think of it (the assassination) by himself." Le | Monde held that

"an important fraction of the Old Continent's public opinion remains skep-
‘tical" about the report. The paper's Washington correspondent advised
that "there must be no mistake about the truth which has been pre sented

to us. It is a voluntarily limited truth." Conservative and frequently
pro-American 1'Aurore of Paris was virtually alone among the important
French dailies in sustaining the findings of the Report. It believed that
"the amateurs of mystery stories will be disappointed by the Warren report.
The report is simple, clear, and precise, and its internal logic is prodigious:
Lee Harvey Oswald is the sole and only culprit."

Press commentsin Belgium and Austria were equally skeptical.
Brussels® independent Le Soir doubted the Report's validity on the grounds
that it could be either a calculated plan to mislead the American public or
the result of naive investigation. The independent Lanterne of Brussels
refused to believe that the crime was the work of a single unbalanced man
and the Catholic conservati ve Metropole of Antwerp expressed interest in
the "real motives" of Ruby a:d Oswald. Catholic Le Rappel of Charleroi
was one of a number of papers which held that Kennedy had a "premonition'
of his death, The paper rather enigmatically contended, therefore, that
"the secret of the whole affair belongs to the victim and certainly not to
his murderer." Vienna's right-center Volksblatt was typical of many
Austrian papers in its open skepticism of the Report's findings. It con-
cluded rather ominously that it is definitely good for the world and for
peace that the Warren Commission did not arrive at some other conclusion,
or that it kept silent to spare the world the din of clashing arms."

Communist Treatment

Communist and fellow-traveling papers in Western Europe characterized
the report as a whitewash of America's racists and reactionaries, whom
they blame for the death of President Kennedy, Under the headline "'Service
to the Right," London's Daily Worker condemned the Commission's findings
as "all very convenient for the American ruling class.' In Paris, 1'Humanite
headlined "The Real Questions Remain Unanswered,' and described the
report as a ''concealment.' In Rome, the Communist Party's condemnation
played skillfully on real and alleged statements of others. The Party's
organ, L'Unita, held that ""with the exception of those papers which had
K accepted the 'official version® from the beginning, reactions to the report
vary from the implicit reservations of the {London) Timés to the spemcTiti=— —
cism of Figaro (Paris), from the incredulity of Governor Connally to the
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rejection of the report by Buchanan and the harsh condemnation handed
down by Bertrand Russell." Fellow-traveling Paese Sera advised that

"“"James Reston's view that the report will probably fail to convince his-
torians should be completely endorsed."

The American Tempe'i-

Many commentators hold that political extremism and racial conflict
have created an atmosphere of violence and lawlessness in the U.S. which
in turn made the Kennedy assassination possible., Others pointed to the
existence of these conditions to explain why so much of West European
opinion is skeptical of the Warren report. Financial Les Echos of Paris,
for instance, contended that ''the Dallas tragedy took on a suspicious tint
because of the passionate climate created at the time by three fundamental
elements: the controversial character of President Kennedy, the offensive...
for racial equality, and the existence of a small group of extremists.' The
pro-Gaullist La Nation, also of Paris, speculated on the Commission's
emphasis on the absence of a precise personal motive on the part of Oswald
and asked if it "wanted to suggest that the isolated mad murderer was only
the unconscious instrument of the hatred of the South for the anti-racist
action of Kennedy." A number of papers pointed out that although Oswald
may have acted alone, his ''terrible deed nevertheless benefitted a powerful
group of persons' (Vienna's pro-coalition Neues Oesterreich).

The London Times, along with many other papers, praised the
Commission's emphasis on the need for tighter security protection, but
added that ""when all the Commissionfs recommendations ... are adopted
there will still remain the problem of too much extremism and too many
guns." In West Germany, where the Commission's conclusions regarding
the failures of those charged with protecting the President were extensively
highlighted, the pro-Socialist Neue Rhein Ruhr Zeitung held that the Warren
report leaves behind "the bitter impression that this great tragedy with its
tint of Wild West crime was only possible in Texas.'" By contrast, some
papers felt that the report did much to exonerate American society.
Reykjavik's Morgunbladid stated that ''the Warren report will strengthen
popular trust in the American government' and that the Commission's
work shows once again ''those advantages of democracy in the search for
truth." Berlin's independent BZ held that the Warren report 'has destroyed
the legend of an 'Evil' America. That is its biggest accomplishment."
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LATIN AMERICA

News coverage of the Warren Commission report has
been widespread, while editorial comment has been
moderate to heavy. Noncommunist comment varies
from general acceptance of the Report, through specu-
lation and doubt about certain aspects, to outright con-
demnation and rejection, Communist media comment

is altogether negative as expected. Noncommunist
editors rarely cast any doubt on the veracity of the
Commission and generally praise the painstaking work
of the investigation itself, but many do have real doubts
that the Report itself is the definitive analysis of Presi-
dent Kennedy's assassination and the motives and events
that led up to it. There are numerous references to
Bertrand Russell's charges that the Commission had
suppressed many facts and distorted the truth, and many
Brazilian commentaries are based as much on European
evaluations as on the Report itself, The most frequent
theme is that many people still remain unconvinced by
the Commission's findings and that history will have to
provide the final clarification of the Kennedy assassination.

Favorable Comments

Bogota’ (Colombia), Buenos Aires (Argentina), Lima (Peru) and

Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) newspapers gave the release of the Warren Com-=
mission report heavy wire-service coverage. The headlines stressed the
Commission's conclusion that Oswald had acted alone in the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy and that there was no discernible conspiracy,
either domestic or fereign. In Trinidad, for example, the independent
Guardian headlined "Oswald Acted Alone" and devoted an inside page to
the story under the heading ""Probers Spike Murder Myths. "

Moderately liberal and very influential E1 Tiempo of Bogot{ con-
demned all the ""suppositions and the sensationalist accounts which had
been fabricated about this tragic event in American history." The edi-
torial called the Warren report "the reality of the drama, " adding that
it was patently "not interested in being another chapter in this novelesque
series of hypotheses meant to attract people's curiosity rather than tell
the true facts." If the crime in Dallas was shameful, the paper concludes,
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it is even more shameful "to give credence to what has been written about
it and to censure a people who.were the first victims of this ignominious
incident, "

Two signed editorial comments have appeared so far in the Chilean
press. Ra{l Silva Castro, writing for conservative El Mercurio, notes
that the report blames ''careless police protection and technical errors
committed by different agencies' for the President's assassination and
the "lamentable indolence" of the Dallas police in the case of Oswald's
death. He also comments on the "astonishing declarations of Bertrand
Russell"” and the "gross epithets” which Russell used to refer to the mem-
bers of the Warren Commission. He concludes that Oswald probably be-
longed to "that group of criminals who commit an act / of this kind/, with-
out having any clear political ideology at all, moved by the megalomaniacal
impulse to attract attention and find a place in history."

The story of the Warren report received front-page headline treatment
in all Costa Rican newspapers and was given prime time on both radio and
television, Starting on September 29, San Jos€'s leading independent news-
paper, conservative _liNa.cio’n, began serializing a 12, 000-word summary
of the Report. La Nacién likewise editorialized on the "impressive preci-
sion and clarity with which the Warren report gets to the bottom of the
facts" and concludes that the report "leaves no room for doubt." Also
praising the report, leftist-liberal La Rezg/blica of San José€ says that ''the
seriousness of the report, the minute and extraordinary compilation of
data and testimony ... must perforce dispel the dark, mysterious theories
that have been elaborated around the brutal and unforgettable act.” An
editorial in conservative Diario de Costa Rica equally lauds the Report's
thoroughness and completeness and declares that erroneous versions of
the assassination which "until only a few hours ago were still being be-
lieved and circulated, in the European press especially, fall to the ground
on the basis of this report." It concludes with the observation that the
Report finally demolishes "a series of dangerous political distortions and
protects the prestige of the American nation so harshly attacked by versions
that were not always circulated without hidden purposes."

Lima's popular tabloid La Cronica praises the Warren report as a
"model of seriousness and responsibility and well-founded investigatory
technique.” The editorial says that the findings establish that "President
Kennedy was undoubtedly assassinated by Oswald, a psychopath confused
- = ~--—-—by Marxism and inspired by hate for every manifestatiomof authority, who —
acted alone without advice or assistance." Moderately conservative Ultima
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Hora of Lima likewise finds that ""the laborious conscientiousness and
objectivity of the investigation and the indisputable moral integrity of the
members of the Commission help to dispel finally the speculation that
had taken place concerning the facts and circumstances" of the Kennedy
assassination.

Conservative (Blanco Party) El Plata of Montevideo (Uruguay) gave
a qualified editorial approval of the Warren report: "The conclusions of
the Warren Commission establish the guilt of Lee Harvey Oswald beyond
all doubt ... The report ... carries conviction." But, it adds: "It is
possible that the conclusions of the report may be totally or partially
questioned ... It is legitimate to suppose that, in the final analysis,
history will have to give the definitive version of what happened in Dallas
at midday of November 22, 1963."

The English-language Daily Journal of Caracas (Venezuela) likewise
says: "We believe the report will persuade most Americans that there
was no plot and that the murder was the isolated job of a demented or
twisted person, but it will probably not convince Europeans, to judge by
initial reactions." In conclusion, the editorial advises its readers "'to
accept the Warren report. Despite what some people call unanswered
questions, it has far more substance than the speculations designed to
belittle it. "

In Jamaica, The Daily Gleaner (independent) carried the full text of
Chapter One of the Warren report on two days (September 28 and 29),
devoting a total of 21 columns to it. Editorially, it said that ''those who
doubt that Oswald acted alone will never be completely satisfied'* and
"its conclusions will continue to be questioned by those who will always
be skeptical, but until, if ever, a scrap of evidence is unearthed to show
that these conclusions are wrong, the report must be accepted as factual
and complete. "

Critical Reactions

Following the initial wide news coverage of the Report's release,
the Rio press concentrated on the worldwide reactions to the Warren
Commission's findings. While many papers quote Robert Kennedy's state-
ment that he is satisfied with the report, the overriding impression created
is that world opinion remains divided. For example, nearly all papers
- -= -----——quote Bertrarnd-Russell and many draw heavily on numerous—sensational — -
French reports,and both nationalist Jornal do Brasil and leftist-nationalist-
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oriented Correio da Manha headline Robert Kennedy's satisfaction

with the report and continuing European skepticism. Even a reasoned
argument written for conservative O Jornal by columnist Barreto Leite
Filho, after stressing the impeccable work of the Commission and its
members, concludes that only history will be able to render the final
verdict. Correio refers to doubts raised by such people as Mark Lane,
writing for Paris' L'Express, and Thomas Buchanan, in his book
"Kennedy's Assassins." It says that although ''one cannot question the
legitimacy of the investigation ... the final word belongs to history."
The Warren report, it continues, '"is condemned by a large part of the
U.S. and international press, as incomplete, ambiguous, and doubtful, "
Similarly, highly -conservative J ornal do ComeZcioreports that while
half the European press accepts the Report's findings, the other half
speculates "according to their respective political orientations."

A shrug of the shoulders and the opinion that "we'll probably really
never know' seems to express the feeling of the editorials that have
appeared so far in Mexico City. Moderately-conservative Excelsior says:
“"The Warren report is very probably correct, in spite of the disquieting
fact that a Russian (sic) benefactress found Oswald the job that he used
for the assassination ... It may also be, as many are saying, that the
truth will never be known. But one thing we know for sure: the events
of November 22, 1963 in Dallas will continue to be discussed for a
century." The paper also criticizes the Dallas police and concludes that
"doubts and shadows probably persist. Perhaps the truth will never be
known.'" Conservative E_}_ Universal Grafico commends the report, but
notes that doubts are still held by some people. Independent nationalist
La Prensa carries a cartoon depicting the Warren Commission in a sur-
realist painting with the question: '"And this is to clear up the doubts ?"

E]l Comercio, the conservative dean of the Peruvian press, says
that the report has "truly disconcerted the world -- and something more
than half the world shares the doubt and rejection of the worthy old paci-
ficist /Russell/.... The suspicion remains that beyond Oswald the assass-
ination of Kennedy was elaborated to eliminate his well-intentioned decisions
from the scene."

The Panamanian press gave heavy wire-service coverage to the report
of the Warren Commission. An editorial in conservative La Estrella de_
Panama’ predicts that "millions of persons within and outside of the United

States .,. will be disappointed" because they were expecting the report to

contain some startling new revelations, Although it concedes that "it is
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possible, of course, that Oswald may have committed the crime by his
own exclusive determination, as reflected by his strange personality
full of frustrations, and it is also possible that Ruby, inflamed with
indignation at President Kennedy's death, may have decided to punish
the killer with his own hand. But nobody can deny that all this is very
strange, especially the latter." The editorial concludes that the report,
even though it "ends the official investigation;" lacks satisfactory ex-
planations and invites further Ygpeculations and conjectures’ for a long
time to come.

The far-rightist Prensa Libre of Santo Domingo labels the Warren
report "a masterpiece of confusion and ambiguities, " and sees the
Communists "wringing their hands with joy ... Now the Communists can
wash their hands ... as Pilate did 2,000 years ago."

Cuban and Other Communist Judgments

Cuban media stressed that the Warren Committee report does not
close the "shameful page on the unpunished crime against the President, "
They insist that Oswald was a tool of rightist groups -~ ""headed by Texas
reactionary ‘leaders'' -- who plotted President Kennedy's death, They
continue to express suspicion of the Report's completeness and accuracy.
An E] Mundo editorial says the Report '"does not explain anything in a
satisfactory manner, It speaks of ''secret documents" not included in
the Report and concludes that their omission justifies the suspicion that
the "truth" is being suppressed.

A Havana TV broadcast declares that the report leaves "thousands
of questions unanswered.' Radio Havana to Latin America states that
 Oswald's mother described the Report as "ridiculous. ¥ A broadcast to
Europe says the Report "is going to be the basis for questions from now
on." It asserts that if Oswald wasn't actually in the employ of rightists,
he was so affected by their anti-Kennedy propaganda that he committed
the murder. The comment belittles Oswald's connection with communism,
and one broadcast declares: "1f Oswald was committed to Marxism, then
that fact alone would make him opposed to political assassination. " Only
the CIA and the FBI encourage political murder, the comment concludes.
Radio Havana to Latin America insists that the Warren Commission report
affirms "against all evidence" that Oswald acted alone,
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The most violent Cuban comment was a report of the statement by
Bertrand Russell, President of the "Who Murdered Kennedy Committee. "
According to Radio Progreso, Russell said the Warren Commission
report is "lamentably incomplete and covers its authors with infamy."” He
reportedly said that the "three official versions' of the assassination
contain omissions, lies and distortions.

Trinidad's socialist-oriented Mirror ignores the report. Several
Peruvian papers, where the Warren report shared the front page with
de Gaulle, carry an Agence France Presse item reporting the Russell
charges. ‘

Pro-Castro El Diario de . Mexico says that the Commission has
handed down a report which '"has one single virtue: it satisfies nobody.
Nevertheless, let us be serene and trust the investigators. Perhaps it
is better thus." :

Roberto Landaeta, of the Chilean Communist Party organ El1 Siglo,
renders the judgment that ""the entire report of the Warren Commission
is invalidated and without political, social, or moral basis when it admits:
'Because of the difficulty of proving negative facts to achieve certainty,
the possibility that there were others implicated ... cannot be established
categorically.'" He goes on to say that "it is irritating the way the
famous Commission worries about all the 'no's' to avoid having to express
itself on the 'yeses, ! that is, on the true proofs ... The Commission
leaves the question open,"
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FAR EAST

Heavy news coverage but light editorial comment marked
the Far Eastern press response to the Warren Commis-
sion Report. Comment ran the gamut from complete
acceptance to an outright attack on the validity of the
Report, Editorial comment from the British Common-
wealth countries in the area viewed the Report as

thorough and convincing and believed it should dispel
existing rumors, allegations and doubts, Editorial
comment from the Philippines, however, was dubious

that the Report would be convincing to all and felt that

many of the rumors and allegations had already become

so firmly established as legends that they would survive
despite the Report's contrary findings. Japanese editorial
comment, while voicing acceptance of the Report, was also
skeptical that its explanations were sufficiently complete to
destroy existing doubts on the vital questions of "conspiracy"
and "motivation”. The only critical comment appeared in
the Cambodian paper La Depeche,

Although there has been considerable straight news coverage of the
Warren report in the Far East press, comment has been light. The
editorials and special columns that have appeared to date range from
complete acceptance to skepticism to outright attack (in one instance).

The British Commonwealth countries praise the thoroughness of the
report and find it convincing. For example, an editorial in Kuala Lumpur's
Straits Times entitled "Simple Truth" says in part: "All except morbid-
minded and right-wing and left-wing fanatics, who believe what they want
to believe, will be satisfied by the Warren Commission's report on the
assassination of President Kennedy ... Absolute negatives are difficult
to prove, but most exhaustive investigation has failed to disclose any
trace of evidence of conspiracy, any indication that foreign agents or
subversive organizations participated in either crime."

New Zealand's Dominion Wellington similarly comments: “Though
the report of the Warren Commission ... will have occasioned no surprise
to most people, it should dispose once and for all of the rumors and allega-

T T T ST tions that gained currency in the wake of that horrendoustragedy:*—— -
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Hong Kong's South China Post also expresses confidence in the
soundness of the report: '"The mystery, the doubts, and the dark specu-
lations that have appeared in print were systematically considered and
rejected. For clearing away the fog of / rumor /, likewise for its sense
of detachment and its strict adherence to facts, the report indicates that
a tedious, exhausting job has been thoroughly and expertly undertaken,
No less important are the frank criticisms of various law enforcement
departments (including the circumstances surrounding the shooting by
Jack Ruby) and these will now be -- if they have not already been --
the subject of strict examination by the agencies concerned."

From Australia, the report receives commendation in several
newspapers. The Melbourne Age says: '""There can be no question of
the authority or integrity of the Commission appointed by President
Johnson or of the massive labors which it undertook.' The Sydney Daily
Mirror expresses equal confidence: "The findings of the Warren Com-
mission's inquiry are comprehensive and convincing and will be accepted
by sensible people. The report will surely end the wild speculations of
international and domestic plots circulating since the President's death, "
More praise is voiced in the Sydney Herald: "The report's cogent analysis
of verified facts demonstrates beyond rational doubt that one unhappy,
violent man alone planned and carried out this appalling crime." And the
Melbourne Herald adds this to Australia's commendation: "The report is
critical of security measures and makes some detailed recommendations
for matching safeguards to the disturbingly high risks around the American
presidency. To the outside world, which shared the distress of the
American people in the Kennedy tragedy, dispelling of rumors of sinister
intrigue is one of the positive values of the Warren report."

Press comment from Japan and the Philippines express skepticism.
Tokyo's Sankei is willing to accept the Warren Commission's opinion that
the assassination was an individual act and not the result of a conspiracy.
The editorial notes, however, that doubts will remain in many minds;
and it is plain that these will include Japanese minds, Sankei thinks that
the question of conspiracy is crucial, because if there should be proof of
conspiracy this might constitute a threat to American democratic institu-
tions and even to world peace: '"We will believe the Warren report in its
full context, but cannot help but tremble to hear that such a person (Oswald)
existed and that a president has been assassinated by such a person....
If he had acted in conspiracy with either the right or the left, or with any
foreign elements or any other organization ... the incident would have
grave consequences on the democratic order of the United States and the
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peace of the whole world," Similarly, in a commentary in the Mainichi,
writer Yorichika Arima expresses the opinion that doubts about the
assassination remain and that the Warren report does not analyze suffi-
ciently the motive behind the crime. Mild Japanese radio commentary
also worries about the motivation and remarks on continuing skepticism
in Europe. The English-language Japan Times is an exception to the
general tone of the press. Its comment is, as usual, reasonable and
objective and inclined ‘to accept the Warren Commission's conclusions.
However, the paper cannot be considered representative of Japanese
public opinion or widely influential in forming it.

The Manila Times also expresses doubts. An editorial, entitled
"Why the Warren Report Will Never Be Final, " gays that the Report ought
to silence all doubts about conspiracy but will not. The writer bases his
conclusion upon the argument that the initial confusion in the first Dallas
police reports created suspicion which cannot be silenced by any amount
of logic and investigation, now that the tragedy has become legend: ''The
Warren report ... should dispel all doubt that the killer (Oswald), like
his own assassin (Ruby) later, was not acting for a group of conspirators.
But it doesn't actually. Like other tragic events in history in which the
protagonists left no written record, this one is bound to remain a mystery
to later generations ... The Kennedy assassination was such an event,
It was not the skeptics who created the mystery but the confusion which
attended the first reports from the Dallas police ... Ironically enough,
the more complete the report became, the more it was likely to make
many observers in other countries doubt its conclusions, To them, so
much effort is suspect ... Even supposing that the present generation
will eventually come to accept the Warren report as conclusive, the
'mystery’ is certain to be revived by posterity ... This is no longer a
case of truth or error. Within a relatively short time, it has acquired
the nature of legend."

Cambodia's leftist La Depeche attacks the Report. The daily says
in part: "We know we have been deceived ... This report poses more
problems than it resolves ... The ... report gives ... the impression
that, less than a mission of truth, it was a mission of social conformism
in the service of the Government ... What disturbs us the most is that
the report adapts itself too well to the wishes of the rich and contented
and magnificently serves their interests,"
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NEAR EAST AND SOUTH ASIA

" The Warren Commission report received extensive
coverage throughout most of the Near East and South
Asia. The Indian and a large segment of the Arab
press also provided voluminous comment. In the UAR,
however, editorials appeared only in sensationalist
al-Gumhuriya. Most of the area's press considered the
the Report's major findings to be that Oswald had acted
alone and that the security forces in the United States _
had been grossly lax and culpable. Widespread skepticism
was expressed, however, about the finding that there had
been no conspiracy -- a skepticism that was especially
prevalent in the Arab and non-Arab Middle East and in
Pakistan. And only in India did a large segment of the
press accept the theory that Oswald and Ruby had each
acted alone. Most commentators felt that a mystery
still remained -~ one that would probably never be resolved.

Coverage And Stress

The Warren Commission report received extensive coverage and
voluminous comment in the Indian press. Several Indian papers con-
sidered one of its major findings to be the characterization of the assasi-
nation as ''a senseless, irrational act.!" As Bombay's Indian Express put
it: "One of the more satisfactory findings of the Commission is the
lexoneration! of the Soviet Union and of other countries from suspicion of
complicity."

Extensive press coverage and comment were given to the Report in
Israel and in all Arab countries, with the exception of Cairo, where only
al-Gumbhuriya editorialized on the subject. The rest of the Cairo press
limited itself to straight reporting without comment. The Baghdad press,
with the exception of al-Manar, reported it straight, but gave extensive
coverage to adverse reaction to it in various parts of the world.

Excluding Beirut's usually pro-UAR ash-Sharq and independent
al-Hayat, the Lebanese Arab-language press generally rejected the find-
__ings of the Commission, particularly its conclusion that Oswald had acted
alone. The Israeli press, with the exception of the Communist Kol -Shay,
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accepted the Report and limited editorial comments to the failure of the
American security organizations to protect the late President.

The Report was given top headline coverage in the Greek and Turkish
press. Its major findings were also given prominent coverage in the
Cypriot press, despite its preoccupation with the Cyprus-Turkey crisis.
Editorial comment, - surprisingly, was extremely limited in the Greek
and Turkish papers and completely absent from the Cypriot press,
although considerable editorializing through headlines was evident in all
three countries. And in Turkey, three major Istanbul papers with national
circulations and an Ankara paper all serialized a 12, 000 word textual-
summary of the Report. - ’ '

There was extensive news and headline coverage of the Report's
release and some editorial reaction to its findings in the press of Iran
and Pakistan but not in that of Karachi. Papers in all three countries
played up Lord Russell’s critical comments and charges. Iranian and Pak
papers pointed up as major findings of the Report the conclusion that
Oswald had acted alone and the failure of the U.S. Secret Service, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Dallas police to perform their
respective duties. In the Aegean area, all papers similarly highlighted
the Commission's major findings that Oswald and Ruby had acted alone,
that the two men had not known each other, that Oswald had also murdered
a Dallas policeman (Tippit), and that there was no evidence of either a
domestic or foreign conspiracy. -

Predictability

Few if any papers in India found any surprises in the Commission's
findings. There were ''no dramatic revelations" in the Report, wrote the
Economic Times of Bombay, and The Statesman of Calcutta said that it
"follows the entirely obvious and unsensational lines generally expected,"
In Dacca, Pakistan, English-language Morning News declared that the
Report's findings were ''not unexpected, ' though "disappointing.' Another
paper in Dacca, the Urdu-language Pasban, however was surprised.

"For us," it said, "it is a great surprise that President Kennedy was not
assassinated in a conspiracy, but that his murder was the result of an
individual’s action who believed in Marxism." No Arab papers expressed
surprise at the findings.
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Credibility

In India, Chief Justice Warren was praised as ''a man of known
integrity and incidentally a Republican,' as The Statesman put it,
"President Johnson could not have constituted a more thoroughgoing
and impartial investigation, ' the National Herald of Lucknow opined.
The Report was termed ''a valuable justicial document" by Calcuttl's
Amrita Bazar Patrike, and Bombay's Economic Times concluded that
it '"'should set at rest all suspicion."

The Arab press rejected the Report either directly or indirectly
by emphasizing world press comment hostile to it. The latter approach
was particularly evident in the Baghdad press where al-Manar headlined:s
"Europe Rejects Warrent Report.'" Beirut's usually pro-UAR ash-Sharq.
was alone in praising the character of the Commission's members. On
the other hand, Beirut's pro-Baathit al-Ahrar suggested that the
Commission's members were hostile to the late President and belonged
to a "capitalist reactionary class in the U.S." President Kennedy ''was
killed twice, once at the hands of criminals and again at the hands of
justice, ' wrote Beirut's leftist ash-Shaab.

The simultaneous play of Lord Russell’s critical comments about the
Warren Commission Report in the press of Iran and Pakistan naturally
raised doubts about the Report'’s credibility. And in Dacca, the Begali-
language Ittefaq said: "It will be folly to expect that this (report) will
settle questions that arose in the minds of many regarding the mysterious
side of the murder. It can not erase very soon from the minds of the
people that many definite questions that newsman Buchanan as an eye-
witness raised in his book, particularly regarding the role of the Dallas
police and the activities of the numerous oil companies of Texas."
Partially offsetting this doubt in Iran, however, was Radio Iran's news
coverage, which featured British press reactions that the Report was just,
objective and satisfactory.

Aegean area papers generally accepted the Report as a bona fide and
nonsuspect effort of the U.S. Goverrment to get at the bottom of the assas-
ination, but a number of papers used headline question marks which had
the effect of supporting the persistent doubts that all had been revealed
about the Dallas shootings. For example, the widely-read pro-Government
To Vima of Athens headline read: ''888 Pages or 300,000 Words -- The
Relentless Question Remains ... The Warren Report: Does it Substantiate

——————  ——the-Truth A.bout..K.enned;L‘s_A.smsinationz_"—--- --
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The widespread second-day publication of ''world reactions, " featuring
statements by proponents of the ''conspiracy school," such as Bertrand
Russell, lent further support to the doubters. Robert Kennedy's statement
that he did not intend to read the Report was presented by some papers in
such a way as to suggest that this was because he had no confidence in its
findings. Other papers, by contrast, gave prominence to the former
Attorney General's endorsement of the Warren Commission report.

Ethnos of Athens, for example, headlined: "Kennedy's Assassination Was
Not Due to Conspiracy -- Robert Kennedy Too Agrees with Warren Commission

Conclusions."

Extreme-leftist Domokratiki Allaghi (Athens) was the only paper to carry
a frankly hostile comment. Its zditorial, entitled "The Perfect Crime,"
sarcastically concluded that th. Warren Commission's ''great pains ... have
led to this triumph of justice. All we need now is to have Goldwater win the
elections."

Completeness

Because evidence was lacking to determine Oswald's motives, the con-
sensus of the Indian press was that although "the case is closed, the mystery
(remains) at least partly unresolved" (Hindusthan Standard, Calcutta). '"None
of the reasons attributed to Oswald's action," wrote Calcutta'’s Urdu Rozana
Hind, "seems strong enough to motivate him for such an extreme action ...
Not even a child can believe that the poisonous atmosphere on the racial issue
had nothing to do with the event ... We do not believe that Kennedy assassi-
nation was the result of only one man's enmity against him." Other Indian
papers, however, felt that 'the Warren Commission's report should put an
end to the thrillers, based on surmises, which imitation Ian Flemings have
been bringing out' (National Herald, Lucknow). And the Hindustan Times of
New Delhi said that "'it is unlikely that the future will throw up evidence of
some dark plot."

Only the two Lebanese papers ash-Sharq and al-Hayat,and the Israeli
pressgwere prepared to let the Report write an end to the tragedy. The
remaining dailies preferred various forms of the conspiracy theory.

Practically all accounts in the Aegean area touched on the extensiveness
of the Commission's investigation and the resultant report, noting that the
Commission had examined 552 witnesses and studied 30, 000 pages of docu-
ments before reaching its conclusions. The fact that the Report contained
888 pages and 300, 000 words was also much publicized. However, some
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papers indicated doubts that the Report, which "officially closed the door"
on the Kenndy assassination and the sordid Ruby sequel, would satisfy many
people. The Athenian newspaper Imera, in a front-page column, asked
rhetorically: '"Will the Warren Report satisfy the U.S. and the world public
in general after its utterly simple presentation of matters? Who knows
whether the Report -- categorically closing the door of suspicion -~ will
not be a great disappointment for the masses ? ... The Report confines

the whole case to only a shadow individual who, appearing as an anarchist,
loses his materiali M ’

Radio Iran featured British press reaction, which characterized the
Report as satisfactory. In Lahore, the Pakistan Times said editorially:
"Publication of the Report should ... be followed by thorough administra-
tive investigation into the behavior of the Secret Service and the Dallas
police. Those found guilty of permitting Oswald to be silenced should be
punished. After all, it was Oswald alone who could have said why and how
President Kennedy was killed. Doubts expressed by Lord Russell and
shared by many that much is still being hidden from the public ought to be
allayed."

The Conspiracy Theory

The fact that the Report had scotched the "conspiracy" theories was
labeled as one of its major contributions by a large segment of the Indian
press. The prevailing friendly relations between the United States and the
Soviet Union and the good personal relations between President Kennedy
and Premier Khrushchev were considered sufficient by the National Herald
of Lucknow to render a Soviet conspiracy unfeasible. 'It was necessary
for the American people to grapple with the theory of conspiracy, and the
rest of the world will be as relieved as the United States that ... Oswald
acted alone." Calcutta's Statesman accused Earl Russell of not having
read the Report, or else he could not conceivably have made his derogatory
comments.

Cairo's al Goumhouria intimated that internal politics were in some
way involved in the assassination. The Report, said the paper, did not
take into consideration the existence of '"extremist reactionary trends, -
fascist terrorist gangs and greedy monopolies.' The paper also noted
that’bil magnates in Texas''were not in agreement with President Kennedy's
policies.
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The Communist Israeli daily Kal Haam rejected the Report, but did
not elaborate, Baghdad's alThawra al -Arabiya contended that a Zionist
plot had led to the Kennedy assassination. ''The whole world which followed
the crime from the beginning and which knows the extent of Zionist infiltra-
tion and aggression against liberties is still awaiting the truth which the
Report did not reveal and which perhaps history will reveal in the future,"
the paper wrote. The Damascus daily Ba'th raised the possibility that
the Warren Commission had suppressed the truth because it feared reprisal
from unidentified criminal gangs. Both Ba'th and al-Thawrah of Damascus
gave heavy coverage to foreign comment casting doubt on the findings.
Equally vague conspiracy charges were made by the pro-UAR Beirut daily
al-Anwar which referred to racial discrimination and arms dealers. 'The
sheer notion on the part of American officials to believe the Warren Report
is a greater scandal yet,' the paper asserted.

Despite their widespread publication of world-wide reactions in which
continuing doubts and speculations about a corspiracy were played up, most
papers seemed prepared to accept the Commission's finding that there had
been no conspiracy. Imera (Athens), commenting on the Commaission's
findings, said: "In all this tragic case of Kennedy, the essence is that
behind the anarchist and insane man (Oswald) were no dark and logical
forces premeditatively pushing to war." The Athens Daily Post similarly
said: '"The Report stresses that the assassin, Lee Oswald, acted on his
own and that no one was behind the insane hand that interrupted John F.
Kennedy's life. This is a relief for U.S. public opinion and, indeed, for
world opinion."

Although no papers in Iran or Pakistan came right out and said that
President Kennedy was ''really' murdered as the result of a conspiracy,
the idea was suggested in both countries by the press' simultaneous play-
ing up of critical comments by Lord Russell, General Walker and the
Soviet Union.

L.ahore's Pakistan Times, for instance, declared: ''The tragic events
had given rise to a widespread belief that the murders were part of a con-
spiracy variously described as being instigated by Communists or Southern
reactionaries. The Warren Commission's report would seem to set these
doubts at rest."

!
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Culpabilities

‘The “frightening degree of incompetency by the various authorities
responsible for the President's safety' (The Statesman, Calcutta) was
mentioned in various forms by most Indian papers. The Secret Service,
the FBI and the Dallas police have been 'rightly censured,' said Calcutta's
‘Hindustan Standard, which echoed the opinion of other papers, the majority

of ‘which tended to put the major blame on the Dallas police. The Times of
India, however, blamed 'the ease with which a man in the U.S. can obtain
‘fire arms" and the general atmosphere of hate. The Report '"cannot possibly
still the feeling that the assassination of President Kennedy could take place
only in the atmosphere of hate and violence that then prevailed in the U.S. A,
In a deep moral sense, racialism and extremism were accessories to

- Oswald's crime, " it wrote. '

Imera Athens declared that Oswald's ideal, "anarchy, which is an
abstraction,' was the real culprit. For this reason, it suggested, many
people will be reminded of the political assassination at Sarajevo which
started World War I when they recall the senseless crime in Dallas.

Liessons

The lesson of the Report is the need for ""everlasting vigilance,"
several Indian papers concluded, and added, 'it is hoped that not only
America but also other nations will take lessons from this incident"
(Patna's Pradip). '"Democracy is no protection against assassination, "
said Calcutta's Amrita Bazar Patrika. '"Protection should be given by the
police whose job it is."

The Israeli press was alone in the Near East in commenting on the
lessons to be gained from the assassination., "How Not to Protect a
President, ' headlined the independent Yediot Aharanot. Both the liberal
Haboker and the pro-government Jerusalem Post gave extensive coverage
and comment to the Report's criticism of American security organizations.

In Dacca, English-language Morning News commented that, despite the
Warren Report, President Kennedy's assassination will ""continue to weigh
on the national conscience of Americans.'" In Tehran, Ettelaat ran a banner
headline which said: "Committee Established to Protect Johnson as Part of
Recommendations by Warren Commission to Step up Precautionary Measures
for Protection of President,"
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, The sad comment that no investigation -- however meticulous, thorough,
and praiseworthy -- can alter the fact that the life of the world-admired
young President was snuffed out by an assassin's bullet was a constantly
recurring theme. Athene Daily Post said, for example, that the world will
welcome the finding of no conspiracy: ''However, the fact remains that a
great President of the United States, whose courage and wisdom . had been
tested successfully on many occasions, lost his life. This is something
that no report can change in the hearts and minds of all." The Turkish
newspaper, Demokrat Izmir, likewise added: ''Thus, the investigation

of the abhorred assassination of one of the most-beloved Presidents of

the U.S. is ‘officially' closed. It remains to be seen whether the Warren
Commission Report will satisfy those millions who have carried armfuls

of flowers to the humble graveyard for the last ten months. And the main
verdict will be given by history which will be read in the future by our
 children and grandchildren.' -
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AFRICA

With the exception of Ghanaian comment, which termed

the Warren Commission report '"'shocking' for its alleged
intention to "suppress the facts,' scattered African media
comment on the report has tended to accept its basic find-
ing of Oswald's sole guilt. On the other hand, broad news
coverage in a number of areas has included foreign wire
service accounts expressing qualified acceptance or skep-
ticism, particularly crossplays of criticism by Messrs.
Buchanan and Lane and the reprinting of a Komsomolskaya
Pravda editorial in two Tunisian dailies directly charging
that the assassination resulted from a reactionary-led -
conspiracy. Textual materials on the Warren report
and Robert Kennedy's widely-publicized approval of the
report have tended to balance, if not offset, the inimical
coverage. Ethiopian and Ghanaian comment, in particular,
regretted the lack of adequate security precautions for
President Kennedy's safety.

Unqualified Acceptance

Newspapers in Ethiopia, Kenya and South Africa have accepted the
Warren Commission's findings at face value and one paper in the Sudan
reported the findings in an editorial regretting the loss of President
Kennedy 'for America and the entire world.”" South Africa's liberal
Rand Daily Mail declared that '"all rumors that have circulated about
the assassination ... are demolished by the report...." Likewise,
Kenya's Daily Nation announced that ''the report will thus dispel many
rumors which have cropped up since the assassination. By recording
the known facts as faithfully as possible, " the Nation concluded, ''the
Warren Commission has once and for all silenced all these rumors."
The official Ethiopian Herald repeated this theme, but less emphatically,
noting that ""among the criticisms made against the ... report is the '
charge that a number of questions have either been avoided or evasively
treated."” The Herald added, however, that until the critics specify the
'"questions'’ and provide supporting evidence ''the Warren report is
definitive, "
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Press headlines in some countries also indicated unqualified
acceptance of the Warren report. ‘The Tanganyika Standard headline
ran: "Oswald is Naked, He Killed Kennedy -- Official." The ruling
party organ in Tanganyika, The Nationalist, headlined its lead article:
"Warren Report -- Oswald Shot Three Rounds.'" Tunisia's La Presse
headline ran: "Robert Kennedy -- Oswald Alone Killed Kennedy."

Ghanaian and Other- Skeptics

In an editorial titled "Shocking Report," Ghana's government-
controlled Daily Graphic said the shock the world had sustained from
the Kennedy assassination was "nothing compared to the blood-chilling
report" of the Warren Commission. The Graphic editorialist supported
Bertrand Russell's reported contention that the Commission was con-
stituted to suppress the facts and observed, 'true ... no foreign nation
(was) involved ... but is it also true that the hands of the imperialists
and neocolonialist hounds who were opposed to Kennedy's peaceful poli-
cies are also clean?" News coverage in the official Ghanaian Times
cited the Russell statement plus skeptical editorial comment from Denmark
and Italy under the headline: "Kennedy Death -- Warren Report Hides Facts."
Without commenting directly on the report, a Radio Accra commentary
mentioned the Commission's findings and strongly praised President
Kennedy's courage and policies.

In some cases, news—coverage headlines suggested mixed reactions
to the report. The Moroccan Istiglal opposition organ Al-Alam headlined:
"World Reaction to Warren Report ... Moscow -- Report Did Not Eliminate
All Doubts ... World Reaction Ranges From 'High Praise' to 'Not Complete
Enough'.' Tunisia's semi-independent daily, Le Petit Matin, carried the
following: "The Author of Who Killed Kennedy: Did Oswald Have Relations
With U.S. Intelligence Agencies?" ‘ .

News coverage in a few other countries has also tended to be skeptical.
Comments critical of the Warren report by Thomas Buchanan, author of
the book Who Killed Kennedy?, and Mark Lane, lawyer for Oswald's mother,
were carried by several papers in Ivory Coast, Morocco and Tunisia. Two
papers in Tunisia, the official Al-Amal and independent Al-Sabah, reprinted
a Soviet Komsomolskaya Pravda editorial released before the Warren report
which claimed ''the report will lay the responsibility on Oswald, but world
opinion is sure that Kennedy's assassination was the result of a conspiracy
arranged by reactionary forces in the U.S." Tunisia's independent La Presse
carried a front-page commentary by a Paris correspondent critical of spec-
GTation and FumoFs on the assassination but-which sardonicallyaccepted the
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Warren Commission's findixigs. Textual news stories and Robert
Kennedy's approval statement of the Warren report appeared in the same
papers printing the above coverage and tended to balance it.

Awareness of Security Problem

The Ethiopian Herald and Radio Accra were the only media to comment
on the lack of adequate security precautions for the late President's pro-
tection, although this subject was well-covered in straight news stories.
The Herald quoted the Warren report to the effect that ""security measures
had been lax and inefficient, ' and noted that President Johnson had under-
taken "in earnest' to carry out the Commission's security recommenda-
tions. It added, however, that "as long as there are people in America
who are as fanatical as Oswald, no U.S. president could be guaranteed
absolute protection.' Radio Accra added that President Kennedy's death
was ''a bitter tragedy because he was entitled to the best means of pro-
tection."




SOVIET UNION AND EASTERN EUROPE

Soviet and East European media gave wide publicity to the -
Warren Report but questioned its validity, suggesting that
the Commission has failed to reveal the truth, Some re-
ports tried to link the Report with the election campaign.
All agreed that "not everything concealed has been re-
vealed." Yugoslav reaction to the Report was generally
milder than Soviet or other East European comment. This
Soviet and East European reaction to the Warren Report was
neither unexpected nor unusual in view of the allegations and
innuendos circulated by Communist media since November
1963,

Soviet Union

Soviet media reacted quickly to the Warren Report. On the day that
the Report was released, Komsomolskaya Pravda ''cited facts'' indicating
that the assassination of President Kennedy '‘was a result of a2 conspiracy
by the most reactionary forces of the U.S. " The Soviet youth paper also
implied that "the oil business had played a fatal part" in the crime. Later
the same day, TASS summarized the Commission's finding. Noting the
Report's finding that Oswald had acted alone, TASS asserted that ''not every-
thing concealed has been revealed.," TASS also stressed the absence of
evidence that '"Oswald's contacts with the Communists had any ccnnection
with the subsequent assassination of the President. "

On the following day (September 28) Pravda carried the TASS story
under the title: ""The Warren Commission On The Crime in Dallas~=Report
Published, Doubts Remain, Notes The American Press.! In its summary,
Radio Moscow claimed that '"the long report has not dispersed doubts about
the Dallas crime." Echoing the same propaganda theme, another Radio
Moscow commentary asserted that "mistrust in the official version of the
Kennedy assasination is mounting both in the U.S. and in Western Europe. "

Eastern Europe

East European media also shared Moscow's doubts about the Warren
Report. Radio Prague declared that the Report '"supports the official
version" and ""throws no new light on the suspicious circumstances of the

assassination.' According to the Czechoslovak broadcast, ''the most
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important factor challenging the reliability of the Report is the complete
inability of the Commission to find any motive for Oswald's alleged crime. "

Bulgarian commentators for Trud and Radio Sofia also asserted
that the Warren Commission had failed to "unmask the real perpetrators"
of Pregident Kennedy's assassinatiqn. According to these accounts, the
Report is 'a clumsy attempt'' to ''conceal the truth." In an effort to link
the Report with the election campaign, Trud maintained that the Com-
mission's alleged attempt to conceal the truth when ''the madmen' in
the U.S. "are making an open bid for power'' gives cause for '"peace-
loving peoples to intensify their vigilance."

Yugoslavia

Yugoslav reaction to the Report was mixed. Borba said that the
Report '"has cleared up many uncertainties which were the source of
doubt, disbelief, and rumors" and has destroyed ''once and for all the
suspicion that the Soviet Union was somehow behind Oswald's act." On
the other hand, Politika claimed that the Warren Commission Report
did not answer the crucial question: '"Why did Lee Oswald commit the
crime ?"" Without questioning the integrity of Chief Justice Warren, the
paper said that '"there have been cases in history, like the Dreyfus affair,
when the truth has been withheld because the ruling authorities feared that
the public might lose confidence in them.' Both papers noted that the
American public had received the Report with confidence and that world
reaction was on the whole favorable. '
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