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E . Reference is made to my wemorandum of July 29, 1875, 3.2 2
captioned as above, which advised you of the results of this Bureau's
preliminary inquiry concerning an allegation that Lee Harvey Oswald
bad visited the FBI office in Dallas sometime prior to the assassina-~
tion of President Kennedy for the purpose of talking to Special Agent
James P. Hosty, Jr. In the absence of Mr. Hosty, Cswald allegedly .
left a note which was threatening fn nature. Also, that this visit and *:

-~:otgs were not reported following the assassidation of Fresident Kennedy

yOswald, . .l eTeT DT U g v

. As a matter of background, In my absence from the city,
Messrs. Callahan, Adams and Bassett met with Deputy Attorney -~
Genoral Tyler on August 29, 1975. At tbis meeting Mr. Tyler was -
advised that in accordance with the faeling of the Department, aftera =
thorough review of my memorandum of July 29, 1875, we anticipated ..
conducting approximately six additional interviews of jndividuals who . .- =
were either currently in the Bureau or who had been In the Burean. .5 ==3"

_ Mr. Tyler was in agreement with this course of action. This meeting : :5250

~ was later attended by Assistant Attorney General Thornburg and he too
subscribed to the additional interviews., He was also jn agreement that -
each person interviewed be furnished & walver of rights and that the :
inte rviews be recorded by sworn statement. 5 .=gmpiigaia
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DT Later in the afternoon on the same day Mr. Adams was -
ORI advieed that the Dallas "Times Herald" newspaper intended to publish |
A A story in connection with the aforementioned allegaticn and they S
 owaom o, desired a statement from this Bureau. The vropoted statement was >
tm0va " prepared and the Deputy Attorney General was advised of the content ™ ,
oty — of this proposed press release, Late in the eveningiof August 30, 1975, -
Lt — :{:16 Burgau learned of the text ,ot the pmpnsed'ir’tf'cl‘e t(q ,a_ppe?.rfm the wf-EEs: |
! Gontw. = August 31, 1975, issue of the Lallas "Tlngs Herald™ '(a copy of this |
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: “ articls is attached). <At that point it became apparent that our lnqnlry'g'..f;{_é_‘.:‘ ST 5
¥

} would probably have to go beyond six lndividals but in any event there ;1% .. . .

:i:u.ld be & logical reason for jaterviewing anyone beyond the initial e

’ Inquiry was conducted by Assgistant Director Ha
_Bassett, Inspector - Deputy Assistant Director J. Allison Conlsy, €5 %.:5, ..
" Inspector Edgar N, Best, all of the Inspection Division; and Special =3 5 "
.. Agents in Charge Philip A, McNitf of the New York Office; Francis M, x:#% % .-
.}, Mullen, Jr., of the Tampa Office} snd Arthur ¥, Nohrbass of PET BTN 2
Jacksonville Office. They all met in Dallas, Texag, on the ovening of i .
feptember 1, 1975, and there followed a thorough briefing conceralng = °:."

~':'J~, ,_',<
L

the fnformation which had been developed to date. | ... o7 if

.= -.% vUnless specifically advised to the contrary, all individuals 33
- - mentioned herein who were tnterviewed furnished a signed Interre
- Advice of Rights form and their interview was recorded by sworn st
. ment, - Coples of these statements are attached.. ¢4 -~ TFeoy

s - Mrs. Nannie Lee Fenner was reinterviewed on September 2
1075. She stated that the statement which she initinlly furnished on
s+ July 16, 1875, is accurate within the bounds of her recollection. Shs ™
“w 7 categorically stated that the note which she received from Oswald made
N abgolutely no mention concerning President Kennedy, .It is her recolexrss
Jection that the note was handwritten, which sbe describod a8 a large "7}
:' serawl, very childlike in nature. She indicated that on giving®is nmatter
additional thought she was now of the opinion that Miss Helen May may . %
have seen Oswald as be was Separting the office aftar he delivered the ¥ "< -
note. It may be recalled that in Mre. Fonnor's inliial statement of =i, -
July 15, 1975, she advised that sha bad showa the pote in Question to "
Joo Pearce. - .. . S R e th 3
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770 On September 8, 1976, an additional statement was takea .
" . from Mrs, Fenner and at this time she advised that it is her clear ~77 TTRTILT
. < pecollection that Pearce did ot see the Oswald note but that he had the b=
7 envelope and/or letter in his hand and ahe {8 certain now that he did mot %77~

* . yoad the letter. She claimed that she told Pearce that "some nut" had s <
T v iR

. 1left the letter and be merely picked it up and Jaid it down. 5%
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T‘ K i’-,i “i3E/7E.- Miss Helen Lee May was rolnterviewed on September 8, 1975,+% .

%, oo " and she categorically denied over scelng Oswald at any time or ever seeing * -
ey :
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"1 _‘ iy ', . ong evening by the Dallas Office *brass” to declde what to do with the note,
JoygE She recauod that tbls meeung took place one or two days atter thew 37

' A aner ahe heard of the decision to destroy lt. :_

the noto or lottor vhlch ho delivured Bbo dld recall that lometlmo mb-
“goguent to the assassination Mrs,. Fenner agein brought up the subject .7
*0f the Oswald.note and stated tbat Clark (lormer ABAC Kyle Chrk) M 3
t(ﬂdhcrtofortetlbmtu. :‘:if“ z;: L “»:_--:&-’-‘ i ::4{:,‘~. ‘,: ‘._ :
Miss Marian F, Roberts. lormer ucretary to former SAC - e
Gortlon Shanklin, was interviewed on September 6, 1875, in Bun City, ,",_""*“‘
: Arizona. She advised that she was aware that Oswald kad Aappeared at u.
tbo rocepticn desk of the Dallas Office sud left a nole with Mrs,’ Former - 533
* for BA Hosty prior to the assassination of President Kennedy. 8he stated '
—.that she had never seen the note and was not aware of its coatents - &'#:'% %
although she had heard the letter wanted Hosty to stop harassing Oswald's -
wifo. She related that she recalled entering the Dallas Office at about 1~
" the same time that Helen May was enfering at approximately mide .- »=
_day. To her recollection this was a few wecks before the assassinznon
" and she and Miss May saw s slender, dark hajred, young man hand somo-
. thing to Mrs. Fennsr, This was not sigoificant to ber at the time; howe"s..®
evor, following the assassination Helen May said sowething to her to the
- effect, "You romember, Marinn, we'were coming info the office about the
" time Oswald handed Femner the note,™ She stated that afier she saw - o
pictures of Oswald after the assaseination she can eanily assume that be
was the {ndividual she saw hand somethiang to Mrs. Fenner. She recaned s
. that on the same day she observed tiis person Mrs. Fennar told her a -
sbort time later a man had left a note for Hosty to quit bothering his wite. -
:-She #aid that Mrs. Fenner told ber ths man did not say much but he was -7
"tocd off" at Hosty. -This, according to Miss Roburts, tended to turthet
_ ber belief that the man she and Miss May saw was Cswald, She said, u
" tn her opinion, Oswald's appearance jn the Dallas Cffice and the note ln
. left for Hosty were common knowledge among Dallas (Mfice personnel .
#ho were there at the time of the aesassinaion. 5he stated that after 5
the assassination she heard from an vnrecalled sovr ce that it was decided
to destroy the note but she doeea not kaiow who made this decision to have ~ ..
- the note destroyed. She stated she recognized the imporhmce of the noﬁe

S In addmon to lhe above, Misﬂ Roberts.also turnished the
lollowmg taformation but refused to foanish it in a sworn statement slnce
""gha considered it hearsay and she h>d no firsthand koowledge of same, i7;.}*
-.She stated that there was gome talk ‘around the office cf a meeting held 7%~

}
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usmmuon and by "brul" she mamt BAC shanknn, ASAC ‘Clark and 'z 1’7 ,,>
. Mr, Malley (James R, Malley, former Numbar Ons Man to the Aeskt- LT
" ant Director, General Investigative mvmon). 8he did not know who. wr A e
tumtshodtbu lnformaﬂonhhor. Tl e -

- thoDanuomco by Oswald came about throu@aconvaruﬂonats 4 ,
. ime in the early part of 1964 with Bpecial Agent Vince Drain. :He advuod
~-that he and Drain were discussing Oswald's rootive and mental condition *;;:'
“which would cause bim to do what he did and fu talking to Drain along ¢ j...‘,-f‘ atd '.. >
thie vein the latter advised that Oswald had left a note at the office prior
to the assassination in which note Oswald stated that if the FBI did not -
stop harassing his wife be would .blow up the FBI and the Dallas Police
Dapartment He said that he was so shocked and angared at this reveh-

< {hds date he does not know what disposition was made of it. : He advised’ .’.»:‘”’ fe
that in discussing receipt of this note Drain ndvised that Mrs. Fenner <3435
. and Joe Pearce, who was then a clerk in the office, were present in the
reception room at the ime Oswald appeared in the office with the note.
According to Brown, at no time did Drain advise him a8 to the identity - -,
of his source of the Information. Brown also adviced that he participated =
* on two occasions winl: fnterviews with Marina Oswald subsequent to the -
- assassination and on peither occasion did sha mention that Oswald had
lnform_ed hqr ofa vtsit to the Dalhe Omce prlor to the asmsinatim.

e . g T Doy

I "7' Byl On Bepbember 5, !975, SA Joe ‘A, Pearee was reintervlawed.
- He categorically denied that he ever eaw Lee Harvey Oswald, that he lad -
ever had in kis hands or {n his possession any note left by Oswald and that .
ba had ever read any note left by him. Be said that after deliberating -
_on !he matter since his prior affidavit of July 22. 1975, he recalled that

a note left by Oswald for Hosty. During some of theee discussions ...
Mrs. Fenner remarked to others in his presence that Pearce had sren’ .-,
_the note. He admitted that he did not cootrasdict tha statoment and explalns ,
" his fallure to do 8o on his lack of appreciation of the aeriousness of wha: o
- tho was communicatlng to the peoplo lnvolvod. v :
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. ;. 88 follows, He claimed that approximately six years ago Mrs, Fenner .
was in the Agents' squad room and Bhe spoke to Drain about Cswald's *.%:
* wisit to the Dallas Office prior to the assassination. According to Dratn, %
she said that Oswald was mad at SA Hosty for interviewing bis wife, -..- ’
She said that Hosty was not in the office and Oswald left a letter for him. -
He claimed that to the best of his memory she did not mention the con- .. A
_ tents of the letter and he did nct question ber about i or pursue the* a4 27
*- conversation further, ‘He said this 18 the first knowledge he had of ;2. 4:y=!
* Cawald efther visiting the offics or leaving 8 letter and that be heard - .., 335
" 1o further comment concerning the incident until be read the newspaper
story on August 81, 1976. . . L B e
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A On September 3, 1975, Drain was reinterviewed in view of
certain conflicts as furnished io his first statement. In ghis second :

, Blatement he in effect stands on his nxst‘statou;ent.,;"- Paielyem R
51 . i T ‘;,","'" S <o : D Tl e e ; Lot ‘;'.'—‘f'-c.:‘.‘o & &rle” 72k '.-‘.“;.. ¥ :1‘.'-'-:1 -
21 0% Mres, Martha Ann Campbell, Yorierly Martha Ann Connally, &
* wno interviewed on September 8, 1875. Sba 18 no longer employed in .

the Bureau but at the time of the assagsination was serving as the -
. gecretary to Supervisor Kenneth C. Ilows, She advirod that within &
weck after the assassination she was in the "Coke room" on the twellth :
- floor of the. FBI space taking @ break with on2 or two other female » =«
.+ . .* ¢lerical employees., One employee was Mrs, Fennor and she can't *
* rocall the other, She recalled Mrs. Feopner making a statement that “*-;
" Ogwald came to the office looking for Agent Hosty and was very upset °
because Hosty had been interviewing Marina Oswald, Hosty was not .
in the office and Oswald Jeft a note. Mrs, Campbell stated she was ke
surprised to bear this and immediately after leaving the room ghe went
fntr Supervisor Howa's office and told him what she had beard, She .<.;.
-~ anyé that she can't recall his reaction but be asked her who bad told her .
this and who was present. She told him Mrs, Femner but ean't recall - . ..
" the other persons present, She sp1d that upon hearing Fenner's name Howe

“ - mado a “face” and Bowe told ber that she wag not to discuss the vieit or - '

.. nots any more and it was emphatic encugh that she followed his fnstruction, 7o
.. "™ Bhe said that she had enough sense lo reallze that €omething was being held -
.. backat that time but she said notbing about it, Coutinuing, Mrs. Campbell -

a® . ~_.-!n.’:\ 3
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>2 pesults of which were roportod by m-soz "In reference to her above -
+; . sintement she cannot be positive whether it was in fact Mra, Fenner 'ho
7 . had furnished the information to her but #f was her feeling that Feaner .~

. that she never took a break and never went to the "Coke room" and 2180

.. for the purpose of Mrs. Camphell reviewing the office roster at the tlmo
i of {he assassination in an effort to detormlno 1! sho could raull thc i
*  other employeo who was present. : , .
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;: . advised that she cannot recall the fol1 convorutlon with Supervisor Howe »-
# i but it would have been eitber he or Mrs. Fenner who at that time mentioned

the note Oswald left was then in Agent Hosty's workbox, She stated she .
cannot recall ever hearing wbat actually bappened to the noto but ahe lnd
the feeling it was destroyed. -

On September 4, 1975, Mrs. Campbell was reinterdewod, "

w8 the one who told her of the letter but she is not o8 certain of this as

sho is of the fact that Fenner was present during the conversation relating”

to Oswald's visit and leaving of the note. She was unable to furnish the -

-y

Campbell was occasioned by the fact that Mrg. Fennor orally advised ~

icentity of any other individuals present. This reinterview of Mrs, . _',.ﬁ,

A»

On August 31, 1975 Tom Johr-son, publjsher of the Dalla.s

"'1 fmes Herald" telephonically contacled Assistant to the Director = ST
:  Deputy Associate Director (Investigation) James B, Adams. It should '-; e
=.. -7. be noted that Johnson was identified as the writer of the article appearing -
. ', In the Aagust 31, 1975, issue of the Dallas "Times Berald” referredto . - -
" previously. Jolnson advised that an that date he received an ancnymous ~ 5

telophone call from a female. This individual called at 10:50 a.m,, ~ ' '"::
Dallas time and made refereuce to the article which appeared in that - :

day's issue of the Lallas "Times lerald." She told Mr. Johnson that ™~ .
*Jiot everyone in Dallas knew about it and she thinks it unfair to leave e
the tmpression that many of the men koew about it. In case you are -

interested, Mr, Hosty destroged the note on orders of Mr, Howe, .. w#
Mr, Gembernng was bandling the case. Mr. Bill Anderton and Mr, Borton

also know of it. Mr, Gemberling knew about the note and saw it but it -

was destroyed on instructions of Mr. Howe.” Subsajuently, on this s’amé

date, this anonymous caller {dentified Mr. Hortoh as Urial Horton, . -

L . Mr. Johnson advised that he was furnishing this information only for thé e

purpose of asking for confirmation as to vhbether tho information is oorrect

* . pefore publication. Mr, Adains informed Mr, Joblnson that his request -
3. - would be noted; however, as previousiy slated in Mr. Kelley's pross release
. conoernlng thl- situauon no addmonal comment would be made by the 1.
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& . FBIuntil all inquiries had beont complated and the matier considered byl

Ll At the time of this current inquiry 8A Robert P, Gemberling =+

o was oo sick leave, having been diagnosed by his doctor on August 3, 1975, -

% a8 having had & heart attack. In tbe absence of obtaining clearance from . -

ii;, bis physiclan, who was out of town and whereabouts unknown, Gemberling -:- .
~fpt owaswotinterviewed athis Hmec LT o] B e S LI
siRny bt .'v;f‘;;%r':'.""‘""r"-'-."-t5!,&.'-".‘*-’:’?.""2“-‘.'. AN I Mt A IEE 0 it
A% w0 MY BA James W. Anderton was interviowed oo September'3, 1075, ‘,

He ndvised that the first knowledge he had concerning & note from Cswald .

of the Dallas Office he overheard §A Gemberling rake some remark about - .

" Ae Gemberling was departing Apderton overhieard Mrs, Fenner make & .
-'yamark concerning elther a note or a lotier of a threatening nature which
hnd been directed to Hosty from Oswald sometime prior to the assassina-

*

5% tion. He stated that while Mrs. Fennor did vot indicate that this was - %~

.. firsthand knowledge she romarked in untecalled words that the note or =~ - -5,
7% leHter had been delivered to Hosly who in turu took it to the Special Agent -

I in Cbarge. He said that he heard no further discusnion on this subject . -
. 7,;  mafter until approximataly two or three years ago when, during a dis- -
. -fr.. . cussion concerning the assassination he overheard Mys. Fenner make - .°

" - @ remark such as "and the letter” or words to that eftect at which time
" sbe langhed and departed without further elaboration. -. R i

- """ Former SA Ural Horton was reinterviewed on September 4,
1075. He advised that be could farnish no additional Information other -z
than what he had previously furoished in his statement of July 23, 1875
o did note that he learned of ('swald’s visit sometire betweon the .-

S He stated, however, that as to how and under what circumstances he ..% ..
€ . first learned of the Oswald note he has no specific recollection whateo=" """,
@@ . eyer, He added that the note allegedly contained a fhreat to Hosty; however, -
NS be naver saw the note nor is he aware of ita dispositicn. He said thathe ...
. has the impression that the note and circumslances surrounding it nover ;...

received official investigative aftention but be has no ¢irect knowladge
R I IR, | gyl'f." R A L LT

B <
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as 1-4%

- .118' {his is a fact, - o A

latter part of November, 1963, and the latter part of Iiecember, 1968, ... -

" dirocted to SA Hosty occurred in the general time fiame of 1969 to 1870. P
Po said that sometime near the closa of business while in the squad room ~ ~*° -

the additional Joads be bad received concerning the Kennedy agsassination.” : . -
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LA S 1.4 8X James W, Bookhout Was fnterviewed on September 3, 1976
¥ € Rp davised that sometime during the {nvestigation of the assasaination Y-
=X, " care he greeted BA Gemberling in the office and asked him how it was .2
coming. He recalled that Gemberling responded timt everything was fine’

. and his only current problem was to decide the propriety of puttinga ..

" ceptain Oswald letter into the assasaination report. Gemberling said *,

1 §t was not o much his problem as it was that of Specinl Agent Hosty.:#%:}

i* According to Bookhout he fmmediately terminated the conversation since FALE L

¥ Honty bad already recelved newspapsr publicity in connection with the (=4

+" azenssination and he did not want to have aiy knowladge of Hosty's prob-=7"""

- Joms and did not want to get fnvolved with them. He added that he does ST

. not know that this particular COswald laiter is tha same Oswald letter ...

- that 1s now in question. He did not soe the letter and does not know the

é‘..‘_‘. .
o~
>3 3

comtenta of B, ity e be Al LIRS
¢ 1'° ico- 8A Bookhout also advised that be was present on November 22 5.
< 1963, with SA Hosty during an interview of Lee Harvoy Oswald at the - ::;;l; '

" Dallas Police Department, - Ho stated that Cswald, upon hearing Hosty's
mame, immediately showed a hostile attitude toward Bosty and accesed .- 0o
Iioi of being the Agent who had heen harassing his wifo; however, atmo < T
time during this interview did Cswald mention that he bad visited the Dallag _
. Office and left & note for 8A Hosty. Boakhout also nofed that he was In- .isy .
" yolved in another interview with Oswald as well as interviews with Ruth 7%

¢ ' Pnine and Marina Oswald and 2t no time was there ever mentioned any-"='y’
* thing about Oswald having visited the Dallas F@l Cﬂ!co and leaving a note

© 7" On page one of the Septenibor 1, 1975, iesue of the Dallas =
" *"Pimes Herald” there appeared an article (copy attached) captioned “Ex- - ...
_ Agent: Letter Left in Hosty's Box." ‘This article get forth an interview e
with former SA Joseph L. Schott. Bchott is quoted as stating thathe -~ '
nndarstood that Oswald In his note threatened to kill Bosty if Hosty tried -
- to talkc to his wife Marina agatn, Nosty put his letter Jn his Workbox e= ..
T - for Incoming mail =- and it was still ther? on the day of the assassination. = -
+57: . . - Behott added that he doesn't know what happened to the letter but assumed - -
2. v it was destroyed. He noted that he did not kuow whotber the SAC Imew 7% o
7 nbout it or not but he knew 2 lot of people In the office knew about it and *:-
+ < . were talking about §8. . .y s v il Tivna: LA
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3 23 1205 Schott was interviowed on September $, 1976, Be‘rotused_;o_,@_.
co of Rights form and he also refused fo * .\
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** farnish & sworn statement,” The interview was recorded by FD-%02,'a =~ %7 .

*' copy of which is attached. Scholt refused to identily any individuals who
7 ynay have furnished the information attributed to him in the above= = ™7
) mentioned news article. He said that wben contacted by the Associated *;
. * Press reporter with regard to the article referred to previocusly, be =
_yeferred to some notes that be had mads and from these notes he con<. ..~
;" cluded that he kad received tho informaticn in the early part of 1964, : ¥ 4.5
*:while in Wichita Falls, Texzs, in connection with elthar a Grand Jury 2372
¥ proceeding or a trial. Schott clatmed that he has since destroyed these X
*: notes. ' He stated that as he understood it Cawald came to the office and -
- gave a note to some people, that it contained a threat to kill Hosty, that

Howe saw the note and may have given it to Hosty. Hosty read it and put =

§t 1 his workbox where it was at the time of the assassination. While e

Schott refused to identify the source or sources of his information, be ¢
t, did indicate” that 1t might be wall to inlerview those employees currentl
i ' ppeigned to Dallas Headquarters who were there &t the time of the ;.3
- . asenssination or shortly thereafter.ii+f . wiliay Zo7irich Sy

t 5:1 s i
13 AR wh

In view of the foregoing, United States Attorney Frank D, -
~ McCown was contacted on Seplember 8, 1975, to ascertain from avail=" ;"
. able records the identity of cases prescated or jdentity of Agents of the -3
“: .. ¥BI listed as appearing before the Federal Grand Jury in Wichita Falls,
: Texas, in 1964, Mr. McCown advised tlat it would be necessary to -+ i
refer this request to the Executive Office for U. 8. Attorneys, Washington,”-;

D, C,, to obtain authority to releasd such lntormauon from hls:recordn. e

Lo  On September 4, 1975, Assistant United States Attorney Alex
~ McGlichey telephonically advised he had recelved such permission from ;:
ths Department to make the requested inforiration available to the ¥FBL
It was determined that in 1964 one Federal Grand Jury met in Wichita -
Falls on October 7, 8, and 8.  During those Grand Jury proceedings = -
. fourteen Agents were called to appear, Ot these fomrteen, which includes
former SA Schott, only two, §As Emory Horton and Joseph Hanley, are
currently assigned to headquarters in Iall2s and Ural Horton, previously
 yeferred to, whilo living in tho Dallas area, 18 retirod, Excluding Schott,”
these were the only three of the fourtean who wore intorviewed during ;%

i .~ . this current inquiry. . RSN I AL T =3
42372755 During the current foquiry ail those employees still in head-:

- qiﬁ;iers city who were there at the tixe of the assarsination or shortly -

-, . fhereafter were interviewed with the exceplion of 8A Gomberling, 7 -
: Ay S8 e lates 'L-o';’: .':‘-4 .%.5."".‘11.’!.;?::.::." '; ) ...." e
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. The Attorney General :;,:-,...:_ inca
k it.rovionlx-y mentioned as I;Ot f:e!ng interviewed because of & rocent o -
attack. In addition to those alrerdy mentioned in this memorandum the £33
" following were interviewed: BAs Joe B. Absrnathy, Robert P. Butler, -

. nvestigative personnel who were interviewed, together with the position

" had no nformation whatsoever concerning the matter in question.

. Office at the time of the assassination were also inferviewed: SAs Will
_ Hayden Griffin, Emory E. Horton, Gaston C. Thompson, Joseph H, %

" ! tnformation relative to Oswald's visit and the leaving of a note; howevevx‘-,
. they had no firsthand lmowledge, having baard it froma some other ;-
* employee and nothing of slgn_!ﬁ

asslgn_ed, to our Birm_inghgm Office, “or ,Robe}:t_ ?. Gemberling p‘::_qylpusly

< o

e
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Milton L, Newsom and Manning C. Claments. Current or former non--
they occupied at the time of the assarsination are as follows: Nancy J.""

. Collins, stenographic supervisor; Elva A. Jones, secretary to ASAC; -y iz
.¢ Wanda V. McElroy, stenographer; Jewell K, Gilstrap, atenographer{;&‘;éi-;,-:‘ i
: and L.’ Winifred Dixon, assistant chief clerk. Miss Dixon who 18 0 3. tiisy o

Jonger in the Bureau was the assistant chief elerk at the time of the:.
Rosassination and was serving as the chief clerk at the time of her =7
retirement. All of these people furnished statements advising that they

S The following émlﬂf;s’ees‘ who wera asnisne;i totbe Danas las

Hanley, Raymond C., Eckenrode, Alfred C. Ellington." Neninvesiigative. ”
personnel who were assigned to the Dallas Office at the time of the :..-.z.x!
acsussination or shortly thereafter and who are still 8o employed were .
also interviewed: T. Lanette Posey, Evalyn Middleton, and Apna D, ©
King. To varying degrees this group of individuais furnished some ‘==

cance was developad as a result o

{ these
Interviews. - VRt B TR S S ToI ORI £ B o s P Py

S5

*

© " 8A 3. V. Almon was interviewed on Septe e
Tenver, Colorado, Almon advised that it was comyoon knowledge inthe % . -
Dullas Office that Oswald did a fact visit the office two or throe days be--
fore the assassination of President Kennedy, that ho had left & threatening *
note with the receptionist which was addressed to SA Hosty. He claimed v
that it was also common knowledge that the note was not placed in Oswald's ' -
filo and was destroyed. He clabms that he never personally viewed the ik &
note. He stated that to his recollecticn the first reference he heard to the -~

“note. was several days following the assassination and he does not rocall -
" precisely which Agent first rhentioned its existence. He foels, however,*

that 5t was one of the following: Edwin D, Nuykendall (now retired), ;
W. Harlan Brown (now retired), Wallace R, Heitman (now retired),’
Richard E. Harrison (since resiygned), Robert M. Barreft, currently.
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~s ' referred to in this memorandum).’ According to Almoa, Mrs.- g &
%:+ - 1. mentioned the note ou several occasions and appeared to have some L% “yainid
* personal knowledge of it and may in fact have read it. Ee stated that *2~ .- -
according to the information he received the note made no reference to 5. %

President Kennedy but was a threat directed toward SA Hosty If he did _
" not stop harassing Oswald's wife. He sald that there was some dig~ 7 =
_cuesion among the Agents whose identities he does not now recall as to :, "3 -

 § whether the note constituted a violation of the law in Yiew of the threet 7 £5%. 7 ¥ -

., -

1." ’." .: s RN s
TZ¥ . mentioned tbis but he cannot now be certatn. .; .. ;::;Z’u"‘;s!_.xj-';x‘_;;f.
i L LI T : B T SR Mo 2 5
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R - - Continuing, Almon stated that be beard through an employee -
 of the Dallas Office, whose identity he cannot recall, that there wasa <
- meeting of supervisors and Agents coordinating the fuvestigation which =
_ wap held for the purpose of deciding what to do about the note. He szid -
" {his group would normally include Shanklin, Clark, Eowe, Hosty, . &, ia,'e
.. Cemberling, and Manning C. Clements (row retired).' He said that he - *+
* personally did not know what decision was made or who made the final-
decision but there was little discusslon pertaining to the note following =
- the meeting until the assassinction came before the Varrea Commission.
1e stated that following the relaase of the report by the Warren Com~ %7
_ miesion the matter subsidéd. hut would occasionally come up In conversas
. tion during Agent gatberings. ‘He recalled that on. one occasion one Agent

“#%4 % remarked that he wondered what tho Bureau Would do 1 they knew aboat /%
S 3

_ they never do find cut.” He said that he also recalls that SAs Drain and
Uivl E. Horton questioned what the ®srren Commissfon would have done
- had they known about the note and what would happen {f the nowspapars - ;+
. found out about it. Me advised that on another occanion Drain or Eorton i
made some reference to the maiter to A Anderton who remarked "% .
- do not know what you are talking ahout -~ I never saw the note, " leaving °
the mpression with Almon tbat he wantod nothing whatsoever to do with ~

' the matter, “... - o e e SRR T TR A 5

. -
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FEFOLITTT7T Almon also commented that during Juna, 1975, sh rti'y'.betol‘:év -

-

hia retirement, SA Ural Horton remarvked in the pi esence of Agents o7
" Griffin, Drain, Anderton and pessibly Hanley that he wondered what would
7. happen if the newspapers found! cut abmut the threatenng note and someone,
F#3' -7 porsibly Drain, replied, "Let's hopo tho newapapers never find out about ;.=
and the mniter was droppad.,. : : :
.. ‘. ‘- 74 N ..’.‘
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i% the note and they replied with words fo the effect *Yoa had better hope e Ce

"toan Agent, He thinks that possibly Gemberling or Hottman may have *I,? R
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*_He claims that he did not subsequently discuss it with Shanklin,
, or hayone else, He denies insiructing Hosty to desiroy the letter and i
_denles receiving any instructions fromn anyone else that he should tell
Hosty to destroy the letter. Be said be never kmew of the ultimate -
disposition of the letter. He claims he bas no recollection of having " .
prepared a memorandum or baving wade any written record of the note, - - . -
. . - . ._k‘- N

% .f .5%.7. Hows was confronted with the Information farnished by his ¢ % ;s

7 former secrotary. He advised he does not recall this nor under the; .7 "ac:¢ RN

+ clrcumstancss as they existed at that time cnn he categorically deny "‘.;‘jt‘:ff{,,gi.:; 2

"t didn"t bappen. He sald at that time the maiter wag still in the hands .- © -
of the SAC and until some adjudication by him he folt the matter should <
not be discussed. He claims that i eny decisioa was made that infor- =
mation concerning the note should or should not be included in a com~

_munication he had no part in that declsiom, - ..o nirr oy, shany

) s g ' T .- . RN . (O - '.;?:“ e .
ge Y7 ‘1 i%. ' OnBeptember 8, 1975, James R. Malley was interviewed at - . =, - -
7. ' Washington, D. C. Hé advised that on the date of the assassinationhe 1’57 % ~
" held the position of Number One Man to the Assistant Director of the . -7 ..
%20 - . General Investigative Division. He advised that on November 24, 1963, L
el lie received an instruction to proceed to Dallas, Texng, and arrived . .
there approximately 8:00 p.m. that evening. To bis recollectim he - .
; .» yeturned to Washington on December 12, 1963, He advised that at no’
" time d1d be ever hear of Oswald having visited the Dnllas Office or: . -
i bringing a note fo the Dallas Office until be read an article in the news-
“ papar in late August or early September, 1875. He also advised that at ™
_ po time during the period he was in Dallas, did he attend any conference
4=+ . at which there was any discussion concerning & note that had been .«
17~ - deliveredby Oswald. & . Goeticos Eie T NS

d LU B e 2

; - - Concerning Ruth Paine, it was determined on September 9,
- 1975, that she is currently residing at 222 Winona Straet, Philadelphia,
- Pennsylvania, telephone VI 9-6788, It was also delermined that as of

that date she was out of town and the expectod date of her return was -

- _not known, - . . . . T TS PR e ol e

- e ~ et ol ~

.-

: """ On September 10, 1876, SAC Jocoph J. Joeffler of our Columbla |
" Office was interviewed at Washington, DD, C. At tho time of the assassina= ' |
- tion there were four supervisery desks in 'allas, Ono was handled by SAC- - -

. Shanklin, one by ASAC Clark, one by 8A Hows and the-other by Leeffler, ..~ "
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_ The Attorney General .. ... i; p e ibe Al d%gin
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I8¢ - Loeffler advised that to his recollection he first learned of Oswald's ' #2%
¢ 1,visit to the Dallas Office probably sometime @uring the week of - ¢33 7
-'November 24, 1883. He does nit recall who informed him of this 4
and when the information was cooveyed to bhim he considered ft tobe ~
common knowledge in the office. Unti] reading it in the recent news-
papers he stated he was not avare Ut Oswald had left a note. He %
: advised that immediately following the assassination be was assigned ‘5.
{"to marshal the investigaticn and insure that approprinte leads wers :: =,
* recaiving expeditious attention. Be deonies that he was present at any -5°
.ify¥€s = tlme during any discussion concorning receipt of & note from Oswald 4. ;
475 or the decision to destroy suchamote, 5. il Vil Z TS -

'-','-”. . ,,_-’_-,—
-

.

R ‘ As you may recall, in Hosty's statement of July :
_ he advised that at the time he received the note he thought it was from
" " another subject of his, one Jimmy George Robinson, 8 Ku Klux Klan -5
% oo loader from Garland, Texas, Who had made a complaiat to the Dallag "«Z5¢ 3¢ .. !
: Office of the FBI alleging his civil rights had been vinlated by the Garland, B~

. Texas, Police Department. Hosty stated that be and snother Agent went %5~
" to Robinson's residence and not finding bim at home intexviewed his wife -
* whe gave a completely different version of his allegation agalnst the ..
. Garland Police Department. Her stateraent complately wiped out the
.o cl.v'll rights complaint according to Hosty, . .- 5.0 wogiisisily

. ¥
SO

o 5772 ¢ 431 The incident to which Hosty referred to is apparently A case

" hapdled by him in June, 19683. A copy of thé report §n connection with -,

_ thie-case is attached. In essence it discloses that Robinson was placed

=i " 4n jall in June, 1363, for assaulting bis wifa. While in jail his wife .

" mllowed Garland Police Dopartmoent officers to search his residence, =%,

fncluding the area which he clidmed to be his study. Me claimed his wife

hat no right to let the police mearch his office as it was not under hor .-
control, hence, he felt bis clvil rights had been violatad, As noted in

~ this report, Bosty in company with ancther Agent ntorviewed Robinson

wife on June 24, 1963. She said that wbile sti]l married to Robinson :-
.. gho left Lim following the assault on her person, $he stated that she =

" %.. allowed the police officers to conduct & search. ' o< g2

"
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3T Inthe Septomber 16, 1075, lasus of wEime™ magazine, there
: _ 8ppears an article.on page nineteen captionad **The Cswald Cover-up.”.i7.
“ qnie article makes reforencs to Ouswald's visit to the Dallas Office prior

4% 1o tno assassination and delivery of a fhreatening pota. .This arti
R R L BRI L ST UL L SRy SLL T g R BT 2 ety
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j ;g\ gt clalmn that FBI sourus closo to the invost!pdon believe that the noh ,':,“3 s

L

1"t was more ominous than Kelley (Director) implied and that the Bureaun's: e
Inepectors have learned that Oswald specifically threatened to take w2447 -
action against the Government, This article points out that acco:-ding
to present and former FBI officials Joha P. Mohr, then the Bureau's -
administrative chief, told the Dallag Agents to destroy jt. Cootinuing, -
. the article claims that Mohr, who retired in 1972, denles any knowledge fy s

o . of Oswald's note or its disappearance. 8o too do hu former aides in —-14-,. -

g 1 the Administrative Division, Nicholag P, Callahan, James B;' Adams,;ﬁ*- j 3

g _ % and Eugens W, Walsh,  The article notes that the continuing FBI invu-;»q,
_f tigation is especially sensltivs becauae tbese men aow hold three of tha
°  Bureau's nva top jobs. - : ; R .,.v_‘._.

Sl — Sworn statements have been obtained !rom Messrs. John )
B RS X 2:, Mohr, Nicholas P, Callahan, James B, Adams, and Eugena W, Walsh -
oA ln which tbey categoricany denied these nllegauonl. i f.;. % HH “-,“!. -,
i 'd:d . f. b ) On Septomber 11, 1975 an.ndy Smith of "Timo" magaz!nl
soRy md thc author of the above-mentioned “Time" article of September 15
ST 1975, came to Bureau Headquarters to see Mr. Adems. Mr. Smith -~
had previously indicated a degire to talkk with Mr. Adams. On this oc-
casion Smith was advised that his article troubled Mr. Adams bacause -
' for the first time thore was an allegatica that any cover-up wich might .-
- have taken place could be an jnstitutional cover-up by Involvement of :»:,
' ¥BI superiors in Washington concerning the Oswnld note.- Mr. Adams :
noted that if Smith did not act §n good faith ba preparation of the article *
and 1f he could not back it up such could be construed as being malicious’
and grounds of libel. Mr. Smith strted that be had received this infor-:
mation from four, five, or six separate officials, present or former, .
_snd he was certain the Information was true, He was asked ifallof
these sources specifically clnimed to have personni knowledge or had "
fust heard that such might be the case and had heard Mr, Mohr bad
ordered the destruction of the note, Be replied that only one of his <
sources claimed to have perscnal knowladge Mr. Mohr told the Dallas
- Ageats to destroy it and the other sources lad var ying degrees ot AL

¢ provlde any leads leading to the ‘Ydentitication of his sources, He sald
. be reauzed that h!s anegation was most mamrial to our lnquiries and.
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" ncognizod ha my bo forced to produco tho Idonﬁty o! hu sourcu
“: through a 1ibel suit or other action and then they could tell their atory ;
as they told it to bim which would elearly show be acted on Informa- :
tion coming from individuals who had provided lim with reliable infore :
' mation fn the past, He did define official as someone above the Special 5
. Agent level and would fall within the range of Special Agent supervisor .
J. 1 or a top official, either present or former, During this conversatioa i-(*

i, Mr, Smith also stated that some of his sources indicated that evq;‘ Ay i
iz, Mr, Boover knew about this; however, he did not include i in the F* f"% EEES

. article because there was a conflict between his sources in thu reprd %
and he confined his article to mt the sources agreed upon

: In view of the above Information , it was determined tbat It
. tbis point it would be essential to juterview those employees and former,
*§5, 7 employees who were involved fu the chain of command in the two - : i 2
Fgri ¢ ; divisjons at Bureau Headquarters who were engaged ia Beadqmrten v
¢ . """ pupervision of the assassination case as well as othor indiyiduals who %
_hod various reporting resxx:nzibmuel. v i ,‘--.‘-: i 2 I Ik

--X
< -

. Inview ofthe above, Mr. John P. Mohr was reintervlewed :
on September 12, 1975, and the results of this inferview were recorded .
by FD-302, Mr. Mohr was sdvised of the fnformaticn which Mr, Smith
" had furnished and he advised that he had no intention of filing a libel - <=}
. sult because of the high costé involved and the fact that he was alramdy P o
* evgaged in a suit which may prove financially burdensome., Nevertheless,
he stated that if there was sorae way in which the Government could file .7
a sult in his behalf be would be more than willing lo appear before any -«
body, including a grand jury to testify to the accuracy of his prior sworn
gtatement in which he denied having any kncrwledge of the Oswald visit :
mtu it appeared in the newspapen. * e e

- The two d!visiona having !he lnvest!g'.\uve responslbmtlen
w!th reyard to the assassination were the Domestic Intelligence Dlvlsion

and the General Investigative Division. The following individuals were

fnterviewed and title as of the time of the assassination and current etatul

as to whether epiplo or retired are got orth™ ptheticall b(mide
" each name: d m {?g:eptlm is James Hﬂndley‘;“ im is d eceXe w-

was in the chain.of command and who was dlrectly anolved ln su;ervlelng
. the assassinauon caso.) : 733

.
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'fi £ '_';\ | ¥ polmoct (Aastaiant to the Pirector S7 H 71EE

4} kA “Investigative = retired). ' Mr. Belmoot 18 seriously 3 shep
*'§11 and therefore no effort was made to obtain aa ¥ -
" Interrogation; Advice of Rights torm ora norl
statement from him. Bl S

Sterung B. Donahoe (Inapector. oNumblr Om m
. _‘to uirqq B.lmm L4 mxl‘.d}., q ' ;rq._ * Et tﬂ .\h‘f 1»'0-_.'. .}:.'ni p
: '.' 3. 2

g "* ap . .. :
i' Alox Ronn (Au!stant Dtreotor, Genonl Innstigatin G2 e
Division - retlrod). PR L L i : i AR

James R, Malley Unapedor -Number One Man to .-

Assistant Director, General !nvostigatlve Dlvlslcn)

Bee prior tntervtew of Mr. Malloy. e Lot A :
1‘ O" .l

--4

f\.

. f_ Jamea Bandloy (deoeaaod tmt at the time of the .
- assassination was the Section Chief of the Crimlnll :
Section, General Invesugative Dlvtalon) i

Henry A. Schutz (Unit Chief, Crtminal Section, Geneul
Investigattve Division - retired) ~

P I
- " .

;y% L AL SR i '~4' H e

W . ShRTE _

Ay " Richard D, Rogge and Fletcher D. Thoropson (oth 1y .
aj 1t " Supervisory Special Ageats, Criminal Section, :&.23x % ’ ; :
" General Investigntive Diviaion, who had reportlng B iod

- pesponsibilities and who arrived in the Dallag Office
on November 25, 1983, to assist in the preparatlon, o! %e
the initial communlcatlons. Rogge 18 ourrently R
employed 'rhompsm s rotired.) Cpem

A pv-

Wmiam C. Suluvan (Acsistant Director, Domestic
!ntelugence Divlslon retlrod). : ;.; .
"Joseph A, Sizoo (lnapector -Number Ono Man,
Domestic Intemgnnce Div!eion - rottred).

Donald E. Moore (tnsx

Domest!c lntelugenca
mrn i VA
o Sl e v ¥

L pysy
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L f{ T mmnm A Bm!m (Soct!on Chief Eap!onagc Scctlon, s‘

bt Domestic Intelligence Division = curront cmployve). 3ty i
‘.4..: : 4-...‘.. e ,;,._4.3.’”0,, O el t‘-'-" T q,iz "'\,#¥ ?ly;i
-~ 27 EbertT. Turner, W, Marvin Gheesling, Lambert L.
e _ Anderson, and Charles D, Brennan (Supervisory .57
- Special Agents who were responsible for various =5 =
. ~ aspects of the investigaticn and/or reporting rcspon-,
. Im% - sibilities, Andersov is & current omplovec, 'hanau
sA R, tho other three sre retired.) ", ivyy . ¢ FAN
% e T L EER T g
‘ With tbe excoptions of Bullmm and 'r\amer, ‘all of the a!orc-
mentioned advised that they bad no knowladgc whatsoevor ot Oswald'l &
visit and the leavingotanotc.-a-..;f DT e L
' With regard to Elbert 'l'. 'rumor. !ollowmg the rocent
publicity concerning the Oswald visit and note, he recalled that while :
. be did not remember any threatening note by Oswald he did bave & >.'%,
vngue recollection that Oswald bad complained to the Dallas Office’ - <7
concerning Inquiries made about his wife. According to Turner, he %
helieved he received this knowledge from reviewing some communlca-
tinn $n the Bureau file and has no recollection of discussing this ':-4"
Osvald complaint with anyone, Mr. Turner sald he is reasonably sure” i
_ that his recollection of Cswald's complaint to the Dallas Office was not
" based on seeing the results of SA Hosty's interviaw of Oswald on .{ -5

- November 22, 1963, at thc Danns Follce Department.- x ,; o v’"g*m

A
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" ‘Based on thc inmal lnterviow wnh Mr. 'rurner and m: ¢
recollection, he was reinterviewed and exhibited 8 copy of & leuer
dated November 9, 1963, \vrltten by Lee H. Oswald to the Sodet

AR t >¢C§§“; :_7

o "Tbe Federal Buroau ot Investlgation ls not now
" interested in my activities in ths progressive organi
T gation 'Fair Play For Cuba Committee’, of whichI -

- . was secretary in New Orleans (state Loulaiana) gince
“" " Ino longer reside in that state, However, the F.B.L"
. . has visited us hero in Dallag, ‘Texas, on November lst.
Agent James P, Hasty warned me that 3f I engaged in };
. F.P.C.C, activitlas in Texas thc F.p _I will again K
. take an 'interroat'lnme. FRRETR, i bk

-#;
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g1t Yo 3> whe foregoing was placed fn & sworn statement by Almon, =\ s,
a3 +:In addition, he advised that based on vague racollection he soems to L -5l :
%57 - yecall a conversation with former investigative clerk Robert G. Renfro -3

. wherein Renfro stated that he had either handled or saen the note In - ;
" question. (Renfro 1s no longer an employee of the Bureau.) He also .
_ commented based solely on his opinion that Joseph J. Loeffler originally -
o -’ bad the Kennedy assassination assigned ;3_111'12 a::d "h?d to,-kng'w, a.boutli:&",‘:»g‘e
Wi A N L RS SR .,,‘.._-."._;‘2:\3;5_'4_ AT B R,
(L -y relerring to e Qewald sl and ot [Nl BEERESRSA AR
LR i On September 8, 1875, BA Kenneth C, Howe was reintarviewed '~ o
af Washington, D. C. It maybe recalled that Howe furnished three state~ i -
o ments in July of this year. In addition to that information which b . >tz
¢ . previcusly furnished Howe advised that while he can't remember specifically - ..
why he knew the note in question was from Oswald he knows it was elther- .-

. gigued by him or Oswald's wife's name, Marina, was mentioned merain.""-ff‘ﬁ

.- He stated at that time they had & case on Marina and be knew her tobe A
’: the wife of Lee Harvey Oswald. :Be rocalled that the note was on plain : 755y
" paper and was either handwrittan ot hand printed and was threatening in ="<-
. nature elther concerning some pction Cswald said he was going to take
- posaibly against SA Bosty or agninst tho FTI office, He sald that be
 can't remember whether he found the note before or after Oswald wag i
_ shot but believes it was after, He hdvised that he found the note in Hosty's
" workbox and considered it of sufficient hinport to be brought to the atten-
+. tion of the SAC and took it immediately to SAC S8hanklin. He can't vk
" remember what wording he used to convey to SAC Shanklin what be had °
but knows that Shanklin was made aware by him of whot he bad, Be- ‘!
recalls that Shanklin's reaction was to wave him away and say, *Ton't,
toll me about it. ¥ don't want to hear or I don't want to Jmow anything
about it." He said from this reaction it was his impression that Shanklin
had possibly Leard of the existence of tho note before but be does not

T knowthistobeafact, - . oo
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70 Contiming, Howe slated that he cannol remember whether he
" oft the note with Shanklin but feels that at that point one of three tbings o
4. had to have occurred: (1) He Jeft {he pote with Shanidin; (2) He returned
', the pote to Hosty's workbox; or (3) le held the nofo and personally gave -
77:. . §tto Hosty., He claims that he subrequantly told Boaty what had happened |
‘.. but he does not recall having any discursion with him concerning it. He -
¢ I slated that at that stago ho felt §t was a raatier for the SAC to resolve L4
P34 ¢ with Hosty and having told both about the matter he took no furthor action.,
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'rhe Auomy General SRR ,
oERXT Fomt URE =3
'-i?"-fi'-’:'~ ~™This agent aho ‘suggested wuammcmam S
TR L thusbo could remain in the United States under ¥. B.L%
-!‘;? % % “\protection’, that {3, sbe could defect from the Soviet
o " Union, of course, I and my wife strongly protestod 3
these tactics by the notorloul l’.B I." ~

~ After reviewing th!s parﬂcular Oawald lsttor, 'Nrner statod
'whih be cannot be absolutely certain that this particular communica-v
1 ton {8 the material he thought he had seen ia the Burean fil¢ he doss’ ”éi
' pow recall having seen this particular Jetter in the file and bolieves 1t N
' was most likely the communication that he referred to when be m n~_f
initially interviewed. (it is noted that full details concerning this - ,wgh
particular Oswald letter were made availabb to and mbnshed ln the "=
uarren Commisaion report.) e Gwniime = ope ey N L
T wath regard to Mr. Sumvan, telephmic-‘armgaments were
- made cu September 12, 1978, to interview him on the following 'ruesday._,. ks
" at his residence in New Hampshire. He subsequently advised on i+3:d =
September 15, 1975, that he had confiicting schedules and wondered bk
__§f our questions could be submitted through our Boston Office and he R
would then respond to them. During this discussion he agreed, however,
* . to meet with Bureau representatives on the moraing of September 18, :£3
. . 1975, He refused to sign an Interrogation; Advice of Rights form and ;
7+ " also refused to be placed undar oath, However, upon arrival of the ¢*;
. .. . Inspector he made available a thrée-page typed statement concerning ﬁa‘*—ﬁt
"' this matter. . Among. bther tldngs, Mr. Sullivan in his statement noted -;
that on one occasion during 8 convergation with Mr, Shanklin the *:
- 1 atter mentioned that he had aternal personnel problems in the Oswald
.case because one of his Agents (tho name was not given to Sullivan or -
if 80 he has forgotten) had recetved while Oswald was alive a threatening -
letter from him because of the Agent's invastigation of Oswald. According
to Sullivan, be raised a question as to the details and Shanklin ssemed 3555
disinclined to discuss it other than to say he was handling it as a pere- ;
sonnel problem with Mr. J. P. Mohr. He advised he did not press the -
matter and they went on to other toplcb. Further, no mention wag <
, mnde of anyuung being destroyed & : *3,

: e Continulng, Mr. Sumvan advised that tn another later eon--f“ :
) vorsatlon Mr. Shanklin menfioned to him that Director J. Edgar Boovgr 4
§ ‘Was turious a! one of his Agents, James lIosty, and was golng to givo o
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The Attorney Geperal - 0 . - o T T |

o> . hima transfer cut of Dallas, When e fnquired why Ehanldin replied i -
& p that Mr, Boover did not like the way Mr, Hosty had handled his part. ", %% -
‘ol the Oswald investigation, it was then Mr, Shanklin told Sullivan s

~ {hat {t was Hosty who had received the threalening message trom i3 %127
" Oswald before the assassination, - He stated that Shaoklin did mot ..*

-

mention that any message had been destroyed, = ; . - ii%
s : Mr, Sullivan, at the Inspector's request, added an addendum ',
i+ : tohis statement moting that the conversation be had with Shanklin ¢on= .- -
‘% cerning cus of his Agents who bad recelved a threatening message from 7S L
!+ ‘Oswald occurred subsequent to the assassination, He further stated ’ @~ -
* il that at mo time was he present ar did he have any knowledge whatso.'z
. aver of the identities of anyone who made & decision fo destroy an °
alleged threatening note delivered by Oswald to the Dallas FBI Office, -

e A S e Ao

S

James H, Gale, Assisiant Direclor of (e Inspection Division )
= at the time of the assassination, conducted two internal inquiries come 13770 -
] % cerning the Bureau's jnvestigation of Lee Harvey Oswald prior to the g-tios o
Tii%: i+ assassination, -In view of this, Mr. Gale was interviewed, - He advised <. %7 ¢ ¢
F=™ % that he bad no Jaowledge of the Oswald vislt until he yead about it in .=
2% pecent newspaper articles, He recalls that a few days following the
* aseassination and it may have been the following Monday, which be .
knew was a holiday, he was ealled to the office at tha fnstruction of
. Mr, Hoover, He said he met with Mr, Hoover and former Assoclate
. Plrector Clyde A, Tolson ia Mr, Hoovexs oflice for spproximately two
% <. hours, . During that period of {ime Mr, Hoover instructed Mr, Gale to
%3] ' econduct & thorough inquiry as to the Bureau's haniling of the Oswald 775
 case, He recalls Mr, Hoover stating that in his opinton there probably °...
. would be a Presidential commission which would review the Bureau's -:%-
" ° handling of this matter and he wanted to be certain that it had been =
properly handled, If on the contrary there were shortcomings and .
delinquencies Mr, Gale was inetructed to thoroughly report same and .
in fact Mr, Hoover specifically stated nLeave no stone unturned and > %
fet the chips fall where they may, " He also stated, "This {5 undovbtedly
the most jmportant responeibility I have given you since you have beea -
.. inthe FBL"™ According to Mr. Gale, Mr, Hoover reiterated this &
. *+ number of times during the interview with eropbagis, - 33

Py :

James P, Hosty was tré!ntctvi-ew.ec:l on September 2.2., 1975.

.. Rosty stated that his best recollection is that the nole len_h;_OSwgld £
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The Attorney General e e
£ . was in the nature of & complaint, bomplainiug about Hosty baving inter-’.

%2 3 ylowed Oswald's wife. He stated that be recalls it said, “If you baye =3~

¥ -+ anything you want to learn about me come talk to me directdy,” and that *: -,
tle note concluded, "I you don'tcense bothering my wife, I will take . = -
appropriate action and report this to proper aufhorities.” He dossa't = .
recall a signature and doesn't recall Cswald’s wife's name being - = > -
mentioned. He still maintaina that at the time he received the notobe * * -

.- thought it was from & prior subject, Jinmy George Robinson, but - i ‘o[-

. realizes, "how stupid such an agsumption was oo my fart" when advised % -
i that his interview with Robinaoa took place in June, 1963, 7.5 713 580
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RN * " According to Hosty, about sa hour followinz his interview ... X
- of Oswald on the day of the assassipation he recelved & message atthe ... . -
police department to return to the Dallas Olfice. Upon reporting to - el
Mr, Shanklin's office be recalls Mr. Skanklin and Mr, Bowe belng - "
* % :present, They had Hosty's workbox in their poszession and either | ~ =
*3 .*’ Shanklin or Howeshowed him the note from Oswald and asked what = .. ™ -
2 tbe note was all about. He then explained his previous
# Mrs, Paine and Oswald's wife at the Faino residence on November 1,y
1363, and the vehement protest thit Cswald bad made to him during -
the interview on November 22, 1963. . R

O IS - After explaining this to Mr. S8hanklin, ba Snstructed him to
57, - . set forth in memorandum form the Informaticn which he had orally EERE
., - explained, making specific reforence to the note, Mo stated he dictated ;
" . this memorandum as instructed to Miss Martha Connally (now Martha : -
Campbell) and that the memorandum was addressed to the SAC under “~
the caption "Lee Harvey Oswald, aka; IS - R - Cuba,"” He stated he ad T
* not have the note from Oswald in his possession when he dictated this =~ -
*. sonemorandum, it baving been left witb Mr. Shanklin, He said the memo= ~
. yandum when typed was an original and ocue copy And was possibly three -

or four pages in length. He said he remained in the office while - .-
Miss Connally transcribed his dictation and when it was completed -
. carried the memorandum to Mr, Shanklin and §t was probably about -
Lo 8:00 or 0:00 p.m, He handed this memorandum to Mr, Shanklin and ;.-
© .’ yecalls no pertinent comment ynade at that tlme, -2 el g0
o _ According to Hosty, nothing fuxther occurred conceraing 7
this memorandum and the Oswald note until Sundny, November 24, 1663, "
j 7. Hie sald he was on duty in the office on that tate handling various dutles ~. °
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The Attorney General

. when he learned that Oswald lud boen ohot and htor learned thathl X
. - had died., " Approximately two hours Iater he recelved word from “"; MR+
** Mr. Howe that Mr, Shanklin wanted to talk to both of them and they %7 el
proceeded to Mr, Shanklin's office, On entering Mr., Shanklin statod =
"Ogwald {s dead now, There will be no trial.” Hs then banded Hody
his memorandum of November 32, 1083, with the nole from Oswald -
" attached and told him to get rid of #. He claims the memorandum had
. - mot been block stamped or serialired. Be tore up both coples of the i?:i r
.’ ypemorandum and the note in the presence of Shanklin and Howe and : ‘a Ky dt .
-, threw them #n the wastepaper hasket in Mr, SBhanklin's office.’ He ,\:‘.__. el it
" advised that Mr, Shanklin then said "Get rid of #t, get 5t out of harc.
He said he then took the torn pieces out of tho wastepaper basket,
left Mr, Shanklin's office, went to the men's wash room and nushed :
the scraps of paper down the commode. le said that no one was \vtth :
hhn when he did this. .

~ Sl "t : t o2 ;-:', :;'.;'_-4‘{:.',-. % ':u YT ’31;, f,.

e o S Mp, Hosty also advised that on Noverbor 28, 1963, he EiEE
Wy lnferviewed Ruth Paine and during this interview sbe made available ‘5
to Hosty what appeared to be 2 rough draft handwriiten letter prepared
by Oswald and addressed to the Soviet iebassy at Washington, D. C,
He gald that on the following Monday or Tuesday, November'25 or 26
1268, in preparation to dictate the reculte of his Interview with
Mrs. Paine he was not surehaw, to report Oswald's rough draft lotter =
o0 he went to discuss the matter with Mr. S8hanklin. He said he told 3
“. Mr. Shanklin be had a letter from Oswald which meuntioned Hosty's :-;»?:;.‘

.-+ name and Shanklin became highly excited and agitated and started = ...

- mcreaming at him, stating *I thought I told you to get rid of that letter.
Get rid of it." Ho realized tbot Mr. Sbanklin had boen under extreme
pressure, possibly verging on & nervous breakdown and decided not to’
discuss the matter with him further and left. On leaving Mr. Shanknn'
olfice he met SA Bardwell D, Odum who had apparently overheard .-
Mr. Shanklin yelling at him and inquired as to what the problem was.

*." Ba claims he then told Odum what had transpired and at that point, >
- according to Bosty, Ocdum confided fn him that on Iate Saturday nlght :
November 23, or the early morning hours of the 24th, 1663, he, Odum
had been sent by Mr. Shanklin to interview Mrs, Prine in order to .+~
vorify Hosty's story as to his prior foterviow of Mrs. Palue and Marina
Quwald on November 1, 1963 and to dutermine ll he had in any \vay
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§A5 et 5377 According to Bosty, Odum told him that Mrs. Paine bad §-1< 2%, 1
% : ndvised Mm that she bad given Hosty Ogwald's rough draft letter o 5 R

**" the Russlan Embassy but had retainad & copy of the rough draft that .
" sbe bad made in her own handwriting. Odum told har that she should -
give him the rough draft which she did, Odum sajd that he took this

rought draft to Mr; Shanklin sometime o the 24th or 35th of November

.. . and told Mr, Shanklin about it and that Mr, Shanklin told Odup "l - &%
% - 4+ thought I told Hosty to get rid of that note," and according t Odumi.;‘s;f;’ib hoL.

PN 'y ke s B $aegets %’,’,$-._;. Yoty "". o
£ Mry Shanitn pecape pystosionly 1 i it Sl dmatiaegges 0
2 T0 S Hosty advised that at & Jater date the rough draft which'he *=.7" 7 ‘
“: . had obtained from Mrs. Paine was forwarded to the Bureau and that -
following submission of it to FBI lleadquarters Mr. Shanklin said to '
~ him that he apparently had misunderstood Liosty about the rough draft -
. %, of the Jetter and agd n asked Bosty if he bad gotten r1d of the earlier °-"
F~ 2 Jetter by Oswald as instructed by Sbavklin and Hosty assured him ¢hat =
syt 5 bobad, e e T 8 B2 I STy B s
$Eii, S R ETTR R S RN L ST T T SR At ) LEM I Sl Lo s

LI on Septeu;ber 540' :

SEL AT

a.:
i

: ‘1975, & review of the files of the Dallag /%
Office verified that 8A Hosty bad interviewed Mre, Faine on November 28, -
1063, and be prepared an exhibit envelope cn that same day and placed -
in the appropriate file the rough draft lotter to the Soviet Embassy - -
‘ prapared by Oswald and referred to above, This peaticular specimen -
ba . of Oswald's handwriting was forwarded to the FBI Leboratory by Dallas
T4 "7 * airfel dated January 23, 1964, The Dallas files 2180 verify that oa 5%+ -
" November 24, 1963, SA Odum did interview Mrs. Paine and on that *:
‘ i» game date prepared an exhibit envelope for the file and included therein
... acopy of & letter he received from Mrs, Pajne. This exhibit was * s
=% peturned to Mrs. Paine on April 28, 1064, .. . .o .nwes

s Martha Ann Campbell, nee Counally, was re )
Beptember 23, 1975. Mrs, Campbell was exhibited that portion of the .
affidavit furnished by Hosty on Septembar 22, 1975, as it relates to <
his dictation of 2 memorandum to then Mies Connally. She advised :
that she had no recollection of SA Hosly diclating such a momorasdum,
£bs said he may have but at this thne she elmply caonot recall it, ;i

DIt - :

D254 pormer SA Bardwoll D, Odusi was inferviewed on Septombor 24,

e

1675.

LA He advised that until ha read recent newsrapas publicity be Ql)md Vil e
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*i1 any statement to Mr. Hosty at any time that Mr. Bhauklin had ever’ AR

FY)
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.- view Mrs. Palne except on ons occasion when Mr. Shanklin stated go
;h _back out there and be sure we don't miss anything. .. &lu g
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" “'or anyone else to destroy anytling.” He stated that any statement by, e
an Agent of the FBI pertaining to the destruction of anything which -4 "<~

P

!

» peceived a long-distance telephone call from Ruth Paine, who is now .
L 7 ;
i1 telked about Oswald being in the Dallas Office of the FBI and he replied -

it
L

1
».
*
L

“. - . glad to hear him say that because she bad baen called by 2 newspaper -

- . ‘ y .. ‘-.h- L e D

Th. Atwmy mnem e e bt goe G . b s > Ly
wever heard any referencs made {o's note lft by Oswald for Hosty or =% AN
that Oswald had ever been in the Dallas Office of the ¥BI,. That portion ;3.° - 5"
of Bosty's statement of September 23, 1975, dealing with Mr, Odum - -..% R
wns read to him. Mr, Odum stated that ba recalled obtaining & note T aede
in Mrs. Paine's handwriting which was & copy of romething she had =
already turned over to the FBI and thinks it 18 the same notethat

Hosty's statement talks about, However, Odum stated he did not make

I

eald anything to Mr. Odum about destroying anything or telling Hosty BN

P TR v

might be considered evidence would be a mnatter which would be so ..
ymusual that be would not forget it. Moreover, Cdunm advised that be
does not recall ever specifically being sent by Mr. Shanklin to intere

PR

-
e
e .
R S

G

. ettt

oy e T
R Voo & -
" --z,-'-g,’;‘f’:':,.‘-'}t_,t

i v . .
R S A

1 *¥°" % As 16 Interviewing Mrs, Falne on'a Iate Saturday evenin
or early morning hours of the following day, he does not recall ever .
making a visit to Mrs, Paine's houge at "such an ungodly hour."
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Odum also advised that apbrwimately three weeks ago he
iving in Philadelphia, Pennsylvanis, She asked Odvm if they had ever
that be could not recall any such tonversation. Ehe stated she was ~:;" o

reporter who asked her about Oswald being in the FEI office. She told :* *
Ocdum she informed the reporter that she had never heard about him -
being in the office and the reporter then read that portion ofber =%
testimony before the Warren Commnission wherein she advised that -
Oewald had claimed be had been there bLut that she Jater found out it
was not true. He said that ber reaction to this was 3t sounded like * -
something she might have gaid although she still had no recollection = %% ",
of the event itself. She told Odura that the reporter askel ber how . 7.7
she had checked to find out that the clim of Oswald was a lie and told .~
Gdum that since he was ber primary contact at that time she felt that -
if sho had checked it would have been with Odum, . LY
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27 %%" . Ruth Paine was telephonically contacted on Septomber 25, -+ :
1975, She advised of her tolephonlc-contact with both the newspaper
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- The Attorney General - ' - )
:: seporter and former SA Odurs. ‘She stated the purpose in calling Odum . ;
& 3. was to alert him that she had received a call from & reporter, She ;¥ .

12- gAyised that to the best of her recollection Oswald visited Marina at ™,
Mrs. Paine's apartment the weekend of November 8, and she believes "
that it was on this weekend that Oswald told her be had visited the . - "2~
Dallas Office of the FBI and was upset concerning the visit the prior ., .. .
week by SA Hosty to the Paine residence, Sbe stated she doesnot _ ... .

~ N

* . recall anyone specifically telling her but ghe learned later on that s2 LT

3, her attention when the newspaper man read her testlimony before the ;- 3 i
2" Warren Commission to her.  Her only explanation was that prior to .~ '5,_"‘5"_-" .
testifying before the Commisejon she had been in contact with SA Odum .~ ~
& number of times and it was her thought that pogsihly Odum had told -
her that Oswald had never gone to the FBI office. Sbe stated that Odum -

XY CORE S N WU 4 T g L e A
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Dogy. o Tl e A Y e T Cadd
$: e~ 7 "My, Shanklin was reinterviawed on Septomber 24,7 1975.° He

S the two affidavits furnished by Hosty and the affidavits of Ural Horton . :° -
=77 of July 38, 1975, and of Marian F. Rcberts of September-6, 1975, as -
. well as the FD-802 concerning tha Intorviow of William C. Sullivan, .-

‘-§.

He categorically denied having any knowledge or recollection of Howe ... -
- ever bringing the matters he mentioned to Shanklin's attention either . - Fr

" - of Hosty ever discussing with him Oswald being in the office or leaving . " .-
of & note or telling him to typs up a niemorandum and later telling him - -
to destroy it. He does remember a conversation with Ural Horton con= - -
cerning Hosty. He recalls that be mentioned to Horton that be had seen .. -
Hesty & mouth or two previously and Hosty was still upset over what - -~ ...
Hosty claimed to be unjust criticism of his handliug of the Oswald case. .. -
Hia said that be does not personally recall Horton mentioning a note and = .
not knowing anything about it. As boe recalled it was just a general - e

i statement as to whether Hosty was a well-balanced Agent. - .

: " Concerning Sullivan's corments, My, Skanklin stated that -- .
he §s completely at a loss to vnderstand any cominents Sullivan made =~
 concerning their conversation regarding any note recelved from Cswald, "< :
.. He said he did discuss the Oswald investigation on 8 number of occasions "
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' Oswald bad not goas to the Dallar Office of the, FBI and it only canie t975-1 7

tecently told her he never knew that Oswald had come to the Dallas “_-‘;:;;:,:* " .

was allowed to review the four affidavits previously furnished by Howe,™:" - " b

: .. before or after the assassination. He also had no independent knowledge A, -0
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H55" L} vitn Sullivan and cortainly Basty's sarae came up, pasticalariy In cons. 1=
¢ " pection with the allegation that Oswald was an ¥BI informant.~ Be also-+¥.

® .2 potes that on 2 pumber of occasiona be may have dfscussed disciplinary -

" I action against Hosty and other Agents with Sallivan and certainly With =335
- John P. Mohr but categorically denied that there was any such comnment : -

made as it relates to a nots, Sbanklin pojoted out timt be had no knowl-, B

edge of the receipt of such 2 nlettsr and therefore nsver discussed same S
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_/¥0: 1 with any Bureau official. He also denles having any knowledge of & “. &
It m:oun'gm ‘gtezeay mpxr;g,t&r.,u: purpose,of making 8 decision 57
Uitk L am ther the note should be destroyed: i3>t T L R T T T S

,,éxv Bleop e L At R 2] s (?#3 a1 t'-h”}‘f:‘:"i i :
R B T e, Shanklin in his statement noted that he remained on duty ‘i -

" at the Dallas Office from the day of the assassination until approximate
7 -~ 11:00 p.m., G0 November 23, without sleep or rest. When be went - ..
wa - lome on that date to get some rest it was not possible and he returned “=7
X * r.- tothe office at approximately 1:00 a.m., On Sunday, November 24, 19863, .
ey 4 and remained on continucus duty again witbout any rest until about 4:00 5,
TiAv: .. P, on Monday, November 25, 1063, ‘From that time untll some ten >
et - days after, the only rest he received was fipproximately four hours per &=

: day at a nearby hotel, Mr. Shanklin desired to point this out for ths
purpose of showing the conditions that existed in connection with the ==~
L assassination, the killing of Oswald, and all of the gubsequent investiga-
;, -, Honsand therefore by no stretch of the imagination could he remember .=
¥+ 2 ° each and every telephone call, teletyps, or couvereation that t‘ranspired_--.‘
w2~ 1. during this extended poriod o't SImo.;:-, ;;4 .;,,-w" Ei%ﬁ 7 el L
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2700077 7 1t ehould be moted that on Beptember 2, 1975, Tom Johnson, 3
- publisher of the Dallas »Times Herald" told SAC Theodore L. Gunderson
of the Dallas Office that he was {nformed that the secretary who was -~
the recipténtist of Oswald's letter had mentioned the note to a friend ' -
and that this friend subsequently wrota a leiter to Mr. Shanklin "some *
time back” asking Mr, Shankln shout the disposition of Oswald's note. o
, Mr, Johnson asked for confirmation of this information and was informed
- that beyond Mr, Kelley's original press yelease no comment could be =
S m:odo. Mr. Shanklin in his statement advised he no.y?r recelved such
fa ttoro". - e W ST T -;.~-'- < } . w2
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- As previously noted on page 7, SA Gomborling was not avalls:
Aci, . able for fnterview in view of the hanrt attack he had suffered on August 3,
R S 1978, - Septembher 16, 1975, from Howard E, Heyer, M., R‘gf i
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* £ to the SAC in Dallas, Dr, Heyor advised {tat he would advise againgt R
¥ * Gemberling being put under any undue stross oF strain, physical or 7/ 7 ="
i* ‘mental, for at-least another moath and at that time : & :
what future activities would ba advisable, .- i i:oa- :

As noted previously, Howe was reinterviawed e
1975, at Washington, D. C. Following his return to his office
:: , mont, Ban Diego, ha mailed a note postmarked September.14, . vy
=" gubstance be advised that he still cannot recall many things concerning &% 2",
_ . this matter but notes the following. He claims that it was after the assas-, £y
>" mination of President Kennedy and the arrest of Oewald as the probabls ¥ /" .
assassin that he first knew of Fenner's contention that an individual who f
had been to the Dallas Office sometime previously and had letanote - .- .
for Hosty had been Oswald, He claims he became aware of this infor-_"
mation from Fenner berself, either directly or to someone else within }.

fs bearing. He advised that he surmised that the note might have br - &or
fna or Oswald. ;He . ;
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i1 1 ymust bave Bad in it some mention of the pame Mar :
3, " claimed that he now clearly knows without qualification when be found
7 i the note he associated it not with the Oswnld case as such but rather *
with the note Feaner had been talking about. Accordingly, he states :
as follows, "1 find it nocessary to say there well might not have been
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" *  auything in the note itself to tdentify it with Oswald or any other such
= ndividual,® o o - oelY R Tt e Ty il R !
RN At e YR RPN I A <8 i
g5 .7 -7 Upon your review of ¢ memorandum and its ; .
%2 1t would be appreciated if we could have fur :
e this entire matter. .. .. - ;:i. ,‘ Foil :
© .« " Attached 1s an indéx advising the page location fo

4 gtatoments and where other nuuerufl can bo located,
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-{ - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclo

't .. 1 - Assistant Attorney General - "%
Criminal Division (Enclosure) -
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