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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -

= ’”*igpu. After the death of John Fitzuerald Kennedy and

o IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
: FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS.

' Plaintiff

and JAMES B, RHOADES, ARCHIVIST
‘OF THE UNITED STATES, GENERAL ... .. .-
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, R ke

T T Defendants ERE

-

L COMPLAINT'

_ The plaintirt, ror his cause or action auainst tne
United Sbates of America, alleges and states as rollows. .

ﬁl. The Jurisdicbion is vesbed in this court under

the provision of 5 U.S.C. Sections 1001 1011, and more f
parbicularly under the provisions of the Federal Publie T
Records Law, Public Law 89-487, 80 Statutes 250 (1966); and
venue 18 granted to thio sourt under the provisiOns of 2? u S.._
Section 1391 (e) (8). . ’,. R ,f “ :
N 2. The plaintirf 1s a physician duly licensed o".t'

Kansas State Board of Healing Arts certified by the American
Board of Pathology with previous experience in gunghob wounds

and x-ray interpretation bhereor.

ft;_;f;;_"3. Becauoe of his interest in science, and more

particularly pathology and to clear up confusion surrounding
the death of our President John F. Kennedy and to try insofar

as humanly possible, to write ‘a book which would be accurate,

vbhe plaintirf haa madc numeroua abtempba to procure certain

Anformation held by the ‘archivist of the United States:f"rhc

.—-"‘ Tt

plainbiff io entibled undcr the cheral Public Recordu Laa

mv,,__ R

to examine the items presently in thc cu tody or the archivist.

: » JAN 1 7 1563
' V\ARLSS W. CAHILL Cictk 7
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Kennedy was attorney éenera

_ot the United States and had at least oome color'or anthority

i e * Py Cae ,.a«J< it W L 5t »-1'

to keep and retain thetx;rays.: Later, however; the family or

B o. TS

the late President John Fitzoerald Kennedy entered into an agre‘

ment with the United States Government, allegedly pursuant to

et A

the provisions of h& U s.C. Section 397 (e) (1), and transferre

to the administrator or zeneral services, acting ror and on

e

behalt ot the United States or America, for deposit in the?

eleenen oy

National Archives ot the United States the x-rays and photovrap

connected with the autopsv of’ the late President. A copy or
this aareement, dated October 29, 1966, is attached to this com

{ plaint and made a part he*eor as though ru-ly SOt uut hcrein.

f;j,_j' 5. On August 21, 1966, the plaintiff horein, John
Nichols, Ph D., M D., sent a certiried letter to Joe H. Blumber

Rt

Brigadier General, M C., USA, Director, Armed Forces Institute
of Pathology, Washington, D, C., 20305, requesting that he be.

allowed to study, among other things, the x-ray rilms, andi:
the photographs rrom the autopsy of thc late gresident John F.
Kennedy.” That letter, on August 25, iééé' nas?tornarded to

Vice Admiral George G. Burkley, M c.. USN, The White Houoe,

washington, D C.‘

Vice Admiral Burkley claims that~th




e

2w L i’ . .k
Ny S P IR U VY by S0y o o,

‘.‘., "‘-";';".

A0 0l o it ] st 0 e A

the same conditions as thevPresident's private papers"

v ko -

on July 19, 1967, the piaintift herein sent a letter to the:

e T A S bR 3o r

rormer archivist or the United States, Robert H. Bahmer, re;;“

C 1,

»—._":‘v . o, S ,)

uesting the opportunity to vieu the x;ray rilms. Mr. Bahmer‘
answered this letter July 21, 1967, ciaiming thatvhe wa |

r

unabie to grant access to the x-rays because or the conditions

PR Y g

set out in the agreement entered into between the'Ke:n:;;

T

Family and the United States and rererred to in paraoraph 4 “5

above, On September 5, 1967, ‘the plaintifr herein sent a iettex

to Senator Robert Kennedy requesting permission to view the
l' xX=-ray rilms and photographs taken of the late President at S
| the time or the autopsy. This ietter was referred to the ?“

R M

archivist of the United States and was answered by him on

October 5, 1967. This answer denied the plaintiff's request,,

‘6. Because the x-ray riims and photo«raphs uere taken
on United States Government fiim and at a government hospital,
the ounership or the x-rays and photographs 10 ve3ted in tne

""""

United States Government, and the only uay that thc Kennedy

Family could have riohtfuily pos essed these fiims was to i{?

i have entered into a contract with the government for their

purchase. Insofar as the plaintirr knows, the Kennedy Familv

.......

_came into possession or these films by virtue of Robert F',fw

Kennedy 8 position as attorney general of the United States,_
Iand what in eftect has happened is that the Kennedy Famiiy
has viven the government its own fiim to preserve for selr keepi

N, .
COnsequently the conditions and restrictions imposedifor

.

For the same reasons set out in paracraph number

i R Ham A ~ g NN ESS

3, plaintifr has requested or the archivists ot the United SLate
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the United States of nmerica as late as January 17, 1969, that

hc be furnished ror study the x-ray films and othcr photo-r phs

made at the autopsy or the late President Konnedy and.th‘

.submission to neutron activation analysis.

~.w.-e,- e

\,.eru.uv .

The plaintitr

in paraoraph numbered 3 and plaintiff is entitled to have

disclosed to

A s " S ey

President and Governor COnnally.

data.
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rererence to these tests but the results or these tests have_;

« ST e Za -

not been divulged and have been denied by the United Stat

Rmerica through their various employees and

,.‘-'-‘E;.

Federal Bureau of Investigationv.

WHEREFORE,fthe plaintirf prays

court issue an order ‘to the archivist ot

America as tollous"

i

The plaintift's request has been denied

For the samé’reauono set out in para"raph

Iof our President's clothing. The warren COmmission makes

- S

SR L.

3, plaintitr has made a request to examine the results of

allegediy struck our President as well as certain articles

e SN

.-,_,‘,. :
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The United ‘States or'America,
i through its Secret Service Agents, has refused to provide this

es ot

that this_honorableA
the United States or




and x-ray plates as was arrorded the

recent panel‘ot

Bt T = ..—-.i',-‘:=

) experts consiatlng or Dr. Hilliam . Carns, br.'nussei

A—-’:

s Fisher, Dr. Russell H. Moroan and Dr. Alan R. Hor;t

s - - LR Ve or

T \'«.

2, Allowing plaintitf bemporary custody bf aﬁ

Plaintifr rurther prayu this honorable court to

ST e oy Lde ,..,w e

ﬂ the height of the President's and the height of covernor
’ COnnally 8 seat rrom the fiéb? in the assassination car

'”*;Tfi Plaintiff furtner prays that th;s honorable court iss

an order requiring the ai'ector of the deera; Burcau ot

Investizatlon to divulgc co the plainbiff the results of thc

...»,.‘.

spectrographic test on Harren Commis 1on exhlbit number CE 399,

-

and the rcsults of all other spectrovraphic analyses conducted

by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Sam A. Crow, ALLorney at Law .. .
612 New Enuland Buildlnu, Topeka, Karc
5-34 15 6t

’ Ga% (_.. /'/I//r’oo‘.f » -

"3ohn‘E.‘W11k1naon, Attorney at [aw
"First National Bank Buildinu, Topcka.
Kanoas 66603 CE 2-056&
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M. C. Slouvh, Attorney at Law, -
St. Mary's, Kansas 437 2707




