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The expert is DAMilton INUclpern, {
—=~= who as chicf medic Icumlmcl of New™ ™
York City is one of the world’s top o
¥ I medical deitectives. He himself lms | _
cither performed or supervised some- o =
60,000 autopsics. The following article I S R o
gives his eyc-opening commentary on N
the Kennedy autopsy, which remains |
__ LT one of the most tantalizing picces in
e the whole jigsaw puzsle of the assassi-
> i nation. The physicians who performed
the autopsy, Dr. lelpern belicves, © | =~ " '
weren’t qualified for the job and were \—_ R
assigned to it on the fulse yet widely . . S\ W
held assumption that almost any doc- ——
. —. gor-can do an autopsy. Though they
did their Dbest under the difficult
circumstances, he says, they simply
weren't up to shedding light on how
- © . -many bullets were fired and determin- N
:,n" the angle from which those strik- & S
g the President entered the hody. Lr- a0
'lhcn says Dr. Helpern, the Warren lbieats EConemies,
Commission failed badly to clarify the g 2. )kﬁ lpp?
inedical issues of the President’s death Q&, ot REES?(DED
and thus cast doubt on its findings. 1 MAR 28 1968
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4As chief medical examiner of New York City,
Dr. Milton IL Ilelpern has cither performed or
supervised , gpproximatcely GO,000 autopsics, 4

wa-About 10,000 of these have involved bullet -

wounds. No one else comes close 1o his vast ox-
perience i this aspect of forensic medicine. So
it’s with good reason that he’s often asked for
his views on President K(.‘llll("\].\".'i assassinalion
and the Warren Commission’s findings.

“The Warren Commission,” Lr. liclpem says,
“had an opportunily 1o seltle once and for all a

gates a munder, since murder usually involves a
slate jmisdiction ouly. So bullet wounds arcir’y
the F.B.Ls long suit.” ..,

To appreciate fully the gravity of Lr. lics-
pemn’s olfervations on the medical Lcels o
President Kennedy's death, it's neceasar viego

= hack to the bhistoric day wi EFriday, Nov. £2.

great many coufusing doubts about the assassi- ™

nation. Yet beciuse none of its members or its
legal staff had any trainin gin [urensic mediciae,
that opportunity fell by the wayside.”

But even before the commission came into
bcing, Dr. Helpem feels, another opporlunily
to climinate doubts and (questions about the
tragedy Lad been fumbled—by three physi-
cians. Ile refers to those in charge of the au-

- topsy en the President’s hody.

“I am amazed,” Dr. Helpem says, “that the
examination and cvaluation of the President’s
wounds could have been handled in the inex-
pert mamer the Warren Commission Report
describes. For medical information, the ¥.B.1.
relicd o} the thice doctors who had performed

the aulﬂ'ﬁsy. The I.B.1. doesn’t have its own ex- ,

perts in forensic medicine. 1t seldom investi-

Condcnsed from the bovk *“Where Death Deladuas: the Storv of Dr.
Milton Hclpern and Forensic Medicine™ by Marshall Hours. Neprineed
by permirsion of Coward-McCann, Inc. Copyrizht - 1967 by Muishall
Houts, The author, & formes F.BL. acent, has written nine other
books on legal matters, including an cight-vol work on tra

19G63. Somctime b(‘lwccp 12:534 v, whea o
tragedy struck in Dallas, and the anival of Lis
Force One at Andrews Air Foree Base just out-
side of Washinglon at 5:53 r.a1., Mrs. Keauedy
decided that the au'xluﬁ}' on her hushand's Lod
should be perfonned at the Naval Medical
Sciwol in Bethesda, Md. She'd Leen given Lwo

. Choices: cither the Ary’s Walier Reed Tios-
. bitalur Lethesda. She selected the Naval Medi-

-

cal School because of the President’s Woild
War I service in the Navy,

The fact that the choice was left 1o Mrs. Kei-
ncdy, Dr. Helpein says, shows that “We're siii
under the delusion that an aulupsy is a co-
puterized, mathematical type of procedure, cue
that any doctor is capable of perfonuiag, espe-
cially if he is a pathologist. I Lic can run a coi-
rect wrinalvsis this awtomatically qualifics hin
as an expert on bullet wonnds.”

There can be no doubt hut that this fallacicus
assumplion was kugely respousible for the ras
of anti-Warren Comuission bhooks in the [ast
three years. Their genesis can be traced ditect-
Iy to what was done and not done in an oper-

) ' More on page 252
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Th= nccowrpanying  aiicle by
Bla: JLall Houts pacseals tie view
of Ur. Miiion IL Ictiern, chicl
medical "examiner of New York
City, that if the autopsy va Presi-
dent Reuncdyinal beea periormel

‘by-experts, much light might have

been shied on- thie assassinativn.
The fact that she-autopsy was hun-
gled, says Dr. liclpera, is hut one
outstanding cxample of whal can
stcmn from our natioaal ucgicet of
forcnsic medicine—a sociaily in
which the alility to peelora aml
inlerpret an aulopsy is ol major
imporiance. blost mcdical echouls
in the U.S. ignore forcisic medi-
cine; only a small fractioa of their
graduates ever get-sulicient cx.
posurc to the subject to Luow even
what it covers,

“ln communilics all over the
Unitcd States, unqgualificil doctors
arc called on to delcriine whether
a bullet wound is a wound of cu-
trance or a wound of cxit; whether
bruiscs aboul a dcccased’s neck
are consistent or inconsintent with
some police ofiicer’s theory of
manual strangulation; whcther a
burncd body was dead or alive at
the time of the firc; whether a
newhain infant found in a garbage
can cver, brca.bcd or was stillborn;

whether a body fotind submerged

in water drowned or was dead he-
fore it was thrown into the water;
whetlier cuts and other marks on

" a body arc connsisient or iuconsis-

tent with a theory of suicide;

" whether death from a heart attack -

calappe

é. ¢ an autanaobile ge-

cident and cauced ‘the aveldin, or

occuired 1.

whether (hc acvident m-cuuu]

first and caused the heart ot ey
whether a stockhroker’s anxictics
pPves a (;nliiqudock warhel causcd
his death so that his widow and
childrea are cniillml o pm:ment
under workuien's cump;‘l;.-'alinn
laws; whether a workanan's Leart
attack was caused by carbon mon-
oxide futacs produced by a raotor
in the room where he woilicid; or
wheilier any onc of a hundrcid vih-
cr things teck piace ja this whol&
greal area of deatls that 11y coi- .
trol the Ly
aud financial cecurity of the living
who are left to deal with the
trauma of death,”

‘Not ealy is medical cducation
ncglcciing forensic medicine, cays

spiucss, libeily, peave,

DBz, Liclpen, but sucdical 1eseacch
also largely ignoces it I doat
kuow of a siugle, solitary, major
rescareil project under way in the
ficld of forensic medicine. There
isn't any 1aoncy available to re’
scarch death. 1 have no quarcel
with thc billions heing spent to ex-
plore space and send people to the
moon and hlars. I do think wehe
missing a bet here on carth that’s
a little cluser to Lo, even though
consiacrably less glamorous,
“Take the problem of Gelcrmia.
ing the exact time of deaili. We
haven't made auy progeces on that
since 1 first got into this busincss,
The bady hias the answer for us,
just waiting to he discovered. Dut

Gold wine :

omwdliis one sing

i Las e lane o i

it? INo one.
] v.ant 1o Fre £oae .

- ised, well-fizaicad teccasrc.,

cels in every lacel o thii .
ol geath. With propes rese.

could, [or exaupie, dovi s
ods of dt-..rrumu.:;; e g
male age of a ciol in a .
rtery. We coulldl ticn ot
whether an accideat caaic £
causcd theelol, or vilicilics !
canre firs! and causcd the oo

Hundreids of miliioizs i ..
insarance claiaw every 3oz

iC GUCS..

&l preseal wWe arc opiri
by miedical gucss. .
“There are dosens ol -
of othier faccls of tac cul.
death thal must be rescazil
our oflice elone, vie now L:
tailed records on almost 2,0
decaths. Ve doa't Lave e ;
ticl or 1zouecy lo riaic co
elalistical mrangement o«
records for research [
They are just filed away §;
A great many mcdical dice.
in the past have beea i
through the proper usc ci 1.
tlatistics. Yor all aoyoens |
the auswer o caticer OF L.
case_or a dezen Yl
probleans sy b Iy

our filing systezy in oo 3
I 1)

examiner’s olice in Iscw
we pul all this dermant ia.
tion on tapes and into cons;
there’s no way of even gl
what discoverics might be s
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aling room at tac Naval Mcdical

School in the cvemng iours the day
of the assassination. _

The burden of perorming the
aulopsy on the President’s body fell
on Con:'r. Jamnes Juseph Huwacs of
the Na-v, . board-carlidicd’ paibolo-

gist who duscribed his qualifications

in subscquent testimony before the
Warren Commission: *I received my
post-graduate training in pathology
in various naval hoSpitals und at the
Afiiicd Forces Instiuute of Pathology
at Walter Reed in Washington, D,C.
My current title is* Dircctor of Lab-
oratorics of the Naval Medical
School. . . . I am charged with the
over-all supervision of all laboratory
operations in the Naval Medical Cen-
ter, two broad arcas: in the field of
anatomic patholozy, which comprises
examining surgical specimens and
post-mortem examinations, and in the
rather large ficld of clinical pathiol-
ogy, which takes in examination of
the blood and various body fluids.
“My type of practice has been more
cxlensive in the field of natural dis-
casc than violence. However, on scv-
cral occasions in various places where
I have been emplo}'cd, I have had to

deal with_ viglent. death, accidents, -

suicide, and so forth. Also 1 have
completed a cowrse of foicnsic pa-
thology as part of my training. . . .

"My first assistant [at the autopsy]
was Comdr. J. Thomlon Boswell,

whose position js Chicf of Pathology {

at the Naval Medical School. My

other assistant avas Licut. Coul. Piare

Finck, who is in the Wound Ballistics

Scction of the Armed Forces Inslitute
of Pathology.”

Commander Humes and Comman-

) More on puge 257
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der Boswell were hospital pathiolo-
gists, not forensic pathuugists. "lie
distinction is impuolant. ‘The hospiial
pathologist perfoans his autopsics on
caszs wheie death oceurs ina Lospi-
1l usually as aresult of sone naiural

* discase process. The cuuse of dealh

is presumad in the great majority of

cascs because the patient has been

under medical treatment. The au-

topsy is pafdimcd to couhnn the
e “=diagnosis er for rescaich or other

academic purposcs,

The foro¥ic or medicole g.n] au-
topsy has an entirely different setling.
The death is usually fiot atiended by-
a physician. The exact cause of death
is crucial because of the legal impli--

‘cations. Tiere may or may not he a

suggestive or presumplive lead to
guide the autopsy surgeon. If there
is a lead, it’s frequently misleading,
The hospital pathologist is as much
out of his ficld when he attempts a
medicolegal autopsy as would be the
chest surgeon who altenpled a deli-
cale brain opcration.

Colonel Finck stated his prolcs-
sional qualifications this way to the
Warren Commission: “1 had four
years_of training in pathology afler
my internship. including two years of
pathology at the Universily Institute
of Pathology in Geneva, Switzerland,
and two ycars at the University of
Tennessce. . . . From 1955
pcrformcd approximately 260 autop-
sics, many of them pertaining to
traunm- Jincluding missile wounds,
[while] patholugist of the United
States Army llospital in Frankluit,
Germany. ... .

“For the past tlace years I was
chicf of the Wound Ballistics Pathol-
ogy branch of thc Armcd Forces In-

to 19551 -

stiiute o Datholugy. In ihat capacity
I revie..«d personally all the cuses
forwarce o us by e doned Forees
and sone civilian cases from. the

Uniied Piates and our furces oversecas
< ceatppes imately 60 cases. .. Ewas

certilicd sa. patholugy  anatomy Ly

Ahe-Amctican Board of Patjology; in
1956 and by the same Amcrican”

Board of Pathulogy in the fickl of

“forensic pathology-in 1961.”

Of the 200 antopsics he pefonned
in Frankfwt,. Germap® Coloncl

Finck did not give the nuber that
involved bulat avounls in the body.
e uscd the vague term “wany.” As
to the 4U0 cases during his tenuie
at the Aumed Forces Instituie of
athology, Lc says, "l nnc\\cd
[them) posonaliy.” Coluael Fiuck's
400 “reviewed” cases clearly wese st
cascs in which he presided at the
autopsy table and attempled @ pei-
sonal detenmination as to whether a
bullet woundiin. the body was a
wound of cplrance or a wotnnd of
aait. 1is dutics at the Inflitute ware
adiainisirative and supervisory. They
did not include the pafonmauce of
aulopsics.

‘These were the three men charped
with the responsibility of evaluat-
ing Dicsident Kennedy's guushol
wounds. They were all officers and
gentlemen and accomplished in their
respective fields of general pathology.
Regrettably, their field was not bul-
let wounds. *This autopsy was foreed
on them by circumslanees over which
they had no control. They dared not
refusc it.

The wnatural discomfort of the
three aulupsy surgeons warhing in an
unfamiliar  arca—personally  evalu-

’ Morc on page 260
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Contraindications: Marked anxiety. ten-
sion, agitation. Contraindicated in
patients with glaucoma and with
cpilepsy. except to combal lethargy
induced by anticonvulsant drugs.
Wamings: Should not be used for severe
depression (exoenons or endegenous)
except in the hospital under caveful
supervision. Snould ot beused o in- |
crease mental or physical capacities
beyond physiological limits.
Precautions: Patients withan elementof

. agitation may react adversely; discon-
tinue therapy il necessary. Use cau-
tiously with epinephrineand vasopres-
sors and in patients with hy pertension.
Adverse Reactions. Nervousaess. insom-
nia. anurexia. nansea. dizziness. palpi-
talion, headache.drowsiness. skin rash.
Rarely, blood pressure and pulse
chiauges, both up and down. occur.
Overl psychatic behavior and psychic
dependence in emotionally unstable
persons have occurred rarely.
Dosage: Administer orally in divided
doses 2or 3 times daily, preferably 30
1045 minuies hefore meals. Dosapre
will depend upon indication and indi-
vidua) gesponse, the average range
being 2018 60 mg daily.
Supplicd: Ratalin® hivdrochloride (meth-
ylphenidate hydrochlovide) Tablets,
20 nigz (peach). 10 mg (pale preen) and
5 mg (pale yellow).
Consult complete product literature
before prescribing.

ClBAPharmun-ulirnlCompauy..Summit,NJ.
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ating bulict sounds at the awtopsy
table—was ndensificd by a gokdiish-
bowl atwrecdiere. The arena was
jummed with F.BL and Seeret Ser-
vice aggent:. oadivarious other pessons.

Later, odmuuler  Humes  de-
seribed four wounds in the President’s
body—two wounds of entry ad two,
wounds of exit. One of the head
wounds was Jocated 2.3 centhoelers

140 e right-dml skightly above the -

external occipita)  protuberance. 1
measured 6 by 15 millintcis.

The sceomd head wound was pas-
sive. measuringapprosinstely 13 con-
timelers in ils greatest dinocler. §l
wats diflicull tomcasure aceuvately be-
cause nultiple erisscross fractures of
the shall radiated from the Large de-
fect. Himohed the zight awdd Trantal

pottion of the shull, which had been

eaploded off by the foree of the bul-
let. During the autopsy, Fuoderal

agents hrought the surgeans tlaee

picees of bone reeovered from Ehn
Street in Dallas and from the Picsi-
dential automobile. When put togeth-
er. these fraganents aceonnted for ap-
provimately  tree-quanters of  the
wissing portion of the shull.

There was another wound near tie
hase of the back of the President’s
neck, stightly to the right of his spiue.
It was deseribed as being approxi-
mately B centimeters frofa the tip of
the acromion and the sane distanee
below the tip of the vight mastaid
process. This wound measared 5 by
4 millimeters. 1 had clean edges md
was shaiply delincatad.

The fourth wound was just below
the Adaw’s  apple. Commualer
Humes deseribed it this ways “Fhere
was a reeent surgical defect in the
low anterior neck, which mcasured

LR IR N

aulopsy ‘was bungic

some 7 or'S conliclors i
or lel's wty @ recent Yoo .

cewl i tais e Hhis e

thwough tie skin, thiouga L..-
tancous Tissuts, and into L.
Or tathor iole the aci:.
Prosident. . oL 1 had the iy
from sceing the wound thai
yesented st surgical  tracia
wound.”

« Keavas only on the suoriing
ing the autopsy, when the iy
Body wits abicady resting jn G
Howe. that Cownunier L
a telephone convensilion v
Aladevlm O, Perry in Dalla,,
thiat the “sevgica” throat v
actiially a bullet woand <
by the tracheostomy Dr. Ie.
P fored. -

“The aulopsy began weii
Commuuter Huwes desciit
testimony tothe Wiren Cous,
*The President’s budy was e,

- 93 minules before 8, i,

topsy buegan at approsin
raccon thal evening. . . . 1.
belore the post-nioricn ¢
was begun, anteriorn, fosicon
Jateral X-rays of the head w.
torse were made, ideiiific.d
phutugeaphs of the {ull 1
late Prosident, and a piv
shatving the massive heaa
with the Jarge defeet thal we
ated with it Fo iy e
ol these were wade buws
ceedings began. Several o4
prosimatddy 3o to 2din Lt
made in total before we i
proveedings.”

The tuking of Xerays wars &

. ing beginning, This should 1

any bullet woumnd case. ‘the
ings of bullets inside the Luu
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- boin Lelore and alter deaih are ofien

50 bizarre thai the only practival way
to locate them s tinough the use of
diagnostic X-rays.

Thi= xext rouiine sicp in any com-
petencedicoiczal autopsy involving
bulle® v ound:,
aminaiion and the X-ays, is to prabe
the uack of tie bullet. X stainless
steel rod of small dizincter is gently
inserted and carcfully guided through
the wound track: This permits an cx-

alter the external ex-

=act-determinaiwn of the course of

the bullet through the body, its point
and angle of entrmce, and its point

‘and angle of exit. L
Commander Humes made s fum- -

bling effort to probe with-his finger
the neck wound track that hil an
entrance perforation of no greater
than one-quarter of an inch in di-

g (Amn-"‘n-‘r yOL
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ad o5 of ivately paactic
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sure do read 6ls ancssagel

3 mdicdl BRI G0 jeia’e P
fesnnanici, 30 yow 1uc amoving W oW guniv it ceidies €, ALl
uplal deiisarr of your cupics, 3 LIEASE NOT
s eiaer by lolter or via e fodkowing conpon. Mail it to:

VWICS, Cinalation Dopty,

amcler. Wil itis ieadily undoerstood
that not all bullel woinds ean be
probed, parii, alarly those that strike
boue, the winad tracks of bublets that
course directl; Unrough the hody pud
strike only «oit issue can usually be
proved by anfaperienced forcusic
patiologist. ..

Fhere are complicating lactorgghat. |
coufuse the novice, “At times,” savs
Dr. Lelpern, “the body scems to defy
physical kiws a3 & responds Lo a bul-
let projected from a gun. OF course,
there’s a physical explanatiop_Iir the
hizarre paths that some bullets tale,
but people whosdwvent had any
substantial espericnee with  Lullet
wounds can be completely misled. U
the bullet cncounters only soft tis-
sues, it will {ollow anclatively stiaight

-~
More on page 264
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... Kennedy’s »~yc§}sy

line, But if it strikes boue, its hard
to predict just wiiere it will 20.”

Ilc illustiales his  premise by
pointing out that probably no more
tha:: b M the peapic wlho atiempt sui-
vidh’ ber shooting themselves in the
hewo: are bullet
strikes the breastbone anglis deflected
so that it continues around the rib
cage, between the boue and the skin.
1t may come out at the hack of the
body after canding nothin wore than
superficial injvy; or ity Jadze just
under the shin, between the skin aud
the backbone? ™~

Next to bone, the skin ollers the
greatest resistance Lo thie penctraion
of a bullet. Lliere are thousaids of
reported cases in “which a bullet
passed all the way throngh the body,
only to come to rest-just under the
skin on the side opposile the point
where it enteied. The bullet had
spent so much of its force that it could
not exit through the thin but tough
barricr of the skin.

“In about 20 per ceut of bullet
wounds in the head,” Dr. Ilelpern
continues, “the bullct enters and
passes throuzh the cranial cavily.

suceessful,  the

then ricochels off the inner table of

the skull in 2 completely dilferent di-

-rection. 1t may carom around inside

the skull like a billiard ball bouncing
against the cushions of a billiard
tahle.”

Even allowing for the vagarics of
indivittupal bullet wounds, it has been
possﬁ)lc'lo formuliate some general
pmluphs that perit the experi-
enced forensic pathologist to be rea-
sonably accurate in his calculations.
Regardless of the nunber or position
of the bullet wounds in a given case,
the first step is to determine whether

.

cach is a wouud of enbranee ur

wouixl of exit. :

- MWhen a Ballet siies the '!.m H

first produces a simple indentaiion

bevause (he skin s both tougn and
. clastic and the tissacs underovath
F aren’t gigid and  aesisanl, Chois
. stretehies e shin inmediately wnaer
the nose of the l-ulh-l “Lhe builel.
which is wl.xlmg as well as woving
forwarl, is defisitely slowed up at
« = e point of fisst contact, byl i tien
more or less bores it way Unuugn
lln. skin un\'! the tissues underneatiy
and courses on inte the body, “the
<okin is stictehad by the bullet at the
point of cutiy, then tetuins 756 for-
wer condition. Thus the size of tiic
wound of entrauce appuirs wnidler
than tiwe dimacier ol the bulice that
made it, Usualiy thdye is only a sl
amount of bleeding frumavounds of
enlrance, sinee tissuce destruciion at
this point isn't greai. However. this
applies only to wounds from bullets
. fired at distances in exeess of 1510 13
inches,

Wounds of cxil are usually larger
than the bullet. since the bulict tends
to pack tissucs in front of it. ‘these

* wounds are ragged, torn, and sune-
times have shieds of fat or other in-
ternal tissues eatruding out of them,
So avounds of exit aay bleed far
more extensively than wounds of en-
trance. 1However, this is nol invari-
ably the casc. '

“I'he medical examiner,” Dr. Licl-
peia says, “must be on guad for Gie

““bizarre, the onc-in-a-million  case.

Such a case is uo jub fur the beginner

or the man whose knowledge is lim-

ited to what Le's learned from a fow

lectures and testbooks.” '
Another  complicating factor for
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.o« Ixcnne d) s autopsy

fuc exact lucation of the exil wound
made by the bullet, (They did this, of
coutse, onby-aiter they'd: leaned fol-
lowing the autopsy that the thioat
wound wasn't purcly surgical.)

The autopsy on the lresident’s
body continued until 11 r.ar. Then
the body was rcleased Lo those who

4 woukbprepare it for burial apd Jake

it tq.the White Honse, where it ar-
rived at 4 o'clock Saturday mom-
ing,.Nov, 23, '
The weeks foliowing the Prosi-
dent’s death flowed into months as
the F.B.I and Sceret Service pains-
takingly asscaibled the evidenee,
item by itemn, for formal presentation
to the Wwrren Commission. The
world wailed expectantly for clarifi-
cation of the bullet wounds. .
An aura of counfusion clouded the
picture—due primarily to statements
made by some of the doctors at ark-
land Mcmorial Hospital in Dallas at
a press conference a short time after
the Presidential party left for the 1c-
turn lrip to Washinglon. These doc-
tors, who had worked skillfully at the
impossible task of restoring life to the
dead Iresident, had obscrved the
word in the Presidents throat, Dr.
Perry, the Dallas surgeon, described
it as approxinately 5 millimelers in
diameter. 1t was oxding bloud,
which partially hid edges that were

"nvillwr clear-cut, that is, punched
‘out, nor very ragued.”

At no time during the mlvn al (lmt
the President’s hody was in Parkland
Memorial Hospital did any of the
doctors turn it so that the back por-
tion of the body could be viewed or
examined. They therelore interpreted
the wound in the front part of the

neck as being a wound of entrance.

ar

.o

o Lase of comse, is to determiie whicn

No hegiiimale erilicisn ¢cita Lbe Gi-

recied aainst the aectors s Loias,
Taoey

creditably.

}
poorioimed  thor sutile l;;:-l..;li
}

Nouwe of ticin haa gy i,

sreat eapericuce watls badlet wounaz, 0,
i :

and they couldnt be expeciald to | !

mahe a “definitive interpreiatioa of | l
whuiher the

neck  wound wits it l

wound of entrgiggor awonnd of exil, |
But this, says L. Lic Ipern. siwithd

hu\ ¢ been detennined al Lhe .um,l-.p v

“he wajor problem in any gl

is the wound of coly. and the woud |
of exin Tiids is busic, Al the crnities
of the Wareir Canisission Licpuil
would be Jeit dangiin £ in mid-air va-
Teas et could sugyest that the hoie
in the Hont ed=the rosident's thioai
was @ wound of entratee. Deprive !

them of this opporamity for spect-

lation and vou pull the rugt ngat out
fiom wnder them. Give it to thaa—
and they now have it—~and ey can '
Lring in all kinds of wmreliable ¢ye- |
wiluess 1eports of shols coming frua
the bridse across the underpuss or |
from behind the screen of tees i |
Dealey Phza, and puils of blae siule l
that 1emained suspended i the ais. |
Smoke from gunshots, by the way, |
just daesn’t belave like that!” I
Specifically, how conld a positive .
determination have been made at the |
antopsy that the throat wound was
n wound of exit or a wound of -
trance? Wasn't the throat wound pone
at the time of the autupay? I one
place, the Wirren Commission Iic-
porl states: “At that tine they e
autopsy swgeons] did not know tit
thete had been a ballet hole in the
frout of the President’s neck whea
he arrived at Parkland Huspital [in
Dallas) becanse the tracheostomy iu- i
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' (rw, ls,cnucdy's autojsy -

cision had compleiely climinai-d that
cvideace,” Al another poini © 2 ac-
poit says: “. . . sibee Gise eaii v ound
was obliterated by the trachee. oy "
Says Dr, Iiclpewn: “The sk sacme
Less who wrote that poition: cislie
repoit siiply did not hnow enough
to “scek medical guidance. Herc's
what the autopsy protocal says about
this throat wound: ‘It was extended
as a trachcostomy ingision, and {hus
its characler is distorted at the tine
of autopsy.” The key word here is c.t-
tended. That bullet wound was nut
‘climinated’ or ‘obliterated’ at El.l
Wit Dr. Perry did at Dallas was to ™.
take his scalpel and cut a clean shit
away from the wound. lic didn't ex-
cise it, or cul away any huge amount
of tissue, as the report wiiler would
have you believe.” -
What about the statcment that the
character of the throat wound had
heen “distmted™ “Certainly,” says
Dr. Helpern, “its characicr was d|s~
toited in the sense that the om,uml
wound was extended but this thivat
wound could still have-beea cvalu-
ated. Its edges should have Lecatare- -
fully put back together and 1estored
to their original relationships as near-
ly as possible. 1t should have then
been studied and finally pholo-
graphed. By compating this throat
wound with the wound in the back’
of the ncck, there should have been
no roum for doubt as to which wound
was of enlry and which of exit. This
would automatically estabiish the
course of the bullet, whether from

front to back, or back to front.”

Why wasn't this the procedure fol-

1 lowed?

“I can only speculate. In the first
place, it was the autopsy doclors’ Jack

of csprrience. Secondly, al the G
they finished thei antops; ami G
the bnsciy 50 that it cenid be puepacd
Hor bapial. they sl Eduaed
G sliusion that tae builel fied -
tered the back ol Liee neck. bad sui.
howe been stopped i {6 padin o
had tien fallen out. So they belicved
il the hole in the back of the nec
was both a wound of entrance and a
wound of exit. They thought tie
throat \\m‘lﬁﬂ\. -us nothing e tha
a sungical wound, so théy feit thoe
was o need lo p.l) it any speciad
Allention.”

Why did the Warren Comiaissiv
as asling ishod from the autcps.
sunp s, fail to cl.uxl_\ THYDR YT ToRT
issucs of the President’s death?

“sh failed,” D Heipein sags, "l
cawse it Jid not have sukicient | RTTV
edge in the ficld of forensic wedici..
even to appreviate the need Gt
an eapert with egpeice uce in Lulic
wounds. This lack is evident in "
oiicial repot itse I For cxaaple.
includes all sorts of sucaningiess v
tures of Marina Qswiald, Oswiili
wiother, Oswald as'a yonngg boy, fac
Rubys cmployes or girl ficidds
varving states of aliire, a1
Netays of Governor Connally’s | PRA
But the N-rays of President Keied:
body weren’t considered signbioa.
enough to the investijgativa to I
filed as cxhibits 10 the yepont. 2o

same holds true of G bk @
* white and the color pictuics €& L
bLullet wounds., These wui€ i
seen by the commissiva wdialitic. 1
sall, or even the aulupsy SUGeC-
before the repot was finalizcd. Fa
connnission said that it would 1.
*press” for the Xerays ad photogr .lyn
More on page 2
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because these would saaely coi-
roborate” the findings of tie Goclors
v ho had conducted tise aniopsy and
G considerations of “goud taste’
precinded their publication.”

But what aboul the drawcings of
tin Fresident’s wounds publishad in
the Warren  report™ " Comnmander
Humes had this to say to the commis-
sion: “When appraised of the neees-
sity of our appearance hefore this

-2~ cammission, 3¢ did not know wheth-

N -

autop:y was b r( ' A\‘F,L

er the photozraphs we had wmade
would be available o the commmis-
siva, So fo assist in nuthing our (eali-
oy i andetstandable, we de-
cided e iul\.‘v schemadic dawings
made of iue® situation as we saw il.
These diavdpgs were made under sy
supdrvision and that of Dr. Boswell
-by Mr. Rydberg e is a hospital
corpsman, sceod class, and a medi-
il illu.\lr;g_lQr_ in aur command at
Naval Medical School. ... . We had

-

o
. . e——

o netrt
Thied

“She was at death’s door. But the doctor pullcd her through.”

From the book, “More Cartoon Classics,” available at $4.95 trom Medical Economics Book Division, Iac., Oradell, .2,

278

»

nrade cettaln Bhysicai g,
ol the vauinds and of ..,
on tie budy, and we uas,
and suprvised dinecliy Lo
i mabingg these diaving:
state the e drav g we i -
walic, The artist had .
period of some two days L
these, He had no phoiogr..
which o work and had to

- dweaur verhal description o

had olserved.”

At this point Ailen S
comission’s assistanl con
quired: “Woukd it be heiy
artist,-in redefiningg the .
that shordd becomie wee
Lave available to him o
photogaphis or the Xeia.
Picsident®”
=TI it wore necessny Lo g
absolutely true to seale,” Can
Yunes replicd. “F think it
virtually ifmipossibie for pa.
this without the photog i
is most difiicult to transwii .
al measurcments by word
situation as it was sevn tu
oL ot ansind s
to the illustrator where [the -
were situaled.”

Most medical illustration.
ticles and teatbooks thai
anatomy are schenntic o «
milic in natuare. hnacdiceic,
tions, however, where the
in aconraey as to the palin o
is the goal, the beller pic.
cortainly to weik fiaa t.
fauphs themselves tatlicr L
schematic medical illustiul
pared fiom a secomdhail,
deseription that is aclated to

st orally. In the céase of L.

sination the security regulat
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roborate’ the findings of the ductors
v ho had conducted tiie aniopsy and
tnd considerations of ‘good taste’
rrecinded their publication.” '

Bt what aboul the drawings of
tin Fresident’s wounds published in
the Warren  report™” Commander
1lumes had this to say to tie commis-
sion: “When appraised of the neces-
sity of our appearance before this
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and st vised dineclly Do
i making these diaving:
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period of some two days L
these, e had no phoiogr.
which o work and had to

- desaur verhal descriplion o

had obscrved”

At this point Ailen S5
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photogiaplis or the Neia:.
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=T it were neeessay Lo o,
absolulely true to scude,” G
Yhumnes replicd. “F tisink it
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this without the photogs;.,
is most diliicult to ransiii u.
al measurements by ward s
situation as it wan seea o
oye. .. cannot tansit o
to the illustrator where [the
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Most wmedical illustratio.
ticks and textbooks thai s
anatomy are schemalic s
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- of metal that might indicate another

. tremely remote; but it stil] eoxists.

poscd were so sitingent that ihe real
invesi zalive purpose of takiug lim,
plhiotogtaphs and the Xerays was
compiclely obscurcd,

- Whatauight tue Xerays show to an
~xpericneed ovserver that could have
been compictely “overlooked by the
nonexpert? B

“My first intexest,” says Dr. el
pem, “would be to sce whether taore
could be another bullct or fragment
of bullet in the body that las not been
accounted Jor. The conunission con-
cluded that the evidence indicaled
that three shots altogether were fired.
Only onc relatively intact bullet and
the fragmcents of a second bullet were
found. This leaves a missing third
bullet, 1 definitely do not azree wilh
the commission’s conclusion that oniy
two bullets caused all the wounds
suffercd by both President Kennedy
and Governor Counally, . . .

“Since the X-rays of the President’s
body were not filed as exhibits, we
must rcly entircly upon the obscrva-
tions of the Navy doclors that they
skilifully ecliminated the possibility
that a third bullet, or a fragiment of
some bullet, did not enter the body

~and soméhow meander down (o come

to rest in some iflogical, remote spot.
Apparently the doctors did not fol
confident cnough 1o rly on the
Xerays during the autopsy when they
tricd to go probing for the bullet that
wae fgund on the stretcher in Paak-
land Hospital.

“Lwould also look for trace flecks

hecad wound. This possibilily is ex-
Quite often, wounds of entrance in

the head are complelely overlooked
. Morc on page 952
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because ey tae cover .-
lhe bar. The vwonnd ;..
bleed adall. 4 you dorg s
and go over the entire so;
inch, il's casy to miss a L.
entirely. There is no ¢vic.
this type of examinution .
=ould the Nerays Leip
whethier the teo wounds i
arca were wounds. of cula.
exit?

“Na. An Xeray filu is ot
Ui a photographic 1cco..
difierent densitics of s
which the seray beam ha. |
will not record sicicets i the
solt tissue that Lave been oo
a Gullet passing thivuzn”

Wihat about tie Llack i
aud the color photu;rapig?

“These could be of consicic.
terest and value, A lot woulld
on their guality aud bow
cxposed. Hopclully, they cus,
considerable  light on (..
wounds. 1 would, of course,
terested in what the Pt .
1car neck wouud would sia.
Fwould be pariiculaly inicid
sceing whether the pictuses
troat wound ase groud cnougl
mil it o be evaluated wal §;
sccomtiucled.”

Where else caa the Wi
mission be faulted for win
failed to do?

“Their failuie to call in so.
who knew somcihing abuut
wounds Ied then inte the L
of buying Asuistaui Counsl
Specter’s theory that the saiice
that passed through the Ticai
neck was the bullet that
wounded Governor Countiily,
teriveer Tie Gl sibo £ ot ta.
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in his wrisi. and dinally going on o
slask his thigh. 2vow, this bizare path
is putlectly possiile, Waen vou e
worling wilh bullet wounds, vou
musi Togin wilb the premise that
anyisir 1 is psible; hut Mr. Speeter
and th * vommission overlovied two
important things.

“In the first place, the origival, pris-
tine weight of this bullet before it

- was fired was appunimately 160-161
--grains., The weight of the bullet re-

covered on the streteher in Parkland
Hospital (Commipsion 12xhibit 3u)

e

“was reported by the commission” as

158.6 grains. This bulletavasnt dis- |

torted in any way. 1 cannot aceept the
premisc that it thrashed around in all

. that bony tissuc and lust only 1.4 to

24 grains of its original weight. 1
cannot believe cither that this bullet

is going to cmerge miraculously un- .

scathed, withoul any deformity, and
with its lands and grooves intact.
“Sceondly, Mr. Specter and the
commission have asked too much
from this bullel. The energy of the
bullet is somelimes so spent that it
can't quile get out through the Tinal
Jayer of skin, and it comes lo rest
just bencath the outside laver of

“ skin. TF it ‘docs get thiough the skin

it may not have enough cuergy
penctrate even an undershirt or a
light cotton blouse. 1t has eshausted

itself and just more or less plops to

a stop.

"'llusv.smglc-lml'ct theory requires

us to l»chg\.c that this bullel went
through “seven layers of skin. It

passed through the badk of the Pres- -
ident’s neck, then out llnongll his

throat; it cntered the Governor's
back and out through his chest; it
next enlered the skin on the back of

130 U se conclisions sl .
on the order of the shuts?
“in 3y opinicn.

his wiisl; “t came out Uwough the

layer of sfiu on the inside of Lis
wrist: and i apparcatly poncetrated
the Jayer ¢! Shin on lus Jelt thigh.
Ju addition to these seven Tavers of
touzh hisnan -ilin this bullet sup-
poseday pa n.] thiough oiner layas
of solt tissue; and then these sh.xl-
tered bones!

1 just can’t believe that this bullet
Ilml.(ho foree ly o what Mr. Specter
and the commission lave demanded
of it; and 1 don’ think thew have
lc.xllv stoppad to think out carclully
what they have Asked of this bullet
for the simple.reason that they still
do not understand the sesistant na-
ture of human skin to bullets.” -

Chis [P
‘lDI(‘F(‘I ved bullet thai was o
the hospiial was the inut bis
was fired. T pas.ed tinough i,
dent’s neck, exited o G
wonmnd, and was stopped by L
ing. or just plopped out o i,

- into his clothing, I've seen hu.
of sy cases.”

Wiiat about the conanisai: o

clusion thal this lmlhl Wil 1end
Governor  Connadly’s  streted,
Yacklaad Haspital?

“IUs based on tntwred ¢ay
or inconclhisive evidenee, to &
More on pu

/%z_bksn
“All I said was we have to cystoscopc you again.”
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turc thatl can Le cowsidened (o cast
scrious doabt on Gie principal con-
-clusions thai were 1cached by the
Wanen Coismission?
“I huvea't séen e picines and
Al Xerays of the Prosideat, but on
e basis of the evidence that has
b.en made puble, the commmission
reached the correet opinion that all
hirce bullets were fired by oue rifle-
man from the sixth-floor window of
the . Texas: Sehool Bouk Depusitogy
= Building. _But the unfoitunate au-

topsy and other procedures have |

opened the.dvor and invited in the
doubl and suspicion that have en-
veloped their work™ - . . |

Is there anything specifically that
Dr. Iclpein would like to see done
at this point?

“It may well be too late to do any-
thing, since the primaiy evidence is
gone. Theie is a possibility, however,
that the X-rays and photographs of
the President’s wounds inight contain
some clarilying information. 1 would
certainly {cel more coinfortable about
the commission’s findings if a group
of expericneed men, who have had a
great deal of practical work in bullet
wound cascs, could take a look at
these Xerays and pictures. 1 have in

* . mind mch like Dr. LeMoyne Suyder,
author ‘of “Homicide luvestigation,”
Dr. Russcll Iisher, the chicf medical
examincr for the State of Maryland,
Dr. Frank Cleveland in Cincinnali,
and Dr. Richard Myes in Los An-
geles, These men are all members of
the A.{'{]Cl'icﬂll Academy -of Forensic
Sciences. [Giving such men a chance
lo examine] these pictures and X-
rays, might, and I émphasize might,

© - settle thc (ucstions r.uscd by the crit-
ics onee and for all.”
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Chioraseptic. I inukes just as wer i noise us an ordinar AR ] ( ..' f )
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