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AV/ARD OF EONORARY MEMBERSELP TO TAZ DIRECTOR /* *°:

/ -.’ 4
Per prior arrangaments ana Bureau approval Inspector™=o-. -
Donald R. Morris attended the Midwinter Meeting of the National ¢

District Attorneys Association (NDAA) which was s held in New Orleans ;!
from 3/12 - 16/88. A separaie memorandum is being suomtted cover- -
ing the h:oim'rbts of the meeting., -t~ - - -
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Also, per prior arran"emen’cs, Morris accepted a plaque

1 4
_ ;i which recognized the cooperatica existing between the NDAA and the
L

FB5I and Wthh awarded honorary membershlp in the NDAA to the D1rector.

The plaoue was originally scheduled to be presented at the

~ finz1 banguet of the meeting on Saturday night, 3/15/68; however, New
Orleans District Attorney Jim Carrison, wzthout the prior approval of
" NDAA President William J. Racgio, listed himself 25 the main speaker
at the banquet, and, when Morris learned of this, he arranged for the
placue to be presented at the Association's Luncheon on 8/15/68 (which
was not aitended by Garrison) to avoid sharing the platform with Garrison

" at the banquet. This change in time of presentation was accomplished
quietly and without any concern being expressed to the general membership.

The award was presented by NDAA President Ragglo and the
_-blague reads as follows: ) .

C A s~ "National District Attorneys Assocratlon presents to

J. Edgar Hoover
as an expresszon of the hmh ec<zem in which he is held by
its members and in graueful appreciation of the valuable
assistance rendercd and the interest taken in our association
and for his outstanding Contribution in the fight against Crime
in our Nation, the Board of Directors Certxfy that he has
.been voted an : ‘Z;"'
K .Eonorary Membership Fo -
- ‘ “§n this dssociation and is exntitled to lla.ll prxvileges granted
N ‘under its Conshtuhon and by—la.ws. » RIS JS= .
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MentorarGum to Mrgishop @
. Re: Nationzl District Atiorneys Associaton ,
Awzrd of Honorary Membership to the Director

. -In his brief acceptance remarss, Morris stressed the Director's
opposition to 2 nationzl police force and his belief in full cooperation with -
each agency fulfilling its responsibilities. Morris stated that he knew the - -
Director would treasure the awaxrd &s a recognition of the cooperation between
the FBI and local prosecutors and that it was a privilege to accept the plaque
in Mr. Ecover's behalf. - o

-

a .
. It is noted that Raggio subseguantly became increasingly concerned
> about the possibility of ‘Garrison mazldng irrational charges in his proposed
- gpeech at the firal banquet. Consequently, on Saturdayaiternoon, 3/16/68,
Raggio, who is District Attorney at Reno, Nevada, and NDAA Vice President
. William Cahn, District Attorney of Mineolg,.New York, summoned Garrison
~** and ffs Chief Assistant, Charles Ward, fo Raggio's hotel room. At that time
. Ragcio informed Garrison that he hoped Garrison would keep his remarks

+ briei and that he (Raggio) felt the banquet was neither the time nor the place”
_ to Giscuss pending investigations nor level charges against anyone. Raggio
4 later told Morris that Garrison replied that he would speak only for a few
. . | minates but then, becoming highly emotional and irrational, stated that when
he was through there would be 5o coubt in anyone's mind about the conspiracy
in the Federal Government, etc. Reggio then stated if Garrison felt that way .
{ then he would have to ask Garrison not to speak at all as Raggio would not
. permit the NDAA to be a forum for such charges. Garrison stated that unless
* he was allowed to speak he would cancel the banquet and instructed Ward to
_ Jock the doors to the banguet room of the hotel and to not open them until’
¢ - his speaking time was assured. Rzggio refused to be blackmailed in this
manner, even though 600 people had tickets i> dttend the dinner which was to
be hz1d in the next few hours and the tickets had been paid for. Raggio again
stated he would not allow the NDAA to be a forum for such behavior and
jnstructed Czhn to irform the NDAA Board of Directors that the banquet was
. canceled. The NDAA had already paid the hotel $15 per couple for the banquet
«1 ard this money was not refunded to them.

The NDAA officers, Board of Directors, and general membership
are solidly behind the Director and the FBI and it is feit that the attached note

of appreciation to President Raggio should be sent. -
. RECOMMZENDATION: -That the attached letter to NDAA President William J.

- - _ Raggio, Reno, Nevada, be approved and sent.
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