i

tun:jt of fellows connected with the
- Cuban deal asked 10 feave it there over- |
night.” It was all right, assurcd Banster, -
> haye approval from sonwbody

- -« lhe rsomebody.” onc can surmise

", from t'hc Gordon Novel episode which

.. foHlows, was the CIA. Novel is wanted |

© b the DA as a material witness in the

1941 burglary of the Schlumberger Vel

: , 7 Co. muniuens degip pe. - New Orleans.

S T subpoensed by the grand gury kst
) March, Novel fied 10 Mclgan. Virgima,

: : . neat door to the CIA comples at Lang- |

i o ‘ les. and toch a lie detector test admun-

: : 4 istered, by a former Army intelhgeoce

v ’ ollicer which, he boasted to the press,

prosed Garrison's probe was a fraud. He

then skipped first to Montreal and then
to Columbus. Ohio. from where Gover- |

nor James Rhoges., in one of the most o

ahsurd stipulations ever attached to & <

normally rottine procedure. refuses (0

extradite him unless Garrison agrees not

10 question him on the assassination.

From his Ohio sanctuary the fugitive
cry prically asserted that the munitions |
caper was one of “the most patriot
burglaries in history.” When an enter-

. prising reporter toqk him to a marathon
. party, Novel's indiscreet tongue loos-
encd further. According to the States-

) * Iem article, Novel's oft-repeated ac-

e count was that the munitions bunker

was a CIA staging point for war naterel

destined for usc in the impending Bay of

Pigs invasion. He is quoted as saying

that on the day the munitions were

picked vp, he “was called by his ClA
contack and told to jojn a group which

was ordered to transport munitions from *

the bunker to New Orleans.” The key to
the bunker was provided by hus CIA
contact. Nayel reportedly said the others
in the C1A wioup at the bunker weie
David- Ferrie, Sergio Arcacha Smith— .
New Qrleans delegate to the Cuhan De-
mocratiaRevolutionary Front—and vev-
eral Cubans. The munitions, according:
to his account. were dropped in Novel's
office. Ferrie’s home and Bamslcr‘s
office-storcroom.

L Feme.\\o'rkrdonund oll' for Bamster |
es an imvestigator, and the mutual aflinity
was sugh that ip 1962, when Eastern Air
Lines -was in the provess of dismizsing
Fenis for publicsty over alleged homo-
sexval .acts, Banister appeared al -a
Miami hearing and delivered an impas-

LT . sioned plea on his behalf. When Banister

. suddenly died, the ex-pilot evidently

cem——

% -RAMPARTS - Tan .

' T aufl would ,usth.O ‘s.:nu;hl ..a cqum:'l wan of h|~ lvD\L) e
. e [

" ahe yoars Hb’ and Y63, B photo-

“madvertyutly overlipped the et

| acgis that mounted the Bay of Pigs in-

realized he was a prnwe suspest 10 Gar-
rison’s probe, Ferrie systenucally dus-
nmd «f inis papurs and documents fin

-t o

copyiny. The bibliopriph. A R FLN
papes be had written {at ony ome beid
caged srice I s home o which he
‘evpensicntad with cancer implanis), b

portion of notes recording *ise fegrne-
uend, Inctuded s the mastan, “Copies
of B's i sunsahly Bamisier™s) moaceoniing )
tiles 10 Athinta nte-wingersfsw).™ ’
“The Bamr files were sepuied 10 e
the largest :allection of “anti-com-
munist intelligence™ in Louisiana, and

pait ‘were sold by hi> widow ta'she Sov- v

creigrity Commission, a sort of state
HUAC, where 3 Garrison investigator
was able lu e\ammc them. Banister's
filing system' was modeled alter the
FAI's, and comained files on both friends
and foes. The *10™ and *23 -¢lassifica-
tion dealt with Cuban matters; 23-5, for
example, was lIgheled Cutuin Democratic
Revolutionary Front and 10-209 simply
Cuban File. There way a main file, 23-14, |
labeled Shaw File. but someone had
completely stripped it befure Garrison’s
man got there.

The Cuban Democratic Revolutionary
Front. whicty occupied what was grandi-
osely called Suite 6 at 543 Camp Sireet,
was the coglilion of Cutan exile “lib-
eraton™ gioups operat:ng under CIA

vasion. Arcacha, the New Orleans dele-
gate of the Miami-based organiznion,
is a dapper, moustachioed man who had
served in Babstas diplomauc corps.
There are aumerous witnesses who at-
test that he was a confidant of Banister
and Ferrie, and that us office was t way
station for the mixed bag of Cubtun
exiles and, American adventurers. in-
volved in the “liberation™ movenrent:
Late in 1962. the Front closed up shop,
at’ which time Arcacha became a
founder of the Crusade to Free Cuba,
a paramibtary group of mibtam right
wingers _In Marciv 1963, ‘he moved 10
Houston, Terns. Early in his investiga-
tion. Garnison charged Arcocha with
being u arty to the munitions burglary |
with Novel and Ferrie, but by this time
he was living in Dallas, where he refused
to talk to the DA's men without Dallas
police and dssistamt DA Bill Alexander
present. When Garrison obtained an
arrest \nrnnt and sought to extradite

" {f.l t.
ENCLOS_URE,

fum. levas Governor John
would b sign the papers.
As for Owald and 544 (‘am!
Garrnon dedlares that “we hA\c_
witnesses who can testify they ¢

T Oawald threoni wnd erefous
S One watacss is v 3 fewas,

in Bamrder's stable of imestiva
“Tae 1952, Lewis sins, he was «

" ¢offer in the restauriant pest 1o S

St wien Cubanenale Carkos €

- ahowane fose o Arzacha, cane

3 vounrsnan b mtreduced as U
wabl. A few days later, Lev.
Quirown, Oswald and Ferrie 1o ¢
S34 Comp Strect. A few days aft

_he barged into Banister’s office

terrupted a meeting between B
Quiroga. Ferricand Leon Oswak |
net unul he was interviewed by G
thag Lewss concluded that Leon
was probably Lee Harvey Owwnl
ing that 1he “natral deaths of ¢
and Ferric were strikingly -
Lews has slipped into seclusion. ;

- s
{CIA: THE COMMON DENOMINA®.

N OR, ABOUT THE NIGHT ¢
; . tember 16, 1963, a nond.

Leon Oswald, the brillic

ratic David Ferrie, and a
exccutive-type man named Cht'
trand disussed a guerrilla amb
President Kennedy in Ferng's
ment. There was talk of “triang
of fire . . . the availability of exit .
man had to be sacrificed to give th
One OF TWo FUNMEn Lime 10 escaM
capy out of the country would b
pianc flown by Ferric. This was ti
of the tesumony of Perry Ra:
Russo at & preliminary hearing fo
Shaw, accused by Garrison of <«
ucy n the assassination. Russonle
Leon Oswald as Lec Harvey Oswa’
Clem Bertrand as Clay Shaw.

What would bring three such
disparate men togethet in the first
One possible answer: the CIA.

On the fiinge of downtown N
fems, the huilding at 544 Camip S

-across the street from the gover

bunding which in 1963 housed th
CI1A hcadyuarters. One block av
640 h.hlgzllme Street, is the Will:
Reily Co., a coffec firm where (
was eniployed that pivotal summ
worhed from May 10 to July 19.¢
a total of $548.41 (Commission E.
1154). Despite this, he did not
hard put td support Marina an:
g g T

. £ 657 ¢




