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on
Orleans Statesliem broke e sfory that
would electrify the world—and hurl
district attosncy Jim Garrison into 8

 bittes fight for his political lifr, An cnler-

A

o

prising sepnter, checking vouchers filed
with the city by the district etforney’s
office, divaicred that Ganison had spent
ouvcr S8OM) imivstizating the avassina-
tion of Pirsident Kennedy. “Has the
district  attorney  discovered valuable
additional evidence.” the States-Tiem
asked Alitorvially, “or is hr mercly saving
- some intciesling naw infounation that
will gain for hin exposne in &’ national
magazine?™ Mung, Garrisun  counter-
allacked, confuming that an inquiry into
Kennedy's asavnination was undes way

and chaiging that the Siates hem's “irse- -

sponsible™ yevelation ~has now sreated a
problem for wus in finding witnesses and
grlling coopcration f1om other wilnesses
and in at least one case has endangered
the lifc of & witnes™

‘On February 18, newsmen from all
over the world conirrged on New Orleans
T ta hear Ganvivon announir sl & pres

* - conferense: “We have been investipat-

ing the 1ole of the city of New Or-
Icans in the assassination of President
Kennedy., and we haie wmade some

i brogress—] think substantial progre. ...
- . What's more, these will be aneste™ 4s

3

Y

1

-

srporiaas  flashed news of Garrison's
| staicment across the world. & 19-year-old
New Oicans pilat, David Feviie. told

% Cacwsnen that the district attoyney had

[ S

. gation, I'm & cross beteeen Al Capone
and Aitila the Hun—bribing, thicalen-

ing innocent men. Anxbody who enplays

'PLAYBOY INTERVIEW:

Felwuary ‘17, 197, the New

“Torvead the press accannts of my investi- -

. e

him “pfgg;d-;z the griaweay pilot in an’

claborate plot to kill Kennedy.™ Fervie, a
bizmre fizure who wore & flamingaed
wig. fahe xebrows and make-up fo con-

acal busns he had suflered years bejome,

denicd any involivment in a comspiracy
to Eill the Pievdent. Ganvison, he said,
was out ta rame him. Four days later,
Ferie was found dead in his shabby
tincesoom apartment in New Orleans,
astensibly of matusal causes—though he
Icft bchind two suicide notes.

The press had grecied Garrison's ini-
tinl claims about a conspiracy with e
measure of Septicism, but Ferrie’s death
was front-page news avound the world,
Gargison bioke his sclf-impowd silence
ta charee that Fcrrie was “a man who, in
my judzment, was one of histary’s most
impomiant individuals.” Aiwcording  to
Ganvison, “Alr. Ferrie was one of those
individuals I had in mind when 1 said
there would be anests shortly. We had
veached a decision o avvest him early
next week, Apparently we waited too
fonz.™ But Carvisan vowed that Fenie's
death swould not halt his investipation,
and added. “Alxy stafl and 1 olied the
assawination weeks ago. ! wouldn’t say
this if we didn’t have the cvidence
bryond a shadow of a doubl. We know
the kex indiziduals, the cities involied
and hae it was done,®

On Mareh 1. Carrison celipsed cven the
headlines from hus pscvious press confer-
encc by announcing the anest of Cluy

“4 number of the men who killed the
Presidert aeve foimer employees of the
Cl4 invalied in its anti-Castro under-
ground actizities in the New Orleans area

" Shaw, a wealthy New Orleans business”

allorney of new orleans’

man  and sealesiate  developer, on’
charges of conspiring to asvassinate John -
F. Kennedy. One of New Orleans’ most

prominent citizens, Shaw was @ Joundes
and diveclar of the cily’s prestigions .- -

International Trade Alast from 1997

10 198, when he velived 1o devote his”. .
time to playwriting and restoring his- ">

tovic hamrs in the old Fiench Quares, =

The dux alter Shaw's anest, Ganisom -
declased that “Shaw was none other -~
than Clay Bcrtiand.” the shadowy ~
queen bee of the New Otleans homeo- - <.
sexual undevworld, who, according to

altoiney Dean Andicws” testimony bee

fase the Wanen Commirion, called -
tam the dux afirs the asassination and = - -

asked him to wwsh to Dallas o defend

Oswald. Nhaw heatedly denied his guili:
=l never heard of any plut and I acver

usrd any alias in my lije.”™ But XNew Or- :
leans society, whick had long counted -

Shaw one of its own, was stunned.

On March . a panel of thiee judges
hond Ganison's case in a preliminary =

hearing 1o detcimine
enough evidence against Shaw to bring

kim 1o trial. Pary Raymond Russo, a 28-

year-old lhfeansunance salesman from
Buton Rouge who had onie been Fenie's

“roommate.” bestified that in mid-Septem. -
ber of 1963, he had atiended & mecling -

at Fenic's apartment wheve Show, Lee
MHaney Oscald and Fenie discussed
mcans of avaninaling the Piesident in @

“President Kennedy was killed for

one
scason: becanse he was working for a vee-
onciliation with the USS.R. and Castro's
Cuba.’ His asasing were 4 group of fs-

il there was

JIM GAKRISON

_ d candid conversation with the embattled district

S
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“tiinngulation of cron foe™
wrard uitness, Veynon Bun
ysrar-ald former naveoties adiliet, $estified
that in the sumier of 1963, he saw Shae
pav a sum of wmaney to Lee Haiey s
wald on the shove of Lake Pontehar.
Dain, On Mareh 17, aficr & fomr-day
hearing, Judges Maleolm U, llaa,
Benard ], Bazert and Matthew S Da-
nifl ruled these was sulficient eiidence to
hald Clay Shawe fon Hrinl. Gangsan®s hand

was further shengthened on Maveh 22,°

when a 12-member grand jury of promi.
nent Xew Ovleans cittizens, empuncled la
hear Canyivan's case,- aln avuled these
were wifficient giounds to ning Shaie to
romt. Pending tial-<which iv b duled
to begin somctime this wmanth—SNhae
was alloieed ta ga fice an S10.000 hail,

The Amrnmn pres oo mained dulious
about Gmirison’s ability 1o sy his
chaiges in comt, and domestic seneraze
of and commentary on the distvicl atien-
nex’s case theicalter was. al best, low-bey
—al ward, contempluons. But av Neww
woek weporied om Mareh 20, “In Ewape,
where thawans still cling ta the com-
spiracy themyx in spite of the Naren
Comminion®s soncludan that §ee flar-
ivy Oveald acted alone . ., . CGariison
and hiv imestization bave boen the stufl
af pazronc headline.” “F'm encomazed
by the suppmt Emrope is Ininzinz me”
he tald a ParisMawh separtes. “Fioery
day, I veecive Ietiers and geleziams frao
all the capitals. v ecen had six iele-
plone salls from Mowear.” One was from
Literatununa Ganta. a nestizions Maos-
cone literary mugazine, swhich an an in-
sarview with CGanison canduding that
theie was a compivacy o bl Kennedx
but that Osvald "drlmih-l\' swrasn’t the
kex figme in 1.5

Garvison aho had his mp[»mhn in the
U.S. Baston’s Richard Cardinal Cudiing,
fatherconfessor to the Kennedy lnmil\'.
said of the New ileans ppobe on Marveh
162 =1 think thex should jollae it shrough,
. « o 1 never belicied that the avavina.
tion was the wmk of anc man” Ind
Repicventative  Roman  Pucinki. an
Hlinois Democrat, said: “Fm swprised
moare atiention hawn’t been paid to the
ruling that Clax Shaw 20 on tial fos par-
ticipating in a plol lo avawinale Pies-
dent Kennedy. These aen’t wuts but
thiee judges talking. I0s a nee ball
game™ Nenaln Runell 1 ong af ouni-
ana aha bisked up Ganion—an old po-
litical ally-~contending that he was only
doing *what a district attosnew should
do.” fl nd perennial Warsen Repost eritic
Mask’ Lane thimelf a riaveoy inler-
viewee last February), whow bestelling
“Rush to Judgmenmt™. helped persuade
Carrison to launch his in:vstigation, said
aftes a confesence with Gaveivan in Newe

Orleans that the D.A’s probe would

*bicak the entive case wide aprn”™
I] uolluun rlw. (.arruon s rrrlamlr

poll of Max 22 seivaled thal bn pes
of the Amevican public nese bels
thewe was & compimy o awssinafe
Kennedx, and ~a maiur canfributor fo
llln vieelling dondit i the inoestization
inta the auavsination by New lhlﬂms
dntrnt atterney fim Garrivan” Faen
with public apinian on his side, Garrison
was sunning into difficulticrs on seveval
frants In early snmer. Thee wilheses
he wished ta question about their com-
Plicity in the avavination had fle d §owi-
siana, and le weas unable to obtain their
exhadition to New Orleanv—a sclidlom.
encounteved roaldllak he ovdits 1o the
Cr4. “which knows that some of i
former emploxees were iwcobiad in the
Keunedy  avsasunation and is  doing
eoenvthing powible to Jontiate my in-
vestization in ovdey (o prevny the
Azenex’s goad name.” The CLA afuvs
10 conmnment an Gairisan's chmzes,
Coanriven war aha wnder heamixy  fre
avr the impoper methods allezcdle em-
plesed by his stafl. The mov blistering
indiectment of his Jrole was an \lt(.
televivion special on June 19, charzing
that Garvism’s iivedizatons hald nicd to
biibe thiee patential witneses— Alan
Beaubocuf, Mizuel Tones and Fied Lae-
mans—tao testify azaind Nhase: that Gar-
visow’s stafl had attempred o induce a
Wnglar, Johin Cancler, to plant falve ei3-
dencer in Clay Mhiawe's howme: and that
Caviran had alliceed Py Rusva and
Vernon Rundy 1o festifv against Shaw
cven thangh they had precionsdy failed
licsleteetor tesis. NBC added that ity in-
svtigatons had alw wnearthed the veal
=Clay Bevtiand”; and thowsh NBC didn’t
wane lim. it said that he was not Clax
Shaw, Subsequently. NBC mizht hace
hod seeomd thouzhis about it expens, for
the ne twenk granted Garrison an unpree-
dented 30 minuies of ime Satuwsiday-
ciening time to sebut i oun findings,
CGavsison charged that the thiee it
newes wha clanned his aids had tied to
biibe them were pesjmsers. 3o abo de-
wied that his office had appoashed foln
Cancdrer o buiglarize Shaw's home, and
stated flatly that both Ruwo and Bundy
kad paved their polvaiaph tests. On the
kv point of the “1eal” Clay Berhinnd,
Garrivan sad- that he Enee the identity
af the indivtdual NBC was lalking about
and that he was definitels nol the man
who callecd attmney Dean dndices tao
gam b gal aid jor Lee Haroex Ovurald.
Undismared—and undetcnied- by oll
the charzes and conmtereharze, Carri-
son still says, “$e are going 1o win this
cave, and anyone who Déls azainst ws is
going to low his money.” The embattled
district attorney may be ovoconfident,
but he has a history of winning cvery
fight he starls. Boyn in Denuivon, Toiva,
on November 20, 1921, Garrivon fleie an
unarmored spolter plane for the mtillery
in France and Germany dining Warld

.ll - Two and then altended Tulane .

o W o ® bt FF. thons secml M

N Oideams 1o wark av an avitant

distiicl attenney until 191, when he ye”
signed with & scorching attack on Mayor®

Fictor H. Sehivo, whom he charged with
corsnption and ’nlhll’f lo nmmml; en-
Joree the law, e

Garison enlored lhc tace for dmua
attney as & fewely uncompromising
vefovm candidate, lambasting the ~po-
litical machine™ of Mayor \clmo and
characterizing  the incumbent  dishict
attones, Richard Daseling, v =the zieat
emancipator—he lel_cverybody go [rre.'

~Ciarrivon, six frel, s, and 200 [mumh.

was quickly dubbed the =Jolly "Gieen
Gianl.” He had no political orzanization
and not much money. but his ‘personal
maznetivm and aclmal lo compiomise
appealed to the New Oileans elector-
ate. e defeated Dowling handily and
ompth  began  convicling men on
chazes his picdesessm had diopped.

CGarrivon's fov Years as districl allor-
ney have been stormx. e outraged
wany of hiv former supporters in the
businew  community by launching o
campaizn  azaint  vite on  Bowrhan
Stieet, chaszing that B-zirh werwe mevei-
lewly fleccing maive fowids, Garvison
cleaned up Bowbon Sneet himelf, pey-
sonally  padlocking wmany  honky-1onks
and stiiptease chubs. But his toughest
fzht—until the cwvient one—came in
1902, wehen hie announced that the ve.
fisal of the cits’s cight cruainalcont
judpes to apprave funds for his in-
vstigations of erganized crime “raised
interesting questions about yackelees in-
fucnces” The judges prompily chaiged
Cmssivon with defamation of chavacter
and oviminal libel—and & state conrt
Jned  hom  SI000, Garrivn  appealed
the caxe all the waxy 1o the Nupreme
Court. and on Naember 23, 1964, in a
tandmmt decision on the vight to criti-
cizr public ofiiials, the nation’s kighra
nlrunal vecerved his conviction, contend-
inz that “specch concerning pablic aflains
i anme than slf-expresion: it is the
Avme of wljgoieinment.” Nevr one
to tau the other cheek, Gavrisan sub-
sequenth employed his political influcnse
to unval a unmber of the judzes when
thex came up jor veclection.

The district altorney’s independence
has at times nettled bath left and vight in
Newe Osleans. When the police depart-
wment nied to-fnavcute & booktealer for
selling James Baldcin's “Another Coun-
x> Govison stepped in with a broad-
side againd ccmvonhip and won the
man's rr!raw—-pwmpl!r Minging down
on his head the wrath of the lnrul White
Citizenms Coundil. 3t the other end of the
political spectiwm, he hay been oviticized
Uy the liberal American Ciiil Liberties
Union. which once accused him of Oy
ing an a"rghl sapist “in the prew vather
than in the courfioom™ Bul Negro
Jender in the city say Ganison has been

o Baiv and imhartinl dntriect altarnex: v
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bi« last bid for seelection, IvC ;
wrll in the Negro precinets ass= did in
the white, . - - ol
The ycars 196% and 1766 woe—by
Garrison’s  slandards—relatizely  quiet.
His only major public coutroversy during
this period flared up when he intesceded
with Loutsiana Gavernor Jolhn MdKeith.
en fo win a parelon fn & local stripper
named Linda Bisgette, who had been
convicted on a chaige of lewd dancing.
Garrivon claimed it was impovible 1o
define obscenity in literatuse or the arts
and argued that jailing Mis Birgetle
would be & “giow mivarriage of jus-
tice” McKeithen acceded ta his pleas
and, despite cries of proted from local
blucnows, the incidenl served to in-
creave Garrison’s populayity,
The sume could haidly be said of his
scunent probe, which has v a-le him both
a target for ahuw—judified o ather-
wise—thal has tended o obuwwe rather
than clarvify the issues tnmohvd in the
imvestigation. and a victim of oficn one-
sided  press caverage that NBCs half
hour of cqual time hav dane litile ta vee-
tifx. In vLAYRON's opinion, Garrisan has
notl yet had the chance 1o pmesent hic
side of the care—in carl or onl—with-
oul expusgation or elditonializing. Ve
feel he ought to have that chance.
Toward this end, in mid-July, we ap-
proached the embattled district atiorney
with our offer of an impartial, apen-
ended  inlorviecie, The 12-ham c1rons-
examination that follicred —in the midst
of Garsisan's-round-the<lxk invedigation
—was conducted m the living yoon af
the twosioy home he shaves with his
blande wife and thice xoung chiliien in
& tice-lined sesidential neizhborhood of
New Orleans. As the dog-thed dishict
aftorney shetched his long legs anoss a
couch, batteved briar pipe qa political

trademark) in one hand. a vodka mastini:

(his favenite dvink) in the other. pravrov
intervicwer Eric Novden began by asking
him to anvieer the mont damaging charges
of his nvities.

PAYBOY: You hune bren accusd-—by
the National Broadcasting  Company.
Newaceck, the New Ordeans Mctropoli-
tan Crime Commision amd your own
former imetigative aide William Gur-
vich—aof attempts to intimidate witneses,
of engaging in ¢riminal conspiracy and
of inditing to suh felonics av perjury,

- criminal defamation amd public brilxty.

How do you rospond 1o thoe dhaige?

GARRISON: ['ve  stopped lx-alj_ug my
wifc. All the chirges you ctiumerate
have boen made with one purpose in
mind—to place our office on the defen-
sive and make us waste valuable time
amwering allegations that have no basis
in fact. Abo invohed is a piychological
by-product valuable to those who dou't
want the truth about Kennedy’s asassi-
nation to bocome known: The very sepe:
tition of a charge lends it 2 cortain

<y

to Uclicve that wheie thore®s i

thare’s fise—although 1 find #t dificult~vo -

belicve ehat the public will put much
cnddence in mav of the dastardly deeds
I've been acared of in the pas few
monthy Jus recently. for eaample, the
nuuor went amouxd that my wafl was
peckdling marijuana to high school stu-
dents and that one of our major witnows
hiaed just confessed that his testimony was
bawed on 2 drcam induced by an ovardose
of IAD. Wche also been accmed of
planning an attack on the kxal FBL
oflice with guns foaded with red pepper,
having stolen moncy from owr awn in-
sestigatise files and having threatened 1o
shoot one witness in the derricre with an
oatic gun propelling truth-serum darte
1 just hope they neser find ot about my
inmohcement in the Bovon Brinks yol-
bary. 1 must admit, howerer, that I'm
beginning to worry abowt the cumulative
effcet of this propaganda blivkricg on
potential jurors for the trial of Clay
Shaw. 1 don’t know how long they qan
withvand the drumbcat obhligato of
chapes exoncrating the defendant and
convidting the prowcutor. For months
vow, the ostablishments artillery units
have been pounding away at the two
themes NBC focused on—-that my offke
wes “improper methoh™ with fegard to
witncwes and that we don’t really have a
casc against Mr. Shaw and he should
sever be brought 10 trial. 1 hoje you'll
give me the diame 10 amwer ewh ol
thewe charges in datail: but firs, bkt me
clalxnate 2 bit on the methods we employ
in this e any othet invesigation. My
oflxe has been one of the mant rupulons
in the connury with regad 10 the protec-
tion of individual rightv I'se boeen on
raoid for vears in law jowrnals and
books as championing the rights of the
individual against the oppresive power
of the state. My ofiue morved in and
prevented police seiaune from booksares
of bools arhitrarily labeled “olmene.™ |
jutenvencd and managed 1o pereade the
Louisiana legivlaiure to semorve "2 pro-
vision from jts new ende of criminal pio-
cedute that would allow judges 1o 1cach
out from the bench and cite newsmen for
contempt if they penned anything em-
barrassing to the judges. My office has
imestigated cascs where we had atready
obtained comictions: and on dixovering
new evideuce indicating that the defend-
ant was not guilty, weve obtaimd a
reveral of the sendict. In over Bve sears
of oflice. 1 have never had a singhe case
reversd beaane of the e of improper

mcthods—a record I'll match with any '

other DAL in the country. In this par-
ticular case, I've taken wnsual sigs to
proteat the rights of the decfendant and
assure him a fair trial. Before we intro-

- duced the testimony of our witnescs,

we made them undergo independent veri-
fving tests, including polygraph cvami-
nation, truth serum and hypnasis. We

“unprecedented siep in jurisprudence: in-

stead, the press turised around and hinted
that we had drugged our witheses or
given them pasthypnotic suggestions Lo
textify falely. Alier anesting Mr. Shaw,
we filed a motion for a preliminary hear-
ing—a procceding that ewentially oper-
ates in the defendants favor. Such a
hearing i generally requesied by the
defeuse, and it was vinually unteard of
that the motion be fled by the siate,
which under the law has the right 1o
chaige a defendant outright. without any
evaluation by a judge of the pending
charges. But T felt that because of the
cnormity of this accusation, we should
fean over backward and give the defend.
ant cvery chance. A three-julge panel
heard our evidence against Mr. Shaw and
his attormews” pebuttals and ordered him
indicied for conspiracy 10 avaninate the
President. And I might add here that it's
a matier of record that my sclationship
with the judiciary of our lair city is not
a Damon-Pythias camaraderic. Once the
judges had handed down their decision,
we coukd have immediately filed a charge
against the defendant just by signing it
and depositing it with the dity clerk—the
cusiomary method of charging a defend-
amt. Novertheless. out of concern for
Mir. Shaw’s rights, we volumtarily pre-
scnted the case to 2 blucribbon grand
jury. If this grand jury had failed 10 in-
dict Mr. Siaw, our cave would have been
dead an 2 doornail. But the grand jury,
compoxd of 12 cminent New Orleans
civizenn, heard our avidence and indiaed
the defendant oy participation in a con-
spiracy 1o axsassinate John Kenuedy. In a
further cfloit to protect the rights of the
defendant, amd in the face of the endles
Iy wiirated accusation that we have no
€xc against him—dcspite the unanimous
serdia of the grand jury and the judges
at the preliminary hearing—1I have studi-
owh retrained from making any public
starement aitical of the delendant or pre-
jitging his guill. OF course, this puts me
at 2 considerable divadvantage when the
prow claims 1 have o case against him,
bocaine the only way 1 could convinee
them of the sirength of my e is to
thiow open our files and ket than exam-
ine the testimony of all our witnewcs.
Apait hom the injustice such an aa
would do Mr. Shaw, it tould get our
whole tine thrown out of ot on the
grounds that we had prcjudicad the de-
fendant’s rights by pretrial publicty. So
1 won't fall into that particular trap,
whatever the provocation. 1 only wish
the prows woulld allow our case to stand
or fall on its merits in cowt. Jt appcars
that certain clements of the mas media
hane an actirve interest in preventing this
caxe from ever coming to trial at all and
il it necowary 1o cmnploy against me
every smear davice iu the book. To read

the prew accounts of my investigation—
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office across the country. we have sums

betwoen Al Capone and A yoc Hun,
ruthlewly hounding inn ancn, tram-
pling their kgal rights. Iribing and
tliscatening witnevees and in genaal vie-
lating every canon of kgal cthics. My
God. anybody wha emplovs the kind of
methods that elements of the wews adia
attribute 1o me should not only nat be a
district attorney, he shouk! be divhanal,
This case has taught me the diffcrence
between fmage and yeality, anmd the
power of the mythmaten. But 1 know
I've donc everything poswible 10 conduct
this imcstigation with honesty and in-
tegrity and with full respect for the cinil
rights of the defendam. Bur a blanket
denial of charges against me isnt going
to convinee amone, v why don’t we
comider them one by one?

PLAYBOY: All right. ‘The May 15th ivwuc
of Neawsweek charged that two of your
investigators offcred David Ferrie's lonmer
roommate, Alvin Beaubocul, S3tixt and
an airline job if hc would help sub-
stantiate your charges against Clay Shaw.
How do sou answer this accusation?
GARRISON: Mr. Beaubocul was one of
the two mwn whe accompanicd David
Ferrie on a myscrious trip from New
Orleans 10 Texas on the day of the asas
sination. so natwally we wuae incievad
in him from the very start of our it
gation. At fing he dowed every willing-
ness to cooperate with our office; but afier
Ferries death, somcbody gave him a lree
trip 10 Washingion. From that smeancm
o, 3 ehares canr e Boaolnz ol he
sctused to conprrate with us any further
and be made the duarges againe wy
imestigators ta which you relar. Fouuie
nately. Beaubocul had signed an afbulasit
on April 12th—well alier the alloped
bribe offer way supposd 10 hare been
made—athirming that “no repreentstive
of the New Orleans Parish district anor-
ney's ofhce has crer askatl mie 1o do any-
thiug but 10 tcll the wuth. Any infaence
or statcment by anyone to the contrary
has »o basis in fact.” As soom as his
anorney bogan broaddaasting his dharges,
we ashal the New Onrleans police de-
parunemt to thoroughly imestigate the
marter. And ou Junc 12th, the police
departmenmt—which is not, belicne me,
in the pocket of the district atorncy's
office—released a report concluding that
exhaustive imestigation by the police in-
telligence branch had cleared my staff of
any attempt to bribe or threaien Beau.
boeul into giving untrue testimony. There
was no mention of this 1cpt. predicta.
bly enough, in Newsireck. et me make
oune thing dlear, though: Like every po-
lice departinent and district attorney’s

set aside to pay informncrs for valuable
information—but we would never suborn
perjury. This isn't bocause we're saints—
short cuts like that could be awfully
tempting in a frustrating case—but be-
cuse we're realistic ecnough to know that

: : ST
alw be bought by the other 7 So
iy nather naine, apant fyon bek g Lhi-
cally objectionable, 1o assume that our
invedigators travel around the ountry
with hags of money uving to britx wit-
newes to lic on the witness stand, We just
don’t operate that way. - :
PLAYBOY: On an NBC telnrision special,
“The }.F.K. Conspiracy: The Cae of Jim
Garrivon.™ a forner Turkish-hathhowse
operator in New Orleans, Fred Locmans,
¢laimed that . one of your aids oflered
him money to textify that Clay Shaw had
ficquented his establivhment with Lee
Harvey Owald. Do you also deny this
champe?

GARRISON: Yes: and it's a peafect illus
tration of the poim 1 was just maling
about how easy it is for the ather side
to buy wirncses and then charge us”
with itc own misonduct. My, Leemans
came 10 us in early May, volunicering
testimony to the eflect that be had often
sen a man namod Clay Bertrand in hic
bathhouse.  somectimes  accompanicd by
men he doscribed as “Latins.” In 2 sworn
afdavit, Leanans said he liad alo wen
a soung man called lee with Bertrand
on four or five occasionn—a man who fits
the description of Lee Haney Owald.
Lecmans abo identifid the Clay Ber-
trand who had ficquentad his evtablish.
ment as Clay Shaw. Now, this was
importait testimony, and initially we
were favorably improsed with Mr. Loe-
man. Bt then we stanted aecciving el
frewn him demanding womes, Wl I'we
toll you our policy on this, and the an-
swer w2 flat na. He was quict for a
while and then-he called and adied il we
would approve i he sold his stors 10 a

-magarine. since he badh noakd moncy.

We icfuwd to give him ah approval.
Apparcemly. the National Binadcasting
Company was able 1o cstablish a warmer
relationhip with Mr. Leemans. In any
case, he now savs that be didu’t reallv lic
1o uy; he jux “10ld us what he thought
we wanted 1o hear” I'm osuie he was
equally cooperatise with NBC—although
be's beginning 0 spread  his - favors
atound. When a reporter adked him
for more information after the bhraadcst,
Leemans refused, explaining that he was
saving himsell for the Associated Provs,
“since T want 1o make somcthing out of
this." I would like 10 make ouc pervonal
renak about Mr. leemans 1o don't
Lnow il he was lying to us initially or not
~though I suspect from atler evidenee
in my powcession that his statcment as he
first gave it was accurate—but anybody,
no matter what his financial siraits. who
trics 1o make a fast buck off the assassi-
nation of John Kenncdy i several rungs
below the anthropoid ape on the crolu-
tionary scale.

PLAYBQY: On this same NBC show,
wewsman Frank McGoe claiined  that
NBC investigators had discorered thay
your two key witneses against Clay

—both failed polygraph tests prios
their testimomny before the grand jury.
the cac of Ruwo. who claimed 10 hs
attended 2 mecting at David Ferni
apartment  where  Shaw, Oswald a~-
Femie plotted the asassination, NI
said that “Ruwo’s answers to 3 series
questions indicate. in the language
the polygraph opcrator, *deception «
teria.’ He was asked if he knew CI
Shaw., He was asked if he knew L
Hanvey Oswald. His *yos® answer to boi
of these questions indicated *deceptic
criteria” ™ Did Bundy and Russo f.
their licdetector tewe? -~ - -
GARRISON: No, and NBC's allcgations
this area are about as aedible as
other charges. The men who admin
wacd both polygraph sty flatdy de
that Ruso and Bundy failed the te
I'll offcr right now 10 make Russo’s ar
Bundy’s polygraph tcsts acessible 10 3
reputable imestigator or reporter the o
Clay Shaw’s wial begin: I'an't do
bdue that. because I'm sestrained I
relening maierial pentaining 1o Shas
guilt or innocence. Just for your inforn
tion, though, the veracity of Bundy a:
Ruso has been afbrmed not only throw;
poligraph tests but through hypnosis ar
the administration of sodium amyial
truth serum. 1 want to make a propo
tion to the presidemt of NBC: If o
e B wee, tap 1 will reign
distriet attorney of New Orleans, o i
untiue, howerer, then the prosident -
NBC should rsign. Just in case he thin
I'm Kidding, I'm ready 10 meet with In
at any time to sclet 2 mutually accey
able commitice to determine once ar
for all the truth or falchood of 1
charge. In all fairnes, however, 1 m
add that the laar Bundy and Ruso paw.
their pohgraph wests is wol, in and of
scll, irrefutable proof that they were te
ing the muth: that's why we adminisien
the other wests. The lie detector isut”
foolproof technique. A man well 1
hearsed and in complete control of his
sell cari master those reactions th
would regisier on the poligraph as d
ccption  criteria and  get away wi
blatamt lies, while somcone who is ¢
tremely nenvous and anxicty-ridden con’
tefl the truth and have it segister asa b
Much abo depends on whe adminisic
the tos, sinee it can easily be rigged. Fe
oxample. Jack Ruby 100k a lic-detear.
1wt for the Warren Commission and to
fic after outright Yie—even little lics th
could be casily chaked—and yet tt
Warren Comumission concluded that 1
paved the test. So the polwgraph is on
onc weapon in the arsenal we use
verily 2 witness” testimony, and we ha,
nerer considerad it condusive; we ha
abundant documentation 1o cortobora
their storics. .
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By admitied having lida i his testi-
mouny linking Clay Shaw 10 Lic Owakd
Do you dismiss this as just another NBC
falnication?

GARRISON: Mowrs, Canchr and Torres

weie both comicted by my office, ay wae
almost hall the men in the state penis
teutiary, and I'm sure the great majoity
of them have little love for the man who

Tsent thum up, 1 don’t Spow it they

fabricated their stories in collusion with
NBC or on their own for motives ol
revenge, but 'm” comtinced from what
1 koow of Vernon Bundy that his
testimony was truthful. NBC manipu-
Iated the statemonts of Cander and
Torres to give the improwion 10 “the
vicwer that he was watching a nial on
telesision—my frial—and that thoe ~olb-
jective™ witnows were saving oxautly
what they woukl sy in a ot of Law.
Actually —and NBC scrupulously avoided
¥evealing this 10 iy audicice—their “us-
timouy ™ was not under vath, thae was o
opportunity fur aowcxamination or the
presentation of webuttal witnew, and the
statements of Cancler, Tones-and alt the
rest of NBCS rod company wore odined
50 that the public would hear ouly thune
clements ol their stoty that would dam-
age owmt anse. The rules of evidence and
adversary procedure, B omight add, hasve
heen developuond aer preiny years progicedy
19 prevent this Lind oo phony wde dem,
Of o, these tho comias have bheen
used against my office in a variety ol re-
speas. Miguel Torres abso claims 1 oflared
him a tull pardon, a sxation in Flatida
and an ounce of heroin il he would tesi-
fy that Clay Sliaw had made howaeaual
overtuics 10 him on the stcet. What on
earth that would have extablished rele-
vant to this case 1 still don’t know. but
that’s his story. I think it was aqually
rather cheap of me to ofier “Forres only
an ounce ol haoin; that wouldn’t hine
fasted out his vacation. A Lilo would be
moie like it. Afier all, I'm not stingy.
Towres friend John Cancler, a burglar,
has also charged that onc of my investi-
gators tticd to induce him o burglarize
Clay Shaw’s house and plam fabe evi-
dence there, but e relused beauw hic
would not have such a heinous sin on his
comcicnee. § supprne that's why Candler’s
prison nickname i “John the Baptis.” 1
ean asuie you, if we'ever wanted to bur-
glarize Shaw’s home-——which we never did
—Joln the Baptist would be the last man
on carth we'd pick for the job. By the way,
Mr. Cancler was called before the grand
jury and asked if he had 10ld the wruth
to NBC. ¢ replicd: “F refuse to anwer
on the grounds that my answer might
incriminate me™—and was prompuly
seniencad 1o six months in prison and

and Joha Cander. 1old \(‘r 4 Vernon

g
MAYSOY: Tht NBG yucial ;l«C { 5).'.1
to hine dicorvered that “Clay. oi Tlem.
Bertiand does exist. Clem Bortiand s
not hiv yeal nawe. It is a pendouyin
usd by a hdmowexual in New Orleans,
For his protection, we will not disdowe
the real name of the man known as
Clem Beraand. 1is 1eal name has been
given to the Departmen of Justice. He is
not Clay Shaw.™ Daewn’t this undennine
your cntire case against Shaws
GARRISON: Your faith ju NIKTs veracity
is touching and indicates that the Age
of Inmxceike is not yer over. NBC des
nat have the seal Clay Bertand: the
man whowe name NBC so clodiamati-
cally tuined over to the Justice De-
partnent is that of Eugene Davis, 2 New
Oilans bar owner, who has fiymly de-
nicd under oath dhat he has ever used
the name Clay, or Clem, Bertrand. We
know from inconttavatible cvidence in
our posscsion who the real Clay Bervrand
is—and we will prove it in court. Bt 10
nake this whole thing a litde deaser, ket
me wll you the genois ol the whole
“Clay Bentrand™ story. A New Orleans
fawyer, Dean Andiensy, told the Wansen
Commission that a few months Ixdore the
avassination of Prosident kennady, Lee
Haney Oswald and a group of “gay
Meruanos™ came 10 his ofhee and se
quented Andiews” aid in having Owald’s
Marine Corps undosirable  discharge
changed g an bonable dislog:; O-
wald subeqquently sotunal abaw with
other hgal probknns. Andiens hather
totifbiad that the day alier Pacsident
Kennedy was avwassinated, e racived a
aall hom Clay Bernand, who asked
him 10 1ush 0 Dallas 10 represent Oy
wakl. Andrews daims e sulsequently saw
Beritand jn a New Otleams bar, bt
Benrand fed when Andrews approached
him. This was intriguing tstimony, al-
though the Wanien Commision  dis-
missd it out of hand: and in I,
Mak Lane naveled 10 New Oleans
1o speak to Andrews. He found bim
visibly frightencad. “I'll take you to din-
ner” Andrews told Lane, “but 1 can't
tatk about the aase. I aatkd Washinglon
and they told me that if I said anything,
I might get a bullet in the head.” Far the
same reason, he has refusad 10 cooper-
ate with my office in this investigation,
The New York Times reporicd on Feb-
nnary 26th that “Mr. Andiews said he
had not talked 1o Mr. Guirisor hecaue
such talk might be dangerous, but
added that he belined he was being
“ailed.*™ Andrews told our grand juy
that he could not say Clay Shaw was
Clay Bertrand and be could not say he
wasn't. But the day alicr NBC' special,
Andrews broke his silence and said, yes,
Clay Shaw is not Clem Bertrand and
identified the real Clay Boarand as

Eugcne Davis. The ouly trouble is, An-

for scare aud have Ixen scen ficyun
i each other’s company. Andicws
lird so often and abowt 0 many ayw
of this caxc that the New Otlcans Par
grand jury has indicted him for perje ™
1 feel sorry for him. since he's afraid
getting a bullet in his head, but b
gring 1o have to go to wial for perju
[\ndrews has since been conviced ]
PLAY2OY: You exprewed your reaction
the NBC show in concrete 1aims on J-
scventh, when you formally chairged Wy
ter Sheridan, the network’s spedal ine
tigator for the broadcast, with anempr:
1o bribe your witncss Penty Russo.
you really fune a case againg Sherid.
or i this just a form of haravwmentt
GARRISON: The 1cason we haven't Jout
major ¢ax in over fise yean in ofhce
that we do not chaige 2 man unless
can make it stick in court. And I'm
in the business of harsing anybo
Shaidan was charged beause evida
was brought to us indicating -that
attempted o bribe Penty Ruswo by ofi
ing him free ransportation to Calilors
frce Jodgings and a job once there, p
ment of all -Jegal foes in any extradiu
proceedings and  immunity  from
oflue. Mr. Russo has stated ¢hat She
dan asked his belp “to wieck the Ga.
son imestigation™ and “offcred 1o set :
up in California, protcct my job a
guarantce that Ganison would ney
ot e exitaditall,”™ Acconding 1o Rus
Sheridan added that both NBC and
CI\ wuie out to scuttle my wase.

¥ think it’s significant that the chief
vestigator for this ouensibly object:
Lroadeast stanis telling people the day
arrives in town that he i going to ™
stioy Gantison™—this at the same ¢
he is unctuowsly awswring me that N
wanted only the truth and he had an »
tirely open mind on my case. Let me t
you somcthing about Walier Sherida
Badkground. and maybe you'll understa
Tiis true role in all this. Sheridan was o
of the bright, hard young investigat.
who ciuered the Justice Depariment ¢
der Babby Kennedy. He was asigned
nail Jimmy Hofla. Sheridan employew
wide saricty of highly qucstionable 1
tics in the Justice Department’s relent)
drive against Hofls; he was recently w
pocnacd 16 testify in conncction w
dhaiges that he wirctapped the ol
of lHoffas awociates and then play
back incriminating tapes 1o than, wa:
ing that unlos they testified for the G
cment, they would be dovtroyed alo
with Hofta. A few years ago, Sheridan 3
the Justice Depaniment—officially, at le.
—and went to work for NBC. No hon
reporter out for a2 story would have
completely prejudged the situation a-
been willing 10 employ such tactics.
think it’s likcly that in his ecal to desu
my e, he exceedad the autha
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York. I pet the impression

R najori-
1y of NBC everutines ik o hought

Sheridan’s geam came down hese in an
uncompromising scarch for sthe nwh,
When Sheridan overstepped himeel amd
it became olnious that the broadoast was,
1o way the leadt. nat objective. NEC real-
ized it was in a touchy ponition, Conler
heads prosailed and T was allowed 10 pre-
sent our case ta the Amcrican people. For
that. at kav. I'm singulatly gratelud to
Walier Shoridan,

PAYBOY: How do you 1espoidd to the
charge of vour critics—inddnting NRC
—that you launched this probe for polit-
aal reasons, hoping the attendant pub-
licity would be a springboard to a Senate
scat or to the gonernorship?

GARRISON: 1'd have 10 be a taribly cvni-
cal and conupt man 10 place another
human being on trial for conpivey to
murder the President of the 'nited
States just 10 gratify my political amihi-
tion. But I guess there are a lot of poople
around the country.  osperiadlv afier
NBC's attack, who think that’s jus the
kind of man 1 am. That rather saddens
me. I'm no Albent Schweitzer, bt §
could never do a ghing Jike that. T detive
no pleasue fiom proscuting 3 man.
even though 1 know he's guiliv: do vou
think I coukt deep at night or Jouk at
myell in the minror in the morning & §
hounded an innocent man? You know. 1
always reccived much more satislaciion
as 2 defenee attornes in olaaining on o
spusittal foot o elocnot than § ever bane av a
D. A in abtaiving a comidtion. All my
interests and sumputhics tend 0 be on
the side of the individual as oppo~ed 1o
the sate. So this is mally the worst
charge that amane could make agring
me—that in owd 10 get my name in the
paper. of to advance politically. | woukd
dostroy another human being. This Kind
of chaige reveals a good deal about the
personality of the people who male it: to
impute such motives to another man i 1o
imply you're habnting tham your-ell.
But to look at a diflerent aspeat of your
gucstion. I'm indined to challenge the
whole promive that launching an imeti-
gation Jike this hokl any political advan-
tages for me. A politially ambitious man
would hardiy be likdy 10 dhallenge the
mansed power of the Federal Govern-
ment and criticze o many houotable
figures and distinguishod agencien Aotu-
ally, this chage is an agument in favor
of my imoesigtion: Woukd such a Wdimy
1ype. eager ta probiteer ontthe assavwina-
tion, jeopardize his political ambitions if
he didn’t have an ironclad case? I § were
really the ambitious mouster they paint
me, why would I climb out on such a
limb and then saw it off7 Unlos he had
the facs, it would be the last thing a
politically ambitious man would do. I
was perfectly aware that [ might have
signed my political death warramt the

»
couldn’t care s as Jong as IC a M
sowne light on fohn Kennody's .-:’:k 4%
tion. As a maier of fact, afier this lasgt
minderous year, 1 find mycll thinking
mare and more about wturning to prisate
life and having time to read -again, to
get out in the sun and hit a goll ball.
But before 1 do that. I'm going 10 aeak
this case and S the public know the
ttuth, 1 won't quit before thar day. 1
woulldn't give the bastards the <atidaction,
PLAYSOY: According to your awn former
chiel imcsaigator, William Guriich, the
truth aboumt the asassination has al-
cady been published in the Warnen Re-
port. Afier Jeaving vour staft Int Junc.
e anmouncod, “I there s any tiuth
to amy of Garrivon’s chasges about there
being a compitacy. § hasen’t Ieen able
10 find it.” When members of vour own
staff lune no faith in your cawe, how do
vou expeet the public 1o I improwad?
GARRiSON: Firt of all. § won't demy for
a minute that for at kay thiee months 1
tuied Bill Guavich implicith. He was
nover my “chicl ficdigaior™—that’s bis
oun wrmitnology—botaise e was no
stich punition on my vafl while he worhed
for me. But two days beloie Chrivmas
g, Guniich, who operates 2 private
dutettive ageney. visited my offce and 1old
me he'd heard of my imvestigation aned
thought § was doing a wondetful jeh. He
preented me with a beawiful color TV
sct amd asked if he could be of uw in any
capseinn. Willl aight then amd e,
abonahl Tone sar Back and aslod el a2
few warching (lll(\litlll\——'iLC how he had
heatd of my probe in the first place, since
ouly the prople we wrie questioning and
a few of my stafl. as far av I hnew. were
aware of what was going on at that time,
We had been wider way for only five
weeks, remembor. And I shoukl abe
have ncllad the old adage abowt
Gredky bearing gifts. But T was desper-
arcly undentaflal—I had only six aides
available to work on the awawiuation
inguity full time—and here comes a
unaivwd private imodtigator offvring his
senvices free of chamge. It was like a gift
from the gods. So 1 set Gunich to work;
and for the next couple of monthy, he
did an adequate job of talking to wit-
noesses, taling phmngraph\. ¢ But then,
around March, T learned that be had
teen seing Waler Sheridin of NBG
Well, this didut bother e at fust, be
cawe § didn't know then the role Sherie
dan was playing in this wholc aflair.” But
afier word got back to me fiom my wit-
nesses abowt Shieridan’s thicats and har-
asanent,-§ began hecping a clowt ¢cve on
Bill. T sill dido’e geally think he was any
Lind of a double agent, bhut 1 couldu’t
help wondering why he wav rubbing
clbons with people like that. Now. don't
forget that Gunich claims he became
totally digusied with o imostigation

at the time of Clay Shaw’s amest—

tinucd to wax cnthusiasvic about e
avpext of our case, and 1 have a do
witneswes who will testily to that effe
I guess .thisv was something that sho.
have tipped me off about Bill: He +
always enthusiasticc, never doubtful
cautionary, cven wlen 1 or one of
safl tluew out a hypothois that
rcflection we wealizved was wiong. An
Ixgan to notice how he would pick
mind for every sarap of fact pertaining
the case. So 1 grew suspicious and &
him off the scasitive arcas of the invd
gation and redegated him 10 chaufieur
and voutine cJcrical duties. This scer
to really bother him, and every day
would come into my offiie andd pump
for information. complaining  that
wawn't being told enough about the ¢
1 sill had nothing tonticie againu |

-amd 1 didn’t want to be unjust. bu
guew My manner must have coc
prereepibly, because one day about -
wonths Ielore be surlaced in Washi
ton, Bill just vanished from our siy
And with him. I'm sony to confes, +
ished a copy of our maser file. How
sou eaplain such behavior? Its posi
that Bill joined us initially for reas
ol opportunism. seeing a diance to
in at the beginning of an earth-shal
Gne, and  subsequently  chickened
when he saw the implacable determi
tion of some powerful agencies to dest
our investigation and divredit cverye
assadatedd wath it Bt 1 aeally don't
Bue Bill is thar mxh of a coward.
alo ponsible that thow who want
poent an investigation karned &
what we were doing and made a2 dedis
1o plant somehody on the imside of
fmaigation. Lot me siress that 1 have
sceret documents or monitorad tcleph
calls to support this hypothesiy; it
scems 1o mic the most logical esplanat
for Bill's behavior, Let me put it
way: Il you were in charge of the (
and willing 1o spend scores of million
dofles on such  relatively  penny-:
projects as infilirating the National ©
dents Avociation. wouldn't vou make
effort 10 infiltrate an investigation 1
could scriownly damage the prestige
your ageney? .o
PLAYEOY: How could your probe d.
age the prestige of the CIA and &
them 1o take countermeasurcs aga
)0“? . e . . h
GARRISON: For the simple naon tha
numlcr of the men who Killed the B
demt were former emplovens of the €
imohed in ity antiastro umlergrot
activities in and around New Ork.
The CEN knows their ideutity. So do
and our imotigation has evablished -
without the shadow of a doubt. Let
sttss one thing, however: We have
cvidence that any official of the CIA
imohad with the compiray that led
the Prsident’s death.-

PAYBOY: Do you lend no credence, tl
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] G.urcll Undethill, that
comspiracy within the ClA
Kennedy?

GARRISON: I've hotome l’:mulnar \nlll the
case of Gary Underhill, and Jve boen
able 1o aucstain that he was not the
upe of man to make wild or wnwub-
stantiated dnrx;t's. Underhill was an in-
telligence agent in World War Two aml
an expert on military aflaits whom the
Pentagon comidered one of the country’s
top authoritics on limited warfare, Ile
was on good peronal terms with the top
brass in the Ikfense Department and
the ranling officials in the CIN. He
wasnt a fulltime CIA ageat, but he
occasionally  paformed  “special awign-
ments” for the Agency. Several days
after the President’s avassination, Under-
hill appeared at the homie of ftiknds in
New Jersey, apparently badly  shaken,
and chaiged that Kennady was killed by
a small group within the CIA. He 1old
fricnds he Lelicved his own lifc was in
danger. We aan’t learm any more from
Underhill, 'm ahaid, heane shonh
aficrward. hie was found shot to death in
his Washingion apartment. The coroixr
ruled suicide, but fie had been shat be-
hind the Jelt car and the pistol was found
under his Jeft side—and Undahill was
righthanded,

PLAYBOY: Do you bielicve Undorhill was
murderd to silence him?

GARRiSON: I don't Iielicve it and T don’t
dishelicve it. All 1 kuow is that witiesse
with vital evileone s this e e eex
tainly had invwnance vk In the alrence
of further and much wmoie tonchinive ovi
dence 10 the conttary, howeser, we must
assume that the plotiers were acting on
their own rather than on CIA onlers
when they killedrthe Picsident. As far as
we have been able 10 detcnmine, they
were not in the pay of the C1A at the time
of the avassination—and this is onc of
the reasons the Picsident was mmdered:
'l explain Later what § mean by that. But
the CIA could non face up ta the Ameri-
can people and admit that its former em-
ployees had couspired to asasinaic the
President; so from the moment Kenne-
dy's heart stopped breating, the Agemky
attempied to swoep the whole conspir-
acy uinder the nug. The CIA has sparced
neither time nor the taxpayen” moncy
in its cflorts to hide the wuth about the
asassination from the Ametican people.
In this pospeet, it has heoome an ey
alier the taet in the awawination.
PAYBOY: Do you have anysconcdnive
evidence 1o support these accuationn?
GARRISON: I've never prvealed this be-
fore. but for at least six months, my ofhce
aud home tclephones—and thowe of every
member of my stafi—have boen moni-
tored. I there is as little substance to this
investigation as the press and the Govern-
ment allege, why would auyone go to all
lh:l lmublc' H h-:mc n 10 your judgment
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uork of the \\ omnen's Chncu:m 'l(’}

ance Vnion or the New Orleans (.Ir..m, e
of Commerce.

PLAYBOY: Tll:lls lmrdly conchinive i
dence. T

GARRISON: I'd m“! a bool to list all the
indications. But Jet's start with the faa
that mos of the attorncs for the hustile
witneses aid defendants were hired by
the ClA—through one or another of dts
tners. For example, a New Orleans
lawyar veprosenting Ahin Beaubocul,
who has charged me with cvery kind of
uncthical practice except child molesting
—T expeet that allegation to cnne shortly

bcfore Shaw’s trial—flew with Beaubocuf |

to Wadiingion immadiately alior my
office subpocaacd him. where Beaubocul
was qumunncd by a “retired” intclligence
ofbeer in the olfues of the Justice I
partment. This trip was paid lot. as are
the Jawver's kgal foes, by the ClA—in
other words, with our tax doflan. Anather
lawver, Sicphen Ploibing who seprocnts
Gordon Novel [another of Garrison®s hey
witiksws]. has admitied Bie is paid by the
CIA—and has abo adwitted his clicnt
is 2 CIA apent: you may have «een that
sy on juge a6 ol The New Yok
Times. next o ship departuns. Plotkin,
indidentally, sued me for S10.000.000
for defaming his client and sucd a group
of New nleans baninesunen financing
my m\csug:mon for $30.000.000—which
mecant. in cffect, that the CIA was suing
s v il they aeal abe moner. Tat any
sty fiked 3 wation for 3 depunition
to e talen from Nouel, which meant that
he would haic 10 wtum to wy jnis
diction to file his suit am? thus be liable
for guestioning in the compitacy .
Rather than come down ta New Oudeans
and [ace the mnic. Novel dhopped his
suit and sacrificed 2 possible 560000000
judpment. Now, there’s a man of prin-
ciple: he knows there are some things
more important thau moucy.
PLAYBOY: Do you abo belicve Clay Shaw™s
Lawvers are being paid by the CIA?
GARRISON: | can't comment dirctly on
that, since it relates 10 Shaw™s uial. Bat
1 think the clincher, as far as Washing-
ton’s obstruction of our probx goes, is the
womsistent refusal of the Federal Govern-
ment to make acassible to us any in-
foumation about the roles of the CIA,
anti-Castro Cuban cxiks and the paa-
military sight in the avawination. Thee
i\ without donbt, a coupiray Iy oe-
ments of the Faderal Govament 1o keep
the Tacts of this case from ever beeoming
tnown—a compiracy that is the logicl

oxtemnion of the initial conspiracy by the

CIA o conceal vital evidewe fiom the
Warren Commision. )
PLAYBOY: What “vital evidence™ did the
CIA withhold from the Wanren Com-
miwion? A

GARRISON: A pood example is Commis-
sdon  Exhibit vumber 237, This is a

T SUIDU T ST T ¥ U Y |

a;;cd man publishad without explanatios
or idemification in the 26 volumes of the
Wasren Report. There’s a significant story
tiehind Exhibic number 237, Throughow
the late summer and fall of 1963, btr
(hwald was shepherded in Dallas ane
New Orleans by a CIA “baby sitter™ ujln!
watched over Oswalds aaiivities and
na)cd with him. My officc knows \\ho h¢
is and what he Jooks like, 2. - .
PAYBOY: Are you implying that Oswalg
was warking Jor the CIA? - | :
GARRISON: Lot me finish and )ou cr
ducide for younclf. When Oswald weu'
10 Mexico ity in an offort to obtain
viwa for travel to Cuba, this CIA agen
accompanicd him. Now, at this partic
ular time. Mexico was the only Latin
American nation maintaining diplomatic
ties with Cuba. and lefuists and Commu
nis from all over the hemisphere travele
to the Cuban Embassy in Mcexico City fon
tvisas 10 Cuba. The CIA, quite propaly
had placed a hidden movic amena in ;
buikling aaes the wicer fiom the em
bawy -and filined cvenyone coming am
groing. The Warren Commission, knowing
this, hud an awistan legal counsel ask the
FBI for a pictwic of Oswald and his com
panion an the steps of the embassy, anc
the FBL in turn. filed an affdavit sa)mg
they had obtained the photo in question
from the CIA. The only trouble is thar
the CIA supplial the Warren Commision
with a pbowy photagraph. The photo
graph of an “anidemificd man®™ pub-
lidicd in the 26 volumcs is nof the man
who was filmed with Oswald on the sicpr
of the Cuban Embawy. as alleged by the
CLA. 16 perfealy clear that the actual
picure of Owwald and his companion
was suppresed and a fake phom sub-
situted because the second man in the
picture was working for the CIA iu
1963, and his identification as a CIA
agent would have opened up a whole
ean of worme about Oswald’s ties with
the Agency. To prevent this. the CLA
prosemcd the Warten Commission witl.
fraudulent evidence—a pattern that ye-
peats itsell whenever the CIA submit
evidence relating to Owwald’s posible
conpcction with auy U.S. iuwcdligene
azemy. The CIA licd 1o the Commission
vight down the line; and since the War-’
rcu Commision had no investigative
vafl of its own but had e rely on
the FRI, the Secret Service and the ClLA
for its cvidence, is suderstamlable why
the Commission conduded that Ovwak:
had no ties with Amcrican intclligena
agencioy -t
PAYBOY: What was |b¢ nature of thex
tiex? :
GARRISON: That's not aliogcther clear,
at least inofar v hiv specific assiga
ments are concerued; but we do have
nranf that Ohwald wae recruited by the
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™ CIA in his Marine Corpy 477 " enhe
was mysicriowsly schoole€ : > Russian

and allowed 1o subzaribe o™ 1aaeda. And
shortly before his trip to the Soviet
Union, we have learned, Owald was
trained as an imelligence agemt at the
CIA installation at Japan's Atsugi Air
Force Base—which may explain why no
disciplinary action was taken against him
when he returned to the U.S. from
the Sovict Union, even though he had
supposedly defected with top-secret in-
formation about our radar nctworks
The money he used to return to the US.,
incidentally. was advanced to him by the
State Deparument. o
PLAYBOY: In am article for Ramparts,
ex-FBI agemt William Turner indicated
that White Russian refugee George De
Mohrenschikit may hase been Oswald’s
CIA “baby sitter™ in Dallas. Have you
found any links between the CI\ and
De Mohrenschilde _

GARRISON: § can’t comment dircaly on
that. but George De Mohrenschildt is cor-
tainly an cuigmatic and inuiguing char-
acter. Here you have 2 wealthy, cultund
White Russian cmigré who travel in
the highest social drcles—he was a per-
sontal friend of Mrs. Hugh Auchindos,
Jadkie Kennuodys mother—suddenly de-
seloping an intimate relationship with
an impoverished ex-Marine like Lee Or
wald. What did they discuss—last year's
scason at Biarriw, or how to beat the bank
at Monie Carlo? And Mr. e Mahren-
safuibde Boas o ool fin popping ups in
the pent anteresting places at the mos
intacsting tinks—for example, in Haivi
just befare a joint Cuban exile-CIA ven-
ture to topple Dunalier and v the ivland
23 a springboard lor an ibvasion of Cuba;
and in Guatemala, another CIA training
ground, the day before the Bay ol Pigs
imasion. We have a good deal more in-

formation about Oswald’s ClA contacs |

in Dallas and New Orkans—most of
which we discorered by sheer chance—
but there are still whole areas of inqguiry
blocked from us by the CIA's refusal 10
cooperate with our investigation.  For
public comumption, the CIA claims not
to have been concerned with Owald
prior 1o the assassination. But one thing
is cenain: Dovpite these pious protesta-
tiotis, the CIL\ was very much awase
of Owald's activities well before the
Prosident’s murder. In a wotarized afh-
dinit. State Depastment officer James 1),
Crowky sates, “The firwt time 1 pe-
member Jearning of Oswalds existence
was when 1 roeccived copics of a tele-
graphic message from the Cemral In-
telligence Agency dated October 10, 1963,
which contained information pertaining
10 his cutrent activities.™ It would cer-
tainly be interesting to know what the
CIA knew about Oswald six weeks be-
fore the assassination, but the contents
of this particular message never reached
the Waiten Commission and remain a

72 “eompleté mysiery. There are also 51

CIA documents clawificd lo]"» A b
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the Natiounal Archives pertaining: Jaxe
Oswald amd Jack Ruby. 'I'cdmic:ﬂ')'. the
memixrs of the Commission had access
t0 them: but.in practice, any document
the CIA wanted classibied was shunted
into the Archives without caamination
by the sleeping beautics on the Commis-
sion. Tweuty-nine of these files are of
particular intcrest, becane  thicir tides
alone indicate that the CIA had exten-
sive information on Oswald and Ruby
before the assassination. A few of these
documents are: €D 347, “Activity of Oy
wald in Mexico City™; CD 1034, “tulor-
mation on Jack Ruby and Awociates™;
€D 692, “Reproduction of Ofhicial CIA
Dowicr on Oswald™; CD 1551, “Conver-
sations Between Cuban Prosident and
Ambasaador™; CD 648, “Reports of Trav-
ol and Adivities of Owwald™; €D 913,
“Alkgations of Pic. Eugene Dinkin re
Avassination Plot™: and CD 971, “Tecle-

phonce Calls 1o U1 S. Enbaswy, Canberra,

Australia, re Planned Asasination.™
The titles of these documents are all we
have 10 go on, but they'se certainly intri-
guing. For example, the public has beard
nothing about phone calls 10 the U.S.
Embavsy in Canberea, warning in ad-
rance of the assasination, nor have we
been sold anything about a Plc. Dinkin

who daims 0 have knowledge of an as-

sassination plot. One ol the top-scoret
files that most intrigues me is CD 931,
whicli is catithed “Oswakd’s Accew 10 1w
tornation About the U-2.7 T have 28 vaans
ol military expetience behind me, on ac
tive duty and in the resena, and I've
nover had any access to the U-2: in fact,
I've never scen one. But apparcmtly this
“sell-procdaimed Manis,” leoe Hanvey
Ovwald, who we're asuied had no ties to
any Government agency, had access to in-
foumation about the nation’s most sccret
high-altitude  recounaissaimce plane. Of
counc. it may be that noue of thae CIA
files reveals anything siniser about Lee
Harvey Ohwald or hints in any way that
bhe was employed by our Government.
But then, why are the 51 CIA documents
classificd top secret in the Archives and
inacconible to the public for 75 yeans? I'm
43, o0 theres no hope for mc, but I'm al-
reaily training my cightyvarold son ‘to
Keep himsell physically fit so that on one
glurious Scprember morn in 2038 he cin
wall into the National Aichivs in
Wanshington and find out what the CIA
knew about Lee Haney Owald. H
there's a further extension of the top-
searet dassification, this may " become a
generational aflair, with questionm pased
down from father to son in the manner
of the andient runic bards. But some-
day, perhaps, we'll ind out what Oswakl
was doing messing around with the U-2,
Of course, there are some CIA documents
we'll never see. When the Warren Com-
mission asked to sce 3 seact ClA memo
on Oswald’s activities in Rusda that had

been attadied to a2 State Departmes
Setter on Oswald's Rusian stay. wo
<ame back that the Agency was tertib
sorry,. but the secret memo had been d
sttoyed while being photocopied. Th
unfortunate acident took place on N7
sember 23, 1963, a day on which tha

“must have occurred a great deal of spot

tancous combustion around Washingio
navsor: John A. McCone, former o
vector of the Central Intelligence Age
cy. has said of Oswald: “The Agem
never contacted him. intenviewed hing
talked with him or received or solicite
any reports or information {rom him ¢
communicated with him in any manme
Lee Haney Oswwald was mever asv
diated or connected directly or indirect!
in any way whatsocver, with the Agency
Why do you refuse 10 accept McConc
word?

GARRISON: The head of the CIA, it seen
1o me. would think long and hard befor
he admitied that former enployees of b
had been involved in the murder of o
President of the United Statcs—even
they weren’t acting on behall of o
Agency when they did it In any e
the CIAs past tecord handly induc
faith in the Agenqy’s veracity. Cl
oflcials lied about their role in the owe
throw of the Arbenz Guaman regime i
Guatemala; they lied about their role i
the overthrow of Mosadegh in Irar
they licd about their role in the abortiv
military 3ol againd dubatne in 195
ey lied about the U2 incident; an
they certainly licd about the Bay of Pig
1f the CIA is ready to lic even about i
succenes—as in Guatemala and Iran-
do you wriownly Ubelieve s direct
would tell the truth in a case as explosiv
as this? Of course, CIA ofhcials grow
wed 1o lying, so steeped in deceit. th.
after a while I'think they really becon
incapable of distinguishing truth a
falwhood. Or. in an Orwellian sem
pethaps they come to belicve that tnu
is what contribuics to national securit
and falwhood is anything detrimental t
national security. John McCone woul
swear be's a Croatian” dwarf §f I
thought it would advance the interests «
the CtA—which he automatically cquan
with the national interest.

PMAYBOY: Let's get down to the facts «
the assassination. as you sce them. Wi |
—and why—did you ugiu to doubt tl
conchnioms of the Wanen Report?
GARRISON: Until as recomdy av Noven
ber of 1966, 1 had complete aith in d,
Warren Report. As 2 matier of face,
siewed ity most vocal critics with ¢l
same skepticism that much of the pre:
now vicws me—which is why | can’t co
demn the mass media too hashly for the,
cynical approach, except in the handh
of cascs where newsmen seem to be
active collusion with Washington 10 to
pedo our investigation: Of course, m
faith in the Report 'was grounded i.



ignomarnce. since 1 had ne Fad it as
Mail Lance says. “The only w31 vou can
Inticve the Report is not to hive rcad @™
But then, in November, § cisited New
Yotk City with Scnator Ruwell Long:
and when the subject of the avasination
ame up, he expresed grave doubis about
the Wanren Comminsion’s conchnion that
Lee Haner Owald was the Jone avawin,
Now, this divurhed me. because here wan
the Majority Whip of the LS. Scuare
speaking. not some publicity hound with
an ideological as to grind: and il ar this
Iate junciure he still entertained seriow
sesenations about the Commission’s de-
terminations, mashe there was more to
the asasination than met the cye. So §
began seading every book and magazine
article on the avwassination [ could gt my
hands on—my tombyone may be in-
scribed “crziosty snLie IME 0A"—
and 1 found my own daubts growing.
Finally, 1 pwt aside all otlnr bunines
and started 10 wade through the Wanen
Commision’s own 26 volumes of sup-
portive cvidence amd tentimony. That
was the dincher. It's impasible for any-
onc pavesed of reasonable objodtivity
and a fair depee of intclligence 1o read
those 26 svolumes aml not reach the
conclinion that the Warren Commiiwion
was wrong in cvery-once of its major con-
clusions pertaining to the assanination.
For mc, that was the end of innmcence.
PLAYSOY: Do you mcan to imply that the
Warren Commivwian  deliberatedy eon
akxl en Ladutnd o faan ol ke
asassination?

GARRISON: Noa, wou don’t ncal any ex-
planation more sinister than  incomypr~
tenee to account for the®Warien Repent.
Though 1 didu’t know it at the time,
the Commision simply didn't have all
the facts, and many of thoswe they had
were fraudulent. as Ive pointed out—
thanks to the evidence withheld and man-
ufactured by the CLA. U vou add to this
the fact that mou of the Commiwion
members had aheady prevumed Owald's
guilt and were meicly Jooking for facts 10
confirm ft—and in the process tranquilize
the Amcrican public—syoull realise why
the Commiwion was such a dismal failure.
But in the final aunalysis, it docsn’t make
a damn bit of diffcrence whether the
Commision members were sincere pa-
triots o mountchanks: the quedtion i
whethier Lee Oswald Lilled the Puesident
alone and wnaidid: ¥ the evidewe
docsn’t suppont thar condnion—and it
docsn’t—a thousand honorabile -men sit-
ting shoulder to shoulder along the banks
of the Potomac won't change the facts.
PLAYBOY: So you began your imcstiga-
tion of the Provident’s asassination on
nothing stronger than your own doulits
and the theorics of the Commission’s
critics?

GARRISON: Na. please don't put wonls
in my morrch, The waorks of the eritics—

general doubls about the asasination;
hut wmore Ilnpr»rl.lml) they kd me into
spetific areas of inqguiry. Alier 1 pealizend
that somcthing was scriously wrong. 1
had no alicrnastive but 1o face the Taa
that Oswald liad arrived in Dallas only a
short time belore the asassination and
that prior 10 that time he had lived in
New Oileans for over six months. 1 be-
came curious about what this alltgcd
avasin was doing while under my ]ur:s
diction. and my stafl |x1:'m an imustiga-
tion of Ohwald's activitics and contacts
in the New Oileans area. We inter-
viewed pcoplc the Warren Commission
had never qm\nom-«l ant 2 whole new
work! bicgan opening up. As 1 studicd
Owald’s morvements in Dallas my mind
turned back 1o the aftamath of the as
sawination in 1963, when my ofhoe ques
tioned three men—Dinid Farie, Alin
Beauborul and Mchin Cofler—on s
picion of being imohad iu the asawi-
nation. ¥ began 10 wonder if we hadn't
dismined thee three men -too lightly,
ad we reopened our imexigation into
their activitics,

PLAYBOY: Why did you becomne intercsied
in Forric and his avociates in November
19633

GARRISON: To explain that, I'll have 10
tell you something about the aperation
of our office. 1 belicve we have one of
the best district attorney’s offices in the
country. We have po political appoint.
ments amd, av a el thore's a deen
domy amount of eprit among wmn afl
axl an enthusinam for looking inte unan-
swered questions. That's why we pot
sogether the day aficr the avwawination
and Iegan examining our fils and
chaking out every political extremise,
religious fanatic and kook who had ¢ver
come to our aticntion. And one of the
names that sprang into promincnce was
that of David. Ferric. When we chetkad
him out. as we were doing with innu.
merable other suspicious (haraiers, we
diccovered that on November 220d he
had traveled 10 Texas to go “duck hune-
ing™ and “ice skating.” Wecll. uarurally,
this sparked our interest. We staked out
his house and we questioned his fricnds,
and when he came back —the firw thing
he did on his return. incidentally. was 10
comact a3 lawyer and then hide ot for
the night at a fricnd’s rooin in another
town—we pulled hiin and his two com-
panions in for questioning. The story of
Ferrie’s activitios that emerged was rather
curiouc. He drove nine hows through a
furious thunderstorm to Texas, then ap-
parcatly gave up his plans to go duck
hunting and instead wemt 10 an ice-
skating rink in {louston and stood wait-
ing beside a pay telephone for two hours:
he never put the skates on. We felt his
movements were suspicious. cnough to
justify his arvest and that of his fricads,
and we took them into custody. When

Weishers and Mart !.:mc—qn Dinyl-

terest and asked us to turn the thice
ower to them for qucioning. We o
but Ferrie was released soon afterwa:
and most of its report on him was cl.
sificd top searet and secrcted in the N7
tional Archives, where it will rema.
inaccomible to the public umit Squen
be 2038 A. b. No one,. mdudmg me, &
see those pages.” = - i
PLATROY: Why do )ou b('bcve lhe l-'!
report on Ferrie is classificd?
GARRISON: For the same reason the Pre
dent’s. autopsy X rays and photos an
other vital cvidence in this case are «l
sificd—bocause they would indicate ¢
oxisience of a2 conpiracy.. involvic
foymer employces of lhc (.l.-\. to kill t:
President.

PLAYROY: When )on tc\nmﬂl your i
scdigation of Ferrie three years lau
did you discover any new cvidence?
GARRISON: WWe discorcred a whole mare
ucy of undaground activity” imohi
the CLA. cloments of the paramilita
sight and militam  antiCasno ¢
groupr. We discorered  links betwa
David Ferrie. Lee O-wakl and Ja
Ruln. We divovered, in short. wh
1 had hoped not 1o findd, despite v
doulis about the Warrcn Commission
the axisicine of a wellorganized o
spiracy to asawinate John Kennedy,
compiracy that came to fruition in D.
las on November 22, 1963, and in whic
David Ferric played a vital sole.
PLAYBOY: Acteptitg for a moment yi
comontion that there was a Gonspiracy -
awasinate President Kemwdy, have y
Ieen abile 1o dikover who was imvohe
—in addition to Ferrie—how it w
done aud why? =~ .

GARRISON: Ves. T have. President Ke
nody was killed for one reaon: beaau
he was working for a reconciliation wi
the USSR. and Castro’s Cuba. H
awawins were a group of fanatic an:
Communists with a fusion of inten~
in preveating Kennedy from achievi
pexclul relations with the Comm
nixt world. On the opcrative level of @
conspiracy. you find anti-Castro Cuba
_exiles who never forganve Kennedy
“failing 10 send in U.S. air corer at 1l
Bay of Pigs and who fcared that tl
thaw following the Missile Crisis in Oa
ber 1962 augured the total frusiration « .
their plans 1o lilerate Cuba, They b
lived sincerely that Kenmedy had so!
tham out 16 the Conununists. On a g
er. woutrol fevel, you find a pumber ¢
people of ulira-right-wing persuasion-
nat simply conscnatives, mind you, b
jxoplc who could be dewribed as ne
Nazi, including a small dique that hs
defected fiom the Minutemen becaw
it comsidered the group “too liberal.
These clements had their canteens read
and their guns Joaded; they lacked on’
a - target. Afier Kennoly's  domest
moves toward racial intceration and h
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should be taxed. Bishop Pike's own de-

" momination, the Epixopal (Turch, was
; clower to the Luthcrans, with 40 percent
 sympathizing with taxation of churclws

Younger ceigy tend 1o have this sym-
pathy moie than do older clergy. For ex-
ample, 70 percent of the Preshyterians
under age 35 agreed with the statement
ol sympathy, as compared with 51 per-
went of the Presbyterian ministers over
53 who did mx. FHowever, such
dificiences are not equally dramatic in
all denominations: among the Mivouri
Synods, for instance, older cleigy are
somewhat more likely to agree with taxa-

* tion of chuiclis than are younger clerpy.

It should be made clear that s;mp:nhy'

with the hosition that tax exemption for

: churches should be climinated dors not
. pecessarily constitute commitment to the

| SUICIDE AND CIVIL LIBERTIES

position. In fact, il Congress were seri-

-1 owsly entertaining tax refoum and the full
| finandial implications of such reform

were icalized, this sympathy might van-
]

ish very quickly. On the other hand, if

ture has had the cffcit of making the
claigy. as a2 group. the strougest sup-
porters of sdial justice.
Jefisey K. Hadden, Ph.D.
Associaie Professor of Sociology
Western Roenve Unisersity
Cleveland, Ohio

riaveons coditors and readers have

said a great deal in The Plaxhay Foium
i about the right of the inditidual 10 do

whaiever he wishes as Jong as he doen't

harm others. You have puinted out how-

unjust and insane it is 1o have the p¥ice
waste their time hounding hanmlos indi-

- viduals while the rate of real crimes is

i continually rising. On all of the issucs

you have raiwd. § agice; but | would
tike 1o air anotlicr, vary personal dssuc:
the rights of the potential suicide.
Aucmpied suicide is a2 aime in many
states. What this means way  brouglt
home to me two ycars aga, when 1 ricd
10 cop out via a bottle of deeping pills
My huband came home hefoe T was
dead and rinshed me to a fio-pital. As you
can imagine, my mental state was not
much better when I wole up the follow-
ing morning than it had been when I
swallowed the pills. In fact, it ok two
prychiatrists, two ministers, my hushand’s
love aud the Kindness of several friends
to bring me back 10 sanity. Meanwhile,
1 was bLeing comtinually harmed. not
helped, by the following police actions:
As soon as I was rclcased from the
howpital, two policemen sery politely re-
oueered thae 1

PLAYBOY FORUM (mnluC{am pay ’,)
.Mmoun Synods, agreed that dlurdn:s

the facts weie mare widely known. sym- -
. pathy might be molded into commit-
: ment. We know, for example. that open
© discussion of racial injustice in our cul-

dent. When we gm there, lmc\cr. lbcy
proscoded g0 hool me for- the felony of
anempted saicide. 1 spent the night in
joil. and my hushand was told that he
eouldu’t we mie until nine the next morn- -
ing. He antived at exactly ninc, but the
police brole thcir promise and wouldn't
It us talk. My huband went and got a
fawyer, who sccuncd my scleae, -
While hauling to regain my sanity in
the following monthy, I had the c\ra
Dunden of incéwant suspense, waiting to
sce what further action the police would
take. Things were not helpad by the fact
that a very prisate ketier had been e
mored from my purse while I was in
antody. My lawser got the Jeuer back,
but wankd me that a photostat might
have been made. This haunted me and,
at times 1 still worry abowe jt. -
Tul.uy I am mml:ll) sound again, bt
my sanity iv centainly_not the reuh of
our laws or ol the way our police enfoice

than. | am writing this Tetter becauwe 17

know there are many others who will
cme 1o the odpe of suicide, as T did,
and who will cincounter there not the
sympathy and help that they need but,
instcad. 2 harasunent that “an  push

~ them Back 10 the edge again and perhaps

-

sreomnany thom 6ol

drite them over it

Cettainlv, the police have the sight
and the duty go provent soicides. Onee
this i donc, however, they should be

removed from such cases emtirely, and

only qualificd psychiatrists, clagymen or
swial workers should dcal with ihe
shatiered  human  beings who feel so
alone and fuightened as 1o want 10 o~
cape from the world entircly. The po'ice
should pot be allowed o put furter
prosure on waxh a2 penson.
(Name and addies
withhekl by regucest)

DEATH FOR RAPE

Reading the “Death for Rape™ letters
in the July Playboy Forum, 1 was sur-
priscd that ‘none of the’ letter writers
mentioned 2 conspicuous aspect of this
maticr: The death penalty for rape (as
well a for Kidnaping) not only docs not
deter the aime but actually encourapes
the popetrmor 0 compound it. The
rapist (or Ridmopet), i he comiders

the penaliy at afl, will recognize that he

fxex death for simple rape (ot Lidnape
ing). with the victim swviving 10 identi-
fy him. If he provide an added measure
of peronal security by killing the victim,
the penalty cannot be increased. Why,
then, shoukd he hesitate to kill: Fortu-
nately for socicty, criminals do not usual-
Iy engage in such contemplation while
commiting acts of desperation.

The, way the aiminal nonmally b
baves is illustrated by two men [rom
Rhalc Iand who are now in death row
Vo

et

Flam:whiss Sezee Ponltoosiary,

'!'l'».,r\"tﬁunl'ra! their victim in Nashua,
New Hampnhire. after kidnaping him in
their home state. which has no death
penalry. They actually had to cross two
state lincs in ‘order to quahly tbcmsclses .
for the 1ope.
bomc deterrent.

‘ Lexington, Massachusctes
Tl:rr( are caves similar {0 that of the
Rhode Islanders, hirational behavior such
as this—together with the fact thal slates
without the death penally have lower
homicide 1ates than states with this “de-
tevient™—has led pychiatiists o conm-
jeetne that many potential murderers
Lave a tendeney ta suicide. If this theory
is conect, then the death penalty, with -
its avanance of self-destruction, cam
actually incite to murder. ... ...
Recent Playboy Forum kucn on capi: |
tal puaishment and rape raise an inter- .
oding question. The attitide that rape -~ -
is on the wme level with murder 3 akin -7, -
10 the warped thinking of the rapis -
himself, in that it abnormally overom-
phasizes sex. And, of course, it is pre -
ciscly this attitude that makes rape o
naumatic for the viaim. Rape, actually, -~
is pot at all similar to murder; it is an
offense of roughly the same sort as assault
and banery. The vicim of ponscxual
violence endures similar icnor and pain,
tetles with emational aficacfioaas: i
the victin of rape suffers more intensely,
it is anly in proportion to the degree that
shame and fear dominaic her attitode
toward wx. ;
Clarcixe  Dartow  oixe commcmed N
that it is alent imposible 10 win an a- °
guittal in a chililtape cac. This is be-
caune the jury overreacts emotionally 1o
the aime, Jooks for a saapegoat, finds .
onc st up by the proccution and re-
fuce 10 livtien to the evidence. This is
truc 1o some extent oven when the vie
tim is not a child; and. for this reasom,
the chatce o an innocent man's hcmg .
comvicted of rape-is much higher than is
the cae with burglary, grand larceny,
hattery and other crimes that evoke les
cmotional seactions. ‘
For these rcasons, the death penalty is . .
utklevirable in sape caess but, ala for
the samie reasons, it is unlilely to be
diontinued in the near future, - :
Mary Johnsan -

Fon Angeles, (alllonua

CASTRATION FOR RAPE
§ agree with Thomas Rogm (The
Pluybay Forum, April) about onc thing:
The death penaliy is a3 disproportionate
ly screre punishment for the aime of
rape. But other punishmcits are incflee
tual becawse of their comparative mild-
noew—all, that & except one: castration.
No ether punishment so petfectly fits
the «rime. For not only will the emas
sulated rpig nover amain be able 10



