
        

“CONTEMPT GaSE- 
~TIERE DISMISSED 
“cones WEE Is Freed from| 

6-Month Sentence 

A criminal district court! 
judge has set aside a six-month 
Sentence of John “The Baptist" 

efancler, a ‘convicied burgiar)” 
-* who was cited for contempt of 

court for refusing lo repeat al 
charge against the district at-| 

-forney’s office before the Or-]_ 

jleans Parish grand jury. 
- } Judge, emnard J. Bagert, 
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whe ciled Cancler for com 
a tempt earlier this year, said 
j Wedaesday he dismissed the 
j contempt conviction and the 

. sentehcé Tuesday afternoon 
| at the request of the district 
j attorney's office.. 

. { Cancler was called before the 
jury as a result of his appear- 

oN ance on a National Broadcasting! 
. Ce. program critical of District 

‘Attorney Jim Garrison's: em 
- — fbedy assassination investiga- 

j tion. 

; Cancler charged on the pro 
:gtam he was asked by two af 
{Garrison's men to break into, 

‘Kendant Clay L. Shaw and put 
;Something there. - 
[ Afler he refused to repeat]. 
ithe charge ‘before the jury, be 
‘was taken before Judge Bayert 
jand was asked if the statement 
was true. Alter he refused to 
‘answer again, Judge Ba 
leited him for contempt and 
sentenced hint to six months io 
jail and an alternative of a $500) 
fine or one year in jail. ° 

Cancler already faced an 18- 
year term for a ourglary coo- 
victioa, 
Judge Bagert said Assistant 

District Allorney Richard ¥. 
Burnes and research assistant 
Louis Korns contacted him and 
,asked that the conviction be set! 
aside. . 

Tne reason given for the re- 
quest, Judge Bagert said, was' 
that the district attorney's of- 

  
   

    

    

    
    

   

    

     

  

Htrenes-in federal court filings 
_jea criminal appeals.   
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lice feared the conviction woulaf. , 
Le reversed because of recent} . 
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