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. Fort Wayne — 4 spetcial room -

: - in St. Francis Collcze will be the

eventual display place for a Fort
Wayne man's collection of Ken.
nedy Memorabilia but parochial
schools in this area may borrow

" part of the collection for their

own display in the meantime.
Donald B. Blackwell, who ia
1958 started collecting  photd-
graphs, printed matter and kegp-
" sakes concerning the young man
who was ghen Senator John F.

Kennedy, explains that scveral |

schools and charitable organiza-
tions already -have made use of
his ecollectio ..

- . The Kennedy collection ‘has
grown to 80 volumes. Blackwell,

- who is in the advertising and dis-

blay business, estimates that he
spends three or four nigkts 2 week
working on the collection and the

- dengthy correspondence rquired to -

compile it

+ * BESIDES OVER 4.000 original

photozraphs of the late President,
the collection includes many doc-
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uments which inelnde 2 letter In
Kennedy's handwriting and a
pholograph autographed by Jao
queline Kennedy. It includes such
objects as the patch of the honor
guard at Kennedy's funeral, a
picce of the black cloth used on
the caisson at his funeral’ photo-
'static capies of the indictments for
the arresis of Lee Harvey Oswald
‘and Jack ‘Ruby.

Slatkwell tecame interested in°-
John ¥. Kennedy as a public fi-
sure oi great magnstivai whea he
begam to step into the national

“limelight. He wrote for campaign

material and gradually acquired
&n assortment of it. Through Xen-
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graphs from many individuals whi
played some role in Kennedy's last
few hours and death, For instznce.
he bas obtained the sigznatures of
Father Oscar L. Huber, C.M., and
Father James Thompson,- C.)..
who were called to administer the
-last rites to President- Kernnedy.
Fr. Thompson sent Blackwell an
autographed copy of his book ew-
titled _“Around One O'Clock™
“Blackwell's favorite souvenir
a PT-109 tie elasp, 2 gift from th.
late President's brother, Senator
Robert Kennedy after viewing
~Biackwell’s collection with Seua.
tor Birch Bayh.- (He has corres-
ponded at some length with both

nedy’s adrministration as president, - Bobby and Ted Kennedy in com-*

Blackwell received correspoad-
ence from Pierre Salinger. press -
secretary; Evelyn Lincoly,*JFK's -
personal secrelary, and Mrs. Ken-
nedy's staff,

. The president's assassination in

Dallas brought personal sadncss to
Blackwell and many pages to his

-collection. He bas lellers and auto-

0
.

- o s oaa

S S

* .

. Fort Wayne, Indiana, <6608,
| Y :

piling his collection.) '

A SMALL SITTING coom in

" Blackwell's home §s piled high?
with the volumes of the Kennedy,

collection. His favorite phoo-i

graphs of the late president adorn:

the wall He obviously treas.:

ures the collection, which . repre-

serts uncounted hours of work for’

him, but wants to share it with

other Américans, especially boyr -

* and girls wo may be inspired by,
. the Kennedy legend. Information

-+ about his collection may be ob *

" tained by wriling Donald B. Biack =
well at PO Box 2703, Station D ¢
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