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By. LINDA CALDWELL 
Perry Raymond A%usso 

apparently out to. soften 
punches which defense ui- 
torneys for Clay Shaw are 

"expected {a throw at him 
during Shaw's upcomind ihe gir} 

a ©OF but that 
to kill President ested in “discussing sex," 

| trial on charges of 
spiring 

_ ; Kennedy... 
. | Russo, a dark, affable in. 

/ Surance salesman, has 
emerged so far as the axis 

‘in Orleans Dist. Atty. Jim 
Garrison's investigation in- 
© an alleged plot to kill 

; Nennedy. Shaw, former di-   
“<1 vector of the New Orleans 

‘International Trade Mart, 
; §§ aceused of participatin 
“in that plot. pe s 

Russe, *who claims to 
have overheard the plot, 
said here yesterday = the 
celense will probably pro- 
Auge—wrtaeescs to testily 

, Uhal he is homosexual, was 
“once picked up as a Suspect it 

- : M1 an alleged rape and at- 
--; lempted lo commit suicide. 

| Ina talk here before the 
| Takeshore Lions Club — his 
'*¢cond civic club appear- 
‘*nce bere within the past 

' | tea weeks — Russo brought 
; at into (he open accusa- 

"| sions he expects the defense 
- 1 make in an effort 

. i liseredit him as a witness. 
Russo said in an interyiew 

Jiotuwing bis talk that he 
does not know if he is Gar- 
/Wison’s chief witocsses. His 

. ‘testimony, however, was the 
chackbone of a preliminary 
-'earing which bound Shaw 
isver for trial on the sensa- 

   

.ie-|Gonal charges. ' 
i Filed Affidavit 
> Ru said 2 Mrs. Lillie 
MagAiieStains, whom he 

, bocw inyNew Orleans as 
SandcM {fett, would pred- 
ably Testify that in 1955 she 
fred an affidavit accusirg 
tim of rape. He said she 

: [Re FeRed-charzes and bad 
‘him arrested only “to gu 
40 sce Bim 
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headquarters ta confront 
Miss Meffett. at which time - 
a*‘detective spun hee 
around in a’ swivel chair 
and she fell off."* 
Russo said he tried to get 

to read magazines, 
she was only inter- 

“Subsequent fo that she 
moet 4 preacher,” hp said 

Russo alse sald that Mrs. 
McMains would probably 
testify he tried to commit 
suicide by “slashing his 
wrists.” * 

Russo said” the defense 
will also produce a witness , 
to testify that he was homo- - 
sexual. He said the antici- 

led wilness was a mem- 
of a. baseball team 

which Russo’s Young Re- 
publican team defeated. 

Questioned about the after 
effects of the investigation, 
he said “I don't think I'd do 

again.” 
He added later that the 

case bas cut down on his 

evn tippy ta $5 

Shaw DeferiseAngle.
 

+ He said ke wes t-ken to 
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critics of the Garrison um 
vestigation, natacty-—that . * 
Garrison announced he had - 
solved the assassination pri- ©... 
or to the time Russo came * 
forward with his story. ~~ = 

“I don't know if he had - 
the case solved or 7 
Russo said. “Whether he 
could have proved it, E don =... -- 
know, but I'm willing to ~~ 
take his word.” . ooo 

The young Insurance 
salesman also discussed the 
late David W. Ferrie, the 
bizarre pilot whom Garrison _ 
claims was a co-conspirator ~ 
with Shaw. - / 

Ferrie died shortly before 
Garrison announced he had 
“solved” the assassination. 
Orleans Parish Coroner ° 
Nicholas Chetta ruled he . 
died of natural causes. ce 

Russo, however, said he 
doubts this is the case. He 
sugzested Ferrie could have 
prompted his own death bv ° 
failing to take a drug to . 
counteract high blocl-sme” - 
sure. 

‘ wae -s Busso repeated his allega- 
work productivity and Wit—Ton5 that National Broad- 
probably lose him some fu- 
ture friends. 

A cit member ques- 
tioned Russo about the 
length of time that elapsed P 
before be told his story of 
gverhearing a plot to kill 

e@ president. 
“I'm sure you people are 

familiar with the same 
taing,” he said. “It wasn't 
very infrequent you could 
bear people say, ‘If I had a 
gun I'd shoot him.’ * 

Plaquemines Case 
He cited the current alle- 

gation against a Plaque- 
mines Parish man accused 
of conspiring to harm politi- 
cal boss Leander Perez and 
asked how many times 
Someone had been over- 
heard to Say they would like 
lo kill him. 
Russo answered all. ques- 

tions, except those dealing 
with defendant Clay Shaw. 

e said he does not believe 
is violating judicia 

guidelines applicable to prin- 
ciples In the case. 
Russe gas also queried 

about w \ hae been vonsid- . 
ered a glaring coafittby~ 

casting Company represen 
tatives made two atlempts - 
to “intimidate” him while. 
Teparing an hour- 

documentary highly critical - 
of the probe. . : 

He said NBC's original . 
approach was to “allow me 
to state that my (testimony 
been doctored under hyp- 

nosis.” : 
“Then they sald why not - 

wipe the slate clean and - 
say, ‘I'm sorry but I lied.’ 
Russo said be refused to. 

go along. 
“I saw what I saw and 

heard what I beard,” he 
said. : 

Russo said there has been 
no “over attempt” on his 
life, but that he was threat- 
ened twice over the tele . 
phone in Baton Rouge prior _ : 
ta moving to New Orleans, . 
April 1. . 

The speaker was intro 
duced by Lakeshore Lions . 

resident Fred Belclixs—*"* ... . 

ENalosuny, ~ 
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