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, nedy death plot ipvestigation, disappeared
lrom New Orleanl in mid-March, :

_.'By JOHN M'MILLAN AND HOKE MAY
~ Gordon Novel's New Orleans attorney
today said his client worked for the Central
Intelhgenee Agency here in early 1961. .
The public statement by Steven Plotkin "

'followed the States-Item’s discovery of a let- -

.ter which Plotkin said was written by Novel
:nn:. apparently directed to an official of the

. Plotkin reported that Novel drafted the
penciled letter, which was found in the 23-

(Related Story ea Page 1)

yearold former tavern owner’s one-time
!‘rench Quarier apartment.

In the letter, Novel tells a “Mr. Weiss®
Mbennulobeuken “out of this mess”
zby an unspecified date In March of 1967.

Novel, whom Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison
‘hiycated an_important wilness in his Ken-
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IIE WAS ARRESTBD APRIL 1 AT Ga-

'lmm. Ohio, on & warrant charging him

with compiucy to burglarize an oil service

& eompanyl mumuom bunkz at Houma in

l“l.
Sm:cﬁnthme.hehubemlrecon

" $10,000 boad while ngming extraditiop from
- Ohlo.

'l'oday, uld his client served

. as an intermediary between the CIA and

anti-Castro Cubans in New Orleans and

Mbmlprlorblheﬂpdl.l“l Bay of Pigs *

jnvasion. -

Novel’s role as 8 CIA operative was

first disclosed by the States-Ttem T
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ted stoey_dpril 25,

Garrison has charged that persons con-
sected with the TIA became angry at Ken-
nedy and plotled his death at Dallas. He
has charged the CIA with fomenting a
*“monstrous coverup™ and duping the War-

ren Commission.

PLOTKIN SAID NOVEL'S CIA WORK
had “little or nothing to do with the Bay

“When "NoveT left here in
mid-March, he went first to
Mclean, Va., to take a lie
detector test. McLean ig the
headquarters of the CIA,
Plotkin said Novel has
tapes, photographs and other
data which wil] be released
shortly and will “prove be-
yond any shadow of a doubt
that Mr. Garrison’s investiga-
tion is a fraud and a hoax.” .

HE SAID NOVEL has
turned the information over
fo a national news medium
and, that tape recordings and
other mauer: beh ::;:kdm":
possession wil re|
case Novel dies,

In the handwritten letter
draft found In a hiding place
ag_Novels former French
Quarter apartment, the fugi-
tive witness tells “Mrn
Weisg”:

“Our™ atlorneys and others
are fn possession of com-
plete sealed files containing
all Information concerning
this matter. In the event of
our suddes dcparture, either
sccidental or etherwise, they
are imsiructed to. simultane-
ously relcase same for pub-
lie scratiny lm different
aress . . "

At the same time, the lel-
ter speaks of taking “appro-
priate counteraction relative
fo Garrison’s inquisition con-
cerning us . . "

It suggesis (hat the busi-
ness of handling Garrison
may best be carried on

; “through- military channels

vis a vis the DI1A. man"”
D.LA. the abbreviation
fense Intelligence Agen-

leans.”

of Pigs invasion and certainly_had absolute-
ly nothing to do with the assassinalion of
President Kennedy.” H
The attorney said Novel worked as what
he termed *“‘chief of security” for Garrison
before *his forced departure from New Or-

But the lawyer declared his client actual-
ly was serving as a double agent in the em-
ploy of a “national news media.”

€y, an organization estab-
lished by President Kennedy
to supervise CIA after the
disastrous Bay of Pigs inva-
sion.

Speaking of the letter draft
foday, Plotkin said the “let-
ter was intended to the ad-
dressee of th letter.”

“As to the contents of the
letter or whether the letter
was actually sent, I don't
know,” he added.

“NEVERTHELESS,” Plt.
kin admitied, “the only com-
ment is that everything in the
letter as far as Novel is con-
cerned is actually the truth,”

Plotkin said the purpose of
the letter was to inform *“‘the
person to whom the letter
was addressed . . . of activi-
fies going on in Louisiana.”

Garrison has charged that
Plotkin and other lawyers.
representing figures in the
Kennedy inquiry are being
paid by the CIA. Plotkin has
denied the allegation.

" THE LETTER draft, which
a handwriting expert says
wag writlen by Novel, is a
sirange concoction of clipped
phrases, cloak and dagger
terminology and veiled refer-
:;;es to “top secret” activi-

1t begins:

“This letter Is to Inform you
that District (Attorncy) Jim

Garrison has subpenaed my- |

self and an sssociaie is lestl
fy before his Grand Jury ea
matlers which may be classi-
fied TOP SECRET. Actions of
individuals connecled with

DOUBLE-CHEK _ OEDGHM.- |

TION fa Miami in the first
quarter of 1961.”

The recent book, “The In-
visible Government,” which
carries details of CIA opers-
tions, identifies Double-Cnek
of Miami as a CIA front.

On page 7%, the book de-
clares that Double-Chek was
the company through which
pilots and other persons con-
nected with anti-Castes Cuban
operations were recruited.

“We have no current con-
tact available to inform of this
situation,” the Novel Jetter

draft continues. “So I took -

the liberty of writing you di-
rect and appraising you of
current situation . ., expect
ing you to forward this
thl;:ugh appropriate  chan-
u ”

..Although the draft Is un-

dated, the sequence of events
it relates places its writing
sometime in. late January or
early February.

It tells of “avoiding™ one
Garrison subpena but says
that attorneys have wamned
other subpenas are to follow.

“The Fifth Amendment
and/or immunity (and) legal
factics will nol swfficassshe
letter states.
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