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Manczhester in Error--Pentagon

The De-Ination of President John F

NEW YORK (AP) —

fense Department denies state-[Kennedy.

ments in William Manchester’s
book that President Lyndon B.
Johnson had not been advised

Security officialsin the Ken-
nedy administration also denied

on procedures for ordering nu-|that Johnson had not been
clear retaliation in she event of briefed. he U.S. atomic attack
an attack following the assassi- code was carried in a football-

presidential jet which took

Johnson and the body of Kenne-
dy back to Washington from
Dallas Nov. 22, 1963.

KENNEDY OFFICIALS said

that at the late president’s insis-
tence Johnson had .been famil-
larized thoroughly on the con-
tents of the satchel.

Manchester says in the book,

“The Death of a-President”:

“The difficulty was that John-

igon had no idea of what was in
‘the bag. He knewthat it existed,

but he hadn’t been briefed about
the contents, and if the thunder-
boit of all-out
iafternoon, the

var_struck that

counlry s retalia-
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fory arsenal could be spiked
until he had been led through
Taz Shepard’s primers tor the
first time.”

CAPT. ‘I‘AZEWELL Shepard
was a military aide to President
Kennedy.

Manchester aiso writes: .

“Had Russia attacked across
the DEW line, the greatest mili-
tary establishment in the histo-
ry of the world might easily
have been musclebound during
the 15 fateful minutes of
warning time and perhaps even
jafterward, when second-strike
capacity becamea factor.”
Manchester also says there
was a slowdown in commercial
telephone service because of the
great Joad of calls in the hours
immediately following the as-
sassination. He says phones in
the Senate and House offices,

the WhiteHouseand, the Signal;

" systems.”
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New Orleans
States-Item .

Corps had been paralyzed tem-
*porarily. >
According to Manchester’s
account, Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy roamed the streets in
Washmgton, trying the phones
of strangers, untii he got

ert F.Kennedy, to learn If their
brotherwas dead. -

“It became obvious that in a
national emergency this (tele-

first link fo_snap,” Manchester
writes.

Regarding the passages on

the slowdown in commercial.

telephone service, the Defense

_“Governmental communica-
tions, military and civil, were

through to then-Atty. Gen. Rob-|

phone service) would be the|
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fully operational at all times
and were far in excess of any
requirement arising out of any
secunty emergency. Those se-
commanicatiops operate
lndependently of commercial
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