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~. Lee Harvey Oswald and David William Ferrie 

were mmates in New Orleans two months _be- 
fore PrésiteRt John F. Kennedy was slain, a ey 

witness _in Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison’s probe of the 

assassination testified today. But in Da) Wald’stwidaw gast doubt on the story. mr ° Perry B Russo, who yesterday electtingd the 

  

    ing that Shaw, Oswald and Ferrie plotted. JFK's 
;, death_in_Kerrie’s apartment in September, 1963, 

| today said Oswald and Ferrie were rooming togeth- 
i er at that time. ne 

preliminary "hearing for Clay L. Shaw by testify- , 

Fite eae ai en ev lie, 

    

“WHAT YEAR ARE WE TALKING about?” ssked ' 
“1963 °° / Le 

“What month?” . 
“September.” : , 

. In answer to a question, Russo said he saw Oswald at 
the apartment three or four times. When asked when be 
last saw him there, he answered: 

“In the middle of October or late September.” 
The former Marina Oswald, now Mrs. Kenneth Porter, 

said Garrison has never contacted her Guring his probe. 
Russo testified yesterday thai Oswald and Ferrie were 

talking in Ferrie’s apartment and Oswald described trouble 
with his wife. 

Russo quoted Ferrie as te Oswald..“Don't yrorry, 
+ Vlichansie-att". 4] 7, hO Ww "eS . 
ad 
    

7 =sBaFter in his testimony today, Russo said that 
, he once was under psychiatric treatment for more 
. tharr a year. 

| *eiMee Ma j the ex-wife of Qswald who - 
7 has remarried since his death, said in Dallas she 

“| has not heard of Ferrie, Clay Shaw, or Clay Ber- 
tant MARIA Pe 

. 7 Oswald ‘was named by the Warren Commission as the 
sole assassin of Kennedy. He was killed two days after the 
assassination by Jack Ruby, who died this January of 

cancer, ~~ : tect . 

o FERRIE, A NEW ORLEANS PILOT AND PRIVATE 
v. -Hnvestigator, was named by Russo in yesterday's testimony 

‘as a key figure in the plot. He was found dead here 

| Feb. 22. . 
“T Shaw_.was arrested March 1 and booked with criminal 

“conspiracy ina plot to slay the President. e The. cuyrent_ 

hearing in Criminal District Court & to determine whe 
‘there is, esuuchs evidence to | him for trials 

ees in teday's testimony Russo, a 25-year-old Baton Rouge 

"insurance man, was questioned closely by defense attorney 
.. 'K. Irvin Dymond on details of the party in Ferrie’s apart-_ 

“lament at 3330 Louisiana ave. pkwy. in September, 1963, at 

which Russo says the assassination was plotted. 

i Dymond asked Russo if a person by the name of Ley- 

;! ton Martens was Ferrie’s roommate at that time. _ 

| Russo answered, “No, sir.” . a 

“What was the name of the roommate? . : 

“The roommate at the Louisiana ave. pwky. apartment 
: was Leon Oswald,” said Russo. 

i 

      

Russo, in earller testimony, said Oswald was introduced - 

' to hint2c.‘‘Leon.” But he identified pictures of Lee 
' Harvey Oswald as the “‘Leon Oswald” whom he _knew,.- .   ee ee eee ae Sin Sreneleaive story that the probe was ulder—way.) £- 

" . RUSSO YESTERDAY ADENTIFIED SHAW AS THE 
NisnieKhew as “Cle ba ertrand” in the tment Ear. 
lier, Garrison had said’Shaw used “Clay/Bertrand™ as an 

valias. Shaw has said he never use either name. 
Under cross-examination today, Russo said he under- 

, Went the psychiatric treatment from October of 1959 until 
Inte 1960 or early 1961. 9 

The questions about Russo's treatment by a psychiatrist 
were part of a line of questioning almed at attacking the 
credibility of the witness. The questions were put by 
Dymond. . : . 

Dymond sald he could show that Russo has made con- 
tradictory statements. 

Other witnesses on the stand this morning included: 
James Kenney, agency director ef the Equitable Life 

- Atsurance Society, which employs Russo. He identified rec- 
erds of the firm pertaining to the witness. 

Endicott Batchelder, registrar at Tulane Ualversity, 
who identified some student records of bis office. Russo 
once attended Tulane. 

Dean A. E. Papale ef the Loyola University School 
ef Law, which Russo also atttended. 

Frank J. Stass, 51, of 400 Faye ave., Metairie, the 
registrar at Loyola. 

Subpenaes also went out today to television stations 
WDSU and WVUE, for taped interviews with Russo. 

The three-judge panel handling the case includes senior 
Judge Bernard J. Bagert and Judges Matthew S. B,aniff 
and Maicolm V. O'Hara. : .4- 

The hearing, which opened yesterday, represents the . 
first time since the President was slain on Nov. 22, 1963, - 

- that any ‘aspect of the case’has gone before a court of law. , 
The previous investigation was made by the Warren Com- “| | 2 j 

t on a special body appointed by President Lyndon B. ; (es 

Garrison maintains that 2 New Orleans-based conspiracy J. 
: plotted the President's death. Shaw's arrest on March‘ 

- was the first alnce the States-Item revealed ‘on Feb." 1? a 

  4 

  

    

     

eee



   

* Shaw entered the courtroom at 9:30 a. m. with his 
-- - > Sawyers. He stood by the defense table conferrivs_gith 

ve them. . 
The DA's chief investigator, William Gurvich, was the 

first member of the prosecution team to enter the court- 
room, almost a half-hour before start of the 10 a. m. 
hearing. Garrison and Russo appeared promptly at 10. 

ORLEANS PARISH Coroner Dr. Nicholas J. Chetta was 
also ‘on hand early, conferring with Garrison and his as- 

witness. . 
The judges took the bench at 10:15 a. m. 

’ Garrison was wearing a light green suit with a green 
tle and Russo was clad in a conservative brown suit and 
tle’ Gurvich was less somberly dressed in a navy blue 

  

sistants. He has been called by the state as an expert . 

  blazer and a yellow shirt.   to the process. of admitting newsmen and spectstcrs into 
the crowded @durtroom. a. 

———~Poilce detectives and two sémidie policemen were sta- 
: toned within the foyer of the courtroom fris p as 

. they ertired— . . 
|  -=In addition, several criminal sheriff deputies were add- 
| @d to the large group of guards in and around the court- 
; yoom. © 
: Mrs. Nina Sulzer, secretary to Criminal Sheriff Louis 
. A. Heyd Jr., said changes in procedures for admitting news- 
. mien were made to speed up the process. - 

Shortly affer 10:15 Judge Bagert asked if the state 
. @nd defense were ready to proceed. . 

nod IN THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS, Heyd reported 
. that his office had returns on all three subpenaes issued by 

| Shaw's attorneys yesterday. 
a They went to Loyola and Tulane universities, where 
«ci Fusso went to school,-and to the Equitable Life Assur- 

“as; ganee Co. where he works. ‘ 
“ Dymond then filed application for two more subpenaes 

"| for immediate return. He then asked that Dean Papale be 
. Called to testify. 

  

At this point Judge Bagert, at the request of Dymond, ' 
‘| ordered all witnesses out of the courtroom. 
J Before Dean Papale took the stand, Thomas Rayer, . 

: Loyola University attorney, asked the court to order the 
- { umiversity to “remove all records-on Mr. Russo and place 

them in my custody as attorney for the university.” 

HE THEN OFFERED AN ENVELOPE CONTAINING 
the records to the court. . 

He requested that the records be removed as a “pre- 

  

7 caution to assure the court that none of the contents of 
_ the record would be divulged outside the court or would 
' be lost.” ° . 

: _ Ray&r-seid_a number of people have been Wr tite-cniver- 
' sity to look at the records. we - ee 

  

WEE Tee 

__. SEVERAL NEW. procedures were added this morning 
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e
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Dymond questioned Russo closely i j 
, 

to his belief in » Russo said, “I don’t consid conce i ‘more peculiar than anyone else's my pions of God pen Dymond persisted, Judge Bagert said: aon is | wot a catechism class, Let’s move en out of 
Dymond then questioned Russo about his ‘family 5 z , 

me . 
, 

iter ack- uind,ims“fiumber of brothers and sisters and whether his 
gro 

. Parents had ever been married to Persons chesides, ea hee eee said he didn’t know, but his father might e . : 

  

  — Russo testified that his mother died in 1963, and that he has a brother named Edwin. He said he Was support- ing his grandmother, who lives in Mississippi. 
Dymond questioned Russo at length on these family ... matters until Assistant DA James L. Alcock jumped to his feet and objected, saying he saw no point to the line of questioning. 

. : . Dymond told the judge that the line of questioning bea: "on the credibility of the witness. He said he could furnish evidence” that Russo has made contradictory statements. _After some dispute as te whether Russo had ‘ever claimed his grandmother as a dependent, Dymond dropped the bombshell of the morning testimony. He asked: “Did you ever have any psychiatric treatment?” “Yes, sir,” Russo said, . ae “When?” 
cote De, “ 

“In 1959... mid-1960, or maybe it was late 1960. “Ut consisted of treatment and consultations and covered a period of one and a half or two years,” Russo said. 

HE THEN SAID THE TREATMENT BEGAN in October, 1959, and ended in late 1960 or early 1961. Asked whether he had visited a psychiatrist since, Russo said: 
“When my mother died, I went back for a visit.” 
He said be went “whenever I felt like I wanted to talk about my past. life.” . 

_ As Dymond took up a new line of questioning, Russo said he first met David William Ferrie in 1960 or 1961, He pat he and Ferrie met through a mutual friend named‘AfvLandry, . 7. - Men pe. . In response to a question, Russo denied that he was. threatened with expulsion from McDonogh High School bei... cause he did not believe in God. , wee By He said be didn’t remember whether the issue ever* a came up. ; ; : - Eee Ey ny 

~ “USSU TESTIFIED THAT HE WAS GRADUATED from —~)? McDonogh in 1959 and entered Tulane University, where he; studied for two years. Asked what the occasion was of his __peaving Tulane, Russo said: eh eS 

 



      

“My ‘father told me I was going to Loyola.” 
Dymond asked Cel 

“Were you ever accused of giving false testimony a at 
any proceeding while you were in college?” 

“No, sir, = never have,” Russo answered quickly. 
Asked if he were sure, he replied: 

“Yes, 1 am sure. I never gave false testimony any- 
where.” 

Returning to questions about Ferrie, Dymond asked 
where Russo was introduced to him. © . 

Russo related an incident in which Landry had re- 
portedly left home. Russo said he talked to Landry's par- 
ents and told them that “if there were anyone who could 
alienate Dave and Al, I felt I could.” 

The witness said he subsequently was invited to Fer- 
rie’s home in Kenner by Landry. He said he went with 
a seu of friends, one of whom he identified as “Peter 
  

ee asked when he last saw Peterson, Russo said: - 
“In Mr. Garrison’s office.” 

. “Oh, so he was there, too?” asked Dymond. 
“Yes, sir,” said Russo. 

_ Earlier today, extra security precautions were ordered 
for the courthouse after threatening telephone calls were 
Teeived. 

One man described by police as an ex-convict from 
Michigan was arrested and booked with making threatening 
phone calls. 

Heyd would not say what his extra secirity measurés 
were, on the ground that this would serve-io-tip> off poten- 

tial troublemakers. 
_" Arrested yesterday was 

; James R. Liscombe, 30, of 
; 206% Bourbon. Police identi- 
: fied him as a musician for a 

Bourbon st. night club. 
: Heyd said the ex-convict 

' telephoned his former warden 
‘$n Jackson, Mich., and said 

he was brooding" and “in 
: tended to make national bead- 

lines in New Orleans.” 

: HE WAS ARRESTED at his 
| ‘apartment and booked with 
| making threatening telephone 
; alls after the Michigan 
prison olficial notified local 

; police. 
There were reports that 

Liscombe was seen in the 
crowd at the Criminal District 
Court building yesterday jost- 
ling newsmen, but thig could 
not be confi ot 

His prison term fn Michigan 
JLwas for vandalism, Heyd said. 

    

  
  

‘Heyd added there were 
other phone calls to various |) 
persons Arveied_in the case, 
and Judge BageF't asked for 
the extra precautions. 

SHAW ARRIVED at the 
court building at 9:30 a. m. 
today in a car driven by Dy- 
mond. Despite efforts to keep 
his 
besieged by newsmen and 
photographers before being 
escorted inside by Heyd and |. 
his deputies. 

Shaw visited his home at 
1313 Dauphine briefly about 
8:25 a. m. He apparently had 
spent the night elsewhere. 
From there, he went to the 
National Bank of Commerce 
Building with his other at- 
forneys, EdWeca_F. and Wil- 
Ham Wegmann. ir law 
office is on the 10th floor of 
that building. — 
  

In contrast, the arrival of 
the other, key figure in the 
case, Rus: t, almost un- 
noticed at the cotthouse this 
morning. 

RUSSO WALKED into the 
Broad st. entrance at 8:37 and 
went up the stairs to the DA's 
office. No photographers were 
on hand, and only a handful 
of newsmen. 
Yesterday's hearing was re- 

the afternoon at the sugges- 
tion of the prosecution and 
with the concurrence of the 
defense after Shaw's attor- 

cessed unexpectedly early in | 

  

  ~neys asked that personnel-rec. 
ords on Russo be subpenaed. 

A rela nd sun-tanned 
Garrison tures “mystery   

arrival secret, he was |. 

witness” over to defense at- 

  

  
zs" fense had not 

ee 

torneys cross-examination 
early yesterday afternoon. 

SHAW WAS arrested March 
1 and booked with criminal 

conspiracy in the President's 
death, He has never been 
charged, however. 

The community leader and 
former director of the Inter- 

| ational Trade Mart has stout- 
ly maintained that he is i 
aocent. 

The identity of Russo had 
. been a closely guarded secret 
until he was called to the wit- 
ness stand yesterday. 
Garrison, who appeared at 

the hearing with a sunburned 
’ face, was asked how it hap- 
; pened by a friend. 

“I was interviewing a wit- 
nesS in the sun and I got so 
wrapped up in what I was 
doing that I stayed in the sun 
too long. 

William Wegmann, one of 
Shaw’s attorneys, was asked 
if the defendant would take 
the stand in a possible defense 
effort to disprove the ete’ 
allegations-—He said the 

decision. 

  

not yet made a. 

      

 


