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. The Acting AG called me at approximately JlA
$:35 p.m., 2/22/67. He stated he had jJust received a ( &
/,9111 from the President. He made reference to David w. )

Ferrie who he indicated had reportedly passed away that /o>
afternoon, according to the UPI ticker. He stated the

President was very concerned about this matter and wanted

’to get details regarding the reasons for Ferrie's death, z:'

: He mentioned that 1t was most unfortunate that Ferrie s
j——-—.. .. had died, inasmuch ag Garrison could now claim either foul —-——

I told the Acting AG that, of c&hrse, we were
not conducting an open investigation, but that we would
.attempt to discreetly ascertain the reasons for Ferrie's |death,

, I called SAC Rightmyer in New Orleans and ad
him of the above facts. He was instructed to not make any
open 1nqu1r1es, but to discreetly ascertain from established

" contacts the reasons behind Ferrie's death. Rightmyer called
back within 30 minutes and told me that a Lieutenant Klin
of the New Orleans Police Department had advised that Fer

died of natural Ccauses. I told Rightmyer that this answe
was not satisfactory and he should make more inquiries to| : 14
determine what "matural causes" meant, He stated he would \./%
do this immediately, : J
- ’ 8AC Rightmyer also told me that Ferrie was a known
homosexual and had been charged with homosexuality on a number
o of prior occasions, -He stated that Lt., Kline had further told

- him that a young boy had &llegedly found Ferrie dead. He
stated this young boy was at that time being questioned
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- .. SAC Rightnyer called back again in 15 minutées
advise that a reliable contact (the head of the Associate
. Press in New Orleans), had told him that Ferrie had died o
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& .ruptured blood vessel in the brain, Rightmyer stated this -

. contact had obtained such information from the coroner's office.
Rightmyer also stated he wanted to make it quite clear that the
coroner's report had not been completed, inasmuch as the
toxicological examination for poisons would take two or three
days. He stated it was quite apparent, bowever, that Ferrie
had died of a ruptured blood vessel, I told Rightamyer keep
the Bureau constantly advised of the situation; however, lunder
o circumstances should he initiate an open investigation into
this matter, -

: I called the Acting AG back and advised him of the
i above facts. I stated that District Attorney Garrison had now
;—-= .- .. put out a report indicating that Ferrie's death was obvigusly — —- —
“ . a suicide. I mentioned that apparently this would be contra- -
' dictory to the report that would be torthcon?ng from the

coroner, ‘ 0“. 1, . y
' The Acting AG expresiéﬁ appreciation, but stated he
felt that the FBI should contact arrison simply for the purpose
- . of going on record that the FBI and the Department were r
RN willing, and able to accept any information Garrison migh
f desire to turn over. I told the Acting AG I felt this wo
be a very bad move and was most inadvisable. I stated th
Garrison was seeking any means by whick he could back out
the mess he had gotten himself into. I stated if the FBI|
tacted Garrison he would immediately attempt to dump ever
on us, and then later withdraw from the investigation, cl
that it was now the FBI'sg responsibility. I told the Act
that there were no facts produced by Garrison or anyone e
which would cause a reopening of the investigation and,
| {matter of fact, we had no basis for being in such an inve

The Acting AG stated that obviously 1 telf ve
strongly about these points, I told him I did feel stron
]labout this watter., He then stated that we should be most

ly
alert
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and not let anyone place us in the position of refusing in
fused

tion voluntarily given to us. I stated that we had not re
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j any such information, but that peither had we openly requéstod
. any information from Garrison or any of his sources. Th

Acting AG asked that he be kept constantly advised of thgs _

watter., He again expressed appreciation for the above-mentioned

facts.

The Director was advised of the above facts

telephonically, He reiterated previous instructions that we

not enter this investigation.
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