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Tronsmit thé following in __ sy 
(Type ia plaintext or code) 4 
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. (Priority) 4 
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me. wc RAR KEK. 

FROM: Cc NEW ORLEANS (89-69) G@vc) 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY, _. - 
DALLAS, TEXAS, 11/22/63. 
MISCELLANEOUS = INFORMATION. CONCERNING 
(00: DALLAS) 

EUSTACE CHATHAM, ’ 1932 St. Thoms 8t., Apt. E,- 
New Orleans, Lla., telephonically contacted the FBI 
“office, New *orleans, ‘11/28/66, and advised that he 
had informtion relative to the assassination of 

President JOHN F. KENNEDY. oe Peet 

CHATHAM stated thr men ‘were involved, 

including one named CLIFFORD{ JOHNSON, whom CHATHAM 
described as a cousin of Président LYNDON B. JOHNSON. 
He further stated that he could not recall the names 
of the other two sien, except that one looked like LEE 
HARVEY OSWALD. : 

CHATHAM claimed CLIFFORD JOHNSON worked with 

him several years ago on a shrimp boat, belonging to 
CLIFFORD JOHNSON's father, in the Gulf of Mexico, and - j 
had asked CHATHAM if he would kill President KENNEDY Té 

for $50,000 or $100,000, and that the plot had - 
riginated with the then Vice President LYNDON _Bs_. . 

SON. 

CE2 purens me ba logoGo — 4303 ~ Dallas. (89-43) 
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ee CHATHAM was interviewed by Bureau agents at 

- -—ss« ¢he ~New Orleans FBI office, 11/28/66, and furnished ' {t 

t the following informtion in the form of a sjgned iL 
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+ 2 “ED bE TS Saget " * ie, 8 ° BOERS aS “0 3 

: ee Me cee). WI, EUSTACE T CHATHAM, Apartment E, 1932 ae “eG dea 

gu: Tc Bt. Thomas Street, . ew Orleans, Louisiana, do Pie Erase 

rely and Voluntarily furnish the following {3 7.22.5 = IGT . 
statement to HARLAN Q. COFFMAN and ALOYSIUS J. Evlext, Mss a 

      . NC FALL, who identified themselves to me as - —— 

‘ _ Special Agents for the Federal Bureau of ° 

Sac. . ° Investigations = 24 se... feet gd ese 

FT ee foots "Lop at .. ee pile ea 2 we wa. * . wit g a Bt <. * 

et ee a*:* 4:8 was working on a boat: called:the “Gene R" ft eee, 
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Ret le “."Qphonetic), which belonged to ® man saned : 

Seo JOHNSON, with his son, CLIFFORD JOHNSON, several 

af years ago in Brownsville, Texas. The boat had 

ee been bought from the Brownville Exchange Companye 

ek oe 

I "After cleaning the boat, CLIFFORD JOHNSON and. 
oe I set out to sea with another man on the “Gene 

. R.” I think the other man's nickname was. bee 

| Aig t-te .oody"-and be was of Mexican nationality y "> weit atte ge lee 
. . & : : -? i=. a> . Oe? oad + Ze e oe oe 

nagss oe TD Ne ay: -«. 
ee 

we Wf ° 

my iy Be tgs 
oe wher 

7s oe W™ oe eo ’ nat °° 

.. Ari: ft 

+e 

ve 
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ape: -*‘wyhtle at sea, CLIFFORD JOHNSON told me to +": + eee 

lal ye OO have a drink of whiskey with him. I noticed - Se 

Bene ge CLIFFORD had been drinking and might have had tee Ban. 

a gh a shot of morphine’ dn him. He asked me then if ee 

ae . - | would kill the President for $50,000 or $100,000- - ° 

we aes Ao Pa ae 

“ * “er $150,000. He told me that “we would get 

#.- him", meaning President KENNEDY. He stated to 

ue me that LYNDON JOHNSON wanted to be President of - 

eo the United States and that LYNDON JOHNSON 

eg doesn't care how he gets ite He told me also 

2). ¢hat LYNDON JOHNSON had wanted people to say 

. someday that a JOHNSON bad been President of the 
of! 

— United Statese 
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OE "He told me that he and his family use to 
cya visit LYNDON JOHNSON several times. 
‘S att, . . 
ee 5 ae irs “CLIFFORD JOHNSON “displayed an "army" :* 

“s  yifle ‘with a telescopic Sight tome and yas 
*-caliber Luger~automatic.'- He told me he could. 
“ pick off a red fbug's eyeball with that rifle. 

"7 don't think the Mexican mn, MOODY, 
, oould hear our conversation. 

  

-. We atayed at, Sea Only one night and then eS ia : 
;came in to, dogk at: Ranses Pass Phonetic) ae ae was tae 

. SE esaee. BRS A ae tee" Yeat se, ear fo oes 4 t- : ae RSE: ome ers 
. 

"After being ‘docked, I saw CLIFFORD JOHNSON 
give some money to MOODY and then MOODY went 
home. Right after WOODY went home, I noticed 
two men standing on the dock looking at the 

weiss og 

  

     

  

ot boats One of these men resembled LEE HARVEY -— 
| Es OSWALD and I saw him come up to CLIFFORD and . | .y 

7 spate FC _ ask him for a jobs The other man, an American, . + 
eget pS did.not approach the boat, : ° ois af f, 

‘ o >. a ¢ *. 
. ¢ 

he 

pes: * "A few minutes after this man who ‘rosenbled . not 
gg OSWALD: came on.the boat, we went out into .- 600 45. fur 8; 

ke Lydian (phonetic) Channel with the boat and ae 
RS -. Stayed for about two bours and then returned to -- °° ss |: 

ow > Ranses Pass where we docked the boat again. - ; TATE 

Se "CLIFFORD then hired a taxi and bad me. 
he taken to the Greyhound bus station. I went by 

‘. bus to my home in Brownsville, Texas. 

“ “After staying a few days in Brownsville, 
Jos Texas, I went to New Orleans, Louisiana, to 

cpg te enter the Marine Hospital and to have my eye 
ae and stomach treated. . , . 

. “A gee tes ; a os : te : . . . . ae oh a 

oo sea Sy ~ cl ast “« apr ins ° . ~ . oe Mee at aR oe ters} , 
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oo a “About thirty or thirty-five days later 
ee e . I went back to Brownsville to settle with 
ow CLIFFORD JOHNSON who owed me some money. 
pe CLIFFORD told me that his Dad would handle ite ~ 
Be ge rt ‘my § % I-was offered $50.00 by CLIFFORD’. Dad's lawyer ~ rg a 
Ags ges » and ‘decided. fo take. jbhe PONCY o- cat . dat et Sere ar. ye: Aged 
ots . Paes 6 2 ~ “ rs be ! teow “ee 2 es AF. ene bes dk * we, Pr 

© Behe Oe oe. . WWhen I went to Brownsville to get my ae eh hee 
oS . money from CLIFFORD I found CLIFFORD and these . 

Me ge Other two men on the “Gene R" which was docked 
Coa at the Port of Brownsville. The other two 

‘ Su men were leaving the boat wearing my clothes. : 
tke It made me mad but I didn't attempt to get MY. oe, 
are My ‘ay f. clothes back, ; a .. . ‘. Teg FE. 
: :}?> *. oe. — * ome, Pee ef -% . Ao ewe 

a \” tl. matter receiving the $50.00 from CLIFFORD's. OP? an! 

cheer’ + Dad, I came back to New Orleans and have been Tere 
gts here ever since. 

* “About three years ago my brother, EDISON 
* ee CHATHAM, saw CLIFFORD JOHNSON at Ranses Pass, 

arn ‘Texase , ; 
. ie oa. os - Ns wen : my *. . wt Rinse. oe 2 

eS ey Te iy have not seen CLIFFORD JOHNSON or the -? 08 ZF Ry 
a, Belg eas “two men that were with him since I received the: “<.'% -*4.%. 

oat "$50.00 from CLIFFORD's Dad. OT, 

a wo “CLIFFORD told me that he had been in the = 0%. Fo" 
We Air Force and was a pilot. He told me he was = 5° 

ol hae the first man to have silver plates put in his . nd 
et _ bead and that he bad 28 plates in his body. 

a “CLIFFORD JOHNSON's description, to the 
y best of my knowledge is as follows; a white 
“S American; age of 52 to 54; height 6"; weight 140 

a! 1bse; build, slim; hair brown; eyes brown; and 
a : a ruddy complextion. CLIFFORD was mrried and 

get ot “bad 3 or 4 children, but I don't know his wife's 

sae : ; - oe 
AP gee oe . . . .? * : . Tee bat asee |? Fils aes ' 
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ae . , 
Ss ; . “ZI remember that it was about 15 to 18 oF 
fl aes days before I entered the Marine Hospital in .° : 
mF o. : . New Orleans, that CLIFFORD told me about LYNDON. .:.. 9... ”- 
AL bay: 'T',1, JOHNSON: venting. 0; ybe' President and‘not caring ==") oben RS. 

. a aie how he. Paget one ct ae wt tig,” oe me Mn : ar fe te tA or ahs v7 resp. 5 EE i    
rod * re ie chad? very ADP 

“The abeee statement, co consisting of this © ": > 
page and four other pages, was read to me by 
Special Agent COFFMAN, as I can not read. I 

have initialed each page of this statement, 
. and those corrections in the statement which 

+ rt OPE Lag. Mere pointed out to'me by Special Agent - Sotelo tis 

Oe ae eee and 2 now sign it because: At aie oo kad te 
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ws fame es ie 3 true,” SD ote Mei. 8 NF aos Mee, a8 : a7 ace: 

gies . " ae es eee 8 te? 
ae: 7  /e/ BUSTACE T. CHATHAM 

ca, Witness: HARLAN Q. COFFMAN, Special Agent, FBI, 
it New Orleans, La., 11/28/66. 

ALOYSIUS J. MC FALL, Special Agent,,  .-) ee, tp. 

3 FBI, -New- Orleans, . Tae, Os: 11/28/6645 eights, opt 

“S as veaeae wee pe area accel 

os Aen, ‘eo : During the course of the interview, CHATHAM. 5... #5: 

Tyee appeared vague as to dates and details of occurrences *. ... . 

a Me get out above. He stated that he had not furnished = =) 02. 
“;4° °° this informtion to any other law enforcement agency tee 

nt previously, as he feared for his life. Soe 

4” uc CHATHAM indicated that he wanted to receive 

fat any. rewards paid for the above inform tion by the 

“° Federal Governmente 

- CHATHAM denied ever having received any 

eas oe treatment for mental illness. 

nd “y ae “.e: + CHATHAM had to be cautioned by Bureau agents. iss h : s 

viet. *to remain with the facts of his statement, as he .-  °,*~ ? 

Ser chy repeatedly rambled off on accounts of personal - > os ENE: che +.* oe "6: 

“\¢. “experiences with other law enforcement agencies? ot ae ae ee ty: 

a : - 8 - ,



  

    

    

   New Orleans indices reflect EUSTACE CHATHAM 

  

had contacted this office in 1943 and had indicated a8 cy po desire to be a paid informant of the FBI. 

  

   
Se wight, eS n, ocr gt Bex Az Pid Ae os 

. ie ee ee a “phe: {5 llowing descriptive “gata was ‘obtained * a wspite'gs a 
ate a Pe “by! “Bureau Pgents. Suring - the course of the interview: , “ pe < 2:7 

! wa a oo. - 7%, co 

ae Name BUSTACE THADDEUS CHATHAM 
Address Apt. E, 1932 St. 

° pnomas St., New Orleans, 

a? DOB - te 3 a 7/25/14 - ?* . r. . pe fh” ‘ oe 

2 iv e.-POB | ow, Biloxi, Miss. os * “= we ee 
3." Education ir is: ‘(3rd grade... 4 "syee c= wees Tae 

“ Height . . ‘ tee, s*g" . Geeet lee “ e ws, . 

Weight 190 ibs. 
Hair Black (Graying) 
Eyes Brown 
Scars Scars on upper arms ° 
Tattoos Reversed question mrk 

sos . . On middle _ finger, right woln 
ee “f n : ro. * ue . . wT ee fe, band; . ee 4 oF ie 

th es oe, 1 ree Meee . Number - of ‘tattoos on* Ee oth SDR, 
‘3 J° SEO. arms ‘ cFgo ces 

Peculiarities ‘ * Walks with limp - 
“ u broken left. ip. 

Relatives 3 
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in view of the ‘nature’ of the “allegations OE Teme ly 

set out by CHATHAM in his statement, no dissemination 

ef this informtion to other agencies will be mde 

unless specifically directed by the Bureau. 

“ -"" No leads are being set out, mor willany .-— | 
. additional investigation be conducted ty the New .-:, ae 

“he : 

ens e 

Sl: te Orleans Division ACB. “5 Layeg’e Doe Rte Use ag se % 
> a ° a: Kod : “ . “8 - . 

set: vot oth tees te 43 . 27 1 Doe . 
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