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o Th1s concerns the 1n01VLdua1'dno attcmptcd to .
purchasce a rifle from Klcin's Sporting Guods, Inc., Chicago,
I1linois, utilizing the name "A, J. Hicdell," rcturn address
6404 Pelican Drive, South, St. Pctcrabarg, Florida. Tampa .
Ggetermined that the only rcsxdent at c¢his address is- EEL I
Lowell Brandle, feature writer for “The St, Petersburg Times." ~
It is a well known fact Lee Harvcy Oswald purchased the RN
assassination rifle fmm Klein's Sporiing Goods, Inc., under -

he name "A, Hidell," Attached is a teletype to Tampa -
1ns~ruct1ng that Brandle be thoroughly 1nterv1ewed..m_
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. Chicago Division by telet ; ""' n&
£ as received from E = QoS
v ] of Klein's Spor 55 , uu.{gthx k\\
raer aor a 0,06 Enfielad ""porter rifle thh a varlﬂble,.f, ~

taree to scven power scope had been received from an e - 1
individual utilizing the name "A, J. Higde11" 6404 Pcl1can
drive, South, St, Petersburg, Florida. & PR 1
through - "sourcc" of his that one Lowe -
at thls address who was a reporter for '"The St. Petcrshurg s
Times, Ee said due to the "bizarrve implications'" Klein's “tr:'x
definitely was not fillin" thc ordc and felt. the FRI shoulq‘ﬂ 9
» neamamm.;y_ T .;,{;4_716”M ' . A
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Tampa hﬂs determxned Lovcll :Brandle 4is a fecature
weiter for "The St. Peter: burg Times” and resides at 6404 .7
~ Pclican Drive, South, St, Putersburg, Florida, with his wife
" In addition, there were no _veferences in the St., Pelersburg.
- City Dircctories for “"Hidexl," Tampa and Bureau indices:
; ,reveal no derogatory information concerning Brandle and-
‘;;, hu has previously written sceveral favorable articles abou
;the Bureau and in addition has wr-tuen articles in which heuas
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curi ical of thc John erch uocicty, one of wh1ch was date
o . ¥:10/29/64, wherein he states in cffcct the Bircher's were :
* '+, told to arm thumscelves and buy guns for children., The,
: gcuztor of "Tihe St, Petersburg Times" is Mr, Courtland -
Lnderson. It is noted we had cordial relations with this
lnuwspapcr until October 14, 1964, when the paper printed |
in an editorial critical parts of the infamous booi. "ihe s
Fi;I Nobody Knows" written by Fred J, Cook., 1In the iiarch 26
1965 issue of this paper they took another "pot shot™ at’;
i the Bureau by publishing an article captioned "Distorted
i Crime Rate Figures." In response to this article a letter
: was directed to the editor, Mr, Anderson, dated 4/2/65, -
;whxch set thc Iacts, as relatzn" to th1s article, sLaa;"h .
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Con51deration was given to .hc fact whcthcr Lhe -
ovdering of this weapon undcr a Fictitious name was a v1olat1on
- oi the Postal Laws, Liaison Section contacted the Post .=
e Cifice Department and Mr, Saul Mcendel, Lssistant Gcncral
SRR Counsel, Post O{fiée 'Department, advxscd that bascd on
ava11ab1e facts he did not belicve a v1olat10n of Pos»al
ans was involvcd in this instance, . g .

Further, it is notcd the ordering of this weapon .
which was not shipped doecs not constiiute a violaiion of
zither the National Fircarms Act or tiac Federal Fi ivcarms
Lct. The National Fircarus Act deils goesncrally with a -
weapon with a barrel of less than 18 inches in lengta or
-~ machine gun and such wcapon has been unlawfully trans- :
sorted, posscssed or imported and the identification marks:
Juliterated or changed, The Federal Firearms Act concerns
the possession of a weapon or transportation thereol by
‘a person who has been convicted of a feloay.: .=

pelo " In view of c1rcumstanccs surroundlng thlu u"tter
1t is beclieved we should interview Brandle to deteimiine . " :
f he did order the riflec and, if so, his purpose ir using -
the name "4, J, Hidell," Attachcd for approval is tn.airtel
t¢ Tampa inotructing Brandle bc immcdiately 1ntervic'cd.,;
dcsults of interview will be furnished to U. S. Seciet o
locrvxce, which agency has been adviscd of the 1nformwt1on
'dcvcloped 1n this case. Dup1rtmcnt bclng advised, i~

1 -—————.,—_’.,.’.,r. -

e Y
S o B o - "’\"‘ R R Mf‘*

-k.-n_ sk



