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The report of the President's Co.urission hias been xeviewed

=7 the.General Investigative Division, tic ideatification Division, and -~ "}
{ the Laboratory, L e g S
CCiiISSION'S FINDIY S ’ ) ) T Ay
ro . ... . . L SL T T e e e
e . The Commission's report scis forth the official facts of the . .
. assassination of President Kenncdy as we Lncw ond reporteq taea in -« - - .
. substance to the Commission on 12-9-63, fouely, Oswald was the .

.. assassin, he acted alone, his actions the procuct of a distusrded nind, -

2. showing an asirge to find a place in history, a capacity for violence, -

. a commitment’ to communisn and a reseatuent of authority. G2 events = ¢
5. imnediately. following the assassiration it found no evidence of any - © I
":"association’ with or conspiracy bLetween Duby and Cswald or azoag any. .
...outside factors, foreign or donecstics . ST e e B T t
Gat In criticism it finds tic Sccret Service vastly iradcguate - ‘ é
"t to its assigned task in Noveabewr, 1933, It castigates the pallas -.. .
"{ Police Department for its handiing of ¢he porson of Oswald subsequent r
:[.to his arrest and for its Gealings withh news nedia, It recogaizes | E
+ the failure of the Sccret Service to cefine the critgria they necde@ 3
i to properly protect the President and to male proper rcquests' of . & C
. Governnent agencies, : T et EU I

anr T - ST e : ST T T TR T
T Concerning the FBI, the rcport states the FEX could have pro- . '

ivided more to the Sccret Service than prompt referral of specifie - -7 |
[fthrcats to Presidential safety, as was our policy prior to the assassi--- -
! [Fhation. . Wiile not detailed on' this point, it reports tiat the Surcou

i"took an unduly’restrictive view of its role in protective intclligence
Mwork prior to the assassination == e T T T
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In recoumendation of procedures to improve protection "ot
“the President, it proposes the formation of a committee at cabine
;% level to oversee the problems of protecting the President;. the i
.,u possible rclocation of the dutics of the Secret Service to anothe
~f agency, or in the alternative the appointment of a responsible .-.:i-
posxtion in the Treasury Department to supcrvise the Secret Service . . -
:.and to keep the Sccretary of the Trcasury infoimed as to its ’*‘Ea~“”;?
performance; that the facilities of Secret Service be completely over-
R haulcd, including the establishment o criteria of information it .-
~ needs to properly protect the President; that there be perfected a. B
.- ~closer association and liaison between the Sccret Service and all *
g Federal agencies; and, finally, that the President's physician ac—“
¥ company him on his travels' that Congress malke the assassination
. 4L of the President and Vice President a federal crime; that State - -
. 4.~ Departnent refine procedurcs for dissemination of information concern1ng
s defectors to Soviet-bloc countries, and that rcpresentatives of the bar, -
v law enforcement and news media worlk more closcly to establish ethical
f; standards concerning collection and presentation to the public of
4+ " information so there will be no interference v1th pending crluinaljg;
';5‘1nvestigations or rights of indivicduals to a2 fair trial, Here the
;. Commission is not clear but the iuplications po*nt to the Dallas.
Police Department, killing of cfwuld, conduct of news media Eh
§ PR representatives, lark Lane, et cetera, -~ - i _i.EZ;fm _ T
Fri - : R e iere
: ] : The rcport states that both the uec~et Servzce and the ”BI have
professcd to the Comnmission that the liaison between then was close and
fully sufficient. The Commission coes not believe that the liaison be-
tween the FBI and the Sccret Sexvice prior to the assassination was as
effective as it should have been, With regard to this comment, it is
noted that prior to the assassination of Prc ident Kennedy the FBY .
: disseninated to tho Secret Service all informatioi which care into -
{4 ~ }]its possession which it belicved would be of valuc to tke Secret Ser-
4" ¢{vice in carrying out its responsibilities, It is noted that at no time
did Secret Service express discontent nor d1d it furnlsh a vrztten e
criteria regardzng its neeas. - Loronan
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. 81nce the assassination of the president there was & comolete
re-cvaluation of our dissenination policy with regard to information
that night be of interest to Sccret Service. Leu criteria vicre ¢s-~
tablished and following the establishment of the new criteria we have -
.jlbeen following the new procedures vhich were adopted. These criteria
—:‘are the subJect of a separate mcuoranaum that vas prepa“ed on 9-u3~64.—<ﬂr
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Ead In addition, we have detcinined that an’ Interagency Committee .
and program are being established by the Treasury Departnent to de- - .
velop more effective critoria for disscmination of-data to Seeret -
Sexrvice, The Committeo will include representatives of the President's .
Office of Scicnce and Technology, Depariment of Defense, Central In- -
-telligenco Agency, FLI, and Sccret Scrvice, This Interagency Come >~
nittee has not reached thoe stazc of dcvelopment to oxtend invitations:

lto the FBI and others, but is cx:pected to do so scon. It is noted ..
that since the adoption of the Burcau's new criteria for dissemination, . .
Scecret Service has made available in writing to the Bureau the criteria
upon vhich they desire to receive information. It is noted that the - .
Bureau's criteria is broader in scopc than the written criteria fur- - --
nished by Secret Service, . T EEL S SRR

3{? o The rcport of the Commission gives the Burcau credit for the

..  anount of investigative cffort since the assassination and mentions

< that 80 additional FBI personncl were scnt to Lallas to assist in the |

*7 dinvestigation, that we had conducted more than 25,000 interviews and -

‘1.7 as of 9-11-64 subnitted more than £300 rciports comprising sone 25,400 - -

<} pages, o, . - - e VT e
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: In referring to the identification of 20 latent fingerprints - -
and 8 latent palmprints, the Coumission discussed the identities . I
other than Oswald that were iceatificd with the latent prints. The i ..
Connission in thelr wording statcd "most of the prints were found to -
have been placed on the cartonc by an X0l clevk and a Dallas police ©
officer," The true facts are that it was deteruined that a clerk in -
i the Dallas Office was identified with five lztent fingerprints and.. . .
one latent palmprint and the rauaining lateat fingerprints and four - !
. Jof the paluprints were dctermined to be thosc of a Dallas police of- -,
_fficer. 1In connection with the clerk in the Dallas Oifice, he.was re-
; }Sponsible for the wrapping of the cartons for transmittal to the -

5 . Bureats . o o Sl e T e N L L T R
* I discussing the shooting of Dallas police offices J. D, -~

Tippit, the Comnnission states that certain witnesses to this shoot- ~
ing were interviewed by thu FBI "two ponths after the shootinge® -< -

-+ 1}It is noted tho shooting of the bLalles police ofiicer by Ofwald wes_ ..

conpletely a local matter within the Jurisdiction of the Dallas Po- .
lice Department and the Bureau did ndt attenpt to conduct any in=.-
vestigation conceraing this shootfing... The Durcau did offer itsi .
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- Laboratory facilities to the Dallas Police Department in this natter
|;.Fo interviews were conducted r.lativo to the Tippit shooting until

_requests woro received Irom the President's Conuission to do S0,

S

(:oncerning the various interrogations of Lee Narvey Oswalq, i, 7 ..
- the Commission comments on the snall size of the interview xroom in - . -
~the Dallas Folice Department ang states that up to 25 different PeY= .
Tacre is no clear cut state- "
uent as to the nunber of individuals that Participated in these in~: RO
terviews at any given time., In this regard it is noted that 1 fgent .
participated in an interview on 11-22-63 and 1 Agent Participated in
tvo interviews on 11-23-63, ] TS e

SN

¥¥¥ .« Comment is'élso made that dswald vas hét z;epres;enfod with -
‘ counsel., The entire interviewing of Osvald was under the Jurisdictiox; R

X, and the Bureau had no
f control over the conditions under viich the intc

. P .

rviews were taking T
: place, . ) e TR e T
T ’ ) R

gt " The report states an FpI Lzgent is quoted as Stazting the con-. - - .

"~ ditions at the Dallas Police Department were 1ike Grand Central - Ver Do

. Station or the Yankee Stadium, The Lgent in the footnote is identi-

' fied as Special Agent _J’_;yges_]z.cuostx. In this regard Agent llosty's i
;{testimony does reflecft that he finde such 2 commeat yhen testifying 4 e

¥ b 2

L1
i before the President's Commission ..y, A=. ':.a."!,:-/gj‘& ,,./"{A’z,‘y.. .:J\L\,(' s
e : .- e L %" SR
The report states that the Sirecton sen;.X a messaze to Dallas ' .
- :Chief of Police Curry on 11-22.53 s Urging the Chief to afford Oswald .
‘utnost Sccurity, The report states Chie? Curry did not recall roceiye
‘ing this message, SAC Shanklin assures that ‘a‘.‘u,_qx-a._l__x;:_e_gg&;;g was de- ..
~livered by Special Agent Lanning C. Clements irhediately after Teceiv- "
ing instructions from the Burean to so advise Quiof Curry, (See SA Clements
Dailas report 11/30763, page 29, paragraph §), K054 .'."yg,vgsz:?&\b Aoy
e fhe report in discussing Chief Curry's periodid“prdsd relesses
on the developnents in the assassination during the initial stagﬂ e

quotes the Director as being eixtrenely concerned cyos those prass\pb- -

1:a5:5 and quotes from the Director's testinony in this regard, .

e -

- . —— STE ean

207 1 referring to intervievs of Ruth Paine by Special Izég'n"é iosty.
*he report states she was questionceg concerning Oswald's whercabouts ana
ronised to advise the FBI whore nhe Vas residing ang aiso to furnish——- ~ -

the FBIX any pertinent ini’ormq.tion conceraning hin, A comug:nt is n;t-d_e }
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275 C. The Commission has reliéd:véry hcaviiy ﬁboﬁ'fhéttééhﬁiéﬁl fih&;
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that Ruth Paine was not asked to furnish Oswald's telephone number in < :
Dallas and that she did not voluntcer this information although she i -
had such information in her possession, L - ol SRS

B R I ey

L. B T W e

ings of the FBI Laboratory to support their conclusions as to the .
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identity of the assassin and our Laboratory findings are not presented_'L

in an unfavorable light. In some instances, rcportedly in the in~- -

terests of impartiality, because o2 deep involvcenment of the FBI in the

investigation of the case, the Cormmission had other experts examine ..
evidence upon which we had submitted reports. Upon being challenged < :-
by the Bureau at the time on the basis of a lack of confidence, the -~ |
Connission denied any such lack of confidence, There were no important :
or significant differences between our findings and those of the other .
experts, This was particularly truc of all crucial examinations such
as ‘tho identification of the assassination bullets as having been fired
in Oswald's rifle and the identification of Oswald's bhandwriting on
docunents establishing his owncrsiaip of the assassination rifle, . .. :

: As a matter of interest, in a fev instances, there was a dif-
ference of degree noted in certain of the findings, These instances ...-
are discussed in detail below, ' - : Tt mTom il Tr L
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On pages 577 and 578 the report scts forth that FBI Laboratory
experts identified all writing on a vaccination certificate found anong -
Oswald's belongings as being Oswalad's handwriting except the signature -
"A.J.llideel" which was too distorted to identify or nonidentify., Alwyn
Cole, Treasury Department document expert identified all writing includ-
ing "A,J.llideel" sigrature as being Oswald's. Oa the other haand, Cole

vas unable to identify or nonidentify a rubber stamp kit which belonged

to Oswald with rubber stamp impressions on this vaccination certificate, .

The FBI Laboratory expert was able to identify certain of the -stamped

t
t
- \\‘words as having been made by Oswald's stamp kit. These minor variances

are not contradictory and are overshadowed by the conclusive agrecment -
L both eiperts that Oswald preparcd nost ogJEPe q¥:f1ng 3Rpe?;1ng on
. A D e R lbncilon) .
On page 186 of €the \report, relative to the bullet tgat had bqgg:
fired into the home of Lajoxr Gencral Edwin A, Valler on April 10, 19G3,.
the Commission relates, that Joscph D. Nicol conducted an independent ..

exanination of the bullet and concluded *that thexre is a fair probabiliity"

that_the bullet was_:ired,fron_the,rifle”usedfin”thg_assassiqation.,,x,.
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fot the Illinois State Bureau of Criminal Identification and lnvestxgatxon, called in
‘by the Commxssxon as an independent fn'earms examiner,-.

" #Q " An examination of this bullet in the FEI Laboratory by three top firearms -

{ ‘of probable identification before the Commission, Nicol admrtted that he could not N

iy S \-.. e ,-»-;;'. 2 -..-.V.~.~

7 ' The Nxcol referred to herembef'ore is Joseph Mcol Supermtendent <
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specialists conducting separate and independent examinations revealed it to be 80
extremely mutilated that there was not sufficient evidence remaining on which to .

base a conclusion as to whether or not the bullet recovered from Walker's house - .
had been fired from the assassination weapon. One of the experts correclly test:fxed :
before the Commission that the FBI does not use a category of "probable'-- =
1dent1f1cat10ns, and that unless a missile or cartridge case can be 1dent1f1ed as .

coming from a particular weapon to the exclusmn of all others, the FBI does not

- repﬁrt an ;gentxncatxon “4 G ~<L-,e,p o 'J' - ‘c. 6(

In explaining the dxﬁ’erence between his policy and that of the FBI on the\matter

1dent11y the gun "to the exclusion of all other guns." S e 5

The Comm1ssion took due co'rnizance of this in its evaluatlon of tlus ma.tter,
and the Commission states in its summation that it recognizes that neither expert was

) able to state the bullet which mxssed General Walker was ﬁred from Oswald's nfle.

T Relatwe to the ﬁrearms examinatxons of the IOur bullets removed from the body
of Dallas Police Officer J. D. Tippit, and the four cartridge cases found near the -
scene of the murder of Tippit, the Commission notes that both the FEI experts and
Nicol identified all four cartndge cases as having been fired in Oswald's revolver,

| |} that, because of mutilation and the inconsistent nature of the individual rnarkm.,s
. Ion the bullets there was not suﬁxcxent evidence remammg on which to basea .

, Hthus establishing Oswald's revolver as the murder weapon.. In the ca2se of the bullets

the Commission notes that Nicol differed with the FBI experts on one of these bullets, . y
Nicol identifying one of these bullets as having been fired from Oswalds revolver. 3
The {indings of three top FBI examiners concerning the bullets were to the effect .

definite determé{,xauoa.é “{ J_’_M #h l-'i'- ._--_.- ', .' -

:. . Since the findings of the FBI La‘;ora.tory were arrived at indepenaently
by three of our top firearms identification speclahsts and there deﬁmtely
Was no foundahon fr Nicol's conclusxon, it is obvxous - . .
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that he vas inﬂuenced by circum.»tanccs z.urrounding the case in arriv-

d .
ing at hi ccision./ 'y ,,- ,,.,,,,.‘:;,, 7y _.:
. Inlevaluating tho evxc.cncc concernin: 'r:.p-ait 's murder on pa."'e ‘
176 of the Yeport, the Commission completelyf isnored the identification
! nade by Nicol, This illustrates how heavily . ho Comnis 1on relied upon

Y

the find:.ngs of our Laboratory e::'ocrt..a.? ,[
‘)—a{;‘/‘ .A.L. ’ (M
o;)( 'tv\.(_- .a,..@.i-c‘u- l

SR 'rhe 1oregoing 1s subm.ttcd for 1n;or-1ation conccrn:.n the report .
. su‘bmitted by the Pres:.dent's Comnissiome . . - -7oc e




