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‘ the Laboratory, Le Lo w : a 
|, CiRASSION'S FINDTIGS: 

¥ Pion. 
. wes : . Sc Se Ct ATTRA eT rs ies - The Comaission's report scts forth the official facts of the - . . ASSassination of President Kennedy as we tncv end reported tac: in .« - . ; Substance to the Comission on 12-90-65, iiauely, Oswald was the -. 09> +. .. assassin, he acted alone, his actions the procuct of a disturbed mind, - “. Showing an girge to find a place in history, a capacity for violence, ~ _ [2.4 Comnitnenf to communisn and a resentment of authority. G2 events 2 OE oe ‘;, immediately following the assassination it found no evidence ofany. °° wT "+ association’ with or conspiracy between Ruby and Cswald or amoag any. ., outside factors, foreign or Gouestic., 2-0 et ale an £ 

‘set In criticism it fines the Secret Service vastly inaceguate -- | “| to its assigned task in November, 1955, It castigates the vallas -..- . ‘{ Police Department for its hanciing, of the yorson of Oswald suvsequent r :[.to his arrest and for its Gealines with news necia. It recognizes: f » the failure of the Secret Service to cefine the criteria they necéed@ é 

- 

*-  "- Concerning the FBI, the report states the FBI could have Pros ' 
e than prompt referral of snecifie -:**: i 

ety, aS was our policy prior to the assassi-- | 
on this point, it reports that the Bureau “took an unduly?restrictive view of its role in protective intcllizence 
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In yeconmendation of procedures to improve protection “of: 
“the President, it proposes the formation of a comaittee at cabine 

;+ level to oversee the problems of protecting the President;. the 
qe: possible relocation of the duties of the Secret Service to another. 

-- agency, Or in the alternative the appointment of a responsible .-:+.#- 
- position in the Treasury Department to supervise the Secret Service .:; - 
and to keep the Secretary of the Treasury infosmed as to its eae 

performance; that the facilities of Secret Service be completely over~ 
: "hauled, including the establishment of criteria of information st. 2 -- 
» needs to properly protect the President; that there be perfected a. - 
., closer association and liaison between the Secret Service and all * 
Z Federal agencies; and, finally, that the President's physician acm. 
* company hin on his travels; that Congress make the assassination 

..@ £ of-the President and Vice President a federal crime; that State-: =~ 
oo. Department refine procedures for dissemination of information concerning 

fe, defectors to Sovict-bloc countries, and that representatives of the bar, 
‘y law enforcenent and news nedia work more closely to establish ethical | 
a standards concerning collection and presentation to the public of. 
‘information so there will be no interference with pending crininal - 

{is Investigations or rights of individuals to a fair trial. Here the —. 
**. Commission is not clear but the innlications point to the Dallas: — 

Police Department, killing of Oswald, conduct of news media . :°* 
Fp representatives, Hark Lane, ct cetera. oo chs We AaB oy ha! eee EL Listes 

: ' The report states that both the Secret Service and the SBI have 
professed to the Commission that the liaison between then was close and 
fully sufficient. The Commission does not believe that the liaison be- 
tween the FBI and the Secret Service prior to the assassination was as 
effective as it should have been, With regard to this comment, it is 
noted that prior to the assassination of Pres ident Kennedy the FBI . 

: disseninated to the Secret Service all informatiox which care into -.- 
4  yJits possession which it believed would be of value to tke Secret Ser- 
i vice in carrying out its responsibilities, It is noted that at no time 
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did Secret Service express discontent nor did it furnish a written on 
criteria regarding its needs. moe, 

ae we 
a Oe et le the tae ate 

: Fe eT ss. - ee a: “Ee eel eer 

yy . ‘Since the assassination of the president: there was & conplete 
| re-evaluation of our dissenination policy with regard to infornation 

-|jthat might be of interest to Secret Service, Kew criteria vere es- 
tablished and following the establishnuent of the new criteria we have - 

_jfbeen following the new procedures which were acopted. These criteria 
2 are the subject of a » Separate menorandum that was prepared ¢ (on 9-89-64. -   
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e In addition, we have dotcrmined that an’ Interagency Committee ©: 
and program are being established by the Treasury Departnent to de---. °. 
velop more effective criteria for dissemination of-data to Secret “!. ” 
Service, The Comaittee will include representatives of the President's . 
Office of Science and Technology, Department of Defense, Central In= - 
-telligenco Agency, FDI, and Sccret Service, This Interagency Come ~~~ 
mittee has not reached the stage of development to extend invitations: 

[to the FDI and others, but is expected to do so scon. It is noted ..- 

Secret Service has made available in writing to the Bureau the criteria 
upon which they desire to receive information. It is noted that the - 

nished by Secret Service, So Soe Ocspnr ee set athe ne a 

cee” + The report of the Comaission gives the Bureau credit for the ~~ 
It: amount of investigative effort since the assassination and mentions — 
:° that 80 additional FBI personnel were sent to Dallas to assist in the | 

“" investigation, that we had conducted more than £5,000 interviews and — 
‘fo as of 9-11-64 submitted more than 2300 revorts comprising some 25,400 .- 

“| pages. Cs . - ro oe tee Oye tie 

Me 
"? 
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In referring to the identification of 20 latent fingerprints .__ 
and 3 latent palmprints, the Comission discussed the identities .2...°. 
other than Oswald that were identifzied with the latent prints. The ..:.. 

{Connission in their wording statcd "most of the prints were found to ~ ° 
have been placed on the cartons by an Y5SI clerk and a Ballas police’ _ 
officer." The true facts are that it was dctezined that a clerk in — 

{ the Dallas Office was identified with five latent fingerprints and _.”. 
one latent palmprint and the remaining latent fingerprints and four - 

. [Of the palnprints were determined to be those of a Dallas police of-~:. 
f£icer. In connection with the clerk in the Dallas Office, he.was re= 
| sponsible for the wrapping of the cartons for transmittal to the. — | 
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In discussing the shooting of Dallas police office: Je Do-- 
Tippit, the Comnission states that certain witnesses to this shoot-..   ing were interviewed by thu FBI "two months after the shootings". =~ 
it is noted the shooting of the balias police officer by Oswald was... 
conpletecly a local matter within the jurisdiction of the Dallas Po-.. 
lice Department and the Bureau did .2dt attenpt to conduct any ines: 
vestigation concerning this shooting... The Dureau did offer its —.. 

Salve on: Yhehes .s : ” _ : ~ 

  

  

             
    

    

that since the adoption of the Bureau's new criteria for dissemination, . . 

Bureau's criteria is broader in scope than the written criteria fur-.°" -- 
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‘|/.8o interviews were conducted relative to the Ti _Yequests wero received from the President's Comission to do SOe =: 
‘ 

aie Concerning the various interrogations of Lee Warvey Oswald, "-:=. : 
, the Connission comments on the snall Size of the intervi ets 
the Dallas Police Department and states that up to 25 different pera.’ 
Sons participated in these interviews, facre is no Clear cut state-- - 
nent as to the nunber of individuals that participated in these ine: - Seon 
terviews at any given time. In this regard it is noted that 1 Agent" - 
participated in an interview on 11-22-63 and 1 Agent Participated in SLR. 
two interviews on 11-23-63, ee oo i 

ew room in - =. 

  

> ws ~ we eet ete et « _ Comment is also made that Cswald was not represented with : -_-- ce 
- counsel, The entire interviewing of Gswald was under the jurisdiction Shes 
‘of the Dallas Police Department, not the ¥2I, and the Bureau had no 2 
i control over the conditions under Which the interviews were taking ..-- 

  
' place, ot ae Slee Ci Fon tsa res athe report states an FDI Agent is quoted as stating the con.’ - . 

' | ditions at the Dallas Police Department were like Grand Central -: Wet 
_ Station or the Yankee Stadium, The Agent in the footnote is identi- State 
'£ied as Special Agent SJames_P, Mosty. In this regard Agent Nosty's ~.>2 

_ i testinony does reflect that he fisde Such a connent When testifying 4 
| before the President's Commissions... -f&. "a va av bwfiy- He 

cet . 
. or 

ds be , The report states that the Directon Ben: a mesSaze to man we 
Chief of Police Curry on 11~22.53 9 urging the Chie? to afford Oswald 
‘utnost Security. The report states Chie? Curry did not recall receiy.~ 
‘ing this message. SAC Shanklin assures that $Roxal message Was dem. 
_livered by Special Agent Uanning C. Clonents innediately artery xeceiy~ 
ing instructions from the Bureas to so advise Gilet Curry, (See SA Clements 
Dallas report 11/30/63, Pago 29, paragraph 5). Soe ANE ee Borery 
TA @he report in discussing Chief Curry'’s periodié’press"y-d1es ges - 
on the developnents in the assassination during the initial eee vere 

   ~~ . 
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. 

Quotes the Director as being extrenely concemez eve: those press\yb= |: - 
leases and quotes from the Director's testinony in this regard, ei In referring to interviews of ruth Paine by Special Agent liosty. , 

' the report states she was Questioned concerning Oswald's Whercabouts ang - 
2*OnISed to advise the FBI whore he WaS xreSiding and aiso to furnish =—-~- -- 
the FBI any pertinent information conccrning hin, A comnent is made 
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. Bis REPORT OF PRESIDENT'S COLNIZSION’ ; oe bye ee ee j 
* Pi one ars Te at : : “{that Ruth Paine was not asked to furnish Oswald's telephone number in: ¢ 

  

Yallas and that she did not voluntcer this inzoration although she ¢: had such information in her pos Sione oe we en Sos va ks -. 4b 
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heavily upon the technical. 

« eC" *. he Commission has relied very find- ~ ings of the FBI Laboratory to support their conclusions as to the. —_—s identity of the assassin and our Laboratory findings are not presented ~- in an unfavorable light. In sone instances, r -: 
terests of impartiality, because of deep involvement of the FGI in the investigation of the case, the Cormission had other experts examine ./... evidence upon which we had submitted reports. Upon being challenged ~":° by the Bureau at the tine on the basis of a lack of confidence, the -- | 
Connission denied any such lack of conZidence, There were no important - or significant differences between our findings and those of the other. _ 
experts, This was particularly true of all crucial examinations such ~ 
as the identification of the assassination bullets as having been fired 
in Oswald's rifle and the identification of Oswald's handwriting on -::; 
docunents establishing his ownership of the assassination rifle... Oe. P 
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oportedly in the in-.™-. 
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As a matter of interest, in a few jastances, there was a dif— _ 
ference of degree noted in certain of the findings. These instances ...- 
are discussed in detail below. : ee tie Bate Sei _ ee ee ee Dee 

- eT ee wee ee om ae ee eae! . 
we OO 

On pages 577 and 578 the report sects forth that FBi Laboratory 
experts identified all writing on a vaccination cer tificate found anmong- 

  

Oswald's belongings as being Oswald's handur iting except the signature - 
"A.J.Mideel" which was too distor ted to identify or nonidentify. Alwyn 
Cole, Tréasury Department document expert identified all writing includ= 
ing "A.J.Ilideel" signature as being Oswald's. On the other -hand, Cole 
was unable to identify or nonidentify a rubber stamp kit which belonzed 
to Oswald with rubber stamp impressions on this vaccination certificate, |. 
The FHI Laboratory expert was able to identify certain of the stamped 
words aS having been made by Oswald's stamp kit. These minor variances | 
are not contradictory and are overshadowed by the conclusive agrecnent -_ 

£ both experts that Oswald prepared nost of the Qetans appearing on 

om Or wn ear turnentinn Dew Babectoy 
“ On page 186 of the cport, ‘relative to tig bullet that had S¢cr: 
fired into the home of Layor General Edwin A. YValker on April 10, 1963%. 
the Connission relates. that Joseph D. Nicol conducted an iadepencent ... on 
examination of the bullet and concluded "that there is a fair probabs ity 
that_the bullet was fired from the xifle used_in the assassination. 
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ae "The Nicol referred to hereinbefore pees Nicol, Superintenden 
of the Minois State Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation, called in 

~ poy the the Commission as an independent firearms examiner... «    WI
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= ~" An examination of this bullet in the FEI : Laboratory by by three top firearms 
specialists conducting separate and independent examinations revealed it to be 80 - 
extremely mutilated that there was not sufficient evidence remaining on which to -: 
base a conclusion as to whether or not the bullet recovered from Walker's house - 
had been fired from the assassination weapon. One of the experts correctly testified : 
before the Commission that the FBI does not use a category of "probable":-:- mon 
identifications, and that unless a missile or cartridge case can be identified a as . 
coming from a particular weapon to the exclusion of all others, the FBI does not ” 
a an 1A dentitication.J — patio x notin uta nue +. L° < Ww : 

. In explaining the difterence between his policy and that of the FBI on the niatter. 
of probable identification before the Commission, Nicol admitted that he could not 

; jidentify the gun "to the exclusion of all other guns." feel. tr cod “2 . 

  

   

  

[4 7 The Commission took due cognizance of this in its evaluation of this inatter; 
and the Commission states in its summation that it recognizes that neither expert was 
able to state the bullet which missed General Walker was fired from Oswald's rifle. 

of Dallas Police Officer J. D. Tippit, and the four cartridge cases found near the -: 
scene of the murder of Tippit, the Commission notes that poth the FEI experts ‘and - 
Nicol identified all four cartridge cases as having been fired in Oswald's revolver, 
thus establishing Oswald's revolver as the murder weapon,, In the c2se of the bullets 

( the Commission notes that Nicol differed with the FBI experts on one of these bullets, . . 
Nicol identifying one of these bullets as having been fired from Oswald's revolver. ; 

-< The findings of three top FBI examiners concerning the bullets were to the effect . 
| that, because of mutilation and the inconsistent nature of the individual vaarangs 
| On. the bullets there was not sufficient evide ce remaining on which to base ae 

definite determination, “A! l oy ae fale aA os Pee oe an oy el 

.. . Since the findings of the FBI oat were arrived at independentiy 
by three of our top firearms identification specialists and there e definitely -. : 
was no foundation or Nicol's Conclusion, iti is obvious | oan =F 

be " | * L | Relative to the firearms examinations of the four bullets removed from the ‘body 
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    that he was influcncea by circumstances surrounding the case in ‘arriv= 

ing at his Accision. te einer nny . : un 

. Injevaluating the evicence concernin: Tippit's nurdex on ‘page 
176 of the report, tho Commission completelyfisnored the identification 
made by Nicol, This illustrates how heavily - n° Commis ion relied pon 
the findings of our neato, Cxperts 4 40 
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Bo “the foregoing ; is submitted for information concerning the report . 
;. Submitted by the President's Commissions — : 

  

  

    

 


