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Honorable 3. Lee Rankin oF ye = 
, General Counsel er 6 = 

The Presidont's Commission ( . 4g oc 

200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast “ ne _*' = 

Washington, D. C. CL tt Grr | oo | 

- ~ ’ cs .. . J! i f- i 47. ~ 

Dear Nr. Rankin: . 4 we Ba a 
Wy 

On March 3, 1064, Clarence Paniel Smelley, a Yesident “~ + 

of Birminghna, Alabama, and a menher of the International * 

Brotherhood of Teansters, advised our Birmingham Office that 

in 1962 he and another rember of the Teamsters Union, whom - NN: 

Suelley declined to identify, gave $20,000 to an unnamed juror’ (\ 

. dn the 1962 Nashville, Tennessee, trial of James Riddle Hoffa, 

Pregident of the Teamsters Union, in order to assure a deadlock 

or mistrial, Smwelley ssid he received this money from Hoffa 

_.. + 4 and took this action on Hoffa's instructions, 14060 -e25Y 8 | Galt 
_ , Suelley claimed further thet in September, 1963, he 

ie the same unidentified associate met with Hoffa and 

Lee Narvey Oswald in Waebington, 0D. C., at which time Hoffa 

i
o
 

« E
B)
 

a
 gave “contracts” to Oswald to kill President Kennedy and the 

“ 

+} Attorney General. Smelley would fuxnigh no further specifics 

. at that time but claimed to have trpe recordings of his 

~~" conversations with Hoffa. Smelley declined to make these ~~~ 

recordings available until be cleared with his. associate and 

a” said if he becane known as the source of this information he 

‘. would be a "dead duck." uo ' L 
0) Fe Q, 1964 

toh Ov March 4, 1964, Smelley exhibited to Special Agents 

fae of cur Birmingham Office a box containing .a. enall tapo+recorder 

. _ ‘apd approximately 20 tnpes which he seid contained conversations 

toe With Hoffa and others, He attempted to play one of these tapes 

uelrot-——- on the xecorder but it was inoperative and Lae could 
ohr i Gh fo . 

Casper 

Dele WB ai) NOTE: See Rosen to Belmont meiorandum of 3/5/64, -> <<’ 
Evare of . ‘ e 4 

vert ae ———" captioned “JAMFS RIDDLE HOFFA;, CLARENCE DANIE) 
ett eentiecin XEROR. | SMELLEY: LABOR MANAGEMENT RELATIONS ACT; .- A 
sien ZO WEE ‘CONSPLTACY; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE," WByeem. 
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Honorable J, Lee Renkin oo . 

not C8 heard, Snelley declined to turn the tapes over to the“ 
Special Agents or discuss their contents further, He also. 

eclined at that time to disclose the identities of other). 
articipants or furtber details of the alleged meetings, other 

ban to gay that he bad evidence to "harg Hoffa good.". Smelley 
refuced to furnish any evidence tc back up that statement but | 

gaid he would confer with bis associates and, if they were 

4 willing, be would furnish the evidence he has in his possession 

by the firet part of next week. , . 
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; . Tbe Departwent of Justice is arranging for the issuance 

of a subpoena duces tecus by a Federal grand jury at Nashville, 

Tennessee, Calling for the forthwith appearance of Smelley 

before thnt body on March 6, 1964. 

Swelley is described as having been born on August 26, 

19382, at Talladega, Alabame, presently resides at 214 Eighth . 

ane Btreet, Robinvood Station, Birmingham, and bas been employed oe 
by the Jack Cole Trucking Company, Birminghan, since 1958, °° 

Records of the Birainghim Police Department show that 

ove Clarence Daniel Smelley, same birth date, was arrested on 

. November 19, 1960, by that Department and charged with 

contributing to the delinquency of a minor. The case was later 

diaunissed vpon paynent of court costs. Records of the Identi- 

fication Division of thie Bureau chow the following additional 

arrests for Clarence Daniel Smelicy, FBI number 57 040 2, who 

may be identical with the above-mentioned person: ot 

Qn Janurry 9, 1962, Saelley was arrested by the "" 

Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, on a charge of assault with intent 

to murder, On June 6, 1862, the charge was reduced to assault 

and bottery and faelley was placed on one year's probation. 

On July 5, 1963, Emelley was arrented by the Police Department, 

Tarrant, Alabama, on w charge of driving while under the 

influence - rechloss driving. A fine of $105 was imposed. 

. You will be advised of further developments with 

yenpect ta the foregoing. . 

. ¢ Sincerely yours, 

3 ’ . J. Edgar Hoover 
: ii : Poms . {. 
j 3 - ane 
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