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perceded oit other ug’._.):.
considerations. ..

"One man, one gun, ene bullet over-
mied the decision of the wajority of
veters of this aation whe Bad chesen
John F. Rennedy to be Chief Execntive
of thelr country, te direct its|destinies
forfouryoors. - - . .

The heavy weight of sorrow and person—
al loss, ond of sympathy for the Presidents |
wife ond fomily, for most peog‘)le was ac-
companied by @ sweeping disbelief that
our nation's chosen leader and spokesman
could be so swiftly, so unexpectedly, so
wantonly destroyed as a vital humon being.

~ In vorying woys eoch of -us sensed that
his death wos, ivport, our's. There was
some measure of reassurance in the es- -
sential decency and justice of most persons, -
for relatively few reacted with ‘spontoneous

roge or desire for vengeance against the
assassin.  Rather there was a querulous

reaching out for understanding of the mo=-
tivations leading to this abomincble act of - :
destruction by ane human being ogaimst - .
-another. o

It is hard to know when the emotions of
mourning and shock and, perhaps a vague-
ly undefinakle feeling of shared guilt, will
drift into the boackground of experience.
Certainly no one who knew the impact of
the ossassinotion, of the almost simultan=’
eous shooting of Texas Governor John B.
Connally, ond of the tragically bizarre
occurrences in the minutes and days which
followed, will ever forget. And recorded
history will remind those who follow us.

No murder occurs without cause, al=
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though Irrational 1o others. Each killer 88~ -
motivated by some force or combination of . ..
.influences which leads fo his oct of des=
truction. R

The life of ossassin Lee Horvey Os;yf‘ld -
was taken by onother ruthless killing it it
two days after his arrest, thus limiting the "7 -
possibilities ™ for fullest possible under~" "‘
standing of the twisted motivations for . -
committing his immeasurable crime. Cer=
tainly the efficiency and resources of the. .
Federal Bureau of investigation vitimately
will moke known more than is now ovail- . . -
able to understond the reasons why this man
had oppointed himself executioner of Presi-
dent Kennedy and of democratic decision:

s

X . b yLy

- But enough is now known of the crime :
and of the accused criminal fo lend em- *.
phasis to unresolved problems in our com=
munity out of which arise the stimuli for so S
appalling on act. Lee Oswald, to the de-'
gree that we now know of his background * -
‘and activities, was what many people dis= - %
miss as an "oddball" or “crackpot®, if they . : -
give attention to him at oll. In the lives
of most of us we have contacts with per—
sons whom, because of unrelenting hatred
or abnormal pattern of conduct, we avoid
os being in these categories. Such indi-
viduals exist in every community.

The heinous acts which occumred dn
Dallas on November 22, 1963, and in the
~days immediately thereafter, could have
transpired in any Americon city. B

Unfortunately, no large community ‘is )
free of thot lunatic-fringe which is en-
dowed with intelligence, impelled by hate

[
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ers and public officials must generate them=
selves, ond stimulate in others, o dgrnand

ond .co'poble of murder. Norisuny
free of persons who believe themselves
yord the law. = - - S

Our notion of peoples hasbeen swepthy
the emotional impact of President Kennédy's
tragic deoth. If it is to have leaning - ;
beyond temporary sympathy and shock, 3
from it shall be constructed o monument of
greater wisdom, then the interment of his -
remains must stimulate widespread dedica- .
tion to the solution of those problems which - -
contributed to his death. e e

H

For the living, there is an obligation to
search out those problems, ond those’ solu=

There is need te examine exhaustive- . -
Iy the short life of Les Oswaid, s ’
defermine the influences which lod
-1o his abandonment of faith In eur sys-
tem of poverament and justice, In their
stead his acceptance of the philesephy
of Marxism, and the eventual conviction
that fulfiliment of his life goals required . -
the taking of the lives of sthers. . S

There is meed for evaluatien of
growing  American cymicism towards
the pelitical processes aad orderly
. government by law; ts face squarely
the implications of 2 popular wise-
guy attitude which is titilated by
Vpulting things ever” In technical
vielation of the law. Among sther alarm-
ing products of such attitudes has been
tolerance of the growth of organized .
crime and racketeering inte America’s -
biggest business and eme of ins most i
Influential forces in shaping the course
and character of political government.

Citizens everywhere, community leod- :
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previously indicated his sititude =
. wards law as reflected by .2 pelice
tecord .of carrying conceafed ~wess
pons and aggavated assauit. - Fer
_these whe understand how - _prefits
ate datived frem speratien of a sirip-
tease jJoint, Rudy's means of live- -
fikoed gives further emphasis o his
disdain for functiening within the
faw. And his disrespect for symbols
of law enforcement is appallingly re-
vealed In reports of his hespitality
and genesosity te seme Dallas Pelice
efficers and, mest important, thelr -
acceptance of him as hest. - :

Con it be dismissed solely cs;coméf--
dence that both accused ossassins were
exposed o tolerated - community conditions

- " which bespoke the rejection of law and

- acceptance of corruption?

Remembering the ease of Lee Oswald's
ocquisition of the rifle which destroyed
our President and seriously injured Gover-
nor Connally; remembering that he also
acquired the pistol with which he killed
Dallas Policeman J. D. Tippitt ond at-
tempted the murder of one of the officers.
who later opprehended him; recalling thot
Dallas night club operator ond police
character Jack Ruby was cble to possess
and carry the gun with which Oswald was
killed in police custody, we must come
to grips with, and bring about, far more
stringent screening of persons before they
are authorized to sell, purchase or pos-
sess firearms.

For many years law enforcement officials
have emphasized the need for more cau-
tious weopon controls. Proposals in our
legislative bodies, for such increased reg-
vlation, are invariably met with solid,




~well-organized opposition from spores-
men's organizations, which understandably
feel thot such requirements Would Tmpose
hardships upon . ﬁeyyyﬁf”&gﬁze
‘that some additional Inconvenlence is
small price ‘to pay for ¢ W”iowmy
degree, the frequency with which gdeadly
weapons reoch the hands of d:oj‘ly per-
sons . e . L. Ty H "

Several years ago o man in his mid-
twenties came to the Metropolitan Crime
Commission office, ploced o loaded, small
caliber pisto! on the Managing Director's
desk, sat down and cried. He stated ' that
because of a long-festering ' bitterneas
against alleged injustices of o former boss,
he decided to kill him. .Having no dis~
- qualifying police record, he had no dif-
ficulty securing o permit to purchase a
gun, which he did, with murder his sole
objective. In his particular case it did
not hoppen. His gun was purchased .in o
shop on Rompart Street, perhaps the same
one where.Oswald had observed o .45
caliber pistol which he had planned tosteal
unfil his schoolmate, in whom he confided,
pointed out the burglary detection system.

Greater attention must be given o the
.reloted problems of mental health and
crimes of violence. In New Orleans; ‘as
in every mojor city, there is o lunatic-
fringe, combining intelligence with dis-
torted emotions. Some of them become -
identifioble through octive evidences of
destructive hate. Which of them is in-

capable of duplicating the shocking acts of
Oswald and Ruby? , '

. Also we must thoroughly eviluate the
)E e, -




@s a penalty prescribed i
- salf~governing people, do we thus fpate’
e culture in which killing is acceptgble -
+ punishment for wrongdoing® Do we plant™"" W~
: the seed of logic for independent action R
- by the self-oppointed judge and exsco- - - B
: tioner, when taking of human life Is con-
sidered responsibly-amrived-at decision

in the criminal law? Especially with sto~
tistical studies foiling to establish capital
punfshment as o deterrent to copital crimes,
. s the policy of destroying life, in the
4 ~ nome of justice, o proper one for civilized
. society?

We omass national resources of money,
skills, public opinion and manpower o
- compete with foreign and abhorrent idec~-
logies. With these resources we also

challenge and overcome the mysteries of
outer space.

There is perhaps a greater and more
important challenge presented in stork
reality by the trogic recent events in. Dal-
las; that we must dedicate more of our re-
sources to the task of closing the gop be-
o tween philosophy and fact in the rights -
~ ey to “life, liberty and the pursuit of hap~-

-7 piness™ = to make equal justice under law
prevail.

.-

Many of the ingredients of this chal-
lenge are now discouraging or disillusion=
ing to those who seek fo make democracy
work:

P PR

widespread demand for Imcreased gov- 5
eiament services accompanied by clam-
o against the cost, the scramble 9o
pluck fruits frem the tree of domoc-

LS A by
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