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TO : The Acting Secretary Tele. einean 
THROUGH: §/S away! AF ae Gandy — 
FROM : INR © “Thomas L. Hughes Wig | ——— 

SUBJECT :° “Bast European Reaction to Fresident Kennedy's Assassifiation 

The considerable variation i in reaction in individual East European 
coumries to President Kennedy's assassination prompted this survey, 

         
made at the request of the Bureau of European Affairs. pAn anne makes * 
a tavular comparison by country. pp AK 

ABSTRACT. en as) l 
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The official East European reactien to President Kennedy’ s ( { 

assassinati-n varied somewhat in accordance with the fundamental ch ° 
Hees 

quality of each country's relations with the United, States. Expressions Se 

of ctficlal sympathy were particularly notable in Yugoslavia and particularly| 7 | 

restrained in Hundery. Popular reaction, though obviously great every- 

where, to some extant followed official cues, particularly in Hungary aa 

where caution and fear on the part of the population evidently served 

to restrain direct expressions cof sympathy tc the US Legation. Yugoslavia / 

and Foland, which observed national mourning for the President, were i 
Lu 

also Lhe ecuntries in which the greatest outrouring of popular grief was 

.evident, Ir the deeply Catholic Polish city of Poznan popular expressions 

rof sempathy to the US Consulate were so great that the normally re- 
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served officialdom was obliged tc follow suit to an extent which could 

of 'nol have been anticipated. * REC. 53: C2-/o70bo- a 
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‘ftedia coverage was generally prompt and prominent except in 

Hungary where Gornulka's vi sit, which ended on November 22, continued 

‘ to oceury the front pages until the 25th. As factual reporting gave way 

to commentary, an essentially similar line blaming reactionaries for 

the Fresident's assassination developed. Polish press commentary 

became particularly virvlent aléng those lines. | 

Media coverage was minimal but prompt in Albania. 
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