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_&A 1 approximately 3 p.m. on Novexber 22, 

  

1963, following the ee 
Presicent's announced essassinaticn, it was ascertained that, 424.45: 

    
   

   
    
   

    

     

    

  

   
    

      

   

   

   
   

    

   

      

f. ey Air Force cne , the President's jet, vas returning from Love Aeagss, ~ 

‘= | Field, Dallas, Texas, flying the body back to Ancrews Air Force - = 
Base, Camp Springs, Marylend. 3As FRANCIS X, O'NEILL, JR.°: 
and JAMES W. SIBERT proceaded to Andrews Air Force Bare to =. 
handle any matters which would fall within the Jurisdiction =: 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, inasmuch as it was ~ 
anticipated that a large group of both military and civilian a personnel assigned to the Base would congregate at Base - 

“.... Operations to witness the landing of this flight. «22-3 

Lt.:.Col. ROBERT T, BEST, Director of Law Enforcement and — 
Security, advised the President's plane would arrive at << 
5:25 p.m. Subsequeatly, Col. EEST advised that the plane 

», Would avrive et 6:05 pam. - =. ey SE aa ee ome Lela 

At approximately 5:55 p.m. agents were advised through the ™ 
* Hyattsville Resident Agency that the Bureau had instructed 

that the agents accompany the body to the National Naval ..: 
Mecical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, to stay with the body . 
and to optain bullets reportedly in the President's body. 

immediately agents contacted Mr. JAMES ROWLEY, the Director . 
of the U. &. Secret Service, identified themselves and made 
Mr. ROWLEY aware of our aforementioned instruction. Immediatel 
following the plane's landing, Mr. ROWLEY arranged seating ."/..- 
fpr Bureau agents in the thir’ ca> of the White House motorcade 
wien followed the ambulance containing the President'n body 22 

eb “he Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland. ::-: web te 

“On errival at the Medical Center, the ambulance -stopped 4n * 
front of the main entrance, at which time Mrs. JACQUELINE °-:: 
KENNEDY and Attorney General ROBERT KENNEDY embarked from the ; 
em ulance and entered the building. The ambulance was there-~   

i after ¢riven around to the rear entrance where the President's 
i body was removed and taken into an autopsy room. Bureau 722: 

agents assisted in the moving of the casket to the autopsy - 
room. A tight eccurity was immedjataly placed around the «2: 
autopsy room by the Naval facility and the U. 8. Secret Servic 
Bureau agents made contact with Mr. ROY KELLERMAN, the “sitar : 
Assistant Secret Service Agent in Charge of the White House 3x: vena 

2 2 Bureau's interest in this matterwas- 
sae fF erate 

  

   

    

    

   

    

  

   

  

    

  

  
ERethesda, Maryland ~~ 

-SAs FRANCIS X, O'NEILL, JR. 2 
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Re advised -that he had already veceived icstructions from 
Director ROWLEY as to the presence of Bureau egents. ; 
Will te noted Vhat eforementioneé Burcau agents, Mr. ROY 21-48% 
KELIERMAN, Mr. WILLIAM GREER and Mr. WILLIAM O'LEARY, Secret 23:2, 

- Service egents, were the orly personnel other than medical nek 
= + personnel prveent during the autopsy. -....: Betceet £ Se 
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| The following individuals attended the autopsy: See 

3", Adm. ©. By HOLLOWAZ, U.S, Navy, Commanding Officer 
: of the U. S. Naval Medical Center, Bethesda;    

  

   
  

  

   

Adm, BERKLEY, U, 8, Navy, the Eresident's personal: 
physiclans 20 [ ..ferr we eo       

    

  

. Commander JAMES z . ‘HUMES, Chier Pathologist, 
-_ Maval Hospital, who conducted autopsy; . s    

  

   

  

‘Capt. JAMES H, STONER, JR., Commanding Officer, U. 
_ Naval Medicel School, Bethesda; ....:.: 

Mr. JOHN T, STRINGER, JR., M 

JAMES H. FBERSOLE; eet 
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___ PAUL KO CONNOR; 

    

   

  

   

   

  

            

  

“Td, @, JENKINS; 

|. SERROL F, CRESTER;- 
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During the course of the autepsy, Lt. ‘Col. P. FINCK, U. 3. pes 
. Atmy Armed Forces ‘Institute of Pathology, arrived to essis Fe. 

-: Commander HUMES in the autopsy. “In addition, Lt. Cméz. pes 
'.., GREGG CROSS and Captain DAVID OSBORNE Chief of Surgery, = 73 SS 

.. entered the autopsy room. :2°% SEP ee en nats 
MT hte cue o) =p SMe ee 3 

: ‘=~ Cte cma Teme at Ss Sele ae 8 ate Ta reg ‘rh oe ST CoM Se see. 

"Major General WEHLE, Commanding Officer of U. 8, Military : 
a: District, Washington, D.C., enterod tne autopsy room to “ees 

z; * escertain. from the Secret Service arrangements concerning the : 
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* Pa WO ee ee oe, qe ee . aetna 7 7 sree as se. a 

raneportation of the President's boty beck to the White a 
SHO CHESTER H. BOYERS, U. S. Kavy, visited tie autopsy roon “354 
during the firal stages of such to tyne receipts by FBI 5s 

_and Secret Service for items ovtained. =: 38 seth see 
ibe jae 

“At the teztnation of the avtepsy, the following personne 
from Gawler's Funeral Home entered the autopsy room to =72% 

_ prepare the President's body for burial: . 

ape 

© JOHN VAN HAFSEN”-:.- 
EDWIN STROBLE 
THOMAS ROBINSON ~~ 
Mr. HAGEN : 0s, 

“Brigidier General GODFREY McHUGH, Air Force Military eee 
to ghe President, was also present, as was Dr. GEORGE BAKEMAN, -< 

: e ° Navy. . : ea ee pe ee gee pete lye “Tp © i Cool oye a as 
woe - * fa -- ec , 

Arrangements were made... for the perfortance 
ty .- the U. S&S. Navy and Secret Service. . -.-:- 

The President's body was remcved from the casket in 
haé been transported and was placed on the autopsy table, at: 

which time the complete body was wrapped in a sheet and the =: 

head area contained an edditional wrapping which wes saturated | 

, Mith blood, Following the removal of the wrapping, it was: 
yascertained that the Preeicent's clothing had teen removed =: 

- 8hd 4¢ was also apparent that a tracheotomy had been perform 
“83” -1a% well as surgery of the head area, namely, in the top of 

the skull. All personnel with the exception of medical © ~:-A%, 
officers needed in the taking of photogrephs and X-Rays were 
requested to leave the eutopsy room and remain in an adjacent. 

Tana dt wow Ou. gee Ble ea ber 3. oe 
o . : : ‘ 

+ Mee AGB fel Fee woes went? 

-- Upon completion of X-Rays and photographs, the first incision 

vas made at 8:15 p.m. X-Rays of the brain area which were “x- 
developed and returned to the autcpsy room disclosed a path * 

of a missile which appeared to enter the back of the ekull ice 

- and the path of the disintegrated fragments could be observed 

: Glong the right cide of the sinilt. The largest section of & “se 

se diet missile es portrayed by X-Ray appeared to be behind thes 

i ght frontal sinus, The next largest fragment appeared t x i 
at the rear of the skull at the juncture of the skull bone. 

tS geite mete Led ee {APR aN eae heh fe Bae 

The Chief Pethologist advised approximately 40 particles o Se 
disintegrated bullct and smudges indicated that the projectile 
had fragmentized while pessing through the siull region.” Bess 

: on . o ee fog ee a ge ep ge i Sateen 
wel ae Ty ae gh ee BORN, pe a le heh, CP aks a 

et SEA ° Pe TL, A ES 

a Peed LS    
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Daring the autopsy . inszection of the arce ef the brain two fragments of mctal were renoved by De. HUMES, namely, cne fragment measuring 7 x 2 willimeters, which was removed from the right sige of the drain. An additional fregment of metal measuring 1 x 3 nfillimevers vue also removed from this area, both of which were placed in a glass jar containing a “=e black metal top which weve thereafter marked for identification and following the signing of a proper receipt were transported - _by Bureau agents to th: FBI Laboratory. o.oo bres, Spepiors 
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During the latter stages of this autopsy, Dr. HUMES located 
&n opening which eppeared to be a bullet hole which was Selo 
the shoulders and to inches to the right of tne middle line: 

. Of the spinal column. «nh eee ies m3         

  

“at 

__, his opening ras probed by Dr. HUMES with the finger, at which 
“"" . time it was determined that the trajectory of the missile . = 

entering at this point had entered at a downward position of 45 to 60 degrees. Further probing determined thet the distenc 
travelied by this missile was a short distaér.ce tnasmuch es the 
end of the opening could be i1'21t with the finger. a 
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*:«" ° Inasmach as no complete tullet of any size could be located in “- the brain area and libewise no bullet could be lecated in the: 
'_ |yback or any other area of the body as determined ty total =. 

° procy X-Rays arc inspection revealing there was no point of- 
;..: sit, the individuals performing the auvopey were at a loss 

 & sto explain why they could find no bullets. stat. 
netwee : . . a . . -. “. . + ~ e ee ‘ 

     

   
A call was made by Bureau agents to the Firearms Section of “ 
the FBI Laboratory, at which time SA CHARLES L. KILLION advised 
thet the Laboratory had received through Secret Service 3:20:22, 
Agent RICHARD JOHNSON a bullet <shich hed sweportedly been found - 
on a stretcher in the emergency room of Parkland Hospitel, 3”: 
Dallas, Texas. This stretcher had also contained a stethescope 
and pair of rubber gloves . Agent JOHNSON had advised the. 
Laboratory that it had not been ascertained whether or not “9 
this was the stretcher which had been used to transport the: = body of President KENNEDY.+ Agent FKILLION further described 304: _.. his bullet as pertaining to a 6.5 millimeter rifle which d3 se 

" Yould be approximately a 25 caliber rifle end that thic bullet: 
' Eonsisted of 2 copper alloy full jacket.%2- “chy 2. Reet 

   
   

         

-.. Emmediately following receipt of this information, this was 
“ made available to Dr. HUMES who advised that in his opinion | ,vhis accounted for no bu2let being located which hed entered » 

: . seme 
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“the back < region ‘and that since external cardiac massage “had 23, 
been performed et Parkland Hospital, it was entirely possible 
thet through cuch movenent the bulict hac worked its: way ae 
back out of the point ¢ of ensry and had fallen on the 2 S- 

: stretcher. een, op. aL HE 

Also during the latter . stages of the ‘autopsy, a@ piece of the 4 
_Bi11 measuring 10 x G.5 centimeters was brought to Dr. HUMES 
-¥ho was instructed chat this hed been removed from the Presi-.2 
Gent's skull. Immediately this section of skull was X-Rayed,% 
at which time 4t was detesmined hy Dr. HUMES that one corner 
of this section revealed minute metal particles and inepection 
of this same avea disclosed a chipping of the top portion - 
of this p-ece, both of which indicated that this had been -: 

_ the point of exit of’ the bullet entering ‘the skull region, 

Cn the ‘baste of the latter two developments ? ‘Dr. HUMES 22; 
stated that the pattern was clear that the one bullet had 2 
entered the President's back and had worked its way. out of the 
body Curing external cardiac massage and that a second h 
velocity bullet had entered the rear of the skull and had - 
fregmentized prior to exit through the top of the skull. . ; 
He further pointed out that X-Rays had disclosed numerous * 

, #8 fractures in the cranial area which he attributed to the -- 7 
yp force generated ty the impact of the bullet in it ; aa 

oo, through the brain area. He ettributed the death of the President: 
ra 108 gunshot wound in the head. sah sty ; . 

“dhe following is a ‘complete listing ‘of photographs “and X-Rays é 
taken by the medical authorities cof the President's body. 
They were turned over ‘to Mz. ROY KELLERMAN of the Secret ::3:-. 
Service. X-Rays were developed by the hospital, however, #2: 
the Photographs were Selivered to Secret Service ‘undeveloped: 

oe Bie 
‘ 

ys" 
4 x ‘5 color photographs | 

18 4 x 5 black and white photographs ; 

ir. ‘KELLERMAN “stated these ‘itens: ‘could’ be made ‘availabie Mie 
2 eo the FBI upon request. The portion of the siull measuri 

20 x 6.5 centimeters was maintained in the custody of Dr. 
EUMES who stated that 4t also could ke made availeble for: 
further examination. The two metal fragments removed from 

_the brein area were hand carried by SAs SIBERT and O'NEILL 
_ to the FBI Laboratory immediately following | the autopsy and 

‘ were > burned \ over to SA KURT FRAZIER, . *  


