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. & epproximately 3 p.m. on Noveiber 22, 1963, following the: e
Priesident's announced essassinaticn, it was ascertained thatjﬁgﬂ‘ ;
Air Force cne, the President's jet, vas returning from Love AL g5
Fleld, Dallas, Texas, flying the boly back to Ancrews Air Force .
Base, Camp Srrings, Marylend., 3As FRANCIS X, O'NEILYL, JR, s
and JAMES W, SIBERT proceaded to Andrews Air Force Bace to =
handle any matters which would fall within the Jurisdiction:;
of the Federal Burecau of Investigation, inasmuch as it was
anticipated that a large group of both military and ecivilian
N personnel assigned to the Base would congregate at Base
<.z Operations to witness the landing of this flight, -i. .. .

Lt...Col. ROBERT T. BEST, Director of Law Enforcement and
Security, advised the President!s plane would arrive at .~
: 5:25 p.m. Subsegueatly, Col. EEST advised that the plane
. would avrive &t 6:05 pm, . - . . -
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At approximately 5:55 p.m, agents were advised through the
- Hyattsville Resident Agency that the Bureau had instructed
that the agents accompany the body to the National KNaval . .
Mecical Center, Bethesda, Maryland, to stay with the body -
and to ootain bullets rcportedly in the President's body.

Immediately agznts contrcted Mr. JAMES ROWIEY, the Director .
of the U, 8. Secret Service, identified themselves and made -
Mr, ROYLEY aware of our aforecmentioned instruction. Immediatel
following the plane's landing, Mr. ROWLEY arranged seating -~ .-
rET Bureau agents in the thirl ca:> of the White House motorcade

which followed the ambulanca containing the President's body .-
tbishe Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland. . :: fyay, i
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On errival at the Medical Cen’er, the ambulance -stopped in:
front of the main entrance, at which time Mrs. JACQUELINE - :%::
KENAGEDY and Attorney General ROBERT KENNEDY embarked from the
embulance and entered the building. Tre ambulance was there-
after ¢riven around to the rear entrance where the President‘s

{ body was removed and taken into an autopsy room. Bureau -

i agents assisted in the moving of the casket to the autorsy : ¥ o
: room, A tight egecurity was immedsataly placed around the sz

i autopsy room by the Naval facility and the U. S. Secret Serv €O, x:

Bureau agents made contact with Mr. ROY KELLERMAN, the =iizms e
Assistant Secret Service Agent in Charge of the White House Za: RPN
2La. 2 Bureau's interest in this matter.: :

=
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Ke advised-that he hsd &lready received ipstructions from 4%
Director ROWLEY as to the presence of Bureau aegents, It =75
¥1ll te noted Lhat aforementioneé Burcau agents, HMr, ROY =%
KELIEFMAN, Mr. WILLIAM GREER and Mr. wILLIAM O'LEARY, Secre
D Scrvice egents, were the only pergoarel other than medical
;7. personnel preegent during the autopsy. . .. s g e
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The follbwiiig !ixidivi'duai‘s._dttéhded the autops

o :“. Adm. C. B, HOLL(MA:, U. 'Sl.l'ﬁ;v‘l;,"Céiﬁ;néaiﬁiﬁéw()ff:’lc '

.. ~©of the U. S. Naval Medical Center, Bethesda; i
dn, BERKIEY, U, 8, Navy, the Eresident's personal:
ph}'ﬂician; N - - s y ‘-_,:.___ . 1
~ Commanler JAMES J, HUMES, Chief Pathologist,
. Faval Hosrital, who conducted autopsy; ..

‘Capt, JNUES H, STONER, JR., Commanding Officer, U, £, e
. Naval Medical School, Bethesda;...::. '

¥Mr. JOHN T, STRINGER, JR., M
JAMES M, FBERSOLE; ™7/

- «<' . LiOYD E. RAIES;
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ng the course of the autepsy, LS. Col. P, FINCK, U. 8.7g;
. Army Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, arrived to sssist
. Commander HUMES in the autopsy. In addition, Lt. Cul», s
.. GREGG CROSS and Captain DAVID OJEORNE Chief of Surgery, 3£
. ecntered the autopsy xoom, &yl wrp SITERTRERR G e :
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-Major General WEHLE, Commanding Officer of U. S. Military:
o:... District, Washington, D.C,, enfercd the autopsy room to i
.~ escertain . from the Secret Service arrangements concerning &

N
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raneportation of the Przsident's body beck to the White 2
£12 CHESTER H., BOY.ER3, U, S, Navy, visitcd the sutopcy room X3i5E
during the firel steges of such to {yme recelpts
and Secret Service for items ovtained, .

e X

At the termination of the avicpsy, the fcllowing personne
s from Gawler's Funeral Home entered the autopsy room to :iii
prepare the President's body for burial: . TR il
e JOEN VAN HAESEN . . -
EDWIN STROBLE -
THOMAS ROBINSON
. Mr. HAGEN .. &
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.Brigidier General GODFREY McHUGH, Alr Force Military $idd - iz .
lt’o ghe Prenident, was also precent, as was Dr., GEORGE BAKEMAN, '
) . . Navyo - : e T e e LT e e T e
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Arrangements were made.. for the perforrance of the autops
ty . the U. §, Navy and Secret Service, . -.- -«
The President's body was ramcved from the casket in which 1t.
haé been transported end was placed on the sutopsy table, at
vhich time the complete body was wrapped in a 3hzet and the::
head area contained an edditionzl wrapping which was saturcted .-
, .vith blood, Following the removel of the wrapping, it was:
yaséertained that the Preeiclent's clothing had Yeen removed l:
%4 4t was also apparent that a trecheotomy had been perform
-a> well as surgery of the head area, namely, in the top of ..
the skull. All personnel with the exception ol medical: <%
officers needed in the talking of photographs and X-Rays wvere
requested to leave the sutopsy roor and remain in an adjacent
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Upon completion of X-Rays and photographs, the first incision
v.as made at 8:15 p.m. X-Rays of the brain area which were =i
develsrped and returned to the sutcpsy room disclosed a path’
of a missile which appeared to enter the back of the ekulligs
~ and the path of the disintegrated fragments could be observed
.. g£long -the right cide of the simll, The largest section of &5
_ this misgile es portrayed by X-Rsy appeared to be behind t?e,., :
.. #ight frontal sinus, The next largest fragment appeared g Za
e
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et the rear of the skull at the juncture of the skul ne
The Chief Pethologist advised mpproximately 40 particles of ii

disintegrated bullct and smudges indicated that the projectile
had fragmentized while passing through the skull regi i S e
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Daring the sutopsy . 41nsjection of the arce cf the btrain "

two fragments of mctal were removed by Do, HUMES, namely, -

cne fragment meesuring 7 x 2 willimeters, which wae removed
from the right side of the drain. An edditional, fregment of
metal measuring 1 x 3 millimevers was aleo removed from this
area, both of which were placed in a glass Jar containing a =
black metal top which were thereafter maricd for identification
and following the signing of a proper receipt were transported -
by Bureau agents to tL: FBI Laboratory. - .. © o, B rtrs

Durirg the latter stages of this autopey, Dr. HUMES located =%
&n opening which eppeared o be a bullet hole which was Selow :
the shoulders and two inches to the right of tne middle 1ine"
of the spinal column, - - - 7 - e i
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This opening vas probed by Dr, HUMES with the finger, at which
time it was determined that the trejectory of the missile .. -
entering at this point had entered at a downward position of
45 to 60 degrees. Further probing determined that the distenc
travclied by this micsile was a short distirce inasmich es the
end of the openirg could be 111t with the finger. -

Inasmuch a3 no complete tullet of any size coulé be located in
the train area and lilewise no bullet could be lccated in the -
sback or any other area of the body as determined ty total -
pody X-Rays and inspection revealing there was no point of -
, . - §x1t, the individuals performing the aucopey were at a loss
=& 1to explain why they could find no bullets, et
-_..,~..,‘._"-A4A. e - L. £ . . P . . - . L

A call was made by Bureau agents to the FPirearms Section of A
the FBI Labcratory, at which time SA CHARLES L. KILLION advised
thet the Laboratory had received through Secret Service izr: v
Agent RICHARD JOHNSON & bullet ihich had veportedly been found -
on a stretcher in the emergency room of Parkland Hospital,i-i.-:
Dallas, Texas., This stretcher had also contained a stethescope
and pair of rubder gloves. ~ hgent JOANSON had advised the -

Laboratory that 1t had not been ascertzsined whether or not 2
this was the stretcher which hud been used to transport tha:

2 ~body of Presidert KENNEDY, + Agcnt FILLION further dagcridbed 3%,
.. this bullet as partaining to a 6.5 millimeter rifle which';{-; g
ould be epproximately a 25 czliver rifle end that thic bdbu et

on3isted of a copper alloy full Jackeb ., i =mzir, o, mdy..brs
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.. Immediately following ‘receipt of this information, this was
 made -available to Dr. HUMES who advised that in his opinion’
this accounted for no bullet being located which hed entered .

N
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the back rcgion and that since externel oardiae maasage ‘ha8 5%,
teen performed et Farkland Hospital, it vas entirely posaible

that throt.ah cuch movenent the bullet had vorked ite yway =%
back out of the po.mt or ervry and had fallen on the A5
: utretcher. e g

Also during the latter etagee of the autopsy, a piece of the #:
.°8lanll measuring 10 x 6.5 centimeters was brought to Dr, HUMES
: who was instructed chat this had becn removed from the Presia:
dent's skull, Immediately this saction of €kull was X-Rayed,*:
at vhich tim2 i1t was detemined bty Dr. HUMES that one corner .if.
of this section revealed minutc metal particles and inepection '
. of this same a-ea disclosed a chipping of the top portion -
of this plece, both of which 1ndicated that this had been.:

_ the point of exit of’ the bullet ente"ing ‘the skull region.

Cn the basit. of the latter two developmentz ’ Dr. HUMES 033
stated that the pattern was clear ' that thz one bullet had " =
entered the President's back and had worked itec way.out of the
body furing external cardiac macsage and that a second high .-
velocity bullet had entered the rear of the skull and had 7
fragmentized prior to exit through the top of the skull... -
He further pointed out that X-Rays hal disclosed numerous °
. .1 fractures in the cranial area which he attributed to the :-
. s force generated ty the impact of the bullet in it ; .
“bhrpugh the brain area., He a"tributed the death of the President
A o a gunshot wound in the head, .o o ot
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T'Tf)" 'lhe following 13 a complete listlng of photographs ‘and X-Rayar
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taken by the medical authorities ¢f the President's body,-

They were turned over ‘to Mp. ROY KELLERMAN of the Secret . y::.
/ Service, X-Rays were developed by the hospital, however, 3%
, _ the photographs were delivered to Secret Scrviee undeveloped

o gmdiens T A S -'r«q«i.,-..
11 X-Rays '
.. 22 4 x5 color photographs i ... i«
., 18 4 x 5 black and white paotographs 2

;41'. KELLERMAN otated thene 1tems could bc made available
- %“to the FBI upon request, The portion of the skull mcasurlng-’. 93

*10 x 6.5 centimeters was maintained in the custody of Dr
HUMES who stated that it also could te made availeble for
further examination. The two matal fragments removed from
_the brein area vere hand carried by SAs SIBERT and O!NEILL ‘%
to the FBI Laboratory immediately following the autopsy and
‘ uere turned over to SA KUP:T FPJJIER. .




