't
N \I
oo
. --‘;”mﬁ"
f

Washington, D. C. - .-
September 8, 1975 §

I, Kenneth C. Howe, being duly sworn, hereby make the fellowing

\:VOIﬁhta.ry Statement to Assistant Director Harold N. Bassett and Special
Agent in Charge of the New York Office thp A. MeNitt.
In July of this year I furnished three statements relative to my

knowledore of mformatlon that had heen brourrht to the attention of the FBI

-, indicating that Lee Harvey Oswald had come to the Dallas Office of the FREI

._gv.

spme t1me prxor to the assassination of Pre51dent Kennedy on 11/22,63,
that he had leit a note and that the note had subsequently been destinyed.

In the second statement that I furnished I made reference to the

-

fact that wh11e I could not recall what the note saxd I did recall that it con-

»tamed what appeared to be a threat and that there was no question in my

] mind but that the note was from Lee Harvey Oswald.

I still can't remember specifically why I knew this note was m.m

Oswald but I know it was either signed by Oswald or Oswald's wife's name.

~— -~ Marina, was mentioned therein. Since we currently had a case on Marina

'. at that time and I, of course, knew her to be the wife of Lee Harvey Oswa

' tne name Marma, coupled with the fact that Hosty had interviewed Marina. .

nl( [

left no doubt in my mmd that the note was from Lee Harvey Oswald, smd 1

knew he had talked to Marma
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I do not recall the specific wording of the note As I recall at the

- present tlme 1t was on plain paper and was exther hand wrxtten or hand !

it 'v".n..« “ . ol

printed and was threatenmg in nature either concermng some actlon Oswﬂd

said he was gomg to take possibly against Agent Hosty h1mse1f or agamst
[ B Geel
the FBI ofﬁce. : :

I am not able at this time to chronoloncany place the date or how
lo'né aiter the assassination I found this note, whether it was before or

| after OSwald was shot by Ruby. Ido very deﬁnitely know that it was‘after.
t-he assassmahon and I believe it was after Oswald was shot by Ruby The

ﬁ;st_ tlme I learned of the existence of this note was when I had occasion

to look for a serial or something in Hosty's workbox in connection with a

' . easve';ssigned to Hosty. I do not recall what case this might have been,

Whether it was the Oswald case or some unrelated matter. In any event,

tiiet 1s where I came upon the letter and that was my first knowledge of it.

I consxdered the note of suff1c1ent 1mport that it should be brought

to the attentmn of the SAC and I tock 1t xmmedlatelv to SAC Shanklin’s office.

I cannot say what wording I used to_convey to SAC Shanklin what I had but

I 11‘: étobably was something to the effect that “Here is a note from Oswald - - '
\;Vhicl_ﬁ fdund in Hosty's workbox.™ It was my intention in taking the note to
' S-zv.‘é éhanklin to discuss with him what action should be taken with reference

t(; it.. Although I cannot recall the exact words I used, I know SAC Shankli;/




he had possmly heard about the ex1stence of thlS note before I do not know

_ the note W1th Shankhn (2) I returned the note to Hosty s worlrbo"c or (3)
. I held the note and personally gave 1t to Hosty I subsequently told Hosty

: { what had happened but I do not recall havmrr had any chscuss:on with him

concermng 1t At that stage I felt it wasa rnatter for the SAC to resolve

-;’5'"_,; mth Hosty and having told both about the matter I took no further action.

I d1d not subsequently discuss the matter mth SAC Shankhn Jim Hosty or

e ‘ anyone else .

"---I never mstructed Agent Hosty to destroy the letter nor did I ever

recewe any mstruchons from a.nyone else that I should tell him to destroy

: the letter. I do not know what happened to the letter after the incident I

dxsposxhon is unknov.n to me. - I have no recollection of having prepared a

L memorandum or having made any written record of the note or the fore'rom«1r

T T e

have descrlbed in the forecromg. I never subsequently sawit and its ultimate ~



I have been told that my then secretary has stated that she heard

from ahother employee of Oswald's visit and the Ieavmg of a note and she

informed me of this. Further, that I ernphatlcally told her to forget about |
| 1t. I do not.rue‘eall this nor under the c1rcumstances of the sxtuatlon as 1t :

exxsted at that time can I categorlcally deny it dldn't happen At that tlme

' the matter was still in the hands of the SAC and unt11 some adjudication of 1t by

h1m I felt the matter should not be dxscussed '.

S I have been advised that SA Hosty i in hlS statement related that on o

' the evemng of the assassmatmn he was preparing a detailed statement as

to exactly what he had done on the case prior to the assassmatmn as well

as what he had learned during Oswald's mterv1ew of 11/22,/63 at the police

department I'was further mformed SA Hosty stated to the best of his

recollectlon he was going to mclude reference to Oswald's visit to the Dallas

Ofﬁce and h15 leavmg of the note for SA Hosty. Accordmg to SA Hosty's

statement after further consultation with he believes SAC Shanklin and

Superv1sor Howe he was instructed by SAC Shanklin to disregard and destroy

this Ietter. i A |

I recall that the initial teletype to the Bureau in connection with-

the assassmatlon was prepared by me from mformatxon furnished by Agents

w:., were conductmv investigation and telephomcally and otherwise ma.kmo' B

known to -t‘he"ofﬁ-ce their findings to that time mth respect to the assassma- -

tlon- I cannot recall whether my initials appear on the teletype but I recall .

that I was the Agent who correlated information which was included in the

| T _. 4. £ “°




* Subscribed and sworn to before me
'on 9/8/75 at Washmo*ton D. C.

- _HAROLDN BASSETT
. % Assistant Director, FBI

_l_iﬂ-&_f_té_:’_/__c_c:
KeNNETH C. HOWE
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