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Subpoenaed by. the House Axsas:l

rmuons Committee for_{ts first hwz

:7 { Fourteen times in all, the Florida -

'into Kennedy’s murder,:the nat:

tny “dressed,” grand{atherly " lookinz s
Trafficante invoked his consmuuounl. u;e publie domain’- 7% ¥ rmn e

nghls in response to every question'.’
put to him at the crowded session. -

‘underworld boss hunched close to the
-microphone in front of him and de-
“clared in a calm, pat monotone that:
.l respectfully refuse to answer
that questiof pursuant to my constitu-

tional rightd under the First,. the
Fourth and Eifth and the Fourteenth
Amendme

The commlttee s chief counsel, Rich-
-ard A. Sprague, conducted most o! the
interrogation, asking Trafficante

about his participation in CIA-spon-’

SRy
,:*f £ Washington Rogs Btatf Writer', A i q’
Mam “chiettal Sauto *Trafficante,

¥ 2 Stokes declined,’ saylng: that -he ‘wass

)

* Aleman’s Miami Beacli mote} around

sored plots in the early 1960s (o assas- -

sinate Cuban Premier Fidel Castro,
about reports that Trafficante pre-
dicted Kennedy’s *hit™ more than 2

year in.advance, and about rumors

that Trafficante may have been ac-
quainted with “an American gangstey
type named Ruby” years before the
President’s death.

. 'Sprague laid no factual groundwork *
‘on the record before asking any of his
questions, but committee Chalrman

EEERS

Louis Stokes {D-Ohio) insisted to re-:
" porters afterward that the committee °

‘had lehitimate grounds for posing

advance that the witness would de-

¢line to answer the eommluee s ques--
-tions. - °

+ *f thought we had pmpounded some
nlher important . qucsuons. Slokes

es acknowledged that Traf-
ficante’s itorneys had indicated in.

- Trafficante complained, saying they.

; who is not a millionaire, 2 friend of

ald. "It's unfortunatzf we were unable—: Mcante's buslnesg Propo
10 get the answers’% ’ir-‘“" # 2 and “Aleman ‘assumed jthey, dismissed; <,
“When pre.r.sedd‘y i '*"f o}lzilkefnedy‘talk aszangland b 5;1 P:
tions. ‘about: Ja Ruby.-however A 0, Ty 25 ._,n.. 5 é
e ;-»The"’};mtlonn cimcemlnz 2 Jack, \:'

“not:at liberty_ to- disclose “publicly s ,Ruby turped;on Tx;alﬁcantes days’ing
.what the investigation has dev.e]oped ~‘Cudba] where he“was overlord of xyndll ~' _.

‘at this polnt.":h /*‘»,);j'* VoSl gy »—_f ‘cate, gambling in_Havans’ before F;
. But’ a number. ¥ of. the- allegations:; “tro toppled the, Batista government Sg.
while never-satisfactorfly- developed" ‘the~1959 :evoluﬂongnd closed dmt

: . 4 u;e “casinos. > Tramcante I
or. substantiated.< have' long been - 3‘} svnlodged for.a time In 2 Cuban ja!!.f"L

For instance, a Cuban exﬂe named
"Jose Aleman, who reportedly became -
“$nvolved with Trifficante in1962in con- =
néection with a possible Teamsters Un-
fon loan, was evidently the source of -
reports that Trafficante may have
known the President’s assasslnaﬁon
was coming.

The Washinzton ‘Post reported hst
year, in an article by journalist-author
George Crile III, that}JAleman bad a
long discussion with’ fficante in -

September, 1962, Accprding to this E
account, the discussion eventually . - . . .
turned to the Kennedys, about whom'

were not honest and did not kecep a
bargain. 'rramante was quoted a:
_ saying:

“Have you seen how his brother !: .
hitting Hoffa, a man who is a worker, = -
? the dlue collar? He doesn’t know that
this kind of encounter is very deli--

" eate. Mark_my -words, this man Ken- .
_nedy is in trouble, and he wm zet‘ .
what is coming to him.* EC

When Aleman teporbedly lrgued
back that Kennedy would be re-
 elected, Trafficante ¢ras said to have

; ﬁplied. “No, Jose, hg is going to bo

An TBI Informer at\the ume. Ale ,
man assertedly repo the conver- |
sation to his bureau contacts, but they >
_were described as lnbereswd only in- 1

!\0’1‘ RECORDFD
K APR 12 1977

R e e AP W AP G




