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Panelseeks

By HUGH AYNESWORTH

-Staff Writer -~ 7
-’WASHH\GTOI\-—House subcommit-
tee members .- investigatingy the 1963
destruction ‘of Lee Harvey -Qswald's

" collecting additiondl information today
", “that could iead 10 more hearings in the
ntroversial incident.
The various documents from FBI
" files were requested by the Houxe
Judiciary Commitiee’s subcommittee on
“civil ‘and constitutional rights after it
.heard an FBI official testify Tuesday
.+ _ that the note allegedly was destroyed ™
'off orders from the agent—m-charge o{
§ the Dallas FBI office.

The subcommitiee suggested Ihcse g

files could be “better evidence” of
events that resulted in desiruction of
the letter. FBI Deputy
. Director James B. Adams testified for
. more than two hours Tuesday on “the
. tesulis of the bureau’s internal investi-
. gation into the destruction. .
" Afier Adams’ testimony, which.
- quoted conflicting accvunts from agents

. jnvolved in the case, the subcommittee

-evidenee, study it m executive session’,

. arve warranted.
Among xlemﬁ !he panel - 1s kag

against  bureau

lhrea;emng Jetter o the FBI began -

i -
! letter. - -

individuals involved. ..

Associate .

 adjourned so it could gather more

and determine if more public heanngs -

' . All FBI Tfiles concerning discipli- -
“nary proceedings
" personnel.
@ Tapes and nolec on interviews
‘(-onduc.led by FBI agents with Oswald
_before President John F. Kennedy was:
as_sa’»maled on Nov. 22, 1963. i
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L] \Aa(onal concerning Jack Rubv.

* Oswald's slayer, and his involvement in
a 1939 labor union killing in Chicago. -
© And  all'- information ' the FBI

: _yelaved to the Justice Department for

.ils -consideration of possible " court
action against * bureau personncl in

e

Subcommmc'e' counsel 'Alan
! Parker said the materials vsould be-.
. studied and’ prevxevsed (i execuhve £
session to protect- the nghls of, the‘

He also said the subcommmee .
“might call as possible witnesses J.--
Gordan Shanklin, special agentin- -

fcharge of the Dallas FBI office at the
time of the assassination; James P. .
Hosty Jr., the agent” for whom the .
threatening letter was delivered by .
Oswald; Ken Howe, Hosty's supervisor
at the time, and William Walter;"a ;
$former FBI code clerk who claims be *
received an FBI teletype warning
"about a possible attempt oa X\ennedys
life in Dallas.
- Parker said it probably. would be -
mid-November . before - the hearings -.
could resume because of the time |

“* peaded to study the docuntents and

bécause of prior commitments by the
‘subcommitiee members. " :
. . During- his testimony Tuesday.
Adams dea't with allegations that both .
Oswald and Ruby were paid informants -
auf the FBI, saying the allegations were
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nal true, alihaagh both men had been
chx"x'-tu‘ acessionany by the FPY
.1n. his leolimony . coicerning Wailes's
cla.\m of receiving a teletype warning
.of the assassination- attempt, Adams
"said #] just don’t believe it hap- ~
'pened.” He explained that an jnternal
.. probe into -the former.- code clerk’s
: claims revealed mconsxstenc.les. R
.. "The -whole area’ of concentratmn by
Adams in his 2l-page statement dealt.
primarily with. - mattetrs- reported ‘in °
The Times Hemld m the past three
months. D
** 7The commitiee got mnsxderahlg help
-from Mark Lane, the Warren Commis- -
=1.sion _crite, and several of his cohorts
*1.who sat in. close-up, reserved seats, On T
‘several occasions Lane ‘or - his 'associs 1"
. ! ates took materials, questions and
.| documents to the congressmen,
: : whxch they posed their questions.
“+"* " Rep. Robert F.: Drinan, D-Mass., -
asked perhaps the most compelling and -
important questions of -Adams. Dnnan---
wanted to know what motives the FBI .
pexsonnel must have had in destmymg
the ‘threatening note in Daﬂas bwo
“{ hours aiter Oswald’s deaths = LI
! Adams, in answer to a pre'vxous
. question, had said . that - the only
el indication of motive . the investigation

: _had turned up ‘was the statement of
agent Hosty (he man for whom Oswald
left-the note and the man who admxtted

_f'teanng it up) that he desu‘oyed it to
. save “embarrassment to the bureau
and embarrassment to him personally
" soand pmtec!..ou of the bureau.” -
" o] think the key question here,”
;saxd Drinan, “Is the motives behind the

" destruction of the note and you skirt .
all around that and you state whatever
. thoughts and fears may have motivated
a concealment of Oswald .- and the
-concealment and subsequent destrueuon
.of the note are unknown." “y

" -.~Drinan: *“Well “ihe a\'entom-charge~
:... the agent rather .. said that he
_did this to avoid embarrassment'to ‘the
bureau. What kind of rules 8o you give
to these people to avoid embarrass-
ment of the bureau? What embarrass-

ment.could have come 1o the bureau?”
Adams: "“ ell, we don't nge ‘em
.~ Drinan: "Why do you fgel that way
;Y then?" . _»" s . R
% Adams: “We at the bureau have
- respect and love for the organization. 1’
don’t think you have to have official-
promulgated rules saying that we
" should all be embarrassed if we make ..

L~
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2 milstake. I ﬂunk we are #mbarrased

. n we make & misttke ... I'm

* -cunbarrassed over “this incident, that~
people failed :
responsibilities in this regard. But
there isn't any order that you must do

nothing to embarrass the bureauy, you -

must sconceal facts to not embarrass ‘:

.. the bureau, I just think- that frequently -

* it comes to.'a. person’s mind .that,.‘L:.

7 : hate’ tb ‘enmbarrass the bureau’ by: my
1. actions.” I think that's what happened.”
- Drinan: “Am I tight that- you'a.re~
_ suggesting that is the only possxble'
. motivation?? Gy s W
. ‘.u Adams:® "l\o sir, T am not:f, i

. Drinan: {.. ;.Unless you -have some %

other moh\ahons to otfer. ‘then ~'we
"have to’ conclude™that it's the -rule’ of >
" 8 the FBI drilling into the agents, “Never
| embarrass the bureau’ that caused this
unfortunate violation of the rule.” ]
.+ Adams: “I think that would be ‘a®
. most unfair assumption and I think ...
L T just can't agree- with it and I mt
,see the basis for it.” b :

- burden is on )ou su-, to sugges: some
* other possnble motivation.” - - -

T Adams: “I don't feel the burden is
- on.me to do that. I could speculate. I-

‘to carry out. their |
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. normally include it in a communication

- 5 _— -.-.‘,’tw’.vv'
i

rds] lhe reoepuom.,t would nof re-’ =

“cord . note when she received it.- .
She v _cered it to the agent. He would - -

- or-he would send it to the chiel clerk’s e

K ‘office where it would be serizlized into

"a file. T wish we could arrive at P
‘.'_ ‘motivation. -

--“T wish we could eompletely answer -

v satxsfactonly what the note said, who } :

3!
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‘ordered - its destruction. We . have 'a .
: conflict in' sworn statements’ !n ‘this -~
'regard. All that we were able to do -
“was conduct & thorough mvesﬂgabon
..and we're never satisfied . when .we "," &
don’t get all the answers. But as. you
know, this isn't always possible.”: * -
.Rep. Herman Badillo, D-N. Y., was

eoncerned that J. Edgar Hoover ar _;_ )

ls’omeboay‘exse high -in -the FBI - -

“note “and™ ordered A "coverup ln the
matter, as a r\ew York Times story

hiera.rchy mlght have known of the -7

Clasenca. M. Kallex, dxrecwr ol the ¢
FBI, had never heard oi l'he note un-. .
. til this past summer. -

7w

T could say; “one, he's indicated persond
embarrassment. He had received- the ™
note, and admittedly had received the"‘
note from Oswald. He says it dxd not
contain any threat. If that’s true’ then
. it would have been no embarrassment
* perbaps in the fact lhat Oswald had |
visited the’ office afterwards. 1f the™
“pote did contain @ threat, on the other °
‘hand, and he failed to take appropriate
action, that vsould be a motive for
destroyxrg it...

Drinan: “Mr.. Adams, i thé embar.”
* yvassment had come about in ﬂxe"
«irrevula.nw of the receipt of that letter,;'

':, ‘es» I assume that, \shenew.er a letter is

" received that it's recorded somehow.’

" And we have no record that this was,

" in fact, recorded with the date that it
was received and the person ... could

.. that have.been .the reason- for the

- destruction? He didn't want to bring

‘. this out, that rulcs had been violated?”

Adams: “No, I.don't think that the.
note would have necessarily been
recorded until such time as he took
action on it and included it in the
official files* of the FBL In other
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