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   _ The Warren Commission's exami- 
| nation of the assassination oT Presi. 
i) dent Jéhn Pp-Kétmedyhas Been con- 

| * “groverstdTultiost since the day it was 
completed. Recently released com- 

eae mission material has raised new and 
rs Serious questions about the commis- 

- sion’s work. Tad Szulc, 2 Washington 
journalist, and the editors of The 

: New Republic, have studied the new 
“material. This is the second of three , 
articles on what they found. . 
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. Special to the Washingtoa Star 

* The following is an analytic 
chronotogy of some of the events and 

. discussions that took place during the 
es ei 

Warren Commission's executive ses- 
sions.’ Sl . 

Meeting of Dec. S, 1963 

_ that the commission body refrain 
» from hiring its own investigators or 
- obtaining subpoena powers. His col- 
. leagues, concerned about their cred- 
* ibility, thought this too self-limiting 

and made it clear that the commis- 
_2-sion should have subpoena power. 

> They expressed concern, though, that 
their investigation might improperly 

*, trial scheduled for February 1964. It 
was-John McCloy who summed up 

+ these problems: .- 

_e McCloy: . .’.Now I have the feel- . * mw. 
. - 

  

: ing that the prestige, the standing of 
_ this cominission, everybody is look- 

ing for it to” come forward 
' promptly. . .with an objective, com- 
! prehensive report which will lay all 

the dust, and right across our path is 
this incident of the pending murder 

_ trial. . .[ have a feeling that we have 
Ment another obligation-than the mere 

evaluation of the reports of agencies, 
~. many of which. . .may be interested, 

= may be involved. There is a potential 
“culpability here on the part of the Se- 
cret Service and the FBI, and these 

‘ feports, after all, human nature 
; * DUNE Wiiat it is, may. have Sonre-velf. 

-~ 

- . tsk. . 

Chairman Earl Warren suggested . 

, interfere with-Jack Ruby's murder | - 
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Day by- Day 
. serving aspects in them. And I think” 

thitii<-odidn't have the Ange 
*poena documents, the right to sub- 

. poena witnesses if we needed them, 
that this commission's general stand- - 
ing. might be somewhat impaired. We" 
could use them of course with great. ; 
discretion and I certainly wouldn't 
want them to go running around - 
examining witnesses, but I can visu- ; 
alize occasionally when we will want - 
toexamine witnesses... 9 - 

Finally, under prodding from’ 
McClov, Rep. Gerald Ford, Rep. ~ 

are Hoegs and Sen. Richard Rus ° 

“sell. the commission passed resolu. .. 

fron providing for introduction of 

legislation in the Congress that would 

grant subpoena powers to the presi- 

dential body. But the decision was~ 

made not to ask for the power to . 
grant immunity to witnesses. : 

FROM THE FIRST DAY, the com- 
mission was worried about the Texas 
court of inquiry. Warren described it . 

ag a “strange sort of institution” that 
in the past did not perform very ad- 
mirably. : : - 

- Leaks of information attributed to 

B the FBI concerning the bureau's ini- 
tial findings annoyed the commission 

_ghat first day. The commission was. 

®& still awaiting the FBI's first full rg- 

Hort. and Russell asked acidly, “How 

§ much of their findings does 
propose to release to the press before 

we present the findings of this com- 

a sub rosa, but intense and sustained 

feud between the commission and the 

FBI that was to color in significant 

degree the ensuing proceedings. eS : 

Underlining the internal frictions 

between the attorney reneral’s office 

and the FBI (the FBI's autonomy 

general), acting   

| oO ; : 
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mission?" This was the beginning of . 

within the Department of Justice was 

a traditional problem facing attorneys 

Atty. Gen. Nicholas 

Katzenbach told the commission that 
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aJthough.J. Edgas_Hoover 
stemmed ‘utterly furious” 
about the leaks, there could 

-be no question that, ,the 
‘information came from the 
bureau. 

Ford asked the chairman 
to clarify his plans concerm 
ing tle commission’s meet 
ings tater in December be 
cause “‘we have a holiday 
season coming up, at least I 
have, with some family 
plans"? McCloy asked, 
“Can I go to Brazil next 
week?” Warren suggested 
an afternoon meeting to 
keep searching for a gener 
al counsel, but McCloy 
could not make it. “I have 
this luncheon with the presi- - 
dent, whatever it is. They 
tmade it very clear to me it 
“was a command perform 

‘ance,”” he said The com 
'nission adjourned until th 
; next day : 

Cs 

Meeting of Dec. 6, 1953 

  
_ The commission kept 
wondering what the FBI 
was doing and just how 
much the CIA knew about 
the. assassination. The pub- 
lic was never told about the 
commission’s doubts con 
cerning both the FBI and 

the CIA. Allen Dulles 
emerged as an informal 
spokesman for the CIA, con- 
stantly offering his former 
agency’s services and in- 

Q sisting that the FBI trans 
mit its material to the CIA 
as expeditiously as possi 
ble. Ce 

When McCloy asked 
Warren whether he had 
communicated with the 

which demonstrated how 
delicately the commission 
felt it had to act towards the 
intelligence community. 

Chairman: No, I have 
not, for the simple reason 
that I have never been in- 

formed that the CIA had 
any knowledge about this. 

McCloy: They have. 

‘ Chairman: I'm sure they - 
have, but I did not want to 
put the CIA into this thing   unless they put themselves 
imes 5 t= ~ 
A. 

  

CIA, an exchange ensued - 

. 
IcClay: Don’t we have t 

. 4 if we're Gor rosie 
that they have? 

Chairman: We have to do 
it with all of them. . .We 
have not done it with any of | 
them yet because we have 
not been iin that 
position, .I think we have 
to ask them. We have to ask 
the Secret Service. We have 

§ to ask the FBL 
pony 

Russell: State Depart- 
ment may have something. 

Chairman: Yes, the State. a 

| Department. And J think we 
ought to ask the White | 
House direct if they have 
anything further that they |. 

might like to have us com- -.. ..- 
sider in connection with ~~ 

this. - . 

Russell: Would it be 
appropriate for us to seek to 

get such information as the ~ 

Dallas police, Texas state 

police, have or should we 

Jj get thatfrom the FBI? .- 

Russell’s questiqn_ went 

Gnanswered inasmuch as 

Sne‘commission had not yet . 
' resolved the Texas rivalry | 

problem. — . 

The | commissioners 

travels kept interfering 

with the group's work. 

Boggs said he had to catch 

a plane. McCloy announced 

that “I’m going to leave on - 

Sunday for London for a 

day. «J have to go over 

and make a speech. and 

come back the same day. 

It’s crazy*” But McCloy 

also had to catch a plane 

that same afternoon, 
Ce? 

Meeting of Dec. 16,1963 - 

On Dec 9, the commis- 

sion received a five-volume 

B report from the FBI —and 
the bureau again came 

under attack Volursinous 

as it was, the FBI report 

utterly failed to satisfy the 

commission on any number | 

of critical points. 
a 

fo Chairman: Wel}, gentle 
men, to be very frank a : 

pit, [have read the FBI re-; 
port two or three times and: 
I have not seen anything in> 
there yet that has not been : 

in the press... , . Bee 

Ford: I've had a terrible ; 
time trying to read some of - 
the notes of Oswald and I- 
think that, as a convenience ‘ 
tous, it would be very help- - 
“ful if it was typewritten up 
so that it would be very® 

readable. (This is a refer-. 
ence to Oswald's diary and - - 
his other writings.) Peo G 

Boggs: There’s nothing in 7 
there . 
Connally. 2 2 

Nei a 

Sen. John Skerman Coo-.’ 
per: And whether or not - 
they found any bullets in - 
him. --:> 02. +4 

. deer 
we 
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*~ NeCloy: This bullet busi-’* 
ness Jeaves me confused. =. 

~ Chairman: It’s totally ~: 

documents. 

inconclusive. - + 7: 

Russell: They couldn't . 
find where one bullet came ~ 
out that struck the presi- 
dent and yet they found a * 
bullet in the stretcher. .- 7 - 

NcCloy: I. think you’ 
ought to have the autopsy -- 

me Veet 

“we ought to have the medi- 

k 

be littleor nothing. . 3 

cal reports ..I had the 
feeling that, after studying 
this (FBI) report, unless we 
had the raw materials that 
went into the making of this 
report and had an oppor- 
tunity to examine those raw 
materials and make our. 
own appraisal, that any ap- 
praisal of this report would - 

about... Gov.7 

Chairman: By all means . 
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erussell, ever suspicious 

- of the intelligence agencies 

and uncannily prophetic, 

urged 
od 

- “~think one study should 

be made just 

standpoint of every one of 
from the 

these reports, if we are ever 

to reconcile all of this con- 

tradictory rumor, the rela- 

‘tionship of the Secret Serv- 

f ice and the FBI and the 

police department there, 

and’ thjnes. of that 

nature. e hope the com: . 

mission will agree to get 

some man who will look for - 

the weakness and possible 

contradictions, and study it 

solely from that standpoint.. 

Unless some man devoted 

bis. whole time on it wg 

* could shoye over a questio 

that could be raiscd hive or 

six years from now that 

would make us look as if 

t we'd been careless.” 

Even after reading the 

FBI report, the commission 

* showed itself to be totally 

confused about the events 

in Dallas as they related to 

the details of the actual 

assassination, where the 

bullets were fired from at 

President Kennedy, what 

were the angles and trajec~ 

tories of the fatal shots. 
€, = = 3 

BY THIS POINT, J. Lee 

Rankin was serving as 

general counsel and partici- * 

pating in the executive Ses- | 

McCloy: I think we ought , 

- to take a look at the 

grounds and somebody 

ought to do it and get the 

picture of this angle to sce 

if it is humanly possible for 

him to have been hit in the 

front from a shot fired from 

that window, Maybe it 

is. -Then Yierésthe ques 

tion, should we not inter- 

view Connally very quickly, 

and the widow? That's a 

very sensitive thing. I don't 

think you should ‘cross- 

examine her, but, after all, 

she was a witness right 

alongside of her husband 

when the bullet struck. 

Rankin: What are you 

going to do with the Presi- 

dent and Mrs. Johnson? 

They were there, too. 
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_Peacss They were no? in 
the same car. 

McCloy: I think some- : 

body ought to be interview-.~ 

ing Mrs. Kennedy pretty . 

quickly. . tee 
° e aw > 7 one 

The FBI's gercatest vul- 

nerability at that point was - 

the fact that it had failed to | 

inform the Secret Service 

ahead of time of Oswald’s 

presence in Dallas. He had 

returned to the Dallas area 

from Mexico on Oct. 4, 1963. 
testimony 

would show that the CIA - 

watched him in Mexico dur- - 

ing the seven days he spent ~ 

there applying for Cuban 

and Soviet visas; it claimed - vo 

later it even had photo- 

graphs showing him visiting . 

the two embassies. But, evi- 

dently, the CIA was not . 

{ talking to the FBI, and the-. 

8 FBI was not talking to the 

Secret Service or, for that 

matter, to the Dallas police. 

What the commission did 

not know when it studied 

the Dec. 9 FBI report was - 

that Oswald had written a 

threatening letter to the by 

“Feau's Dallas ficld .affice 

tyro woes before oie assay 
sination to discourage 

agents from additional 

interviews with his 

& Russian-born wife. FBI 

arents talked to Marina 

after Oswald's return from 

Mexico, but, inexplicably, =~ 

not tohim. <—_— 
: 

The last time the bureau 

had talked to Oswald was in 

August 1963 in New Or- 

leans, at his request, after 

being arrested for causing a" 

disturbance while distribut 

ing Icaflcts of the Fair Play 

for Cuba Committee The 

Warren Commission, in 

fact, never knew about Os. | 

wald’s threats to the FBI 

This was revealed only.in 

1975, when FBI Director 

Clarence Kelley admitted 

that Oswald had written 

such a letter nand-deliv 

Sred it to the FBI) and that 
| FBI arénts had destroyed 
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“19 retrospect, the-FEss 
inexplicable performance. 

was even worse than sus: 
pected at the time, now it- 

looms very suspicious in-: 

eed 6 ee Fete 

The-commission divided 

over whether to interview, 

Mrs. Kennedy op bit, Ten 

eo me ss,” ted 

McCloy: One thing I have. 

some doubt about is wheth 

er you're going to let such a; 

Jong time elapse, between 

the date of the assassina-, 

tion and the middie of Janw : 

ary, before you interview | 

the chief witness, Mrs: 

Kennedy I just think that: 

it’s going to look strange if. 

we don’t. I don’t know who. 

has interviewed her Maybe 

some people have, maybe 

they have not, but I think} 

we ought to satisfy our: 

selves that we interview. 

ber... °F © 82 Sea! 
ae vee. 7 on 

‘Boggs: I have talked to a 

’ friend of mine who told me 
abot riding to the scene of ». 
the tragedy, the hospital, 

and he told me what tran- 

spired in the hospital room, 

and the extent of the 

_ wounds. In fact, the presi-. 
dent was undoubtedly dead 

before he ever arrived at 

, the hospital. None of this. 

informall: 
— - 

appears in these reports. 

Nothing but the autopsy : =: 

McCloy: We have to get 

that fast from the one that 

was closest to him, within a 

foot of him, when the bullet 

struck, 2 yee oe? * - aS 

Russell: I wouldn't ike: 

for the whole commission to . 

do it (question Mrs. Kenne- - 

dy). If someone wanted to. 

interview her that’s differ- 

ent. I don't think she's the 

principal witness..-. >) <2 

Ford: That's what I was 

going to suggest. Someone | 

who knows her best and has . 

known her for a period 

time. It can be done most 
° . t 
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<<erairman: . 

Gentlemen. . When you re 

going to talk to someone 

like Mrs. Kennedy 1 think 

ve ought to know exactly 

what, we want to find out 

from her, exactly what we 

have to have from her. I 

just can't see that we“can 

proceed that way with her 

+ because it doesn't seem an 

honorable way. 

McCloy: 1 think a month 

is going to 0 by before 

you're in that position, an 

iesqserrno 
eee 

Frnink iat is dangersas—— 

Chairman: Do you think 

she'll forget. Jack? 

McCloy: Yes your mind 

-plays tricks with you. She's 

got it very definitely in 

mind now, and I'm told that 

she's physically in a pos? 

tion where she can do it, but 

I don’t have that at first 

-fpand, She may not be the 

chief witness as to who did 

the job She's the chief wit 

ness as to pow Taose bullets 

hit her husband She saw 

both of them This is 

looming up as the most com 

fusing thing that we've got 

Chairman. I wonder if 

the report we get from the 

Secret Service wouldn't 

pretty much clear that up 

If it doesn’t, geod Lord, . 

what can they report to us 

on that wil! help us They 

were there, right at the car. 

and know exactly what bap 

pened. . (a , 

& Boggs: Well, this FBI re- 
port doesn’t clear it up 

Chairman: It doesn’t do — 

anything. 

Bozes: It raises.a lot of 

new questions in my mind. 

Mectire of Jan. 21, 64 
Se 

ewer ten iti woth Ei mt Lette ea Re 

The commission was - - 

Toced with the dikwwne—of 

whether to spced up the 

publication of the report be- 

cause of the campaign year 

or hold it back ending the 

ovtcome of Jack Ruby's ~ 

trial Americans were 

never informed about this 

consideration at the time — 

Nor were they told that 

Warren set a secret target 

date to complete the investi- 

gation, if possible, before 

he Democratic and Repub- 

ican conventions. . 

After discussing Oswald's 

financial status (and the 

fact the State Department 

had loaned Oswald the 

necessary funds to return to 

the United States with his 

wife in 1962 and that Oswald. 

had since repaid the loan), om 

and listening to Allen. 

Dulles’ suggestion that a 

study of past assassinations 

may provide clues for the 

mative in the Kennedy kilt 

ing, Warren raised the | 

fundamental question of 

when the commission's re- 

port could be completed. 

a — >= 
: 

Chairman: : . 

Gentlemen. .It is not too 

early for us to start think- 

ing about when we antici- 

pate quitting. T think if this 

should go along too far and 

pet into the middle of a 

campaign year that it would 

Be very bad for the country © 

to have this thing discussed 

_at that particular time. On 

the other hand, if we were 

ready today we couldn’t put 

the report out because of 

the Ruby situation, and how a 

Jong that will take, of June, 

_ as a target date to finish. 

this thing tp and have our 

report eady and filed. . . , 
se - 

Russell: I see no objec- © 

tion to a tentative date. I 

wouldn't want to be bound 

too tightly by it because you 

never know where we will 

be with respect to it. . . - 

Ford: That may be 

pushing it a bit, but I think 

jt is epod to have a gush.» ” 

Chairmen. Seme Pe7sy 
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Again, the commission eatsging the, comissis self in a canthect     

bh Texns. The Dailas dis- #. 
trict attorney and Ruby 
lawyers, as Warren put it, 
“demanded that we give 
them ocverything = we 
have. . “they wreie a jury 
areument to support it.’’ 
‘then, as it tarned out, the 
FRI was port of this prob- 
lem, too. . 

enim? “ 

Cheirman: The trouble is 
we are in alitde rind ihere 
beeanse the FLT has writ- 
ten te tagse peopie and has 
said ow, We are perfsct- 

“dy willing for vou it haye 
anythiag that the commis- 
sion says yuu mi¢ht have” 

That is what you misht 
exp.-ct, Uiey are passing che 
duck. . 

  

The commission voted to 
odvise the ‘Texas lawyers it 
.coun! mot comply with the 
request, but Warren said 
what a ictor 2'su had io be 

j sent tc Fi Director Hooyr- 
er, wang "has put us ma 
vind.” ‘he commissicn 
apsarenily saw it as anoth- 
er FBI atempt to dissemi- 
nate its conclusions. Warren 

    

    

  
put it strongly ia his leter to : 
Hoover: g=na—e or 

“The cammission bas au- 
thorized ime to advise you | 
and other Icderal agencies 
that it will not respond 
faverabiy to such requests 
and that it will not urge you 
o1 thea to make deviation 
from your own judgment of 
what is required of your 
apency by law" -e————— 
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