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By Martin Waldron

New York Times News Service .
bp officials of the FBI —
Eably including former
ctor J. Edgar Hoover -

)
- Srdgred the destruction
if a letter in which Lee

“ Jarvey Oswald, gssassin of

President John F:Kennedy, _

onveyed ~violent  threals:
bout 10 days before he kill-
ed the president, according
0 a source familiar with
the méeting where this
ecidion was made.

| Thp source said that the

‘decision to destroy the let-

“Rer, fwhich . made threats

‘against the Dallas police,
‘was taken at a mecting of -
‘top FBI officials in Wash-

_ ‘ington on the weekend after

' Kennedy was murdered in
! Dallas on Friday, Nov. 22,

1963.
The FBI has always

;| maintained that it had no
on to believe that Os-.

was capable of vio-
and therefore had not
filed reports on him with
the Secret Service.

THE SOURCE said that
the decision to destroy the

. letter was made because of
| poteniial embarrassment to

the FBI and not to hinder
the investigation-of Presi-
dent Kennedy's death.

The existence and de- -

struction of the letter was
fifst reported two wecks
ako by The Dallas Times-
rald. : -
he letter's destruction

-~ was cited by Sen. Richard

S. Schweiker, R-Pa., as a
prime reason for his intro-
duction of a Senate resolu-
tion on Sept. §, direcling the
Senate Select Committec on
Intelligence Yo inquire into:

 Kennedy's murdcr as part

of its investigation of the

Bl and CIA. The rcsolu-
tion is pending.

Schweiker said in an
itterview last week that,
since he i

*"resolution,

AN

ceived information that
strengthened his belief that
17 still-secret reports from
the FBI and 23 from the
CIA to the Warren Commis-
sion might contain infor-
mation that the public
should have. .

THE ORDER to destroy
the letter was relayed to
Dallas, where the letter was
on file, by ong of Hoover’s
assistants, but the assistant
would never have ordered
the destruction of possible
evidence except on Hoov-
er's expressed order, the
source said.

Both Hoover and James
P. Hosty Jr., the FBI agent
who received the Oswald
Jetter, told the Warren
Commission that they had
no reason to belicve that
Oswald was capable of vio-
lence.

When he testified in April
1964 before the commission,
which investigated the
assassination and found
that Oswald was the lone
assassit, Hosg said:

*Prior to the assassina-
tion of the president of the
United States, I had no
information indicating vio-
lence on the part of Lee
Harvey Oswald. I wish the
record to so read.” -

Clarence M. Kelley. who
became FBI director in 1973

after Hoover's death, has -

said that there is evidence
that the letter was reccived
and destroyed.

THE FBI refused last
week to direct Hosty to
break his silence and dis-

cuss the destruction of the

Jotter, an action that has
prompled a growing de-
mand to reopen the investi-
gation of the assassination.
Hosty, now working in the
FBI office at Kansas City.
Mo., has refused to be

inl{é“zs?démkcsﬁén said

mi'my comment would be
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Early reports said t§at
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ment. But the source said
that the letter threatened
only the Dallas police, al-
though it also toid the FBI .
to stop trying lo interview
Oswald's wife, Marina. . *
SEVERAL days later,
Oswald hand-carried the -
letter to the FBI office in :
-downtown Dallas. The FBI -
office was about a quarter
of a mile from the Texas ™
Schoolbook Depository \— 2 ]
textbook warehouse} — I
where Oswald was worging ).
as a laborer. - A F z
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outline of the circum-’ . 4
Cances surrounding -the = Tbe Washington Post ——5 )
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- QOswald Leﬁgﬁééﬁa‘immn
_Is Blamed on FBI Officials:

By Martid Waldron
- . New Yock Times News Service
Top officials of the FBI —
_probably including former
Director J. Edgar Hoover
“." — ordered the destruction
.of a letter in which Lee

 Harvey Oswald, assassin of-

| President John F-Rennedy,

‘ . conveyed violent threats

" -1- about 10 days before he kill-

. ed the president, according

: to a source familiar with

-the meeting where this
decision was made.

The source said that the
decision to destroy the let-
ter, which made threats

. against the Dallas police,
!"bwas taken at a meeting of
i . top FBI officials in Wash-
' ington on the weekend-after
. Kennedy was murdered in
:"- Dallas on Friday, Nov. 22,
© L1963, -

The .FBI has always
; { maintained that it had no
| _reason to believe that ‘Os-
“wald was capable of vio-
: lence and thercfore had not
* filed reports on him with

- the Secret Service.

LTHE_ SOURCE said that

P

{the decision to destroy the
letter was made because of
tential embarrassment to
the FBI and not to hinder
. i . the investigation of Presi-
: dent Kennedy's death.
s The existence and de-
. struction of the letier was
! first reported two weeks

: ago by The Dallas Times-
-~ . . Herald.

-7 The_letter’s destruction
> was cited by Sen. Richard
. S. Schweiker, R-Pa., as a

prime reason for his intro-

duction of a Senate resolu-
~ tion on Sept. 8, directing the
. Senate Select Committce on

Intelligence to inquire into

Kennedy's Jmurder as part
- of its investigalion of the

PBI and CIA. The resolu-
< tion is pending.

Schweiker said in an
nterview last weck that,
ince he introduced his

ceived

information that
strengthened his belief that
17 still-secret reports from
the FBI and 23 from the
CIA to the Warren Commis-
sion might contain infor-
mation that -the public
should have. - =

TTHE ORDER to destroy
the letter was relayed to
Dallas, where the letter. was
on file, by one of Hoover’s
assistants, but the assistant
would never have ordered
the destruction of possible
evidence except on Hoov-
er's expressed order, the
source said. :

Both Hoover and James
P. Hosty Jr., the FBI agent
who received the Oswald
letter, told the Warren
Commission that they had
no reason to believe that
Oswald was capable of vio-
lence.

When he testified in April
1964 before the commission,
which investigated the
assassination and found

that Oswald was the lone .

assassin, Hosty said: -

“Prior to the assassina-
tion of the president of the
United States, 1 had no
information indicating vio-
lence on the part of Lee
Harvey Oswald. I wish the
record to so read.”

Clarence M. Kelley, who
became FBI director in 1973
after Hoover’s death, has
said that there is evidence
that the letter was received
and destroyed.

THE FBI refused last
week to direct Hosty to
break his silence and dis-
cuss the destruction of the
fetter, an action that has
prompted a growing de-
mand to reopen the investi-
gation of the assassination.
Hosty, now working in the
FBI office at Kansas City,
Mo., has rcfused to be
interviewed.

An FBI spokesman said
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*inappropriate™ at this
time, because an internal
FBI investigation of the’
incident was under way. =

The Oswald letter con- .-

_tained a threat to “blows ’

up” the Dallas Police De- ..

fartment. said the source’
amiliar with the meetin,

that ordered the destructio

of theletter. -~ ' .
Early reports said that. -

the letter threatened vio-

lence to the FBI office as ... ..

well as to the police depart-

ment. But the source said -
that the letter threatened
only the~Dallas police, al--*

thowgh it also told the FBI .

1o stop trying lo interview

_Oswald's wife, Marina. .-

SEVERAL days later, "
Oswald- hand-carried the .
letter to-the FBI office in,
downtown Dallas. The FBI-
office was about a quarter.
of a mile from the Texas®
Schoolbook Depository — @
textbook warehouse —-
where Oswald was workin,
as a laborer. - L.

In presenting the basid
outline of the circum[
stances surrounding the.
letter, the source said that
when the letter was given a
file and item number in
November 1963 it became
an official document and
that destruction of it might
have violated federal law.

SHORTLY AFTER the
assassination, the FBI's.
Dallas office notified its -
headt}uaners in Washing-,
ton of the existence of the
lctter. The meeting to dis-

cuss what to do about’tiie
Jetter ensued. -
Some time later,

. sent out-letters of censu

to 17 agents and FBI offi-
cials because of the inci- .
dent, and Hosty was sus-~°
pended without pay for 30
days and transferred to his *
present post in Kansas City.*
The source said that./c
Hoover *“was madder than
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