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_Staft Writer -* <- : 

FBI approached Jack Ruby on 
several occasions fn 1959 to try ‘to ~ 
recruit him as an informant, but he * 
roved to be of no value to the bureau,” s 
an’.F Br’, “ spokesman /° confirmed 

/ Thireday. «eee 

* Theodore L.°‘*Ted” Ginderson: spe = 
jal agent-in-charge of the Dallas FBI .: 

office; said bureau files’ showed Ruby | 
- Was contacted March 11, 1939 “because . 

he was in a position in his business to . 
know a jut about what. was going on. *. “+ 

_ “He was totally unproductive and - 
" was never developed ‘to - ‘fhe stage” 

where he.was an informant,” Gundere®: 
- gon said, “but we did approach J dim 
“with that ia mind.” * 

tag? 

* agents who contacted Ruby. TL 
: *-* Agents repirted eight other” conver-.” 
: fations °s with | _ Pubs by, during the” next | 
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Sane, 

:on the Dallas nightclub. owner: was : 
vy “Closed Oct, 2, 1568. : bth 2° 

“ie, “Outside of.a few gripes concern” 

     

  

      

   

   

* stalking to Ruby wasn’t even worth the” 
s+ Sear fare. I think'he could have helped > 

. {us:with information . about * gambling 
" éprostitution and narcotics, but he sure 
“sdidn't. He had little besides Jack :Ruby. 

s ions ming. wes OeEUE 

y.t°Pat Gannaway. in charge ‘of vice, 
‘narcotics and intelligence divisions for °. 
~ the Dallas ‘Police Department “(DPD), 
“at that time, said be felt sure. Ruby : 

> spever gave any information to anybody 

“ob 0EC! i 1 1915 shy   

Proved to ‘be of no ‘Value“as informant © 

FBI ‘contacts’: with: 

     

wots 

; eel pag 
- sevea months.- Gunderson said the file < 

ee 
, An ex-agent familiar with the ease” fo 
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: four years ago. "He ‘said ie intelligenc» % “yf 
4. agents on.the DPD. would not have had 
*. to do any- recruiting of the. talkative,“ 

_ Ruby. “All they ‘would have had fo ao 
was walk in the front door.” . © **. ae" 

. ¥ The controversy about, the FBLiaby. 
‘+ Jink surfaced again this weck ‘gs Mark | 

Lane, . the crusader-lawyer ™ who ° is! 
[erhaps the best known of the Kermedy ,_ 
assassination +- conspiracy theorists, ” 

talked about ~ the” situation * with 
dnewsmen, 0? !450° 

“Lane, who ‘now represents a “Jobby 
group called - Citizens Commission of”. 

* Inquiry, based in Washington, called a | 
press conference, then canceled it, then 

+s told -reporters what he . originally -- -.. 
. intended to {alk about in the - press 

conference. 2 3 — 
" He gold? as Knight -Neus? ‘Wire . 
reporter he intended to turn over & 

Actter "from -longtime FBI. chief J. 
Edzar Hopver, y 

” constitutional . rights of the? judiciary.S2 

“ fnstead ‘of presenting the ‘letter atsams 

4.’ press conference. . eS aa oe ta 

Bee That letter, written June"'9, 190877 - 

. «was "not ‘mentioned . ia_ the. Warren. 

. [Commission Report on ‘the? Johiz 

-} Kennedy assassination, nor’ its a: 

volume set of exhibits. But ‘thas been’, 

avatieh’s in the’ National ‘Archiver’. 

= declassified since "1965... and” "several 

” a: yeporters have been aware of it.” 

-.* Lane's group apparently J 
“ered it this year, 

. Knight reporter. -~  - 
Hoover's iectter to the commission 3 
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(CJ Being investigated .- 
  

‘said Ruby was contacted because aot Te 

° “his “knowledze of the criminal’ elementt . 

: fa Dallas.” Originally.” “Hoover went ont a 

: _Raby rept a willingness ant 
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go. more “or" D he could,” “aca wei ein 
: Tonahill - added, “and that ‘woulda’ 

tarnish’ information” “but no - “results” eee hts, 

were ever obtained ‘and after several | * , Surprise me a BIL” erin be Ruby was later ‘convicted of ‘murder a5 

imore meetings with him, ts “207 “Ruby” rose from obscurity toward - _ $a an “emotiomtilied Dallas courtroom, 7 

vp on the contact 7 and closed the coe “fnfamy Nov.’ 24,1963 when’ he slipped *“, but the conviction was overturned wi 

Ay That the Warren Commission failed” -into the City Hall basement and shot” - the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 

foe ir a ee eee’ * anyw! re, is, to proof ol fe 

! fraud, deception and repression” hej." “ " and refused to grant a change of venue’ 
- motion though the court deemed there 

. " j claims government agencies shave .en- % 
es “gaged i in since the assassination, ~-*~*27% was too much prejudicial publicly | in” 

on Lane said Rep. Edwards told him . Dallas to hold a fair trial bere. - 

. the planned to ask FBI Director. 
° : - Clarence Kelley for the “302s” on the 

uo * case. (A “302"in bureau parlance -is a 
s detalied report of an FBI interview), oy 33 . 

«4. @& The Dallas FBI office -relused “woe 
- release the 302s to The Times Herald, 
‘ explaining that release of such secret f 

ae : reports was against policy. . .<-..°—~- 

caf, E- -Joe Tonahill of Jasper, Tex.. one of 

¢ Ruby's lawyers when Ruby was con, : 
= victed of “ murdering Lee Harvey: - 
Oswald here, Said, he had never been? 2: 

* "= told the FBI had contacted his former, - 
1 client, but said he was not surprised, .-* 

ty “You know’ how Jack, tried - to; 

5 Ingratiate himself .with. all “the of” 

x cers,” Tonahill said, “and you mow he= 

{would do the same thing with the FBL - 

“4 if be thought he could. . . set 

bo “He may have, blown’ some: smoke ¢ 
de - “think he could 7 seat oe oy 
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-.. 2 im Parklaad Hospital in January 1967. + 
. .: + In the months before his death, and 

: ; even as far back as when Chief Justice‘ 

' ‘ 
‘ 
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Eas] Warren interviewed Ruby in “his. -. 

    

vast “conspiracies” in the case. But: 
the conspiricies Ruby envisioned . 

. always centered around delusions shat- 
we . he’ or ‘his family would . rber slain 

* ? because he was Jewish, <. ge SE 

elu - Lane and ‘scores of other assassina 
"oa bulls who have spest a large! 

Cotas . ‘portion of the past dozen years® 
aan investigating or theorizing about the,. 

: _ assassination and its myriad ramifica-> 

      

   
   

    

   

  

    

    

  

   

  

    

    

eget Bien the. man’ * hooked a the 

> ‘president, it seems unlikely’; too matich : 

& new excitement can be generated from. . 

. the sudden disclosure of a" Soca: ae 
ram ita 

” scrutiny for a decade. ee . ms on 

  

 


