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On Feb, 4. 1964, ten wecks
_after President Kennedy's
_ assassination, Lt Col. Yuri
" Jvanovich Nosenko of the
KGDB (Sevict stale sccurity)

States in Geneva, lle said,
amons other things, that he
had handled the file on Lee
Harvey Oswald since the ex-
. % Marines arrival in MO;OO\V
in 1958. . R
Brouzht to the United
Siates by the Central Intel-
lizence Ageney, Nosenko
I was turned over to the FBI
_on Feb. 26, 1964, for sev- .
‘eral days of interiogation
about Oswald, who the War-
ren Commission said acted
alone in assassinating Ken-
nedy in Dallas on Nov, 22,
1963. The interrogation re-
port—part of the Warrea'®
Commission’s secret file,’
but never cited in testi-
mony or in conclusions—has
heen declassified. This ac-
count is taken from ,hosen-
ko's interrogation. . ... .
Nosenko painted a picture
of Soviet sccurity officers
s0 Jeery of Oswald, who
they considered mentally
L ‘ " unstable and possibly a
e L “slecper” American agent,
that they tried to get him
out of the country and veto-
-ed his return when he ap-
plied in Mexico City in Sep-
- tember, 1963.
The security officer sald
that an inspection of the
Sovieis’ file after the Dal-
T ‘Jas mpirder started a Krem-
lin f13p that reached as high
Lo as Prpmier Nikita S. Khrush- -
B S chev {when a notation was
. found indicating that a KGB
- _officer in Minsk, jn violation
- -of instructions, might have
T tried to recruit Oswald be-
: - {ore his return Io the Umled
-States.
According to Nosenko it
-was with A-
°fi Rt it
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defected 1o the United ™™
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norant of the imphcations.

Nosenka's effer to testify
in secret.before the Warren
Commission was deoclined.
John McCone, then director
of the CIA, told this re- .
porter that his counterintel- ..
hzence  officers susneeted
Nosenko mizhi be a plant4o
" exoncraje the Soviets of

_a conspiracy.

When McCone appeared
before the Warren Commis-
sion with his deputy, Rich-
“ard Helms, in June, 1964,
they said that there was “no
evidence™ of a Soviel con-
splrac)' in Kennedy's assassi-
nation. But they did not say
they mizht have evidence o
the contrary. - .

Rep. Gerald R. Ford. a .
member of the Warren Com-.
emireinzasked, “lg the C
<tral Votelligence Azeuw

conlinuing any inveshgation
into this area?”- g

McCone replied, “No, be- @
cause at the present time we ! -
have no information in our
files that we have not ex- i
haustively investigated and i
disposed of to our sau:faa H
hon.

Today, McCone nys “that ;
Noscnko's bona fides *“sub-
sequently  were ' proven”
and that it is today the pos-
ition of the CIA that the in-
formation given by No-}
senko was correct.” Within} |
the agency, it is understood,’
that is still 2 sub:ect of duv-

.pute.”

\Whether the X\o<enko
port would have affected ,
the conclusions of the War-=
ren Commission is hard to
judge. Some former
membcrs said the concle-,

sjon that lhere was “no evi-’

ence” a sconspiracy.
«.might have been morl
strongly worded. -

. Not only 'did~ Nosenko
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The account contained in Legol Coun. '
three interrogzations of No-  Telephone Rm. _—
senko by the FBI can be
‘summarized as follows:
As deputy chicf of a KGB |
counterintelligence  section
dealing with Amcerican and
British tourists, Nosenko re-
ceived a report from an lo-
tourist guide. after Oswald’s
arrival in Moscow, saying °
- Oswald wanted to stay per-
mancently and become a So
viet citizen.

Dueclot Sec’y ..

W\’ "

Deciding that Oswald was . . € W
“of no inlerest to the KGB™ = e o’
and “somewhat abnormal,” ? .. ,Z:‘, ,}J ~
Nosepko had the Intourist LS ‘

guide advise Oswald that he
.wuuld have to lcave when
his tourist visa expired.

- Affer slashing his wrist in ,( | VR
a Mescow hotzl, Oswald was l\ i

c

taken to a hospital, uhere
an evaluation of “mcntal
shbml) was mad_g_l_)‘c_z_le
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Oswald’s {eat to try sul-
- cide azain if he had to lcave
- the country, the KGB ad- ]
Yt vised his expulsion, but later
Jearned that some other ay-
thority—the foreign minis-
" try or the Red Cross—per-
mutted him to stay in the So-
viet Union and sent Imn to
Minsk, ‘

The KGB'’s file on Osvrald
‘was transferred 1o Mlinsk
with a cover lelter contain-~
‘Ing  instructions that the
KGB there “take no aclion
.. ~ concerning Oswald except to
‘passively’ observe his activi-
tics to make sure he was not
a United States intellizence
agent temporarily dormant.”

The next time Nosenko
heard of Oswald was in Sep-
tember, 1963, when Oswald

o

‘the Soviet embassy in Mex-
. jeo City. An exchange of me-
mos between the foreign in-
telligence and domestic in-
“{ellizence directorates of
the KGB resulted in a deci-
sion that Oswald *“nol be
granted permission to re-
. turn to the Soviet Union.”
Twa hours after Kenne-
rT-m<assination, SNOSCTRD
was called into a KGB office,
and asked about Oswald. He
telephoned Minsk for a sum-
mary of Oswald's file. The
summary contained a nota-
tion that the KGE in Minsk
bad tried to “influence Os-
wald in the rizht direction”
That stitred further inves-
tigation, and the entire file
w3as flown to Moscow by mil-
itary plane. Viadimir Semi- 1
chastny, chairman of the
KGB, was obliged to report
1o the party central commit-

The investigation econ- |~
- cluded that the KGB "had.";

to utilize bim in any man- } .
- ner.” The entry about trying :
to “infiveiice Oswald™ was -
attributed 10 the KGB ia‘ .
Minsk, “unaware of the in-,
ternational significance of
Oswald's activities , . . re- .
porting their endeavors to
influence Oswald as a self- .
serving effort to impress lhe
KGB center.”
Noscnko sald “the stald
~ affair was a source of great -

applicd for arecniry visaat | © o - T

tee and to Khrushchev, - 4 - -

. no personal contact with Os- - ey
wald and had not attempted < . .

tomceTii fur KGB headaavrs -~ '_ .
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awsembied and resords wese
reviewed “to make certain
that the KGB had not utl

lized Oswald as an agent." \ *°.
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- . States in Geneva, He said,

“ " among other things, that he .
had handled the file on Lee -
Harvey Oswald since the ex.
marine’s arrival in Moscow
in 1958,

Brought to the United

: States by the Central Intel-
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: eral days of interrogation
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1963. e interrogation re-
port—p. of the Warreg

-~ Commistion’s seeret file,

but never cited ig U -
mony or in conclusion ’
been declassified. This o .
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ko's interrogzation.

Nosenko painted a picture .
of Soviet sccurity officers
so leery of Oswald, who
they considered mentally
unstable
“sleeper”™ " American agent,.
that they tried to get him
‘out of the country and veto-
ed his return when he ap-

el plied in Mexico City in Sep-.

o tember, 1963, .

o b The security officer said

that an inspeetion of the -

Soviets' file after the Dal-
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chev when » tatiop was
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officer j L_ﬁnsk,in_vi ation .
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Nosenko’s offer to testlfy - :
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Commission was declined, -
John McCone, then director o
‘of the CIA, told this re.
porter that his counterintel -
ligence officers suspecied -
Nosenko might be a plant to -
exonerate the Soviets of
feonspiracy. :
When McCone appeared -
before the Warren Commi
pion with his deputy, Rie
ard Helms, in June, 1964
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they sald that there was*no ~~ .
evidence™ of a Soviet con- -
spiracy in Kennedy’s assassi-
nation. But they did not say
they might have evidence to
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Rep. Gerald R. Ford, a
menmber of the Warren Com- . -
mission, asked, *Is the Cen- - ;. . .
tral Intelligence Agency .
continuing any invesugatmq
into this area?” .

icCone replied, *No, be-
capse at the present time
haye no information.in © ] ‘ ‘
filys that we have not o LT . .
haustively investigated anf - - Lo e
disposed of to our sa .
tion.” [] . -
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