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] Hoover Memo Raises * |\
~ New Wrinkle on.Oswald °

L By Ben A. Franklin " ined tnaisassination.of President Jhtt Fo
e New York Times Kews Service 0

Kennedy and determined that Os- - -
J.Edgar Hoover in 1960 sent a ~wald, acting alone, was the assassim. -~~~ " 7.
memorandum to the State Depart-

~ment raising the possibility that an
impostor might be using the creden-
gials of an American defector named

Lee Harvey Oswald, who was th‘en in’

the Soviet Union. .

Ji‘his memo from the director of the
Feleral Bureau of Investigation and
tw F subsequent State Department
mémos related to it were apparently

not shown to key investigators of the .
\\'ar'ren Commission, which exam-"

The late Hoover's warning of the
*possibility’* that an impostor could

- be using Oswald’s identification data

in the Soviet Urion or elsewhere came PR C . oy |
” -~
éz’( - /ﬂ /ff £ A”/ :

more than two years before the mur-

der of the American president in
. Dallas on Nov. 22, 19€3. The impostor

theory was rejected, by implication

‘but not directly, in the published
port of the Warren Commission, gnd
it's significance could not jbe’
determined. . - 0 e
© See OSWALD,'A-S

e e e e e
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' said they

“.Hdover mem

" fact, sce that

0y .
Sentinued From A1

: ) BODY of the
e commissign

an

death by Jack Ruby two
-days laler—was identified
.- by his ‘mother and other

fe -
cluded had shot the presi- .
dent—and who was shot to

+ . others on the staff concern. |

.relatives and also by finger- :

., prints and other physical

features as that of Lee Har-

" vey Oswald, .
* ~ But the apparent with.

holding of information from
ctommission investigators
responsible for checking
Oswald's activities in for-
" eign countries supported a
theory of some critics of the

- —— .-

commission’s final report - -

that the panel had come to -~
its conclusion regarding Os- -
wald without having had all

the facts. -
A spokesman for the FBI
said, in response to qu
tidhs, that “we can defini
‘ly [tate, without hesitatiog,
thit a' copy.of the Hoov
m3mo was shown to a merd-
ber of the Warren Commis-
sion stafl in the presence of
~an FBI agent.” However,
. the spokesman said that he
-could ot identify the

. 7=, commission staff member

to whom the memo report-
edly had been shown. Nej.
ther J. Leé Rankin, the for-

" mer general counsel of the

commission, nor any of his
former staff aides who were
most involved in investigat-
ing Oswald’s background,
d they could remember
seeing it TR
- Howerer, Howard P. Wil

ns, now a private lawyer -

here; identified himself in

an interview yesterday as

the commission lawyer who
had reviewed the FBI file,
Willens, who was then the
commission’s special liai-
son officer to the Justice
Department, said that-
“while I do not think that -
anyone ¢an state now with
e necessary pragisio!
wiether or not he saw th
. it is my bes
llection fhat I did, i ;
emo.”

re

3/'-*{'?0..”07 WANT to be
o ‘ebate with my o

q . -5 Willens sai
\ 21 know that there wa
discission of thig amon

ed with the activities of

wald abroad. 1 Py
ed with continyed publiec
references to the notion that

the commission overlooked ;
. R

Sobvious facts,
Shown the
an

the two State Depart.
m

t documents— discdv-
ercl In the National re-
chites here by 2 privije
Fesearcher— "W. pavid

- Slayson, a lawyer who
chefked out rumors about
Osyald for the commission
in 664, said he thought the
assassination inquiry should
be reopened.

- Slawson, who is now a law

.- professor at the University
of Southera California, said

. he and other investigators

* had never been shown the
memos.

“We were the rumor
runner-downers, and we
certainly should have seen

. this material, as we did a
great deal of other stuff that
we showed to be unfound-
-ed,” he said.

- *“It may be more signifi-

. €ant that we did not see it, in
ternds of a possible cover-up
and fhe.reasons for it, than
if wethad seen it. | mean, I
don’d know where the
impostor notiorf would have

‘led us — perhaps nowhere,
like a lot of other leads. But
the point is we didn’t know
about it. And why not?*"

SLAWSON SAID in an

" interview that the investi-

gation should be reopened
also “'because the interposi-
tion of an impostor, if that

- happened, is a political
act.” :

*And after all, this (the
assassination) was not just
another murder,” he said.
*It was, by definition, a po-

- litical murder.” .

Two other commission
stafl members shared with
Slawson the responsibility
for checking out rumors.
Neither recalled specifical-

. ly having seen the memos,

but they tended to discount

any thought of a renew

-investigation. *
OAe of them, Dr. Alfred

© Goldperg, who wrote the,

ossip-puncturing *‘specu-
ations and rumors” section
of the commission’s report,
said in an interview: '

f et cgp A = e e

am concern- .-

FB! memo‘s"’

“] don’t have any recol-
lection of having seen that
oover) memorandum. As
matter of fact, I am fairly
ctrtainldidn't, .. -

“WHILE I THINK we
might have done more had
we scen it — we might have
engaged in more research, -
we might have looked for
more, we might have asked
for more from the State De-
partment and the FBI - in
terms of the outcome, I
don't believe it would have
made any difference.”

William T. Coleman Jr.,
who was Slawson’s immedi-
ate superior at the commis-
sion, and who was nominat.
ed last month by President
Ford to be secretary of .
transportation, was asked
during an interview~wheth-
er he had seen the memos.

“It’s been 10 years,” he
said, *and I don’t remem-
ber one way or the other,”

He recalled, however,
that his duties “required me
to see everything that Os-
wald had done as a defector
to the Soviet Union.*

Hoover's memo was-
dated June 3, 1960. Its con- °
tents suggest that the FBI
director raised the possibil. -
ity of an imposter because
of certain facts the memo
recounts., . .

IT CITED A Foreign
Service dispatch concerning
Oswald's declaration in
Moscow on Oct. 31, 1959, that
he would renounce his citi-
zenship and noted that

turned to her undelivered.

Hoover concluded: .- .

“Since there is a possibili

that an imposter is usifg = -
Oswald's birth certificatg, e

any current information
Department of State ma

have concerning subject

will be appreciated.”

Two internal State De- ;-

partment memos transmit. -
ted Hoover's warning. One,» ¢
dated June 10, 1960, went to -
the department's Soviet -
desk. The other, dated -
March 31, 1961, was sent

from one section of the"i B
-passport office to another. - -1 -

THE LATTER MEMO .’
indicated concern that a re-
validated passport to be Is-.

sued to Oswald in prepara- -~

United States in June, 1%
not be mailed to hi
through the Soviet postal.
system but be delivered

him *“only on a personal -~

heelwey L.

-tion for his retujn to the =7

basis” at the embassy in R BRI

Moscow. Officials there

could then be satisfied that -~
were dealing with the ;-

the r
real Oswald. .
‘The Warren Commission

subsequently developed that

in July, 1961, Oswald’s pass- .
port was handed back to the :
man who Moscow embassy
officals were satisfied was

the same Oswald they had : -

first met in 1359, when he .
angrily announced his
intention to_renounce His .’
citizenship. The State <
partment had ruled by the¢n -
that he had not actuafly .
given up his citizenship. .

had surrendered his .-

passport. -
It also cited a report of

FBI agent in Dallas of May *

12, 1960, which said that Os- ’
wald's mother, Marguerite °
K. Oswald, *'stated subject *
had taken his birth certifi-
cate with him when he left
home.” - e

The agent’s report indi- .

cated that Mrs. Oswald was
apprehensive about r

son's safety becauseshead = "

written him three letthrs -
and they had all been :

.



. Did Impostor Use ID? ;

£

% “By.Ben A. Franklin
Néw York Times News Service

! J.Edgar Hoover in ‘1950 sent a
-} memorandum to the State Depart-
o -1 ment raising the possibility that an
imrostor might be using the creden-
tials of an American defector named
Lee Harvey Oswald, who was then in
the Soviet Union. . . .. .
_ This memo from the director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and
two-"subsequent State Department

not shown tg key investigators of the
War?E'n'_Cé%nmn’;sion.‘ which exam-
ined the assassination of President
Kennedy and determined that Os-
wald, acting alone, was the assassin.
| The late Hoover's warning of the
“possibility” that an impostor could

in the Soviet Union or elsewhere came
more than two years before the mur- °
der of the American president in
Dallas on Nov. 22, 1563. The impostor
theory was rejected, by implication
but not directly, in the published re-
port of the Warren Commission, and .
-1t's  significance could not be
. N gl N LS

. d_etil‘:rrmw" _ O

-~ THE BODY of the man. . .

who the commission con- -
€luded had shot the presi-
dent—and who was shot to
death by Jack Ruby two
days later—was identified ...
by his mother and other -
relatives and also by finger-.
prints and other : physical
features as that of Lee Har.
.veyOswald. - - -~ .
- .. But ‘the apparent with-
., holding of information from
. - comnmission investigators
".yesponsible for checking

Oswald's activities in for-
.eign countries Supported a
« . theory of some critics of the
commission’s final rgport
“that the panel had come to -
. its conclusion regarding Os. -
wald without havipg had all

the f.at_:ts. ; s

memos related to it were apparently °

be using Oswald's identification data _ '

...”

. discussion of this among

" wald abroad. I am concern-

- could not identify” the

‘commission’s special lini-

"V “IDONOT WANT tobein -
" a public debate with my old .
- colleagues,” Willens . said, -

. Hoover Memo Raises - ;
..New Wrinkle on Oswald .
i A

“A spokesman for the EBI
'saﬁf!;:‘r;cspons 16 ques-
tions, thot “‘we can definite-
Iy state, without hesitation, .
- that a copy of the Hoover
memo was shown to a mem.-
ber of the Warren Commis-
sion staff in the presence of
an FBI agent.” However,
the spokesman said that he

commission staff member
to whom the memo report-
edly had been shown. Nej-
ther J. Lee Rankin, the for-
mer general_eounsel of the’
commission, nor any of his
former staff aides who were
most involved in investigat-
ing Oswald's background,
said they could remember
seeing it * ’ ’
However, Howard P. Wil..
lens. now 2 private lawyer
kere, identified himsell in

an interview yesterday as , . -

the commission lawyer who | .
had reviewed the FBI file,
Willens, who was then the .

son officer to the Justice
Cepartment, said that
*while 1 do not think that
anyone can state now with :
‘the necessary precision
whether or not he saw the
Hoover memo, it is my best :
recollection that I did, in-
fact, see that memo.” ...

*but I know that there was

-others on the staff concerne -
ed with the activitics of Os-

ed with continued public
references 1o the rotion that -
the comfmission overlooked -
obvious facts.* e o> f

Siown—the FBI memos
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"ihad never
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chives here by a private Director Sec"
researcher— W. David: B B2 2
‘Slawson, a lawyer . who'
checked out rumors about'
Oswald for the commission
in 1964, said he thought the
. assassination inquiry should
-be reopened. . - vp
" Slawson, who isnow a law
"professor at the University-
-of Southern California, said,
he and other investigators
_been shown the
LMemos, © © Cnoon U syl
. “We were the rumor, .
‘runner-downers, and we.
certainly should have seen’ -
this material, as we did a
great deal of ollier stuff that -
wg,,sbo_wg to be unfound-

.ed,”" hesaid, ’
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- terms of-a’possible cover-up
and the reasons for it, than

- if we had seen it. I mean, I
. don't know where the
- impostor notion would have
_led us — perhaps nowhere,
like a lot of other leads, But

*:. .- the point is we didn’t know
- abgut it.-And why not?" - )

. LAWSON SAID in an

R ‘inferview that the investi-
. : gation should be reopened
: also “becaus= the interposi-

happened, is a political
act.” .,
. *And after all, this (the
assassination) was not just
.. another murder,” he said.
. 21t was, by definition, a po-
. litical murder.”. . -
! Two other commission
stafl members shared with
Slawson the responsibility
for checking out rumors.
Neither recalled specifical-
ly having seen the memos,
but they tended to discount
. any thought of a renewed
investigation.

One of them, Dr. Alfred
Goldberg, who wrote the
gossip-puncturing *“specu-
lations;and rumors" section
of the tommission’s report,

_said if an interview: ‘
- .*1 gon't have any recol-
i~ .lectioll of having seen that
. o . +(Hoover) memorandum. As

- @ matter of fact, I am fairly
j . certainldida't. .,

L “WHILE 1 THINK we
might have done more had
we seen it — we might have

.engaged in more research,
we might have looked for
more, we might have asked
‘for-more from the State De-

} partment and the FBI - in

“terms of the outcome, I

‘made any difference,*

“It may be more signifi-
cHnTinaTwe did Kovsee L, in

F@rd‘_' fo _be sege_;g_r_v_: of

‘tion of an impostor, if that

don’t believe it would-have

. . William T. Coleman Ir.,~

.. who was Slawson’s immedi- -
. ate superior at the commis- -
- ~Sion, and who was nominat- . - -

«d last month by President - _Passpstiilice to anotber,
Pt Sulhads

transportation, was asked
during an interview wheth-
er he had seen the memos.
“It’s been 10 years,” he
said, ““and I don't remem-

" ber one way or the other.”
"~ He recalled, however,"
" that his duties “required me

to see everything that Os-

wald had done as a defector -

. to the Soviet Union.*
Hoover's memo was
dpted Juhe 3, 1860. Its con-

}ténts suggest that the FBI

rector raised the possibil-
ity of an imposter because
of certain facts the. memo
recounts. - e

- IT CITED A Foreign
Service dispatch concerning
Oswald's declaration in
Moscow on Oct, 31, 1959, that

he would renounce his citi- .

“zenship and noted that he
had surrendered bhi
passport. .

It also cited a report of an
FBI agent in Dallas of May
12, 1960, which said that Os-
wald's mother, Marguerite
K. Oswald, “stated subject
had taken his birth certifi-
cate with him when he Jeft
home.” . :

The agent's report indi-
cated that Mrs, Oswald was
apprehensive about her
son's safety because she had

" writlen him three letters

andthey had all been re-
turned to her undelivered.
Hoover concluded
*Since there is a possibility
that an imposter is using

Oswald’s birth certificate,” -

any current information the
Department of State may
have concerning subject
will be appreciated.”

Two internal State De-
partment memos transmit.

ted Hoover's warning. One,- . -
dated June 10, 1360, went to’

the department's Soviet
desk. The other, dated
March 31, 1961, was sent
from one section of _the

L4 N

THE-LRATTER MEM
indicated concem'hﬁblgfr’g
.validated passport to be is.-
sued to Oswald in prepara-,
tion for his return to the
. United States in June, 1962, -
.not be mailed ‘to him
. through the Soviet postal :
system but be delivered to*
him “only on a personal .
basis™ at the embassy in o
Moscow. Officials tgere' .
could then be satisfied that }
- l.he¥ were dealing with the -
real Oswald.
The Warren Commission

subsequently developed that ~ '

- in July, 1961, Oswald’s pass-
port was handed back to the
man who Moscow embassy -
officals\were satisfied was"
the sante Oswald they had’
first met in 1953, when he
angrily. -announced .his:
intention to_renounce -his:
citizenship. The State De-,

. partment had ruled by then’
that he had not actuall
given up his citizenship.™ .

None of these documents .
- not the Hoovér memd or:*
either of the State Dcpart-éi i
ment memos —- was in the®
department’s Oswald file ag
it was given to the Warren -

- Commission in 1364, accord-

. ingtoSlawson, .

He said .commission law-

" yers, interésted in any mar-.
ginal "notes .scribbled pn |

" duplicate cgpes of the docu-
ments retained by

- department officials, had

* asked for a second set. This, -

- %00, did not have the memos,

he said. .

- AFTER THE COMMIS.
-SION published its report, -
thousands of pages of
unpublished commission
records were declassified
. 'by the State Department
and placed on public file in-
the National Archives,
Among them J. G. Harris,
a 45-year-old New Yorker
‘wézo has Kshpentdnearly a dec-
ade jn Kennedy assassipa-
u‘&n-ﬂ?e;arcb.. ‘wam‘l{lhe

S e

K

DA ) e )
Hnaver and“State Pe'wfg
ment MemogMe 2a o' .3
&~ How the méemos came 107
¢ be missing from the State -
«Department's Oswald file:*
. given to the commission but .

- ‘included in same- file}
iplaced In the ‘Archives.ye.)
1 mains unclear. | sy Ty
© At the State Department, §

‘a2’ spokesman” said - there
.Would be no comment be-:!
cause all former- officials
‘who might have knowledge .
,Of the Oswald file had died*;

e L e
or retired., .y ) :p:. ]




