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Efgar Hoover sent a memoran-
dum to the State Department in
1960 raising the possibility that
i ; . an imposter might be using the
. : - credentials of an American de-
fector named .Lee Harvey Os-
.wald, who was then in the So-

" Qviet Union. v oo oLl
" This memo from the director

.. ! of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
* tigation and two subsequent
Y Stfate Department memos relat.!
. ed to it were apparently not;
c . shown 1o investigators -of the

\

Warren Commission, which ex-
amined the assassination of
President Kennedy and deter-
v mined that Oswald, acting
X alone_wag the 255aSS{R—ym——y

! The late Mr. Hoover's warn.
ing of the “possibility” that an
-Jimposter could be wusing Os.
wald’s identification data, in
the Soviet Union or elsewhere,
came maore than two years be-,
fore the murder of the Ameri-;
can President in Dallas on Nov.i
22, 1963. The imposter theory,
was rejected, by implication:
but not directly, in the pub.
lished seport of ¢he Warren
Commission, and its signifi-
cance could not be determined.
The body of the man who the
commission concluded had. shot
the’ President—and who was
4shot to &eath by Jack Ruby two
days later—was identified by
his mother and other relatives
and also by fingerprints and
other physical features as that
of Lee Harvey Oswald. ’
But the apparent withholding
of information from the com-
mission supported a theory of|
some critics of the commis-
sion's final report that the pan-
el had come. to its conclusion
regarding Oswa-without hav-
Ing had 3! the facts.

A spofesman fof the F. B. L.
said, in Fesponse o questions,
that “wj can definitely state,’
without Jesitation, that a copy.

of the Hoover memo was shown

10 a8 member of the Warren,
Commission staff in the pres.-
enck of an F. B. 1. agent. How-!
ever, the spokesman said t.hatl

he ‘could not identify the com-.’
mission staff member to whom

the mema reportegly had been 1
L hewr. Neither »_Rankia, -
e T et o e
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B BENCI ]
‘the former general counscl of
B TLiSSion, nortarn: is
former stalf aides whe were
most involved in investigating
Oswald’s background
could remember seeing it
However, Howard P. Willens,
now a private lawyer here,
|himself in an interview today
as the commission lawyer who

hed reviewed the F.B.L file, Mr. . ..
Willens, who was then com-'- -+ -

:mission’s special liaison officer
‘to the Justice Department, said
today that “while I donot think
,that anyone can state now with
Ithe necessary precision whether
or not he saw .the Hoover
memo, it is my best recollection
that 1 did, in fact, sce that

memo.” - .,

“l do not wanf to be in a
public debate with my old col-
leagues,” Mr. Willens said, “but
1 know that tehere was discus-
sion of this among other on the
staff concerned with the activ-
itics of Oswald abroad. 1 am
concerned with continued public
refercnces to the notion that
the commisﬁipn overlooked ob-
vious facts. ‘i
“SUggests Reopening Inquiry

Shown the F.B.L memos and
the two State Department
documents — discovered in the
National Archives here by s
private resercher —W, David
Slawson, a lawyer who checked
out rumors about Oswald for

quiry should be reopened.
Mr. Swanson, who is now a

of Southern California, said he
ond other investigators had

“We were the cumor funncr-
dowrners, - and we certa»p‘l{,
should have seen this material,’
‘as we did a great dea] of other
stuff that we showed to be un-
founded,” he said. .

said they .

the commission dn 1964, said
he thought the assassination in- -

ST

never been shown the memos.] - ..

"Détaon Oswald Apparertly With
: 'FchyWarr@anéstigaﬁbh
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law professor at the University] .
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that we did not see it, in terms £
of a possible cover-up and the &+

“it may be more significant m’mx')g"a*b'. ,’3 ’
] ,I' ?‘.

reasons for i, than if we had.
scen it,” he continued. “I mean,’
I don't know where the impos-|
ter notion would have led us—:
perhaps nowhere, like alot of
other Jeads. But the poinl is we

did’;a;( know about it. And why

At the State Depariment, @
okman_said l!rnr'}'—wohl!
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¢r olficials who might have
knowledge of the Oswald file
had died or retired.

Mr. Slawson said in an inter- Rm.
view that the investigation TYelephone Rm. __ -~
should be reopened also “be- pisector Sec’y -
cause the interposition of an : s
imposter, if that bappened, isa - -
political act.™ * - . - 3

“And after all, this [the as-
sassination] was not just anoth-
er murder,” he said. “It was, by
definition, a political murder.”

.Two other commission staff
members shared with Mr. Slaw-
son the responsibility for
checking out rumors. Neither
recalled  specifically having -
seen the memos, but they tend- .
¢d to discount any thought of a
renewed investigation. .
One of them, Dr. Alfred Gold:
berg, who wrote the gossip- .
puncturing *“Speculations and
Rumors™ section of the com- -
mission’s report, said in an In~ -
! en,iﬂw. .-—-L—_’. . ~
I “I don't have any recollection
of having scen that [Hoover]

Y memorandum. As a matter of
fact, 1 am [airly certain 1 didn’t. .30
“While I think we might have
done more had weds_ccn at—::

might have engaged in more

s__g_.gm.“.,—'.‘ve might_beuvstoshed
: .” The Washington Post _:
“ Washington Star-News
" Daily News {New York}

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times
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or more from the State Departs
. Tm and the¢ F.BlL—in terms
‘ol the autconje, T dap’t.belieye
e ety ST ~
- Frwould havé made‘!‘ﬁ?’dl!?er-\. -
©aneeS (w3 STl 5t enig 8%
I~ William T. Coléffian Jr.,, whoj
iwas Mr. Slawson's immediate
‘superior at the commission, and ~
‘who was nominated last month °
7. by President Ford €0 be Secre, .
iary “of - Transportation, was
| .asked -during an: interview.
* .. "iwhether , he ‘had. seen - the!
s fm.emos.- Y B S P e | r.,y:l..
Coei e “It's been 10 yes7s,” he said,!
. P “and I don’t remember one :
: : sor the other.” - - -+

‘as -a defector to the Soviet}
B Unionr® = - 37 st 3 .
. 3} Mr._ Hoover's memo was} . - [
" «dated June 3, 1960. Its contents "
i . J)'suggest that the F.BL director; ... |
~«i Taised {he possibility of an im-!
. -poster because of certain facts’
.. =+ #he memo recounts.- = .~ - g
. ¥ 1t cited a Foreign Service dis<, **° |
tch concerning Oswald's dec~; . -
laration in Moscow on Oct. 31,;
1959, that he would renounce.
his citizenship and noted that - ° .
v~a,..ihe had surrendered his pass- ;- -
., R N

o ® ‘t_ N A

1t also cited a report of an’
* . F.BL agent in Dallas of May
‘12, 1960, which said that Os-
wald's ‘mother, Marguerite & <./~
 Oswald, - “stated subject” had, - - .
taken his birth certificate with :
_ him when he left home”73 <{
-- The agent’s report indicated .°
that Mrs. Oswald was app!
. hensive about her son’s safety.
. -because ‘she had written him!
. three letters and they had all

-been returned .t0- her un
vered, T3 oA o 2e
. Mr. Hoover concluded: S|
: ;there is & possibility that an §
- Jposter is using Oswald’s birth;
jcertificate,” any curmrent infor-] -
_mation the Department of State
‘may’ have ooncerning . subject
'ynll be appreciated.™ "o s e

1

-

Two internal State Depart-
ment memos transmitted Mr.
Hoover’s ‘warning. One, datedy -
“... [|June 10, 1960, .wagl to the de-}

partment’s} Soviet desk’ The] -

. lother, dat§d March 31, 1961,
was sent from one section .of,
_ jthe Passpojt Office to.another.

« ¥§iz - Congprn on Passport |y -
' The latter “memo’ jndicated -
concern that a revalidated pass-, -
poit 10 be issued to Oswald in) -
preparation for his return to) :
the United States'in June, 1962, -~ - .~
_ |not be mailed to- him through .- -
SO gtdeiSoviet bosh’hl 'sy:item but o

: vg%:é;o im “only on a —

- . {¥onal bas:s” at the Emba ’ B

zenship.” The -State Department .. the object of a_most intensive, -
had ruledauby. then' thathhe'ha 1: - searchl*anndfqevxew{nl/ll}l;-e m‘:‘ - ¥
not actually given up his citls;, " -~ P d his friends > :
- {zenshi| ,_’"-'!'.?.'— -,‘<f."."_f—»‘:’-‘-’-’."£', A ﬁr ax¢;peration at State simply!
None of these documents—} ~ .= - made it disappeat.” “~"h3 2o

* ‘samt file the Archives rem_“_?!,-',

" {been something related to the

.-

MoscowrOfficials” UsisseZisd]
then be satisfied that they were;

or assembling the A
f:rds to be sent t,g,_u}c:.:ommw
R - 'on.-‘i'-“"- ‘«:— i LR S
S "“Te said’ it secmed possible.
. Ythat the memo “was 50 Unsup=
 { portable by anything the FAL

had on Oswald that, when the,
file* suddenly becaime, 3

Moscow Embassy officials werej -
satisfied was the same Oswald}
they “had first' met in-1959,f . -
when he ‘angrily announced his} . -
intention_to renounce ‘his €] —*
intention to renounce his <Citly . - Oswald

"% former senjor F.B.L official <
l'whAczf:rorked on ‘:.hfn a:nsa:;;‘&zr; :
- ltion inquiry sai ,
d not recall .

he .coul o }“

not ‘the Hoover memo or either|
of the State Departmend memos
——was_in_the department’s Os-
wald file as it was given to the}
Warren Commission’ in 1964,}
according to Mr. Slawsom.” - 7’
After the - commission pubs 7. - .
lished its-report, thousands off . - -
pages of “unpublished commis-| .

sion records were declassified]
by the State Department and ’
placed on public file in the Na-} '--
tional Archives. ~-'T %1

* Among them J, G. Harris, &
45.year-old -New Yorker who
has spent nearly a decade in S
Kennedy : assassination .- re-] | -
search, found the Hoover and L
State Department memos.* ;] .-
- How the memos came to be} -~ -
missing from the State Departf -
ment's Oswald file given 4o the;
commission but included in the;

view that
such a memo as pd

ynclear, < = L. .3
. Mr. Slawson, citing recent .
disclosures about domestic ac< -

-} e said he had no memory of
%ny,impo:;ter memg ix.The Stale
. {Department files.:33 .%_M:_: .

gence Agency, said: ¢ -*
t cAognoeic\yably could have -

C.LA. I can only speculate now,
but a general C.LA. effort to
take out anything that reflected
on them may have covered this
up.” Mr, Slawson added that] "
'he had been “impressed at the] -
time with the intelligence and
honesty of the C.LA- people’I
dealt with™ . -r--- i e
. A CILA. spokesman deny-
ing that the agency had ever
had any connection with Os-
wald, said the agency had no
record of gver having seen the:
Hoover memo and had not en-
gaged in & cover-up,-. "y

A former. State Departmen
official who was familiar with
the Oswald file suggested that
Mr. Hoover himself might-have|
ordered hi !

barrassing the bureaw, -~ ' °y

* The former...official, Rich-!

ard A. Frank, now a lawyer

here with the Center for Law,

as2-Seeiad Policy, sskrpraniny -
4




