"msfer'erl__o;
/arren. Rep ort:?

. "WKEHU\GTG?\ — 3, Fdgar-Hoover in 1960, ... -
e et a memorandum 10 the State Depunme e
© ~ ‘aising the powbllu) that an impostor mi
. e using”the credentials .of an American
“tefector named Lec Harvey Oswald, who was .
hen in the Soviet Union, >-% & 0% > 3
- This memo from the director of lhe l-eder-
Bureau of Investigation and two subse-
- juent State Department memos related o it ..
* - vere apparently nol_shown to key investigad ~
ors of the Waryen, Commission, which exam- -
e ecriad the assassination of President: Kennedy
«nd - determined lhal Osuald acting alone,
vas the assassin. | T B g ik 167

The late Hoovcr‘s \sarmng of the *possi
wlity”, that an impostor could be-using Os-
aald's identification data, in the Soviet Union
o elsewhere, came more than two yearskae-1
‘ure the murder of the American Presidert in,
allds on Nov. 22, 1963. The impostor meory
as rejected, by lmphcauon but nat dued.!y\
in the pubhahed teport ‘of the Warren Com-
mission, and its sngmfxc.mce could nul be_d&

rmined. -
The body ormemanu’notheeommssml :

‘'oncluded had shot the President — and Who et
‘us_shot tu death by Jack Ruby two days 1zt
~r-— was identified by his mother and olher
jrelatives and also by fingerprints and
iphysical features as lhat of bee Harvey Os-

le for checking Owald's actmues in foreign
. icountries supponed a theory of some criti
" af the commission’s final report that the
«l had come 1o ils conclusion regarding (
‘wald without having had aH the facts. »-7s?
l . An FBI spokesman said,'in response
questions, that “we can definitely state,
ot hesitation, that a copy of the Hoover .
imemo was shown 1o a MRYber of the Warren
Commission staff if the presence of an F.
agent.? However, Rthe spokesman said
+jould not identify tfe commission staff me
wer to \whom the n Mo reponedly had
:.hown.i B SR s T
. Neither .| Lee Ranhng. the’ tormer
al counse! of the commission, nor any of
former staff aides who were most involved
«nvestigating Oswald's background. said
- Wanld-reimember seeint } —

= . -
s

RS AL PO
I3 =

Astoe. Dir, .
Dep.-A.D.-Adm..
P s Delave_ o
Ast, Dics ...
Admin 2l -
Comp, Syet
Ext, Affairs ___
L Fites & T,
_Gen. 1av. pmersene
LAdend. s

T fuldl _/ f {_.

Lalcxatwy
Plan. & Eval, __
Spee. Ing,.
Training .-
Levzt Coun. ..o
Telephons Rm, __

Director Sec”

CInspetis Jl/

T ———

Editor:
Title: é" ISASS L"LIO’\..OE

PR..SIDERT JOH Few

(ENNZDY AT DALLAS T

f:huaclon . 11/22/63

ot ”‘1~ i

Classitication: L .

Submllunq Ol’ﬂco . - 30'57 S*

G Beling Xnvoﬂlqatod "“- ”

W
o)

=43
191 an

o' 0("_"
9060

"NOF nscormm; o

RO

5 R-TEN

W.—-—-c:li“

\'S}‘\hﬁ -~

7}

An'feles

| = thM19E;Zt~_\g;

>

g
o

Pcophorme

Uuir.w



. vmé here, identified

T ’ FBI file, ;3 -/ PR
<. 7 Willens,. who was then the

_.',1/., -t

- ment,.said that *while

fact, see that memo, )

with my old_eollea_gugs, but I

0ad.”? - i oL,
i i 6¢ FBI memos and
* -+~ National. Arcliives
checked out rumors
- commission‘jn 1964,

"4 Slawson,
versity of

- e -

material, as we did

the reasons for jt,
mean, I don't

* Slawson said the ]
reopened al,sc'» "“*because-the’ ji

an impostor,-if that: ha

nition, a political murder.”

shared with Slawson the

. ¢d to discount any !
.. Yestigation' ;- % DN

«

and rumors” section
m sald: ',-. _‘»,;.' IR
#-*I dont have any
Seen that (Hoover)

ollection

the .State Department

.
-
B

anv difference.™. . ¢~

¥ “I do not wamt to be in 3 |

.., ¥ However, ‘Howard P.~Wiltens, now
' himself as
.commission lawyer who had - revi
- * N/_t “‘;':‘

the two Stafe
;. Department documents™= discovered in th@ z
- " here” by” a’ private .
.- searcher — W. David Slawson, a Jawyer who -
i about Oswald for the -
5aid he thought the zs.’
sassination inquiry should be req K
now 2 1aw professor at the Uni:
Southern California, sajd he and
N other fnvestigators had never been shawn
MemOs.  §* LN i e e
- *“We were the rumor_runner-down ‘
said, “:and we certainly should have seen this
2 great deal of ‘other
stuff that we showed to be unfounded. -} 22! ‘
* It may be more significant that wedid
not see it, in terms of 2 possible cover-up and
then if we had soco &, |
Kknow where the impostor no-
tion would have led us’ — perhaps nowhere,
. like a lot of other leads. But the poiat is .ws
idn't know i d why not?”.-s-2°%
S wion g e by o %3

act s ;{;"::;‘ "3y _e..d‘;’-é;_“é :
K- #And” aner an. “this (the ~acss

thought of a ren
~: £ One of them. Dr. Alfred Goldverg.” who
wrole' the gossip-puncturing . “speculations .
2 of the commission’s re! -
TRET R
of having
memorandum. As a2 mat.
{er of fact, I am fairly certain [ L 1y Adete I
¥ “While I think we might have done more
- had we'seen it — we ‘might have engaged g
.- pmore research,’ we might "haye looked for, .}
l more, we might have asked ‘for more from
and the FBI —'in
terms of the outcome, I don’t believe it would .

ewed the
P B

Uit

special Laison officer to the Justice Depart.

pudlic debate
know that there

nation) .
Was not just another murder. It ‘was, by defi- |
e bl ot gl
;¢ Two " other - commission™staff ™ memberg X
e responsibility for -
checking out rumors.” Neither recalled specife .
Ically having seen the memos, but they tend-
el
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° . William T. Coleman, Jr., Slawson's immes -
diate"SUperior at the commission who Wag
hominated last month by President Ford to .-
be Secretary of Transportation, was asked _
Whether he had seen the memos, " v A u 8
"F - “It's been 10 years,” he Said, “and I don't -
remember one way or the other.” ‘-, ;»
" -He recalled, however,that his duties *re- -
qQuired me to see everything that Oswald had _
_ ‘ done as a defector to the Soviet Union.™; -« -
.. Hoover's memo .was dated June 3, 1960, -
Its contents suggest that the FB[ director -:-
raised ‘the possibility of an impostor because ..
of certain facts the memo recounts, - R I
i It cited a-foreign service dispatch “con-
cerning Oswald’s declaration In Moscow on -
Oct. 31, 1939, that he would renounce his citi-
zenship and. noted that he had surrendered
his passport, - >~ . ORI P
" It also cited a report of an FBI agent in
Dallas of May 12, 1960, which said that Os.
wald’s mother, Marguerite C. Oswald, =stat: .
ed subject had taken his birth sentificate with <~
him when he left home” .77 oo vy
"~ The agent's report indicated Mrs. Oswald
Was apprehensive about her son’s safety be-
cause she had written him three letters and
they all had been returned to her undelive
ered. 75 -t el Uy S ST s _
' *  Hoover concluded: “Since there is 2 possf
. bility that "an fmpostor is :using Oswald's
-~ birth certificate, any-current information the .
- Department of Stale may have concerning
subject will be appreciated® -, . . e
#> Two " internal State Department memos
transmitted Hoover's warning. One, dated
June 10, 1960, went to the department’s Sovie .
et desk. The other, dated March 31, 1961, was
sent from gne section of the Dbassport office to -
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