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cP, ent a@ memorandum lo the State Departme 

* aising the possibility that an impostor mi 
. ecusing’ the credentials .of an American. 

‘Jefector named Lee" Harvey Oswald, who was (3 
hen’ in tht Sovict Union. +." é a 

: This memo from the director of the Feder.” 
Bureau of Investigation and two subse- 

““P ywent State Department memos related to it -> 
‘ "vere apparently not shown to key investigas ~ 

ors of the Warren, Commission, which exam-- 
vw onload the assassination of President: Kennedy ; 

ind - determined that Oswald, acting alone, 
was the assassins ! aft aT at 6 “be. Gd 

The late Hoover's ‘varning of the’ * 

— J, Edgar-Hoover in 1960 _ 

            

"possi; : 
‘ality’, that an impostor could be-using Os- 
aald’s identification data, in the Soviet Union 

or elsewhere, came more than two years 

‘ure the murder of the American President in, 

allas on Nov. 22, 1963. The impostor theory, 

as rejected, by implication. but not directly, 

i the published teport ‘of the’ Warren Come - 

mission, and its significance | could pot be de 
cmined. :- 
The body of the man who the commission _ : 

4 concluded had shot the President — and who *..,- 

    

    

  

   

    

le for checking Oswald's activities in foreign 

* teountries supported a theory of some criti 

* ‘af the commission's final report that the pi 
el had come to its conclusion regarding ‘( 
pag without having had all the facts.” a5. 

    

      

      

    

An FBI spokesman said, 'in response 
‘questions, that ‘“‘we can definitely state, 
«ut hesitation, that a copy of the Hoover . 
imemo was shown to a mfeifber of the Warreq 
Commission staff iq the presence of an F) 
agent. However, Rhe spokesman said -     

Author: - 

Sc gonald “Goodenow a 
SSASS INTION_OF- 3 Title: 

  

   

   

  

   

  

   

              

   

      

    
    

  

    

  

    

  

   

          

PRESIDENT. JOHAN Bee 
KENNEDY AT DALLAS, TS 

31/22/63 - Character: - 

  

Clessification: Las 

Submitting Office . 
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*yeould not identify Je commission staff mei 
‘ver to whom the n emo reportedly had 

‘| shown: 2.0" ag ra 
. Neither J. Lee. Ranking, the’former | 

‘i counsel of the commission, nor any. of 
jormer staff aides who were most involved 
nhvestigating Oswald's background, said 

_ could. remember seine it. rr 
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+. 31. However, Howard P.-Willens, now ak? ¢ Yate Jawyer here, identified himself as the ‘eat . commission lawyer who had - reviewed the <2: FBI file. 74 -fn77y SOUR PY Bad J . £ Willens,.who was then the ‘commission's Special liaison officer to the Justice Depart. * * Ment,.said that “while I do not thing that . j anyone can state how wit the necessary pre~ 

    

   
       

        

    

  

   

    

  

            

    
   

cision whether or not he saw the Hoover. ~ memo, ts is my best recollection that J did, in’: fact, see that MEMO. Feit 8r- Fe ede ea “© “I do not want to be in a Public debate 7 _., With my old colleagues, but I know that there 7 Was discussion of this among others on the - Staff concerned ‘with the actiyi 
- cote Sete fd f Sitar ie Far memde’ aid the to seid : Department documents’ discovered in th > = * - National. Archives“ here by”. a‘ private . . Jv. 7 Searcher’ —~ W. David Slawson, a lawyer who - a checked" out rumors about Osvald for the - - ommission‘in 1964, said he’ thought ‘the ase’ "| Sassination Inquiry should be reopened. ..’=« -. “2 Slawson, now 2 law professor at the Uni- versity of Southern California, said he and * other investigators iad never been shawn the - memos: ° |; RN BES eee ete ne 
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fo ‘ BR aleg. -' + “We were the rumor runner-down he : : said, “‘and we certainly should have seen this material, as we did a great deal of ‘other stuff that we showed to be unfounded, -) £22! : . 
' “It may be more significant that wedid | not See it, in terms of a Possible cover-up and the reasons for it; then if we had seen ft. J mean, I don't know where the impostor no; tion would have led us’ — perhaps nowhere, . like a lot of other leads. But the point is xe : didn’t know ti id why not?”...- bome VO, 2 ESN son Said the ke ee hon ae : Feopened also “‘beca 

an i Sif that: ha 
PORE Ee 

_ after. all, this (the 
Was not just another murder. It'was, by defi- . Rition, a political’ murder,” sth oe Fs Two other commission’ staff” members _ Shared with Slawson the responsibility ‘for - Checking out rumors. Neither recalled specif. . ically having seen the memos, but they tend- ._ €d to discount any thought of a renewed in- ., Yestigation. TEA NESE Ee 4) 

- = © One of them." Dr: Alfred Goldberg. who * " wrote’ the Sossip-puncturing . “speculations’ - and rumors” section of the commission's re-t Port, said: Soros) Be ee sl 
“I don't have any recollection of having Seen that (Hoover) memorandum. As a mat. 
fer of fact, I am fairly certain I didn't.” : = © “wniter think we might have done more cche s+ had we'seen it — we ‘might have engaged : oe E Fesearch, we might ‘have Jooked for. 
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more, ‘we might have asked ‘for ‘more from the .State Department and the FBI — ia | terms of the outcome, I don’t believe it would : 
anv difference.” 4° 

  

 



* William T. Coleman, Je., Slawson’s imme: :. Gale ~siperior at the commission who Was 
hominated last month by President Ford to ; 
be Sacretary of- Transportation, was asked ‘whether he had seen the memos.*. -s\4va:2! 

"7 - “It’s been 10 years," he Said, “and I don't «= remember one way or the other.” «74-", go ” +He recalied, however, that. his duties “re. - a quired me to see everything that Oswald had — la. 1 done as a defector to the Soviet Union.” : -- >y. - “Hoover's memo was dated June 3, 1960, .< 3 ‘ Its contents suggest that the FBI director . ++ v raised ‘the possibility of an impostor because ‘: of certain facts the memo recounts. Wg es 
: It cited a-foreign service dispatch “cone cerning Oswald's declaration In Moscow pa. 
Oct. 31, 1959, that he Would renounce his citi- 
zenship and. noted that he had surrendered his passport. «+ err re et Tepe 

“It also cited a report of an FBI agent ia 
Dallas of May 12, 1900, which said that Os- wald’s mother, Marguerite C. Oswald, “stat: : ed subject had taken his birth sertificate with © him when he left home.” 0700-327 Va. 
'- The agent's report indicated Mrs. Oswald 
Was apprehensive about her son’s safety be- 
cause she had“written him three letters and a they all had’ been returned to her undelive "> ° @red. £0 eee ee: 

f * Hoover concluded: “Since there is a passf- . bility that ‘an {impostor is using Oswald's - -~ birth certificate, any-current information the . - Department of State may have concerning Subject will be appreciate ==>, - ts 
#° Two ‘internal State Department memos 
transmitted Hoover's Warning. One, dated 
June 10, 1960, went to the department's Sovie . 
et desk. The other, dated March 31, 1961, was Sent from one section of the passport office to - 
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