i

7
LI P

P

2

015 (Rev. 7-17-68)

']'

| Shaw Wltness Conéedes ’63 Talk
QLPlot Had Air of a‘Bull Sessien’

Washington Post Btalf Writer

NEW ORLEANS, ‘Feb. 10—
Star witness Perry R. Russo
conceded today that what Dis-
triet Attorney Jim Garrison
called a plot to kill President
Kennedy may have been noth-
‘ing more than “an -inconse-
quential bull session.”

son’s conspiracy search alive

the President in September

man Clay Shaw and Lee Har-
vey Oswald were among those
- ‘who did the talking.

This testimony, unless to-
tally discredited - by cross-
examination jhat resumes
Tuesday, appeared legally suf-
, ficient to make out a prima

facie. case—one that will go
to the jury—of a New Orleans-.
-based conspiracy invelving
Shaw, Oswald and the late
. David Ferrie.

* More significantly for Garri-
‘. son, Russo’s testimony seemed
enough to permit the prose-
cutor o attempt to “corrobo-
rate” his conspiracy charge
.with evidence about the assas-
. sination itsell — evidence he
" claims—writi-chatter the findings

10 ey qeie

E ,.- that Oswald acted alens oy

. Tkdng p day on thewitrass.

stand, Russo, 27, made these;
> points not menﬂoned or flatly
-‘-—eontradicted at Shaw's pre-

. Bminary hearl.nz two Jyears| .

, .Mgo:

' @ A dirty, unshaven Oswald
. told the “well-dressed, distin-

guished looking” Shaw, then

director of the International
7 Trade Mnrt in New Orleans, to
‘ “shut up” when Shaw ques-
~ tioned Ferrie’s boast that he
- ecould fly assassins to safety in

- .South America. .
< e The girl Russo claimed ac.
‘" ecompanied him to the gather.
7 ing in Ferrie's apartment was
" not with him after alk
. '® Although the apartment
. Ineeting is not mentioned in
~ the 3700-word report to Garri-

John P. MacKenmseces'

" jnsurance salesman and taxi

But Russo, holding fast to,
the testimony that kept Garri-;~

two years ago, insisted that he:
overheard talk of murdering’

1963, and that retired business-.

""son of an early {pterview with

¢ Jaszi=g this out, conkatscd-ao

=—xswse's direct eﬂmﬁﬁ'ﬁon
by Assistant District Attor-
ney James L, Alcock began as
a pale rerun of his 1967 testi-
mony. That testimony had
stunned the defense and

bound Shaw over for trial
A college-educated former

driver, now a book salesman,
Ruszzvolunteered —othing

! about hypnosis, which he said

457 I96T elped him nfm-uéu'

Oswald and Shew. 3
.He turned quickly to a visit

to Ferrie’s apartment, one of.

tober of 1963, when he said
jFerrie fntroduced as his,
l“roommate” a man who later|
turned out to be Oswald..
Polishes a Rifle -

“Leon Oswald,” as the room-
‘mate was calied, was polishing
‘and cleaning.a high-powered
rifle with telescopic sight and
he didn't say much, Russo
said. . .
[ The next meeting with Os-
wald, he sald, was when he
joined the gathering that in-
cluded Shaw and some Latin
American who spoke no Eng-!
lish. He said Shaw, whom he'
_had seen once or twice before,:
‘was introduced as “Clem Bcn-
rand.” N

Yerrie, who had ‘beoame
. ob:esnd with Kennedy and
the Cuban thing,” declared
¢that the President should be
killed. Since Ferrie had been
talking of assassination all
summer, Russo said he didn't
know whether to take Ms
boast seriously.

+ Without showing eoncm ‘&

that Russo was present, Fer-

down to discussion of the need
for two or three killers, one
of whom might fire a “diver-
sionary” shot and might have
to be captured “scapegomt” to
enable the others to escape,
Russo testified, .

Then Shaw, calling Ferrle
a “washed up pilot,” ridiculed
Ferrie's suggestion that the
murderers could fly lo Bra-
zil, Russo said. “That would
require cooperstion”. from a

couniry for re-
fuegi_ng. Shaw_was

many between April and Oc- -

rie, Oswald and Shaw got ( L’
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saying, and “lnsunﬂv.__..-a’h- 0~}
‘ be everywhere.” i

“Shut up!” Oswald allegedly
told Ghaw,
what he's doing, he's & pilot.”;

The B55yearold defendant,’
who denies ever knowing Os-
wald, Ferrie or Russo, looked
steadily et the witness dut
showed mo emotion. .

Russo said he saw Oswald
twice more at Ferrie's place
before the “roommate” an-
‘nounced he was baving
‘trouble with his wife and wu
leaving for Houston. .o
' Cross-examination of Rnsso
‘twas gentle, despite defense
‘abwmey 8. Irvin Dymond’s

pledge last week to expose the

Har” unfit to testify., More in-
tensive questioning is consix:l-
ered likely befoss-~5ymo)
£IRisaes, * :

“Ferrie knows' -
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An Assisisorsthe Delense
Russo in turn threw the de.
fense an essist by minimizing
the fmportance of the conver-
guhon that forms the heart of’
lthe conspiracy charge.
Dymond: “The conversation

. i you T oeard: couldn ot Sustuts
‘ ve" been an hconse-
qm tual bull session_as _pny-

thjn- setzus?”

Prosecutor Alcock. "Your
Honor, J—-"

Russo: *Yes” k

‘Dymond: “Isn’t it u fact unt
you've told people it' eould
well have been a bull session?”
. Russo, ovu- Meﬂck'l dbjee-
tion: “Yes.”

The witness also eonceded.
without elaboretion that he

appearance at the 1967 prelim-
inary hearing that he had
“pever heard of Oswald until
the assassination.”

His most important conces-
sion, however, was his new tes-

bousewife, but then one of his
girl friends, did not accompany
him to Ferrie's apartment.

Russo bad testifled at the
1967 hearing that she had been
with him. Mrs. McMaines then
calied a press conference to
announce that she would total-
ly discredit Russo but would
-linot come to New Orleans for
fear of Garrison. Judge Ed-
ward A. Haggerty Jr. has ye-
fused to issue an arder grant-
ing Mrs. McMaines’ immunity
from “false prosecution,” with-
out which her lawyer says she
won't talk.

As in other areas of contra-
diction, Russo showed mo dis-
comfort at this change in testi-
mony. He told Dymond that
he had mentioned “Moffitt,”

had told mewsmen before his]-

timony that Sandra Moffitt,
McMaines, now & Des Motines.

as he called her, because “you
kept pushing me” for names.

Russo at one point asked for
the 1967 transcript and read
several -questions and an
swers back to Dymond
“There,” he gaid, tapping the
-printed page, that's an abridg-
ment of my first position and
I'm maintaining my first posi-
tion now.”

He said he was more likely
‘fto remember who- was at the
apartment than who
there with him, since he was
{hanging sround with the same
crowd most of the time.

The witness was equally at
ease when queried about testi-
mony that he had seen Shaw
on - & ‘New Orleans whar!
where” President Kennedy
madevaspeech on internation-

went

E
i

" his first interview with Gerri-

msucu&:u:e Poimi~—s
Russo said he arrived late

an unidentified school

friend and had ¢o settle for a
distant vantage point for the
speech, He said he especially
noticed Shaw standing 15 feet
laway becauss only Shaw was
lqoking at” the erowd rether
than the President.

Dymond asked whether.

Russo did not think it “pecu-
lar” that Shaw ignored the
speaker since Shaw was on
the Mayor's committes . to
greet ¢the President.

Russo said he certeinly
would .find it peculiar and
would ¢think it even more
peculiar_that Shaw wiaz-simot
lyp there” with the bi
The same oddlw hi&;:glml
¢o Gifr-thicrvers, but Ruseo
seemed to dissarm Dymond by
anticipating the question.

Confronted- by a report of

l::n: staff, a report that came
Kght after the preliminary
heaﬂng, Russo maintained
‘that it was in error fn omit-
ting references ¢o tho lparb-
ment meeting. .

! Assistant District Attorney
iAndrew Sciambra’s report also
erred, said Russo, in saying he
;had jdentified plctures of Clay
:Shaw but had never mentioned
any suc halias as Clem Ber-

trand in his interview on Feb.

25, 1967,

He told an incredulous Dy-
mond that while hp mentioned
the apartment meeting, be
stressed other factors about
Ferrie because he thought Fer-
rie's “philosophy” and attitude
toward Cuba would be more;
interesting st that point ¢o
Garrison, who had announced
T FeIMe  was*TIie cutrent
target of bhis investigation.

" Ehe rer=t was admittEaINIe
evidence as the defesso S&far
to impeach Russo with it, join-
ed in offering the document.
It recited Russo’s statement
ithat he considered Shaw a
‘“queer” This was the first
trial reference to a delicats

f{ssue that most observersthink . - -

‘the jury is aware of. © s
" Meanwhile, a subpoena was
fssued for two mew defense
.witnesses for appearance Jater
in the trial. One was Walter
Sheridan, former aid to the
late Robert F. Kennedy snd

an NBC reporter whom Garri- "

son has accused of tampering
with his witnesses. The other
was_Richard Billi=zs~ot=Life.
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