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 fRENCH QUARTER sTopy ¢ -
- Shaw Trial Jolted—
" And So .ls-iWitneés

SUW L ByHAYNES Jo SON .-~
: - DY HAINES JOHNSON .

RLEANS' ~— Charles Spiesel, a small, balding New'
) slight smile, had 3 brief glorious monent on the
stand. For a while, it seemed as if here, finally, was a dramatie
never-before-told story of tne prelude to a eonspiracy that culmi-
nated in the murder of John F. Kennedy, o ’ !

hen- he finally stepped from the stand, not only had his story;
vanished but so hag a major. T
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bortion of Jim Garrison’s eon. President,” ' Spiesel ‘went *op| -

Bpiracy. gase._.against Clay L. [before an intense room of
Shaw. - T le m spectators, con-
Spiesel fwas ealied by ‘Garri-|sensus of those at was

son, the fheatrical New rleans
istrict attorney whe claims to|b
havg “s_olved"

He told an involved story that| . p
held the courtroom spectators . Ofher Conversation
rapt. - - . pres;%l tesutsxfexde,d b1;!:.%:&le Shaw

i i seemed am * by con-

Rew o2 e o come versation. He also said Shaw
1963 and, in a chance encounter, | and Ferrie discussed the POSSi-
et David W. Ferrie in a.Bour. | bility of flying out the would-
bon Street bar. He had Spoken to|be assassin after the murder
Ferrie, one of Garrison’s alleged/ Was committed. .
conspirators in the Shaw case,| The party broke up not Jong
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- because he thought, mistakenly: after, and Spiesel left, never to ), §
they had knowp each other in|see Shaw again, he said. Hegixd R
World War I, - . |see Ferrie, a former airline pilot \ A - ”
. who is now dead, two or, \\ ; The Washington Daily News :
To Upstairs Apartment  |f71° ] casually afterward, X The Evening Star (Washingtom
The conversation led to a few .He said he contacted Jim G- “Wo Sunday Star (Washington)
drinks and then Ferrie invited|Tison’s office s Shaw was af- g o Sunday (New York)
"Spiesely to a rivate party, They|Tested on a charge of conspiring Daily News (New Yo
drove anp in tha|With Lee Harvey Oswald, Fer- A\ Sunday News (New York)
o walkey o0 (08| e wang arvey ¢ to kil the
FrencH Quarter, walked up two President. He had recognized W New York Post -
ﬂlg_h@s f stairs, and were ad.mlt' Shaw’s picture in the paper, he ' \4 . The New York Times —_—
testified. ﬁgﬁ; ﬁﬁ?.?;cfg‘ﬁf,:‘ said. . - The Sun (Baltimore) ___._
to Clay Shaw as the host. stol;hdatun‘:ﬂas F“’hﬁ_"f. h];s “"? Q\ “The Daily World
Later, Shaw, Ferrie, Spiesel Shaw’s chief coimsel,m lueg'e}l,;l1 l‘x?:g: The New Leader —_——
and gbout t:gl o?:rthgl%l}ni?t thy cross-examination, The Wall Street Journal
éround a table . CNg [ int by point, Dymond tore % he National Observer -
room having drinks, said Spie- He got him to concede first, The Nation sel
sel, The conversation turned to "He got his to concede first People's World i
- President’ Rennedy. The conver. that he had - “demanded” g Examiner (Washingion)
sation grew eritical, and then $2,000 payment to tel] his story
bostile, ¥ o2 a television program in Ney
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Someope = saying, «Sp £o00Y |scription of Ferrie that did not : —
ought to kill the son of & bitch, resemble the late pilot at all, | Date 2-~8 ?
‘ Next, he testified, a young| His most telling points were . B
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" . |the police had done just that.

fhad filed suits against a psychia-
|trist and others in New. York

inued From Page A-l
York. Spiesel answered
done so because thd bus
was “‘not going well.” -
“Isn’t it @ fact you claimefi the
New York police had hypnotized
youi and tortured you and forced
you to get out of New York?”
Dymond asked.
After some verbal sparring,
Spiesel finally admitted that be
filed suit in New York claiming

It also developed that Spiesel

claiming they had hypnotized
him 4o get “‘confidential mfor-

': {lowed, - and that he was being

sia.” He did not deny that he
d |believed that phone was
ess |tapped, that he g fol-

sub;ected toa “Commumst con-
spiracy.” . .
" Describes “Spell"

He also conceded, under fur-.
ther cross-exammahon that he
believed he had been kept under
a “hypnotic spell” off and on
during 1963, 1964, and 1965.

mation’ from him.
pre ] then said there were a
of people who had “con-
ed” against him. He said his:
father had done ‘“‘undercover)
work for the FBI involving Rus-*
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. Ithe French Quarter of this city.”

‘land that “#» Tomment  was

/ulck Turna bout at Trla._~

" When’* he ‘ste; pped from the
:taxll)d not onlg;l Fag his credxpd blgi
y been virtually rov
so had a key part mw
contentions in the case,

Thursday, when Shaw's trial
finally opened nearly two years
after he had been arrested, Gar-
rison told the jury of 12 men that

that in June 1963, the def&mdany; |
Clay Shaw, was present at a
party given in an apartment in

Garrison also said that testi-
mony would be introduced to
show that Shaw, Ferrie and oth-

“the evidence will further show!

ers were present at that party

made that President Kennedy
should be killed and that the job
could best be done by a rifle. At
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this point, the defendant, Clay
'Shaw, suggested that the man;
domg the shooting would proba-
ibly killed beiore he could
‘make his escape.”

‘Gargison obviously hkd been
settm the stage for a dtar wit-i
‘ness, With dramatic eyqwitness
testxmony That witness turned
iout to be Chatles Splesel of New
York,
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- Shaw Trial Jolted-
 And So Is Witness

" 7 ByHAYNESJOHNSON <+, % ™'

T 7 star statf Writer .o ..
NEW ORLEANS — Charles Spiesel, a small, balding New
Yorker with a set slight smile, had a brief glorious monent on the.
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stand. For a while, it seemed as if here, finally, was a dramatic’

never-before-told story of the prelude to a conspiracy that culmi-

nated in the murder of John F. Kennedy. :
When be finally stepped from the stand, not only had his story .

vanished but so had a major
portion of Jim .Garrison’s con-
ggiracy case against Clay L.
aw. e - ’
Spiesel was called by Garri-
son, the theatrical New Orleans
district attorney who ‘claims to

" have “solved” the Kennedy as-

sassination, as a witness for the

"state late yesterday afternoon.

He told an involved story that
held the courfroom: spectators

‘rapt. S :

Spiesel, 49, said he had come
to New Orleans in the spring of
1963 and, in a chance encounter,
met David W. Ferrie in a Bour-
bon Street bar. He had spoken to
Ferrie, one of Garrison’s alleged
conspirators in the Shaw case,
because he thought, mistakenly,
they had known each other in

- World War IL . .

To Upstairs Apartment
The conversatiop led to a few
drinks and then Ferrie invited
Spiesel to a private party. They
drove to an apartment in the

. -French Quarter, walked up two

flights of stairs, and were admit-
ted to a party. There, Spiesel
testified, Ferrie introduced him
to Clay Shaw as the host. -

Later, Shaw, Ferrie, Spiesel
and  about 10 other men sat
around a table in the dining
room having drinks, said Spie-
sel: The conversation turned to
President Kennedy. The conver-
sation grew critical, and then
hostile. -

Spiesel said he remembered
someone saying, ‘‘Somebody
ought to kill the son of a bitch.”

Next, 'he testified, a young

‘man with a beard, -about 5 feet 9,
~and 160 pounds, said, “Yes, I
“would like to do.it. But how
. would youdoit?” - =

e
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'see Ferrie, a former airline pilot

President, Spiesel went on’
before an -intense room full of
courtroom spectators. The con-
sensus of those at the party was’
that “it would have to be done
by somebody with a high-pow-
ered rifle with a telescopic
sight and he would have to be
about a mile away.” e

_Other Conversation -

Spiesel - testified that Shaw
“seemed amused” by the con-
versation. He also said Shaw
and Ferrie discussed the possi-
bility of flying out' the would-
be assassin after the murder
was committed.

- The party broke up not long
after, and Spiesel left, never to
see Shaw again, he said. He did

who is now dead, two or three
times casually afterward.

He said he contacted Jim Gar-
rison’s office after Shaw was ar-
rested on a charge of conspiring
with Lee Harvey Oswald, Fer-
rie, “and others” to kill the
President. He had recognized
Sh%w’s picture in the paper, he

That was where his story
stood until F. Irvin Dymond,
Shaw's chief counsel, began ling-
thy cross-examination.

Point by point, Dymond tore
- He got him to concede first,

He got his to concede first,
that he had - “demanded” s
$2,000 payment to tell his story
on a television program in New
York. He drew from him ade-
scription of Ferrie that did not
resemble the late pilot at all.

His most telling points were
scored when he asked Spiesel

why he_had sold ou his Dgi#te
accounting _business 1o New

e e e

-
[y

riae o o SR

Pa

¢ ¢
o

-t

a6 FEB 14 1969

Casper ____ 7
Callahan

Conrad -

Felt

t e Gale A
~ .  Rosen Pl
Sullivan &_

Tavel Y.<

Trotter
Tele. Room _______
_Holmes __._

Gandy

v
The Washington Post -
Times Herald
The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star ( Washingtom
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New Y'ork)'
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily world
The New Leader i
The Wall Street Journal’
The National Observer
People’s World -

Examiner (Washington) i

pate_ FEB 8 1950

C_: :—:""*/;/: //

-, ? .’( e A..
OT RETCGRS o

Ll

———

bL <129060

R e A

R Y4 2o SO T




et

PR

York. Spiesel answered he had
. jdofie—s0—ffecause gﬁ'ﬁs’m'bess
3 was “not going well.” o
! “Isn't it a fact you claimed the
{New York police had hypnotized
you and tortured you and forced
you {6 gdt out of New York?”
Dymond gsked. ‘e
After gome verbal sparring,’
‘Spiesel. fipally admitted that he ;-
filed ‘suit’ in New York claiming
the police had done just that.
It also developed that Spiesel
" had filed suits against a psychia-
trist and others in New York
claiming they had hypnotized
him to get “confidential infor-
mation” from him. '
Spiesel then said thére were a
,humber of people who had *“con-
E:nred” against him. He said his

ather had_ done “undercoy
ork Ior the FBI involving Kus-

ia* e did not deny that be]
tsaleaim—fhat his phone was
tapped, that he was being fol-
lowed, and that he was being
subjected to a “‘Communist con-
spiracy.” -

. Describes “Spell”

He- also conceded, under fur-
: ther cross-examination, that he;

believed he had been kept under

a “hypnotic spell” off and on

QPR TES19 .

! : > 1964, and ‘3553
; When he - stepped .« from_the
stafit;>mot-only had his credibili-
ty been virtually destroyed, but
‘ so had a key part of Garrison’s
contentions in the case. ot
"~ Thursday, when Shaw’s trial
finally opened nearly two years
after he had been arrested, Gar- . :
rison told the jury of 12 men that ..
‘uthe evidence will further show, ) S . CHARLES I SPIESEL
ithat in June 1963, the defendant, - . S .
Clay Shaw, was present at a 4
party given in an apargmeptxg
the French Quarter of this city.’
Garrison also said that {esti-
mony would be introduced to
show thaf Shaw, Ferrie and oth-
ers were present at that party
1 and that “tss ‘Tomment was
<+ 1 7 ¥lmade .that President Kennedy | .
N should be killed and that the job ‘ . . - -
‘could best be done by a rifle. At _ | L »
this point, the_defendant, Clay ‘ A . ‘ o
Shaw, suggested that the man . ) . '

- doing the shooting would proba- .
- by % e killed before he could : _ ,
. make his escape.”

~. Garmison obviously had been
settinlthe stage for a star wit-!

ness, with dramatic eyewitness!; . '5..‘1‘ |
testinfony. That witness turned | . s ‘ | |
iout to be Charles Spiesel of New. . ‘ | _ L
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