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Case Against Shaw Shaken . 7 

Garrison Data Reveal” 

Contradictions i in ‘Probe 
By Jerry Cohen . 

df * Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES, April 23—!Mart, was indicted last month 
New Orleans District Attorneyion charges of conspiring to 
jim Garrison supped a na assassinate the President. 
jonal magazine writer wit Russo, 25, an insurance 

‘documents that tend to dis-|sjJesman, testified at a hear. credit his controversial inves-|; * * PeGn . ing preceding the indictment. 
ligation of \President Kennejpe caig he overheard Shaw, dy’s assassination, the Los Lee Harvey Oswald and the 

; Angeles Times learned today. late David W. Ferrie plot the 
f phe preconds of Hectements assassination at a party in 
Me xen drom star witness Perry | Ferries apartment in Septem- 
eausson also" appear to undo| ber, 1963. The Warren Com- 
Mat a case against Clay, thission concluded that Qs- 

les 
/ (? 

  

Vj leader, whom Russo testified | oe Mr. Kennedy. 1as having known as “Clay/* 
! Bertrand.” From the docuntents given ' 

by Garrison to James*Phelan, j ” 
Largely on the basis of a Saturday Eventticaaet si write 

heed “dinecton OF Shaw, Te lee -S2-che stories Russo told from 
Orlean—Ynternational Trade|~— 
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| the“wite’s stand and-diring 
hypnosis differed vastly from 

’ Phe first one he told Garr, . 
son's investigators. 

What motivated Garrison to 
give Phelan the documents in 
Las Vegas a few days after 

Ss aw’s arrest is unclear. i 

1 4 tythint he si he s never 
fread them,” rT thant, cimRly never 
article on the Garrison inves- 
tigation appears in the May 6! 
edition, which goes on news-: 
Stands Tuesday, 

Eack of the documents isa 
study in contradic}j 

he firs isa rep, nt to Gar- 
‘rison irom a  Tenpit to Gar 
sistant, Andrew J. Sciambra, 
who was assigned to question 
Russo. The three-hour. inter- 
view took place in Russo’s 
Baton Rouge home the day. 
after Garrison announced he 
had solved the Assassination. 

Absent from the 3500-word 
document, which Phelan de- 
scribes as “a minutely detailed 
;memorandum,” was any men- 
;tion of an “assassination plot” 
;--the very crux of the Garri- 

“{son investigation. 

“It made no reference to 
the party at Ferrie’s apart- 
ment, where Russo later said 
the plot was discussed, Phelan 
notes, 

“There was .no positive 
identification of Lee Harvey 
Oswald as “Leon” Oswald... 
most striking of ‘all, when 
shown a picture of Clay Shaw, 
Russo said nothing whatever, 
according to the memorandum, 
about having known him as 
Clay Bertrand. 

“The memo specifically said 
Russo had seen Shaw only 
twice, once when President 
Kennedy ‘spoke in New Or- 
leans and once in a ear with, 
Ferrie. There was no mention. 
whatever of Shaw's even 
knowing Oswald.” 
The latter clashes sharply: 

with Russo's sworn testimony: 
jthat—he overheard Shaw and 
Owald plotting head-to-head, 
with Ferrie at the party—an 
event unmentioned in the 
memo. - . 

The second report, or mem- 

         orajdom. also was prepared 
——— — 
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by Sciambra. It dealt with a 

sodium pentothal. (truth 

serum) test given Russo ip 

on Feb, 27. 

Russo, according to the sec- 

what he disclosed in their first 
conversation — events in no 
way dealing with an assassina- 
tion plot. 

“This time,” Phelan wrote, 
“he did make a passing ref.. 
erence to the party at which: 
the plot was discussed. There} 
was no stenographic record 
made of this session, but Sci- 
jambra’s memo clearly states 
ithat Russo mentioned the 

    party only after prompting. 
“The Sensational ory Russo 

“later told on the v witness stand 

- hypnotism two days after- 

_ ward,” Phelan writes. A sten- 
' ographic transcript was made 

; of this session, unlike the 
' other two. This was the third 
document Garrison gave 

‘.f; Phelan.   ; Phelan does not suggest in 

; his article that the question- 
; ing of Russo under hypnosis 

: was improper but he implies 
that the questioner, armed 

i with information supplied by 

‘ the district attorney's office, 
; “prodded” until “Perry Russo 
i finally came up with his story”. 
tof overhearing a plot in Fer- 
" rie's apartment to assassinate   

  

President Kennedy. 
Phelan, who become friend- 

‘Jy with Garrison about four 

rison for a lengthy fill-in onj 
what evidence Garrison had. 

Garrison told the writer. 
Phelan said during the} 

March 5 weekend he talked: 
with Garrison “about 10! 
hours,” but collected few spe-! 
cifics, ‘only “bits and pieces! 
of evidence.” Phelan pressed; 
for specifics. i 

“Take these and brief your-; 
self on them,” Garrison said; 
finally, handing Phelan the, 

documents. “They'll help you: 
understand Perry Russo's 
story. ” 

Phelan read the two memos: 
‘and transcript and said he was‘ 

astonished by their lack of 
‘evidgnce —_—— 

  

New Orleans’ Mercy Hospital 

ond memo, recalled much of - 

was” ited from him un er; 

years earlier, had asked Gar-. ° 
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, Phelan had copies made of 

:the three documents, but did 

‘not approach Gartison about 

their contents until after 

Shaw’s preliminary hearing, 

March 14. Then he phoned 

‘Garrison and said: “something 

bothers me.” 

He told the District Attor- 

ney that Sciambra’s first re- 

port contained nothing “about 

a party, a plot or a ‘Bertrand’.” 

Garrison, according to 
Phelan, seemed “surprised,” 

and replied: “I'll get Moo 
(Sciambra) out here.” 

Phelan wrote in his maga- 
zine article: 

“Sciambra said 1 didn't 
know what I was talking 
about. I told him I had read 
his report carefully and knew 
exactly what was in It. ‘May- 
be,’ he said, shifting his story, 
‘I forgot to put it in’ 

‘But you reported specific- 
ally that Russo said he had 
seen Shaw only twice, not 
three times,’ I persisted. 

“Sciambra said he had been 
‘awfully busy with a half 
dozen other things and had to 
sandwich in the report and 

might have forgotten’ to in- 
clude everything. I said it 

seemed incredible that he 

would uncover testimony that 

might solve the crime of the 

century. and then forget to re- 

port it. : 
“You made notes when you 

first’ talked to Russo,’ I said. 
‘Your original notes would 

show. .whefher he mentioned 

‘an assassination plot.’ Sciam-   
- ~ - 

. 
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bia said he had Barrred—his 

notes.” 

Garrison could not be 

reached for his reaction to 

Phelan's report, but Sciambra 

said his chief would not com-: 

ment. . . 

Sciambra said he burned his_ 

notes on the Russo interview 

because “we don’t like to have 

notes hanging around where 

anybody can see them after. 

we have dictated a report.”   
“Above all,” he said “I want: 

to ‘correct a misapprehension. 

that he (Phelan) was and ap- 

parently still is laboring 

under. Long before Mr. Phe- 

lan Jeft New Orleans, the point 

was made emphatically clear 

to him: that Perry Russo told 

me during our first interview 

in Baton Rouge of the party 

and conspiracy plot involving. 

Shaw, Ferrie and Oswald in} 
Ferrie’s apartment on Louisi- 

ana Avenue Parkway. | 

“This, in fact, was verified} 

to Mr. Phelan by Russo him 

self after Mr. Phelan made al 

special trip to Baton Rouge to’ 

talk to Perry Russo personal- 

ly ... furthermore, Mr., Phe-4 

lan’s inference that our“office - 

is guilty of giving post-hyp-, 

notic suggestion to Perry. Rus-, 

so in an effort to influence} 

him to tell our story is ridicu-; 

lous.” . ee bags 

However, Phelan said he told’ 

Garrison and Sciambra <“L   don’t belleve a word. of that, 
boy’s (Russo) story! 

“ 
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Case Against Shaw Shaken 

| Garrison Data Reveal | 
Contradictions in 

: By Jerry Cohen 
+ Los Angeles Times . 

LOS ANGELES, April 23— 

New Orleans District Attorney 
Jim Garrison supplied a na- 
tional magazine writer with, 
documents that tend to dis- 
eredit his controversial inves- 
tigation of President Kenne- 
dy’s assassination, the Los 
Angeles Times learned today. 

‘Garrison's case against Clay 
Shaw, a New Orleans civic 
leader,-whom Russo testified 
as having known as “Clay 
Bertrand.” 
Largely on the basis of 

Russo's testimony, Shaw. re- 
tireg director of+the New, 

by Garrison to Jame: " 
a Saturday Evening Post\writ-" 
er, thé storiés Russo told trom 

on charges of conspiring to 
assassinate the President. 

Russo, 25, an insurance 
salesman, testified at a hear- 
ing preceding the indictment. 
He said he overheard Shaw, 
Lee Harvey Oswald and the 
late David W. Ferrie plot the 
assassination at a party in 
Ferrie’s apartment in Septem- 
ber, 1963. The Warren Com- 
mission concluded that Os- 

Mr. Kennedy. 
From the documénts given 
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le witness stand and during 
_. {hypnosis differeq vastly from 
ifthe first one he. told Garri- 
; Son’s investigators, 

What motivated Garrison to give Phelan the documents in Las Vegas a few days after 
arrest is unclear. 

“I think he simply never 
read them,” Phelan said. His 
article on the Garrison inves- 
tigation appears in the May 6 
edition, which goes on news- 
Stands Tuesday, 

Each of the documents is a 
Study in contradictions, 

Beopes 
The first is a report to Gar- 

rison from a 3h ear-old as. 
sistant, Andrew J. <Sciambra, 
who was assigned t 
Russo. The three-hou 
view took 
Baton Rouge home the day 
after Garrison announced he 
had solved the Assassination, 
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Absent from the 3500-word document, which Phelan de- 
_~ Scribes as “a minutely detailed 

memorandum,” was any men- 
tion of an “assassination plot” 
~—the very crux of the Garri- 
Son investigation, 

“It made no reference to 
the party at Ferrie’s apart- 
ment, where Russo later said 
the plot was discussed, Phelan 

- notes, 
“There was no Positive 

identification of Lee Harvey 
Oswald as “Leon” Oswald oo af 
most striking of all, when| 
shown a picture of Clay Shaw, 
Russo said nothing whatever, 
according to the memorandum, 
about having known him as 
Clay Bertrand. 

“The memo specifically said 
Russo had seen Shaw only 
twice, once when President 
Kennedy spoke in New Or- 
leans and once fn a car with 
Ferrie. There was no mention 
whatever of Shaw's even 
knowing Oswald.” 

’ The latter clashes sharply 
with Russo's sworn testimony 
that he overheard Shaw and 
‘Owald plotting head-to-head 
{with Ferrie at the party—an 
jevent unmentioned in the 

The second report, or mem- 

O\guestion™ 

Place in Rbsso’s - 

  

JIM GARRISON 
aoe contradictiops noted 
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by Sclambra. It dealt with a. 
sodium pentothal (truth 
serum) test given Russo in’ 
New Orleans’ Mercy Hospital. 
on Feb, 27. : {. 

Russo, according to the sec 
ond memo, recalled much of 
what he disclosed in their first 
conversation — events in no 
way dealing with an assassina- 
tion plot. .f . 

“This time,” Phelan wrote, 
“he did make a passing ref- 
erence to the party at which 
the plot was discussed. There 
was no stenographic recor 
made of this session, but Se 
ambra’s memo clearly stat 
that Russo mentioned 
party only after pro 
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“later told on the witness stand 
was elicited from him under 

hypflotism two days after. 

wari,” Phelan writes. A sten- 

ogrpphic transcript was made 

of. this session, unlike the 
other two. This was the third 
document Garrison gave 
Phelan. - 

Phelan does not suggest in. 
his article that the question- 

ing of Russo under hypnosis 

was improper but he Implies 
that the questioner, armed 
with information supplied by 
the district attorney’s office, 
“prodded” until “Perry Russo 
finally came up with his story” 
of. overhearing a plot in Fer- 
rie’s apartment to assassinate 
President Kennedy. ‘ 

Phelan, who become friend- 
ly with Garrison about four 
'years earlier, had asked Gar- 
rison for a lengthy fill-in on 
what evidence Garrison had. 
“Meet me in Las Vegas,” 

Garrison told the writer, 
Phelan said during the 

March 5 weekend he talked 
with Garrison “about 10 
hours,” but collected few spe- 
cifics, only “bits and pieces 
of evidence.” Phelan pressed 
for specifics. : 
“Take these and brief your- 

_ {self on them,” Garrison said 
finally, handing Phelan the 
documents, “They'll help you 
understand Perry Russo's 
story7’ . 

Phdlan read the two memos 
and taanscript and said he was 
astonikhed by their lack of 
evidence. . .   

Phelan had coples ™made of 
the three documents, but did 
not approach Garrison about 

their contents until after 

Shaw’s preliminary- hearing, 

March 14. Then he phoned 

Garrison and said: “something 

bothers me.” a 
-He told the District Attor- 

ney that Selambra's first re- 
port contained nothing “about 
a party, a plot or a ‘Bertrand’,” 

Garrison, according to 
Phelan, seemed ~“surprised,” 
and replied: “I'll get Moo 
(Sciambra) out here.” 

Phelan wrote in his maga- 
zine article: 
“Sciambra sald I didn’t 

know what I was talking 
about. I told him I had read 
his report carefully and knew 
exactly what was in it. ‘May- 
be,’ he said, shifting his btory, 
‘I forgot to put it in’ 

“‘But you reported specific. 
ally that Russo said he had 
seen Shaw only twice, not 
thre® times,’ I persisted. 

“Sciambra said he had been 
‘awfully busy with a half 
dozen other things and had to 
sandwich in the report and 
might have forgotten’ to in- 
clude everything. I said it 
seemed incredible that he 
would uncover testimony that 
might solve the crime of the 
century and then forget to re- 
Port it. 

“*You made notes when you 
first talked to Russo,’ +I said. 
‘Your original notes would 
show whether he mentioned   an assassination plot.’ Sciam- 

bia ‘sald he had burned his 
notes.” ! 

Garrison could not [be 

reached for his reaction to’ 
Phelan’s report, but Scilambra, 

said his chief would not com- 

ment. - os 

Sclambra sald he burned his 

notes on the Russo interview 

because “we don’t like to have 

notes hanging around where 

anybody can see them after 

we have dictated a report.” 

“Above all,” he said “I want 

to correct a misapprehension 

that he (Phelan) was and ap- 

parently still is laboring 
under. Long before Mr. Phe- 

lan left New Orleans, the point 
was made emphatically clear 

to him that Perry Russo told 
me during our first interview 

in Baton Rouge of the party 
and conspiracy plot involving 
Shaw, Ferrie and Oswald in 
Ferrie’s apartment on Louisi- 
ana Avenue Parkway. 

“This, in fact, was verified] - 
to Mr. Phelan by Russo him- 
self after Mr. Phelan made a 
special trip to Baton Rouge to 
talk to Perry Russo personal- 

ly ... furthermore, Mr. Phe- 
lan’s inference that our office 
is guilty of giving post-hyp- 
nolic suggestion to Perry Rus- 
so in an effort to influence 
him to tell our story Is ridicu- 
Jous.” 
However, Phelan sald he fold 

Garrison and Sciambra{ “I 
don’t belleve a word of fha     boy’s (Russo) story.” : 
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