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CEDITCR'S NCTE: TWC YEARS AGO, RIFLE SHOTS KILLED (PRESIDENT | QOHN F. KENNEDY AND LEFT SOV. JOHN CONNALLY OF TEXAS WOUNDED AND SCARFEDFOR LIFE. EVERY TIME CONNALLY BATHES OR FATS, KE IS a VIVIDLY. AND PAINFULLY REMINDED OF THE TRAGEDY, WHICH’ HE PELUCTANTLY PELIVES IN THIS INTERVIEW.) - 
BY WILLIAM HAMILTON - UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL _ AUSTIN, TEX. NOV. 20 (UPI)--JOHN CONNALLY'S FANDSOME FACE 5 CLOUDED AND HIS’EYES REDDENED IN RECOLLECTION: *] FELT OA foop IMPACT, AS IF SOMECNE HAD HIT ME IN THE BACK--A VERY HARD BLOW WITH A CLCSED FIST, IT FELT LIKE.* . SO.DCES THE GOVERNOR OF TEXAS REMEMBER THE. THREE SHOTS BY. LEE HARVEY OSWALD TFAT TORE LIFE FROM JOHN F. KENNEDY AND GRAVELY WOUNDED CONNALLY AT APPROXIMATELY 12230 P.M. CST (1830 P.M. EST) ON A DALLAS STREET, FRIDAY, NOV, 22, 1963. IT 1S A MEMORY BROUGHT BACK TO HIM CONSTANTLY BY PAIN, SUDPEN BURSTS CF SOUND AND THE SIGHT CF HIS SCARS, — AT MEALS, HE WILL REACH FOR A BOWL WITH HIS RIGHT HAND AND SuITCH TO HIS LEFT WITH A TWINGE OF PAIN IN HIS WOUNDER RIGHT 
BATHING AND SWIMMING, HE SEES THE MARKS ON HIS BODY, 7 “ONLY WITH RELUCTANCE WOULD CONNALLY CONSENT TO TALK ABOUT IT AS THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF TEE ASSASSINATICN APPROACHED, HE: SPOKE IN AN INTERVIEW BECAUSE HE FELT HE OWED IT TO KIETORY. - ei THINK ABCUT IT ALMOST CONSTANTLY, ALMOST EVERY DAY,® HE SAID WITH OBVIOUS MENTAL ANGUISH. “EVERY TIME I SIT DOUN . TOA MEAL I*M REMINDED OF IT. I CAN'T PROPERLY USE A FORK. . - WITH MY RIGHT HAND.® |? _-- ae t 
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“I TRY NOT TC CONSCIOUSLY THINK ABOUT IT, BUT EVERY e- nab A SHOWER OR GO SWIMMING, I SEE THE scaré...e ") TIMED cua eYis cht, CERULEOS a Tut eM GP RS ERRCANO' TLE, PoEnce SING ¢ IS LEFT THIGH 
AND OROAT PIS PRIGHT WRISTS PITAL At L JEE} 

YED THE HOS AT DALLAS FOR SIX WEEKS. HE WCRE A CAST ON HIS WRIST FOR MONTHS, NOW 4E. HIS HASR Is” MUCH GRAYER THAN JT WAS THAT DAY IN NOVEMBER, BUT HI¢ HEALTH 
CONNALLY ’S MEMORIES UP TO THE TIME HE HEARD THE CRACK OF A THIRD SHOT FROM OSVALD'S RIFLES IN THE TEXAS SCHOOLBOOK DEPOSITORY ARE STILL VIVID: “ : ; "THE CPOVD WAS IMMENSE AND SPONTANEOUS," HE SAID. ©I THOUGHT THE PRESIDENT WAS IN HIGH GOOD HUMOR. ‘ABOUT THE TIS WE ARRIVED IN DALLAS THE SUN BROKE CLEAR AND IT LOOKED LIKE IT WOULD BF A 
CONNALLY AND HIS WIFE NELLIE RCDE IN THE JUMP SEATS OF A WHITE FHOUSE LIMOUSINE, TOP DOWN, FRCM LOVE (AIP) FIELD TO DOWNTOWN DALLAS, PRESIPENT AND MPS. KENNEDY WERE IN THE RACK SEAT, FACING THEM, AS THE MOTORCADE ROLLED ALONG, "RE VERE LOOKING FORWARD TOA GREAT LUNCHEON THERE IN DALLAS AND TO A BIG DINNER IN AUSTIN THAT NIGHT,® CONNALLY RECALLED. "ANT THEN WE TURNED TO GO DOWN STEMMONS FREEWAY... TIRE FIRST INKLING I HAD THAT ANYTHING WAS AMISS WAS WHEN 1 HEARD A SOUND THAT I-TKOUGHT WAS A SHOT. I TRIED TO TURN AROUND IN FRONT OF THE PRESIDENT, J FELT A HARD IMPACT. 

  
*eeooTHE FIRST TIME I KNEW I HAD BEEN HIT WAS WHEN I SAV BLOOD ALL OVER MY CLOTHING, ; ° "I SAID TO NELLIE, *MY GOD! THEY'RE GOING TO KILL US BOTH! * gre KEPT SAYING, ‘BE STILL, BE STILL. YOU'RE GOING TO BE ALL 
wi REMEMBER HEARING THE THIRD SHOT AND KNEW THAT SOMEONE HAD BEEN MIT A FATAL BLOW. THERE WAS BLOOD ALL OVER. ME AND THE 
CONNALLY LOST CONSCIOUSNESS AT THAT MOMENT. AT PARKLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, WHILE ONE SURGICAL TEAM VAINLY ’ WORKED ON PRESIDENT KENNEDY, ‘ANOTHER TEAM OPERATED ON CON- 
SUDDEN NOISES STILL BOTHER CONNALLY, WHEN CHANCELLOR LUDVI ERKARD OF WEST GERMANY VISITED PRESIDENT JOHNSON IN TEXAS o DURING THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS OF 4$63. THE 24-GUN , 2 SVERNOR AND MRS. CONNALLY. CONNALLY STILL HUNTS OCCASIONALLY ON HIS RANCH NEAR FLORESVILLE, TEX. wit SAID THE SOUND OF GUNFIRE DOES NOT DISTURB HIM AND HIS” 
"IT’S THE UNANTICIPATED NOISES THAT UNNERVE US," HE SAID, - & *I DON’T PERSONALLY LIKE TO RELIVE IT AT ALL. IT SHOULD | BE RELEGATED NOW TO THE PAGES OF HISTORY. J GRANTED THIS IN-:. TERVIEW BECAUSE J FELT J SHOULD, NCT BECAUSE I WANTED TC." : THE EVENTS OF NOV. 2° 1965, TAUGHT CONNALLY TWO THINSS. HE WAS REASSURED BY THE SMOOTH TRANSITION OF THE REINS OF GOVERNMENT FROM ONE -PRESIDENT TO ANOTHER, EVEN THOUGH °WE SUFFERED A GREAT | ' 

  
SHOCK, A GREAT TRAGEDY,® 

IT TAUGHT CONNALLY: A LASTING LESSON ABOUT THE DURABILITY- OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, - - eee ne : +o wee em mee . . were, 
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wALSO, IT HAD PROVEN TO ME IN A RATHER FORCEFUL MANNER THAT TIME IS FLEETING, HE SAID. YOu Weyos KNOW AT WHAT . MOYENT YOU WILL BE CALLED.* | HE WON A SECOND TWO-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE LAST YEAR IN A LANDSLIDE | . AND IS A SOLID FAVORITE FCR A THIRD TERY IN 1866. HE FEELS MUCH CLOSER TO HIS WIFE AND THEIR CHILDREN--JOHN, 19; SHARON, 1&, AND MARK, 40, wr try to sPenp wich MORE TIME WITH THEM THAN I HAVE IN THE PAST,* CONNALLY SAID. CONNALLY CORPESPCNDED WITK MRS. KENNEDY FOR A WHILE. | Non CabeeAVE NOT HEARD FROM HER RECENTLY, HE SAID. *OUR PATHS DO NOT CROSS.* a | PE RAS RETURNED TC DALLAS A NUMBER OF TIMES, BUT HE HAS NOT VISITED THE PLACE NEAR THE TRIPLE UNDERPASS WHERE KE AND SHE PRESIDENT WERE SHOT, ao | pl RAVE PEEN EY I7, BUT I*VE NEVER STOPPED AND VISITED IT,* HE SAID. I DON'T ANTICIPATE THAT I WILL. e “MAYBE I SHALL. I HAD GREAT ADMIRATION FOR PRESIDENT KENNEDY, 
DONT WNEED ANCTHER REMINDER OF THE TRAGIC CCCURRENCE .& CONNALLY SAID THE RESENTMENT THAT SWELLED AGAINST DALLAS AS A POL eat ATE” pS NOW ABOUT GONE. CONNALLY, A DEMOCRATS HAS STRONG POLITICAL AND PERSONAL TIES IN DALLAS AND HE QUICKLY DEFENDS foe THEE ANSER THAT WELLED UP INSIDE PEOPLE, THAT CAUSED THEN O DIFINGSHED, CN CEWERY, DIPECTION, HAS ALMOST, IF NOT ENTIRELY. DIMINISHED," CONNALLY SAID, ° an , FOR A WEILE, WE RECEIVED CRANK LETTERS BLAMING HIM FOR THE PRESIDENT*S DEATH, BUT EVENTUALLY THEY STOPPED COMING. -~ CONNALLY BELIEVES THE WAPREN COMMISSION PROPERLY INVESTIGATED ALL CONCLUDES, TEE TASSASSINATION. HE BELIEVES, AS THE COMMISSION. ~ ACTED TUDE Pet AtyErs HARVEY OSWALD WAS THE MAN BEHIND THE RIFLE AND ACTED INDEPENDENTLY, oe THERE IS ONE PHASE OF THE AWFUL EVENTS CONNALLY WILL NOT TALK sours op HAT IS WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO JACK RUBY, NOW UNDER DATA SENTENCE FOR MURDERING OSWALD, ae Ova eetrag ce HENRY WADE IN DALLAS HAS SAID HE WOULD RECOMMEND COMMUTATION CF THE DEATH SENTENCE TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT EVENTUALLY, A DECISION WHETHER RUBY GOES TO THE ELECTRIC CHAIR | OR TO PRISON MAY BE CONNALLY'sS. _ MIGHT TAKES SN IME» CONNALLY REFUSES "TO PREJUDGE WHAT ACTIONS 1 » 
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BUT I NEED NOTHING TO REMIND ME OF MY RELATIONS WITH HIM.eeAND I | 

 


