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: 1 NGTON--TH S E DEPARTMENT PRCPOSED TODAY THAT THE FEL A
l gggﬁgg%ENT ASSUME_?WNERSHIP CF¥ THE RIFLE WHICH KILLEL PRESIDENTE ERAL

) Ye 12 e A .

EN Ry,
. THE DEPARTMENT SUB&ITTED A"BILL TC CCNGRESS WHICH WCULD EMPOWER
THE GCVERNMENT TC TAKE PCSSESSICN OF THE RIFLE, THE. REVOLVER WHICH:
KILLED PCLICEMAN J, D. TIPPIT, AND CTHER ITENS CCLLECTED AS EVILENCE
BY THE WARREN COMMISSICN. L
ATTY, GEN, XATZENBACH TCLD CCNGRTSS IN AN ACCONMPANYING LETTER
THAT PASSAGE CF THE BILL WOULD PREVENT "DISPERSAL AND EXPLCITATICN®
OF THE CBJECTS. : d
KATZENBACH SAID FAILURE CF THE GOVERNMENT TC RETAIN THE EXHIBITS
"AND THE RESULTANT POSSIBILITY CF THEIR LOSS, DESTRUCTICN CR ALTERATION
WILL SERVE TC ENCCURAGE IRRESPCNSIBELE RUMCRS AND ALLEGATICNS
; CESIGNET TO DESTRCY TEE WIDESPREAD PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN THE WCRK
AND CCNCLUSICNS™ CF THE WARREN COMMISSICN. :
TME DCZENS CF ITEMS--INCLUDING PERSCNAL PAPERS CARRIED BY LEE //’
CSWALD WHEN HE WAS ARRESTED ANLC WOCDEN CRATES ON WHICH THE ASSASSIN ' .
SAT IN THE TEXAS SCHCCL BCOK DEPCSITORY--ARE HELD BY THE FBI RUT.
STILL LEGALLY BELCNG TO CTHERS, OSWALD'S WIDCW SAID SHE HAL BEEN '
OFFERED $20,0C00 FCR THE MAIL ORDER RIFLE USED IN THE ASSASSINATICN. :
UNECER THé JUSTICE DEPARTMENT'S PLANS, THE ITEMS TAKEN BY THE GCVERN -
MENT WOULD BE TURNED CVER TO THE NATICNAL ARCHIVES. — -
THE PRCPOSED LEGISLATION WOULD AUTHORIZE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 'TO.
) TETERNINE WEICH ITEMS THE GCVERNMENT ACQUIRES. FREVICUS CWNERS CCULD
SUE THE GCVERNMENT FCR CONMPENSATION IN THE U.S, COURT CF CLAIMS. .
REPCRTS, TRANSCRIPTS, AND OTHER WORKING PAPERS CF THE WARREN.
F:MMISSICN HAVE ALREADY BEEN TURNED OVER TC THE NATIONAL ARCMIVES.

THE BILL DCECLARES THAT IT WOULL BE IN THE "NATICNAL INTEREST®
AT THE ITEMS OF EVIDENCE ALSC BE RETAINED BY JHE GCVERNMENT, -
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