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WASHINGT ONS — The suet ee D | . 
NGTON+~-TH E PARTMENT PROPOSED TODAY THAT GOVERNMENT ASSUBE, CUNERSHI P CF THE RIFLE WHICH KILLED PRES SHEN TE RAL : e Pei Ayre Nn . 

,_ THE DEPARTMENT SUBMITTED A’ BILL TO CONGRESS WHICH KCULD EMPOWER 
KILLED POLES TaN JTMAE FESSESSICN OF THE RIFLE, THE REVOLVER KNICH no EMAN J. De - AN R MS CCLLECTED AS EVITEN BY THE WARREN COMMISSICNS ” oo SEVITENCE ATTY. SEN. KATZENBACH TCLD CONGRESS IN- AN ACCOMPANYING LETTER THAT PASSASE CF THE BILL WOULD PREVENT "DISPERSAL AND EXPLOITATICN® OF THE C8JECTS. ; - KATZENBACH SAID FAILURE OF THE GOVERNMENT TC RETAIN THE EXHIBITS “AND THE RESULTANT POSSIBILITY CF THEIR LOSS, DESTRUCTION CR ALTERATION WILL SERVE TC ENCCURAGE IRRESPONSIBLE RUMORS AND ALLESATICNS 

, LESISNET TO DESTROY THE WIDESPREAD PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN THE WORK AND CCNCLUSICNS" CF THE WARREN COMMISSICN. 
THE DCZENS CF ITEMS--INCLUDING PERSCNAL PAPERS CARRIED BY LEE / CSWALD WHEN HE WAS ARRESTED AND WOCDEN CRATES CN WHICH THE ASSASSIN ' 

SAT IN THE TEXAS SCHCCL BCOK DEPCSITORY--ARE HELD BY THE FBI RUT- 
STILL LEGALLY BELCNG TO CTHERS. OSWALD'S VIDCW SAID SHE HAL BEEN \ 
OFFERED $20,000 FCR THE MAIL ORDER RIFLE USED IN THE ASSASSINATICN. 

UNDER THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT'S PLANS, THE ITEMS TAKEN BY THE GOVERN - 
j MENT WOULD BE TURNED CVER TO THE NATICNAL ARCHIVES. a 

THE PRCPOSED LEGISLATION WOULD AUTHORIZE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO. 
DETERMINE WHICH ITEMS THE GCVERNMENT ACQUIRES. FREVICUS CWNERS CCULD 
SUE THE GOVERNMENT FOR COMPENSATION IN THE U.S. COURT CF CLAIMS, | 

REPORTS, TRANSCRIPTS, AND OTHER WORKING PAPERS CF THE WARREN. 
MMISSICN HAVE ALREADY REEN TURNED OVER TC THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES. 

| THE BILL DECLARES THAT IT WOULD BE IN THE “NATICNAL INTEREST* 
AT THE ITEMS OF EVIDENCE ALSC BE RETAINED BY THE GCVERNMENT. 
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