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By Elsie Carper .,
"Staff Ten nrltrj} ,J
After the assassination of;

President .Kennedy, there
national  concern  over
ease wilh -which ulu.!

\\ho!‘wr a madman, a juve-!
nile or a criminal, could nuyl
a gun.

Lee Iarvey Oswald pure
chased an lalian carbine
from a mail order house in!
Chicazo and a So-caliber re-l
volver by mail [rem a Los
Angeles firm, giving in boti
ca~er an assumed hame.

v

The rifle was used ta as-
sassinate  the President and
the revolver 1o kill Patroiing
J. D Tippit of the D;Las
police.

A year has  Ppasse and,
despite the pressure ios legs
islation . to tizhten gun laws,

it is as casy as ever for a
prospective killer to oblain a
cun by mail.
A bl desizned (o curd
mail order zun sdies 1o o
son\ obviously unfit ¢ . 3
(.ly weapons o,
- in the - Senate
roeree Commilice, a vic
mc active and poleat
lobhy.
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Jand angd Virzinia assemblies,

And in Washingten fenstatio

sought by e Comaissionosr.

and  the tiS.
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wsed ag {

follove  iids §

paiiern: The right to ¢ m--’
is suarantesd by il d

of Rizhits: a well armace 3
civizenry exsential o }
proteet the countyy frown a’
Communaist  Invasi g1

laws disarm {he law :.bir'in
leaving w
of the lavic:

The lobhv n.-q been efle
tive in advricing these &
auments despite an 'npp..r-‘nt.:

desire on  ine p.u' of the -
public for some regulation.
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Tne Woasiington Post and
Times Herald

vt -

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star i
New York Herald Trlbun.e

New Yo-k Journal-Amerlcun
Ncw Yerk Mirrdr .
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laul in farge numhers. UR e

fun legislation generally™are=

4 carried by law enforcement -

officials and by a few citizens

. wio find' themsclves labeled

us do-gooders, crackpols or

subversives. . T
NRA Distributes Booklet

The National Rifle Associ-
ation. with a membership of
more than 600,000 and a large
-office building on 16th Street
inw.,, campaigns against al-
imost all forms of gun legis. -
:lation.

{ 78 After the death of the
{President, NRA's  Executive
i iVice President Franklin . L.
- JtOrth went on record favoring
" {ithe bill introduced by Scn,
*Thomas J. Dodd (D-Conn.) to
cenrtail traffic in mail order
y&uns. His was not a popular
|stand among many afiiliated
local rifle clubs, whose
members testified against the
bill and were instrumental in
killing it. :

The Association's legisla-
tive service not oniy keeps an
eye on Congress hut all state
ierislatures. The NRA mem-
bership is kept informed of
propased laws and tke - legis:
-~ llaiors who will deal with it.
"<, ‘Members are cacouraged to
’ ;write their representatives.
<+ 1 A booklet on ways to fight
o~ Run lemislation distributed by

: the NRA reminds members
that “the _est defense is a
good olfense,” et ol

rother” hand, arguments_ for ~=r -~
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- ) Lawmen Disagree
The NitA™staterr it wilivnot
oppose laws prohibiting sale
- of firearms {o convicls, fugi-
tives and . m:ntal incompe-
tents or oppomr laws making
the sale of puns {o juveniles.
subject to parenial consval.
But it adds “that firearms
legislation® “is of insuf..~ieni
value in the sprevention of
crime Lo justifv the inevitable
© . restrictions which such  les.
-islation places upon law-abid-
ing citizens.”
l.aw enforcement officials
disagree on the value of such
: laws, particularly gun regis-
- : tration laws, which the NRA
strongly opposes. New York is-
the only siate with a statute,
requiring a license to possess
a pisto] or small fircarm.
Gun regisiration is  sup-
yorted by FBI Dircctor I
Rudgar Hoover, who said just
ast week, “There are hiconses,
. for autumobiles and dogs;
* - why not guns.” ;
’ - The Dodd hili* witgizally!
’ was aimed al the maii orderi
tralfic in hand guvs and was
an  outgrowtis of nearings’
hefore his  Juveniie Delin-;
queney Sub:eommitice. |

;Chcap Guns Flood Market -

' Testlmony bhefore the
Subcommitiee showed that
juveniles were purchasing

.. .cheap guns through mail or-.
L .der catalogues. After the,
. . -President’s assassination, the'
: “bill was broadencd to includc;‘
rifles and sholguns. . |

Mail ocder busincss  has'

picked up in recent.years as:

incxpensive  foreign  surplusi

military wecapons ‘have

flooded the market. Most of

the guns &are of a kind - not

‘generaliy uscd for sport andl

. irecreation. . 1
R *} The Dodd b was innoc-'[‘

‘uous. ii erely required|
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persons ~ ordering. guns by
mail- to—include an affidavit
that-they were over 18, had
not been convicted of a fel-
ony and that the purchase
was not -against a local or
state law. The affidavit was
to be forwarded by the mail
order house to local police
officials.

Dodd 'said the bill was
killed because of the protests
of pcople “misinformed o
bamboozied” by  those with
financial interesls in import.
ing mail order guns and
thosc “cloaked under the
false cover of anti-commu-
nism.” :

Mounted Najional i)rivc

A number of witnesses tes-
tified that™the bill would
soften up the Nation for a
Communist_invasion. Dodd, a
iformcr FDI agendi, was
shocked to find his bill
aligned with  Communist
causes. - v o "

The NRA mounted a ha-
tionwide drive against the
gun hill proposcd for the
District by the Commission-
\rs and the Department of
Justice. The bill would have
hbeen similar to New York's
Sullivan law, requiring the
registration of pisiols and
small guns.

The rifle group took the
position that if the District
had such a law, it was only a
matter of time until the en-
tire country had one. Rifle
club meémbers were asked to
write lo Congressmen on the
House and Scnate District
Committees urging them to
kil] the bill, which they did.
{ The Virginia General As-

P

‘would have allowed, But ot

required, countics to resirict
sun sales. Speaking for her
bill. Del. Marion A. Galland
(D-Alexandria) said it was as
casy [lor juveniles, mental
paticnts and criminals lo buy
auns_as it was for them to
buy pockel radios. %

Would Allow lpvostigation

Under the bill,, police
would be given time to check
an a purchaser hefore the
gun was sold. o

Atrlington Counily and
Alexandria had such a regu-
lation. airfax - County and
Falls Church used tneir po-
lice powers o adopt similar
resirictions.

The - action was proioted,
by the Valentine’s Day pistol |}
slaying in Fairfax of four §
dhildren by a2 mentally dis- )
turbed mother who then'i
killed hersclf. " .

She look their lives shorily,
after huying the gun. The;
husband uwrped adoplion ofi
the ordinance that could have!
save his wife and children.

The Fairfax City Council,|
though, tabled a similar pistoll
control regulation. Four wit
nesses testified agpainst it and!
no one for il. Former mayor|
John C. Wood said such,’
propasals “favor criminals to:

the detriment of honest eiti-l

zens,” !

In Maryland the House of.
Delepates voled -down  bills”
requiring a cooling off period
while police checked pros- .
pective hand gun purchasers.,
Del. Leonard §. Blondes (D-:
Mont.), who introduced onel

semblysveied down a bill thatl

{of the bills, reported he re-

ceived phone threats. :
After the Maryland__Jegis-
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Sald” - [ BB H S anee pequireny g 10-day wait
R . vorncy Arvihs thetween  ap tinn for a
lature failed to act, the James S MeAuliffe festified hax  exppescod pistol and  aciual purehase,
Monlzomery County Council.foir the bill. He said 1t wouid the couniy e wiThe application would he
considered and then tabled a make it more il for a mreea : denicd to habitun! drunkards,
ihill givinzg police 72 hours ta.criminals to get and ‘eriminads o drag addiets, recent menial
cheek  on prospective  gun'would prevent sole: o the Lives : P pelionis, convicts or juveniles
| purchasors. temporarily nnaed wader 210 Police would keep
: More than 0 pcx'snns!.\loni':l;n‘.cry County, ini K rocord of all registrations, .
Ishowed up at a public hear-ian case i'n_ which w Gisti mbers of the gun lobby
!in,':. most of them gun eolmciher killedd three childven, Lapserd the erdinance ab a
lectors  and dvf.lcrs. Fporis-tund hcx‘s&‘.ll ; hoaon camng in June cand  the
imen and members o pun bought l.ho“r.::y hetore. i County issioners  have quietly
associniions. { In Prince Georges County, pothiag sl I in a pigeonhole, _
Only Police Superintesnar vhere aboul 360 pistols el
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