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. liberal interpretations to any regulations which pertain to the status of 
~ Americans in the Soviet Union. T ar. Snoting b below Pr7's guidance in this 
“matters: - , >: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE , . 
WASHINGTON . . a 
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I refer to your letter of October 26, 1959 to Gere Eester » in which 
you eis scsgsec action eich the Bxbascy shovla take in ocunenting the loss 
of e<tizenship br serrens whe have "defected" (Uebster, Cswald cases, etce)e 
Gere HES. been losking into this matter but Ceparted on leeve yesterday 

Lis reply eculd te typed. 
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Ve were in the process of preparing a reply, “hen we Jearned that the 
Passport, Cffice hed sent 2 confidential Miron 
on tke case of lee E.Csxald which it believed ansvere: your questionse 
However, uron reading this “irom, I see thet it refers only to the responsi- 
bility fe2 ling on the SSbassy by reason of Section 1959 of the revised 
statutes % accept ea citizenship rencncietion hen an smerican citizen nakes 
imoun his wiskes to this effect. Your question regeriing the leeway which 
the Scbassy bas in pursving the question of proof of acquisition ef foreign. 
citizenship has not been commented upor. 
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From our discussiczs with the Passport Cffice reletive te these recent 
renunciation cases, 2 gather that you have raised a delicate question. We 
have gone quite fully into ovr position in SCV over the years of giving 

“Were it seers that the opportunity te be Nentsnt! is not 
oe considered to be available becavss spect fic previsions of lew are ine 
.:  welwed which give us no discretionez; suthority. It would hardly 

". geen reasonable, te say the leest, to expatricte ¢ man in e friendly 
country and not do so in an tunfrienily' country for the sare 
expatriative ect. Ye cannot do this end could get into sericus 
trovtle if we were to do it. Fatlure to act in a creper manner in| 
the krowlecse of specific actions could result in exclusicn or deporta- 

ee tion action by INS rmch to our exbarrassnent at later date. low 

‘Richerd-Ee Snyder, “Esquire, _ Se 
Consul, a tT ey Te tote 

-- American Evbassy, ee a 
° Moscove . Tee Sa A 

Sov Da os goneipartu : St 
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“*The securing of evidence necessary t? establish a firm czse 

“s of loss of citizenship is your respons{bility and ours %00. Vhen- 

us ever a case is before you for considerstion you must expend the 

| . | 7 wecessary effort to obtein evidence wrich establisres the real fects 

. beyond eny reasonable doutt. Such evidence is sometines difficult 

roto -to obtain and sonetines impossible. ‘hen 44 is difficult to obtain, = . 

the extra effort necessary has to be expended. When it is inpossitic . 

te obtain, you can record what you have and if the caso fails for the me 

o want of evidence, then so te ite 
. “ 
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BIn the Kebster case the evidence haz teen strengthened by 

i . _ affidavits fron Rand and Eockhinder. It is expected that the certi- =~ : 

i : “ffeate of loss of citizenship vill be approved. Your statenent has : 

: . been corroborated by the-. under cath." Bey 3 

so ‘Perhars you sticvld concicer every cese On its om merits cad follow through 

in accordance with your best Juigment keeping, however, the Passport Office . 

thoroughly informed so that they can interpose other instructions if they 

belicve this is necesssrye” . , te : 

‘Sincerely yours, a ho, 

REECE CER NG SWANN 
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a ao . a ae ’ . me Rathariel Davis . . * Sst: 2 

2 . oh _ Acting Officer in Charge : oo 
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