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-' Me. Lee Harvey OSIALD, a Arerican citizen, appeared at this Exbassy octal, 
» 1359 and stated to Second Sscrotzry Richard FE. Sayder that he wishes to renomece : 
"t3s American citisenship and that he had applied to become a eitizen of the Sovict 

: Union. - He presented to the interviewing officer his passport and the follouirng - - 
6igned, undated, handwritten statenent, the original of uixich is retainc’ by ths 

__Babsosy (mi sepellings ars as in original): . : 

     
        

      

  

-. *I lee Haroy (eq) Oswald do hereby request that ay prescat ettiseastp ms 
, dm the United States of anerica, be revoked. ° 
        
     

“at *T have entered the Soviet Union for the express parpdee of applins * 
for (Atizenship in the Soviet Union, through the means of naturalization. : “ 

     

  

= ay request. for eitivenship is now pending before the Surpren Soviet. 

    

   

/ of the 0.5.3.2, Coe, a4. 

“I. take these steps for political reasons. Ky request for the revoking , ae a : 
: : ef ay Anerican citisenship is rade only after the lonzest and mst serious =» - we 

iol: | considerations. . . . ot g- 
> tg . ~ - 4, 

. ®] affira that ny allegiance ie to the Union of Soviet Socialist Hite, ha! 

. o/ lee H. Onna 22 e bo 
e - qed 42 the bearer of Passport No. 217332h2, desued Septorber lo, 2959-2 7, ee 

(retained at the Exbassy), The passport show that he was born in New Orleans, ¢ 
Louisiana, on Octodor 18, 1939, and gives his occupation as “shipping export aceatt., 

“ Qswald gave his lest address in the United States ao that of hie mother at 
; 4936 Collimpod Street, Fort Worth, Temas A teJegran subsequently received at 

"" .the Exhassy for hia Sind - tos that o brother, Robert i. Oswald, resides at " 
:. - ~~ 7313 Davenport, Fort Worth, Tozas, He steted that he was discharged from the U. S. 

: - Marine Corps on Septerber h, 1959. Richest grede achieved was corporal. Os:ald _ 
“.. ‘gwidently eprlicd for his passport to the Agency at San Francisco shile still in - 

“service. 
two years before his dischergo. . 

Ho etated that he had conte=plated the action wrich he tcok for about 
Be dcparted fron the United States through Kew . 

  

'®"" - Orleans sith the intcat of travelirg to ths Soviet Uaion through Ncrthern Furopa.’ 

  

    
  

cf de staten that ho 9 first applica for a Boviet tourtat Vira $m Nels Hk. an Octobar ras 
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: “ee . , : Jt . . a mo : . : : 7 . .: 

+ | that he applied for Soviet citizenship by letter to the Supreme Soviet.on | f} G. 
tof October 16 in Moscow. Ho statod that he did not aention his intent to remin © fy? 

‘Zi .,dm the Soviet Union to the Sovict Eqbassy in Helsinki et the tine of hiswisa =i 

application, — - . Sot ea et 
. ~ 8. 

Ty ' . Throughout the interview Oswald's munner was aggressive, arrogent, and = 

"2. Swmeooperative, He appeared to be competent. He insisted that he did not wish -' = 

3-57" +49 waste time in discussion or answering questions concerning his "personal + . 

‘s affairs beyond what was directly related to divesting hinself of his American — 

co, itinenship. He vas contemptuous of any efforts by the interviewing officer in 

iv]. his interest, wade clear that he wanted no advice from the Exbassy. He stated 

c+ that he knew the provisions of U. S. law on loss of citizenship and deolined to 

it. : have then reviewed by the interviewing officer, In short he displayed ali the 

5 >. airs of 6 new sophomore party~Liner. . fe 
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epee ch Oswild gave as the “principal reason® for his decision that "I an a marxist®, = ‘ 

fe i ‘but declined any further elaboration of his moti-es, However, other remarks “ . 

«+, Dearing on his attitude were made during the interview. At one point he alluded 

‘-: "| to hardships endured by his mother as a “worjer"™ and stated that he did not intend - - . 

= ".. & have this happen to him. He also referred to himself several tines as : . 

. -@ “worker®, but admitted that he had never held a civilisn job, having entered 3 

the Marine Corps directly fron junior year of high school. (He claincd to have 23 

7 ompleted high school while in service.) He stated that his service in Okinawa | 4 

’ amd elsewhere “gave ne a chance to observe ‘Ancrican inperialisa,*® At another . 2 

point he reacted sensitively when asked, in comection with his rank in the Marine ==? 

Corps, whether he fet he should have had a higher grade. - . ty 

. Osveld categorirally refused to discuss his family beyond stating that he - 

was pot married and that he has a vother in Texas. He had obliterated the 

address written on the inside cover of his passport and steadfastly refused to . 

give any Jast hone address wntil it was elicited by the threat" that nothing. : 

could be done about his request to renounce his citizenship without this 

dnformtion, After giving the address noted above, he then confirmed that it 

-". was his mother's atdress. He would not say whether he had informed his mother 

and rebuffed any suggestion of concern for her. . . , 

a 
: 3 
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a
 

'     
oo Osweld offered the inforzation that he hed bem a radar operator in the 

. Marine Corps and that he had voluntarily stated to unnarcd Soviet officials that 

as a Soviet citizen he would mke Imowm to them euch inforration concerning the 

Marine Corps and hia speciality as he possessed, He intimated that he might know 

somthing of special interest, : 

. + Oswald io presently residing in non-tourist status at the Motropole Hotel 

* 4m Moscow avaiting the Soviet response to his application for citizenship. As 

his Soviet visa and cilitia registration expired on Octcber 22, 1959, and have . 

_ _ hot been renewed, he ie patently in @ technically illegal residence status with . 

-* "the tacit conscat of the Soviet authorities, — - . . Peet 

: ‘ ~ For what significcnce it may have, the foregoing was 2280 the pattern in _* 

ay. | ‘the Nicholas PETMULLI casé (our Dezpatch 211, Soptender 11, 1959). Having | 
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ie : wvidecty conclnded, after alloving Petrulit to aangut sh einegarty® in a recat | botel for a month, that ho was no asset as a Soviet eitizen, the Sovicta 
_ Ovidenly invited hin to dcpart, Pointing out that he had “overstayed” his visa, : 

In view of the Petrol ease and other considerations » the Exassy proposes 
actica on On-ald's request te execute an oath ef renunciation to the | 

_ extent Gictated yW dovelopoate and minject to the Pepartacntts advice, 
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